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Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense °

Mankind Needs Ethical Guidance

A minister in England says that he no
longer mentions the Ten Commandments
in his church. They lead to “a negative
attitude,” says he, and are responsible for
giving young people the idea that “the
church is a wet blanket.” He maintains
that the Tén Commandments are obs}..
lete. -

Disagreeing with this clergyman is as
much a matter of general philosophy as of
religious difference. The differences among
the various Christian denominations are
many and deep-seated ; differences between
Christianity and Judaism are pronounced.
Yet all Christians, as well as those who
profess the Jewish faith, are united in
common acceptance of the Ten Command-
ments. The decalogue has been the basis
for much of the world’s ciyil law as well
as for religious dogma. If the Ten Com-
mandments can become obsolete, one is
forced to ask, is there anything constant

in the world? Are there no eternal truths,
valid in every age for all men?

THE WORDS OF THE British minister
sound strangely like those of the pPeople
who fear that ordinary disciplines lead
children to frustrations. Such people hold
that discipline inhibits a child, represses
him. They seem to forget that unless cer-
tain behavior is repressed, and certain
inhibitions exercised, man can act the
savage. -

There is often talk about setting up
codes of ethics for particular professions,
especially for persons engaged in public
business. Yet no code that can be devised
will be a more effective guide to decent,
civilized behavior than will the Ten Com-
mandments. What seems to be needed is
not a modern substitute for these endur-
ing moral laws, but a modern effort to
apply them more diligently to our daily
living.

Strange Ideas on Quter Space Men

At the fourth world congress on flying
‘saucers a California electrician who claims
to have chatted with a man from another
world said there are some 800,000 beings
from outer space living on earth. The con-
cept became a trifle fuzzy at this point,
but apparently the visitors look and act
like people and are—or at least may be—
unaware of their origin. Some of our
greatest scientists, said the electrician
singled out to dispense this new gospel,
are really fellows who “brought their great

knowledge with them but have forgotten
where they came from.”

This, though doubtless intended to be
reassuring, may have the opposite effect.
If what we now have—e.g., nuclear bombs
shadowing mankind, and no control mech-
anism in sight —is the fruit of science
from outer space, maybe we'd be safer do-
ing without it. And if outer space scien-
tists are so vague they’ve forgotten where
they hail from, ‘perhaps they’d better be
taken back—along with their friend, the
electrician—for a refresher course.

Playing to Win-- Within The Rules

A refreshing view of football’s rightful
place in the academic scheme of things
was propounded recently by Dr. 0. Mer-
edith Wilson, president of the University
of Minnesota. His philosophy is simple:
Play to win, but stay within the rules.

He had in mind not so much the rules of
football as the rules which govern a
school’s participation in the game. “I en-
Jjoy winning, too,” he told an audience,
“but 1 have no patience with any outside
intervention that would lead a universtiy
to proselytize or violate regulations gov-
erning collegiate athletics.”

Dr. Wilson had the courage to say that
tolerance of rules violations would under-
mine the vital university functions of
developing in students a sense of respon-

sible leadership. Let him stick by his
guns. Let educators and non-sophomoric
alumni throtighout the nation rise in de-
fense of his enlightened position.
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If you have voted more than twice in a
state or national election, you are well
aware of the quote inconsistencies unquote
of politics and politicians.

Now Tuesday’s election is history—and
you may be pleased over the outcome, or
displeased af the result.

However, that is no reason for disap-
pointment to set in. This grand old nation
of ours isn’t going to fall apart too much
in the next four years, We've weathered
gome pretty bad situations—and there’s
nothing to assure us that from here on
out things will be all peaches and cream.

e

SO LET'S JOIN SHOULDERS and get
on with our work.

But this column started out with a com-
ment on the inconsistencies in politics.
Tuesday'’s election contained one factor
which had not been seen since eight na-
tional elections ago — this matter of re-
ligion. .

Our U.S. constitution guarantees that a
person’s religious preference will not be a
qualification for election to public office.
In other words, just because a man is
Protestant or Catholic or Jewish or even
Mohammedan he cannot be denied the op-
portunity to run for office.

However, that same constitution does
not prohibit each voter from including
religion as one of the points on which the
individual chooses his candidates.

' ONE THING OR ANOTHER

BY GEORGE WM. AVERILL

AND LEADERS OF LARGE—or even
small—groups are prevented by that same
constitution from asking his group to vote
for a specific candidate because of certain
reasons.

Jimmy Hoffa told his teamsters NOT to
vote for John Kennedy. Walter Reuther
told his UAW members to vote FOR Ken-
nedy. The American manufacturers asso-
ciation urged support of Richard Nixon.
So did “Little Business”.

The WCTU urges votes against people
who support state liquor monopolies. There
are groups who fight race tracks. Just
about anything you name you can find a
group for it—or against it.

That’s life. That's the way society func-
tions. That’s the way politics works.

)

ONE FACTION WANTS, the other
group doesn't, The individual listens to all
these proposals and counter-proposals,
then makes up his mind—if he wants ac-
tion, or to cast his vote.

How can the American public expect to
permit group leaders to speak out on eco-
nomics, labor, business, social conditions—
and exclude religion from having an im-
pact on a voter's decision?

It's impossible!

All we can hope for is that as with all
the other influencing factors, religion is
not used to make a bigoted voter. One can
be bigoted on labor, or business, or for-
eign affairs—as well as religion—if one
is not careful,
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Vigorous, thriving vine that requires lictle care or
sunlight . . . yet rewards you with an abuhdance of
greenery: Greenhouse fresh! Now at Kresge's!

West Maple at Henrietta—Birmingham




