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_ A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

- 7.
A Free Press Is Priceless

Normally, we don’t-get excited over the
many special ‘week” celebrations the
Artterican public continually is called upon ‘
to' observe.

We do have exceptions—among. them L

Fire Prevention Week, Red Cross Week,
and National Newspaper Week.

The latter observance this year comes
October 15-21—this Saturday through the
following Friduy.

In your daily and weekly newspapers,
therefore, you will be reading special com-
ments and stories about newspapers, about
freedom of the press, and how newspapers
are endeavoring to protect that freedom.

STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM in a na-
tion whose way of life has been tied so
closely with an unrestricted press, there .
are forces here which would deny and
censor the -right of free access to seek
out facts.

There are those who would close public
meetings to the press—bar reporters from
council meetings and legislative hearings.

To limit the press in its attempts to
obtain accurate and factual information is
to limit newspapers in their fight to pro-
tect your freedoni:s.

NEWSPAPERS ARE SO IMPORTANT
to these freedoms that the first thing a

From The Eccentric's

Now that the voters of Bloomfield, West
Bloomfield and Southfield Townships have
approved the abandonment of annual
meetings for the transaction of official
business, it is to be hoped that the citizens
themselves will not abandon their respon-
sibilities and duties. One way to maintain
the status of good citizenship. is to attend
regular Township meetings, where citizens
may offer suggestions and/or criticisms
woncerning township affairs. Bloomfield
Township board meets the second and
third Mondays each month; West Bloom-
field the first and third" Wednesdays;
Southﬁe]d‘,/ being very small in township
area, meéets once monthly, the second
Tuesday. All start at 8 p.m. in their re-
spective township halls.

An increase of 333 students over last
year is for the Birmi
school district. This brings total enroll-
ment to 12,349. Among other subjects of
interest that these figures ought to evoke

tyrant takes away from a people are their
newspapers.

While The Eccentric condemns such
practices on the part of public officials, we
could hardly do so without first examining
our own operation and know we practice
what we preach.

We believe we are doing our utmost to
protect freedom of the press in the com-
munity The Eccentric serves by these
two facts:

No other weekly that we know of —and
few daily papers, for that matter—assigns
reporters to on-the-spot coverage of as
many municipal meetings as does The
Eccentric.

AND WE NEVER—repeat never—have
suppressed news because of personal, in-
individual, advertiser, or other

pressures which have been applied to us.
And believe us, we have been pressured at
times! If we believe any information
should be brought to our readers’ atten-
tion, we let the news chlps fall where
they may.

So again this National Newspaper Week,
The Eccentric reaffirms its dedication to
the preservation of freedom of the press
through its day-to-day use of the right to
seek and find news wherever it may be,
regardless of the effort we must expend
to find it.

Point of View...

in the public mind is: MOTORISTS
SHOULD BE EXTREMELY CAREFUL
IN DRIVING WHERE SCHOOL CHIL-
DREN TRAVEL.

Pr: g the Ten Ci d and
the Golden Rule is vastly better security
for the peace and happiness of human be-
ings than a million-million laws enacted by
Parliaments, Congresses and Legislatures.
For the application of these high ideals
doesn’t require a costly and inefficient law
enforcement agency to make people try to
live up to ’gm . . . each person being his
own source of discipline.

Luther Youngdahl, former Minnesota
Governor, recently uttered a statement
that ought to be pasted in every Ameri-
can’s hat: “Most of us don’t understand
that we will get just as bad government
as we are willing to stand for and just as
good government as we are willing to
fight for.”
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One of the continuing problems of good
government is how to get capable men
to serve in our state and national legis-
latures, and on public boards and com-
missions.

Except in rare instances, capable people
turn to business fields in which to show
their ability. Money perhaps is the most
important consideration in their decision.

P

IT IS ENCOURAGING these days,
however, to see more and more businesses
granting leaves of absence to capable em-
ployees so they can take a turn serving
in some government or other public re-
sponsibility,

Under present circumstances, it will be
years before society finds most important
government jobs staffed by capable men
to get yound, economical, practical gov-
ernment,

This process could be accelerated if gov-
ernment more closely met the financial
level of the indlvidual s capabilities.

For instance:

"

SUPPOSE GOVERNMENT maintained
a pool from which it could pay, say, up to
3 of the salary an individual has averaged
annually for the past five years in a busi-
ness field. That is, above the statutory ~

ONE THING OR ANOTHER

BY GEORGE WM. AVERILL

five years for Corporation X at an average
of $25,000 a year. Doakes runs for an
$8,000 job as a state legislator, and is
elected.

The state now will pay Doakes during
his term of office an annual salary of
$18,750. Because Doakes would get $18,-
750, he went into politics. If he had to
give up his $25,000 job for only an $8,000
salary, he would have stayed with Cor-
poration X,

The 34 business salary feature would
attract capable men who could win against
professional office holders whose only
qualification is that they are better than
having no one in the office at all.

"

The most accurate rocket ngver
will hit the moon — unless it is all
fired up.

.

.o

In an item just seven months ago, this
column lated on the “refi
pair of swans would add to the severai
lakes in the area.

Birmingham’s well - known sculptor,
Marshall Fredericks, became the first to
implement this suggestion. He has do-
nated a pair of the graceful birds, which
he and Mayor Florence Willett set a-sail-
ing last week on Quarton lake.

w

minimum for a particular gov job.
For example, Joe Doakes has worked

gift will become a well-
\newed attraction from now on.

To the Editor:

The Michlgan state safety c
you its sincere thanks for the
effort to reduce traffic death

We are pleased to sa;
still totals seven per cent more
than for the same period last yeu,
the trend of the past three months
has been some improvement over |
the first

We were especially appreciative
of your support over Labor Day
when Michigan had one o the
lowest denlh tolls of any of the
big sta

The elecunns and Krushchev
seem to the big news these
days but se\erul hundred Michigan
people of voting age won't be able
| to send back an absentee ballot this
ya-r and that is more than even

K. bas of d

Lhmx to uﬂect upon is that we did
[

Thank you again for your leader-
ship in battling with this tough
| national and state-wide problem.

GERALD W. SHIPMAN
| Evecutive Secretary

| Happenings

Bits of News Gleaned From

50 YEARS AGO

Oet.

Charles Bingham, uf Southfield,

has just completed the marketing

of his peach harvest. He sold 1,623 |

bushels of the luscious fruit, rea

ing_ nearly rom. You

Jdn't ask for better resuits or
find a more worthy man.

Messrs. whhrhe-d and Plerltm
and Mrs. Wilson, Mrs.
Bigelow and of ‘course the rector,
the Rev. F. F. Kraft are might

ames church of
Birmingham on Nov. 24, to cele-
brate the occasion of the Arat serv.
ice in 1895,

“That date marks the milestone |
which Father Time has erccted
since Bishop Davies came out and

ewed the beautiful little church
lnd held opening services and said,

My people, you have builded well
We = > happy and proud and as

rs pasa and rofl slong, may
‘znod fenomhip and increase come
to you.

FRANKL IN —_ J l)e(,onltk and
E. German have their silos filled
and ‘the two engines working w0
near together reminded o the
traftic and noise on Weodward
avenue, Detroit.

30 YEARS AGO
Oct. 16, 1930
A definite movement toward an
investigation of Oakland county
| governmental nnd m:ul-uhonul af-
fairs has been “taxpay-
ers cmnmit.kea" in several town-
ships 1Eoynl Oak, Oxford and
Orion) with the circulation of

a iry by a special commmue ox
resentativg citizens or
ol fashi nad 18-member m
jury. SmeLr movements are to be
other sections of
county

Strong vlndl blow in the nemily
of the Bloomfield Hills Vill
municipal building, this Wanderer
learned recently

whipped to uthrn in these strong
winds will be replaced by a new
one.

Many a dlmuu&ed [olftr com-

- |ing up to

mingham oo 0ty club by
found the same place to_ hide his
incriminating score cards, this
Wanderer was informed yesterday
by a player who reparts that as he

w the fragments of his scove-
Card near » Bech o ot o e
able collection of md. with equal-
ly discouraging under
same bush, A addy oxplained that
many other gol(ers have made &
practice of getting rid of their
Seare carca at the suris bueh betes
Foing to the clubhouse.

Onlllnd tounly Republicans
together in Pon Mon-
y nl At a rally . . . Several

mldam.l were amon ']
those presen

Right On Schedule

pecially during the summer months.
that al- ¥
though the number of accidents |

. nounced his retirement from the

y
busy arranging for the 10th annic fo
versary of

petitions calling for either an in- |

| PEOPLE'S COLUMN
Highway Commission
Appreciates Press

Support on Traffic

ommission wishes to extend to
support you have given to the
s, injuries, and accidents, es-

Community House ‘
'Serves as Example
To the Editor:

fter a seven-year residency in
Birmingham and enjoying the
many facilities of the community
house, we ure {\‘(‘IHK a great loss
at having moved into a new com-
munity which does not have these
facilities available.

There is a movement under way,
however, to establish such a com-
‘munity center here,

Mrs. J. T. 'auvemon

\\ce Presiden

Sulgrave \iunor Civie Assn.
Alexandria,

| Letters from readers al-
ways are welcome. But
they MUST be signed, al-
though identities will not
be divulged if the writer
5o requests.

of Long Ago
Old Files Of The Eccentrie

] 15 YEARS AGO
Oct. 11, 1945
William S. Toothacker, veteran
teacher in Birmingham high school,
has resigned his position and an.
| teaching ~ profession. Toothcker,
head of the science ent
concluded his duties last l"nd‘y
leave soon for points
m Fl Fond; for the fall and winter.
| Toothacker, a teacher for the
| past 37 years, and already well past
the retirement gae, explained in his

st and that he felt he
should take a mt from his steady
Krmd of V.anhmg duties.

The annual meﬂin[ of the Bir-
mingham retail merchants associa- |
tion will be held at the Commumly‘
house on Wednesday evening, Oct.

Let us “WINTERIZE” it NOW.
STEELCRETE GR 4-3601

|
{

i 360 E. MAPLE — BIRMINGHAM

rain af your command

Let Us Install A
Permanent Underground
Llawn Sprinkler System
Free Estimates

Munz Spralawn Sysiem
738 W. Seven Mile, Detroit 3, Mich.
FOrest 6-1960
Guaranteed Systemas Since 1920

“WEDDIDG|

WA

Meet Wilfred G. Gill

“Gill” has a natural feeling for the securities business
plus a mature common-sense’ outlook, which may ex-
plain why he’s one of Goodbody's outstandingly success-'
| ful npmuuve-

Gill has a well-rounded business’

Genuine | b.clpound . worked for a while in the insurance’
\ field ¢ eleven successful years in industrial
E d aales, before Geciding on bis chosen vocation—socuritet
ngrave Gill is a tireloss worker, especially for the customers’
be serves!
® INVITATIONS “Gill" is a good man to_ know as a specialist on

® ANNOUNCEMENTS
® ACCESSORIES

You may select your
needs with confidence
as to quality and
correctness of form,

® COMPLETE SELECTION
® PROMPT DELIVERIES

Birmingham
printing

& OFFICE EQUIPMENT CO.

Mldwib 44740

respected
That's. why Gill i a good man
today

brokerage advice and service and an expert when it
comes Lo securities. He is always abreast of the market,
thanks to a constant flow of current facts and forecasts
supplied to him by Goodbody’s well known and highly

Research Department, a pnoneer in its field.
to know. Call him

GOODBODY & CO

MICHIGAN LIFE
WOODWAR
Other Michigan Offices

PENOBSCOT BLDG. 120 WEST FIRST STREET
BETROIT FLINT

BUILC

> NE/

38 National Offices

Prescnpuon ior Profit: A Want
Ad by phone or mail.

24, This was decided at & meeting |
of the board of directors, heid
Tuesday noo
Business before the association
will be the election of directors,
amendments to the constitution and
\byl.m of the organization and a
ly of Birmingham's car parking
and raffic roblems. Of particular
interest will be the parking prob-
lem, and Charles S. Rust and Har-
ry G. Muehlman of the city plan- [
ning commission, Chief of Police
|John P. Hackett' and Mayor Wil-
| lism E. Moody are to be invited w‘
| the meeting to assist in the study. |

|
|Ribbed Shirt Styles |

| Ribbed styles “are leading the

pack among knitted sport shlrm

this season. Heather color mix-

tures are among the most popular
is line.

STRICTLY FRESH

—_———
If the boss is so smart why
does he have us working for
him?
...
S/;me employes watch clocks.
Others dhl for the phone com-
pany’s time nx.m!

RAW

No student should let college
interfere with his educmon.

yvhntlo:‘k;bodu on our TV
set these days is a nice bunch
of L

Filet mignon is a beefsteak
With a superiority complex.

calls for
MODERN

SANITONE
DRY CLEANING

To be sure your suit retains
its flateering, like-new fic,

feel and appearance, insist upon .

4

our Sanitone Dry Cleaning.

Its deep-down cleansing action

flushes out all soil restores
{ “'body"" to fabrics . . . protects

drape and fic . . . careful

press lasts longer.

Try our Sanitone Service .. +

and be convinced.

Shirts Laundered
In By 10 a.m.,
Out By 5 p.m.

*WORSTED-TEX recommends }

Member of the Birmingham Credit Plate Association

‘Douglas Cleaners

534 South Woodward
Birmingham MI 4-1507

led
VIOR?T ED%EX'

SANITONE DRY CLEANING'

65 W. Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills MI 4-3242




