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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Freedom: First Step

To Abandon Annual Twp. Meetings

Units of government, such as villages,
cfties, townships, and counties—just like
individuals—as they “grow up
ed with greater powers, more lo
ity in handling the problems that come to
them,

For example, in Michigan a recent law
‘allows townships with over 5,000 inhabi-
tants to discontinue the practice of holding
annual public meetings, for the transac-
tion of various official procedures.

Instead, such townships wou]d continue
to operate through a mpprvnor clerk,
treasurer, and board of trustees. Regular
monthly, or other set periods, public meet-
ings are to be-held where the puhlu may
appear with suggestions or criticisms, just
as now takes place with all cities, most
villages, boards of education, etc. Also,
under the Michigan Home Rule Act, citi-
zens may initiate propositions by petition
and have them placed on the ballot at fu-
ture elections. « -

IN BRIEF, THE transfer of annual pub-
lic township meetings to procedures out-
lined above in no way abridges the rights
and liberties of zens to control their
township government. Yet it does bring
an end to certain impractical and minor-
ity-dominated procedures which, in town-
ships over 5,000 people, can result in poor,
expensive, even foolish propositions being
foisted upon the majority by an organized
even quite tiny, minority.

So, in the townships of Bloomfield, West
Bloomfield and Southfield, its voters will
be asked to approve the proposition to

. elimiriute the annual township meetings at

the Aug. 2 election next Tuesday. -

ek
_ LET US GIVE the 10 most important
reasons for abolishing annudl meetings in
Southfield, Bloomfield and West Bloomfield

enable citizens to govern township affai

tuwmhms as outlined to us by their super-
visors, Hugh G. Allerton Jr., Southfield;
Arno Hulet, Bloomfield; and John Rehard,
West Bloomfield:

1. Vast majority
attend.

2. Permits small minority group in
attendance to dominate important affair:
of' the township.

3. Can spoil results of sound planning
and good management.

4. Township officers have no voice at
meeting.

5. Could not accommodate all citizens
if they did want to attend meeting.

6. Majority of citizens, therefore, dis-

of citizens do not

7. Viva voce vote permits vote of those
in attendance, who are not citizens of
township.

8. Inaccurate and
with .viva voce vote.

9. . Viva voce vote considered unconsti-
tutional.

10. Permits no absentee voting.

indecisive results

P
SOME OF THE REASONS why annual
meetings were established are:
1. Originally established in 1846 to

2. Served a useful purpose when the
population was small.

3. With relatively few and simple mat-
ters to be considered, afforded everyone in
the township an opportunity to have full
knowledge of township affairs and to dis-
cuss them freely.

Therefore, we heartily suggest that all
voters'in the above three respective town-
s approve the change—for we believe
that an alert, interested, and intelligent
citizenry can get improved township gov-
ernmental procedures by doing so.

Y Mill Tax For New County Bldg.

When a county, such as Oakland, finds
its population jumping from 396,000 in
1950 to over 700,000 now, just 10 years
later, numerous problems related to gov-
ernment and its operational phases be-
come evident.

Among current ‘challenges is that of
financing the county’s newly started com-
bination court house and housing space for
its various administrative agencies. Such
a building has been started on county-
owned property in the western area of
Pontiac, where for many the county
infirmary and contagious disease hospital
are located, also the State Hospital.

All of which brings us up to the subject
of this editorial: raising additional funds
for the completion of the new structure.

P

WHEN YOU GO to the polls next Tues-
day, Aug. 2, one of the propositions you
may vote on is that of approving, or dis-
approving, a proposed half-mill tax levy,
for a period of four years. If approved,

four million dollars will be made available
to complete the project.
On the b: of each $1,000 of property

* valuation, this half mill levy amounts to

50 cents: a house assessed at, say $5,000,
would pay $2.50 annually, or a total of ten
dollars over the four-year period. These

. figures are presented by David Levinson,

one of .Birmingham’s own county super-
visors, and chairman of the county’s pow-
erful Ways and Means Committee.
P

LEVINSON ASSERTS that economies
expected from housing most of the coun-
administrative activities, including
the circuit court, will result in a consider-
able annual long-term savings to county
taxpayers. Another benefit from concen-
trating so many county activities in one
place is the convenience to be afforded the
thousands of people who must contact the
courts and agencies thus housed.

We suggest that you decide to vote
“Yes” next Tuesday.

Seek To Represent You In Lansing

Two local men, Henry M. Hogun Jr., :

4263 W. Orchard Hill, and Stan Brown,
632 Ardmoor, both Republicans, ate vying
for the 3rd Congressional District’s votes
to r‘epresent this area in the Michigan
House of Representatives. Brown is 40,
married, father of four children, is self-
employed as a manufacturer’s agent. Ho-
gan, 27, is married, father of two children,
and is attached to the legal staff of Miller,
Canfield, Paddock & Stone, in their Bir-
mingham  office.

Brown, a World War 11 Air Force pilot,
has several times sought state and federal
legislative offices, and in 1953 was elected
a Justice of the Peace in Southfield Twp.
He favors a state constitutional conven-
tion and revision, freeing restricted state
funds by placing them in the hands of the
Legislature to meet changing conditions.
He favors making the Legislature a full-
time job, giving state officers four year
terms. ¢

n  a s :

BROWN APPROVES an increased sales
tax, although, if necessary, he will vote
for a flat state income tax as a last resort.
He favars improved educational opportun-
itles, better highways, safer aviation pro-

cedures.

Hogan, now a member of the Board of
Trustees of Bloomfield Twp., approves rais-
ing the State sales tax levy one cent. If
this fails to be approved by the voters,
then he would retain the present nuisance
tax structure until more State economies
are realized. He opposes a State income
tax without the people’s consent. He also
states he will .fight vigorously to bring
Michigan’s court procedures up to date,
providing for a stricter control over State
and county departments by the Legislature
and county Board of Supervisors.

PR

“] BELIEVE THAT greater economy
in operating the §tate's affairs can be
achieved,” stated Hogan. “We should con-
fine our spending to within our tax re-
ceipts. Michigan is third highset in U.S.
mental health costs, yet in the low twen-
ties in results—it seems that we ought to
get more for our money in this segment of
State activities.”

Hogan argues for a re-appraisal of all

taxes on Michigan business, particularly

in unemployment compensation, to elimi-
nate nbueqs, and consequently enable the
State to attract new businesses.
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Youngsters Bother
NDuckling Family
Pat Anderson, Too

To, the EditéF:

It seems the most attractive part of Birmingham, at least
to ducklings, is in the Baldwin-West Maple area.

A rippling little stream runs through ki laine Nagle's gar-
Uden and we saw looking down from her porch where we were
ing our dinner, such a nice little family paddling and
umbling among the smooth pebbles.

Bight little ducklings with their mother. She was letimg
them play just a little while Iunger before calling them in
to bed.

R/ I guess their mothers hadn't
AFTER AWHILE it began (o taught them to love the beauties of
gt dark and she looked around,|pature, the birds and animals und
counted them, yes, all eight were wild ducks, und be kmd to them.
there, and told them tnu‘mmehnowhe P
Then she went sailing through U
rippling water, the ducklings fol- _ BIG BOYS COME, too, and har-
| Toming closely ‘behind. Around the rass them. It makes other duck
bend of the river they went and out flustered and nervous when noisy
of sight kids come and make trouble.
Aniean you imagine, some 1 don’t think they mean to hurt
Ahxldmn were throwing n.on at them. They are just thoughtless
this nice little family one day last and don't understand about duck
week? It seems they wuldn\ sit lings.
quietly and watch them.

PATRICIA ANDERSON

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentrie

50 YEARS AGO
July 29, l910
“The residence of
was entered by burglar
urday evening during the absenc
of the family. Jewelry and oth
saluables to” the amount of

s drivers for the Greyhound
1du~ml to take their buses

¢, dec
a pun- \\ll‘\ the
\on-r bonus pay. Greyho
75 | between Birmingham
and Detroit was hal

I Pontiac

was taks

“David 1. Rainey. a former m,.‘ . ) )
mingham resident and a pioncer | “Hirmingham  re dents haye
prospector in the northern district R in cans
of British Columbia, Canada, has U‘ aid the war «ffo e slogan

f the new drive
o hopes. are that, residents can
double their previous. efforts.

discovered what could be the worlds
richest gold, - depusits at Bitter
Creck. B.

“pP. Marsh a Detroit attorney.
spoke at an open air meeting of
| the -Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union on July 21. Marsh said
that there has riever been a time
when  the temperance worker:
were so united as at the present.”

| 30 \EAks A(.u
| July 31,

“Final official rumml.’nlmm of
the census retur?
week gives Bi

STRICTLY FRESH

Medical science says_liquor
| can't cure the common cold. But,
| of course, neither can medical
science.

..
Parents are those people who
bear infants, bore teen-agers and

opulation of bonrd newlyw:ds.
ills a population of 1

lnxunw also

county's population has reached

211,025 residents.” |

‘ “William Thornt member

the Birmingham Fire De) pax('m'nl
since its organization 16 years
ago, was officially confirmed Mon-
ay as captain of Co. No. 1, in
active charge of the fire station.”

“All heat records were broken 1d
Monday when the mercury doared| BY the time a man gets ol
to 100 at noon. Unofficially, m‘ enough to watch his step he isn't
some parts of the village u“ tem- | going nnywh.em‘

perature was 104 degrees | b
oy The 150 million fingerprints in
15 YEARS AGO the FBI wouldn't impress the
July 26 1945 % | average housewite. She's washed
“General Motors announced n‘ more than that off the refrigera-

will build a $20,000,000 technical

center on Mound' road between 12 s
Mile road and Chicago avenue, not|  problem drinker: The guy in

far from Birmingham. The center
| the oftice who's always hanging
will be an entirely new conce tin| around the water cooler.
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Harry Hasn’t Been The Same Since

There he w. Meek, mild-mannered, quiet. Crab-

grass used to bully him as much as it bullied the
lawn. Then he discovered CLOUT". Suddenly, he was’
the boss. Crabgrass was through. Just by filling the

Scotts Spreader with cLodT and
walking the lawn. Takes only halfan
hour and crabgrass is doomed.CLOUT
sure gives a fella a feeling of power.
More and more folks are coming to us for Sdvice on improving their

lawns through an easy-to-follow Scotts Program. Come in anytime.
We'll be glad to prescribe the correct Program for your lawn.

Save #5.00! Scotts Spreader (16.95)
plus Clout (6.95) together only 18.90 L

MOWER SALES and SERVICE

Adjustment, sharpening, motor tune-up, repairs on power and hand

machines. Done by our factory-trained experts in our service dept.

SERVICE DEPT. OPEN 9 AM. to 6 P.M. — CLOSED SUNDAYS
\

URSERY/ALES

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN

IONTS

28859 GREENFIELD RD. @
LINCOLN 1,5500




