CROSSFIRE
By LOU CHIESI

Even Colts
Grow Old
Too Fast

The Baltimore Colts started the
National Football League season
as strong favorites to win a third
consecutive championship. Instead,
'.he lost their last four games

finished a well-beaten fourth
m Ihe tern division.

In reverse, the Detroit Lions
figured to finish far down in the
race, but won their last four and
ended in a tie for second place
with a ¢lub which perhaps was
the strongest in the entire
league at the finish.

Such is the uncertainty of pro-
fessional football. Last Septem-|
ber the Colts appeared unbeatable.
Now Coach Ween Ewbank faces

an almost impossible rebuilding
jub.
ALL OF A sudden, Gino Mar-

chetti, Art Donovan, Big Daddy
Lipscomb, Alan Ameche and others
don't exactly scare everybody; in-
stead, they are merely a bun¢h of
old pros who may have trouble
‘hanging on for a year or two more.
Maybe they'll end up in the year-
old American Football League,
where old pros go just to fade
away. |
|

e

THE COLTS will remain danger-
ous as long as Johnny Unitas can
throw a football and has Lenn)‘
Moore and Ray Berry to catch|
passes, but the Baltimore club ap- |
pears headed for real trouble next |
season unless Ewbank can fine d\
six or seven top newcomers.

IT'S LIKELY, too, that the New
York Giants in the eastern divi-
sion must start a youth movement. |
Charley Conerly no longer can |
hold up at quarterback, and Alex
Webster, Frank Gifford and Mel
Triplett have suffered more than
their quota of injuries.

Andy Robustelli, Jim Kateav- |
age, Harland Svare and others up |
front can't win championships any |
longer. The Giants also faded rap-
idly at the close of the campaign.

For the oldtimers in pro foot- |
ball, the days grow short when |
yw reach December. |

haps the most difficult de- |

cuion facing the coach of a pro-

fessional football champion is

when to rebuild. Can he win om‘
more championship with veterans?

Or must he make drastic changes
even after a championship season?

IMAGINE THE reaction of Bal-
timore fans had Ewbank traded
“veterans like Marchetti. Donovan
or Llr:omb a.f!er (hu Colts’ cham-

i becnmos increasingly’
difficult to rebuild because Ew-
bank’s stars of a year are mercl
shopworn merchandise of reduced
trading value.

Miami’s chanees of obtaining a
National Football Leagu2 fran-
chise may depend on how well the
Detroit Lions and Clevelana
Browns draw in their playoff bowl
game in the Orange Bowl on Jan.
7.

This contest is a new one,
pitting_the rumnerun teams in
the NFL's two divisions. The
Lions and Browns have been
bitter rivals for years, so the
Jan. 7 match has added luster.

The Lions and Browns didn't
meet in the regular season, |
either. | s
Miami was in strong conten-
tion fox an L berth when the
league ~mediated expnnsmn last |

winter in convention at Miami
Ballas finally was awarded
~a franchise, with Minneapolis next
on_the list. Miami’s still hoping,
and the playoff bowl should con-

vince NFL club owners one way or
the other.

MIAMI WOULD give the NFL
& warm air city for late Novem-
ber and December games, an in-
greasingly important factor as the

all seasons ends later and

It hasn't taken long for both
Michigan and Michigan State bas-
ketball teams to establish their
mediocrity. They may be battling
each other to stay out of the Big
Ten basement.

Neither squad has the talent
necessary. Nor has either school
apparently  recruited trong
freshman team. So the Wolverines
and Spartans figure to be far back
among the allo—n\ns for a few |
more yurs xt lea:

'Jm Mlchmnn high |
school bukethnll lags badly.

After the Frank Bolling trade |
and Un drafting of players by |
the new Los Angeles and Wash- |
mxlan cluhc of the American

it appears that the De-
u-uh Turcru will open next season
f the best outfields in

buebnll & minor league. mield,
mino; e catching and an
average jmajor league  pitching
staff at

However, it's difficult to tell who
and what is major or minor league
these days. Perhaps the minor
leagues finally whipped the majors
by joining them. That's what Rap-
pened to mmor league baseball.

Not that the Tigers lost much
by trading Bolling. The slim
second baseman enjoyed an ex-
ceptional season two years ago,
lli Tiger brass Iluledlllely ac-

it one season as Boll-
lnz- true ‘level of anlly He
has proved otherwise.

.
Riers
ir

as a major lea
cnln-hunuy lum overrated

| aducation department.

Up and—In!

It was this kind of shooting as executed by guard Art
Tregenza that led Bloomfield Hills’ cagers to a 60-52 victory
over Clarenceville Friday night.

them in kmk ok eusy.

Yellowjackets
Lose, 67-50,
‘To Maumee

man can't beat fi

des
[ semey alte, who
of 25 points. No
Jacket scored in_the double figure
Forward Mike Kramer
the highest
Country Day point total—seven.
| " Jaffe came within one point of
'equalling his total point output
for the two previous games in scor-
ing 25 last

R

“MAUMEE IS an excellent ball
club. They have a 6’3" center Dick
Birr, who brings back remem-
brances of Dave DeBusschere, the
great University of Detroit cager.
His brother, Jim, a 6' 3" forward,
just adds to the threat the Barons
pose to other teams,” said Ander-

501

uog'nrdltss of the disadvantages,
the game was a fairly even one.
Maumee led by only eight points
at halftime, 21-29. The Yellow-
jackets fought within four points
of the Barons in the third period.
the Barons soon pulled
ahe=d. They broke away from Yel-
lowjacket defenders fast, and found
tnemselves 19 points ahead near
the end of the R!me

“DESPITE lhe vlgomus competi-
tion the Yellowjackets staged,” An-
derson said, “Our boys played
slopily.”

“I'm not pleased with their show-
ing against the Barons or against
Groves the previous week. We beat
Groves, but we should have beaten

them more soundly than we did.
In the Maumee game, more of our
plavers should have scored more
points.”

Lhe loss gives Coumry Day a

See DCD, 7-E)

Tregenza makes tipping

Meet the Coach: Tom Carson
From Groves High School

Editor’s Note—This is the third
in a series of pel ; sketches
of Birminghams high school
coaches.

By LES LA LOIS
Sports Writer
After 12 years in the romhmg

game, basketball coac -
Son &t Groves high school has some
pretty definite ideas about his field.

A variety of jobs in just about
eyery spori has given him a keen
and sensitive insight into the spirit
and problems of teenage athletics.

Carson appeared on the Hirming-
ham  sports

e at Seaholm in

where he worked with the
reserve football and basketball
squads and_assisted in trac

N TIlF OPENING of Groves

Rool as head of tha physical

And with
a handful of freshman athletes h
developed a well rounded ath
program

s hails from Toronto, On-

umu ‘but b ks moved to Port
uron when he was five. He was
captain of St Rita’s football and

Recreation

MUNICIPAL RINK: An addi-
tional open skating period will be
ineluded in the municipal ice rink
schedule on weekdays to 3
p.m. during the holiday s
Tinkk Wil Slose on Chrisimas Eve

and New Year’s Eve at 4 p.m. The
schedule for Christmas and New
Year's Day is spen <kntmz from 3
to 6 and 7 to 10

For  further information  on
;cg&iules or ice Fondition, call MI

SATURDAY SWIMMING
CLASSES: Registrations are being
accepted by mail in the Recreation
Office for the children’s swimming
classes which begin the first Satur-
day in January. Deadline for rex-
istration _Application

is D

Up Bzg Fella—Ht- Yo-Sukt, Away!

Little Tommy Bachman hangs on to the
reins as Suki carries him over the hurdles.
Tommy took first place honors in the A class
in junior riding competition Sunduy at the

basketball scuads ducing his high
school  days
swung a mean tennis racket.

When it comes to choosing a
Detroit and also favorite coaching sport, it’s a dra:
between foothall and basketball, he
said. However, “Tennis
sport,” said Carson. “It's one game
you can play til you're 60.”
CARSON BEGAN his coaching
at Barbour Hall Junior Military
Academy near in 1946
after serving with an army radar
antiaircraft outfit in the Pacific.|
l{ met his wife who was attending |

Nazareth College while he was at |
Barbour Hall and was married in |
1946 Mrs. Carson teaches in De-

troit.
Carson left the field of athletics |

turned to coaching at Resurrection
high school in Lansing while using |
his GI Bill at Michigan State for |
a physical education degree. Since |
then e has received B masters|
eiree

Lg ‘arson finds himself jock-

e)mx tween five physical ¢du~

cation classes while taking ol

seasonal duties of head bnkelbn“
(See COACH, 7-E)

TOM CARSON

Round-Up

years of age will not_be held on |

Christm Eve and New Year's
blanks have been distributed to the | Eve. Sessions will be held from
schools. For further information 10 am. to 12 noon on wukdn
call MI 4-1800, Ext. 9. mornings beginning Dec. 26. Repo

BOYS ALL: Basket. [0 the instructor &t the mamicimal |
. The | ball or. b e 4o S cell ice rink, Eton and Lincoin Roads.
6th grades will begin Jan. 7 at the | ADULT GYM AND FAMILY
following elementary schools: SWIMMING: Adult gym activities
Adams, Baldwin, Midvale, Pierce, at Seaholm and family swimming
Quarton and The_junior | at Derby and Seaholm schools will

high boys may play at Barnum
The

not be held during the school hol-

idays. They will resume on Jan. 5

at_Derby and Jln 9 n Se-holm
SANTA CAl G:

is the hﬂ. d.y 'J\ll chlldnn

cym. program will be held
from ll.JO cach Saturday
morning for riod of eight
weeks. Anyone mtcrut«l in play-
ing in the senior high boys league
beginning Jan. 4 should call the
Recreation Oﬂlcc

23

with &nnu by l"lllm( Ml
or MI 6.T:
(See ROUNDUP, 7-E)

HOYS' HOCKEY CLINICS: The
hockey clinies for boys 9 to

Bloomfield Open Hunt. Twelve hurdles were
set up as obstacles on the indoor course. The
grace and accuracy of both horse and rider
decided the results of the meet,
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The: Maples’ staempt to break led by Seaholm's two I ot Harley in a last minute scor-| this seas
ito the win column t u voubd be a mixhha w count | ing suum.u HAZEL PARK
lied in the last few minutes of out In the Eastern| Tt looked like the Maples were | o, e
s Hazel Plrk’ five rallied to h'Jllnn’ lu&o competition at T'"" o pull one out of the bag .ﬁ...' Sapon
squeezed by the Seaholm .cagers this lut five mingtes as | Dunn M Semieh
e or scarhf trio_puiled within a | Rickets 4 Morchel
Althouxh Seaholm l,umptd ur[ TRAILING BY 14 ,,.,.m_ “ 29, | basket of Hazel Park But the Vik- | Stentznson i1 geovet
vith an early 10-0 d, Hu-l‘s,.h Im  Seemed ew | ings recovered wlgh only seconds | Schmide 2 ]
s new gym . mm.n qu. to_go for a 52 tory. Schutt 4 %
Tikins 1o hounce. back and take| Dann monopoiised the.backboen |~ With o Eouple. breaks Seaholm | oras W Towt
(ommand before the first quarter|and joined Ron Ricketts and Stew- | could have racked up its first win

"The Mables' %6 center
unn took  the scoring honors for |
the night over both squads, sinking |
4 points. Dunn is the only veteran
Maple back from last year's squad:

BOB SAYLES \thw is suﬁerln(
from bronchitis also turned in
zood performance. But, his illness
continues to play a big part in the
Maples losses.
coach Lew Parry’s
team has been hampered by the
illness of three of its starting five
s0 fnr th)x ueuan the squad_show-
improvement Friday
mzhL It’l n little early to be mis-

Southfield
Swimmers
Win, 60-44

With only two individual win-
ners and no entrant in the diving
event, the under manned swimmers | i
from Groves High lost to South-|

fleld, 60-44.
The Falcon's Bob Sutton, 50 free-
style, and Lee Driver, 100-yard

breaststroke, were the two repeat |
winners for Groves. They won

their events in both matches thla‘
season. P |
INDIVIDUAL winners lroml
adowski,
Bob [ two years of ne,
Birmingham Bow|

Southfield were: Ray
00-yard butterfly,

rs. 100-yard bac stroke, |
Jcrry Carley 100-yard free-
8 d Rod Moore won |
-vard freestyle,

o
both d 4

3. 50 and 4:63.2. | me
~ Moore set a Groves' pool record |

in the 400-yard freestyle, and he
was the only double winner of the
afternoon.

Southfield’s wrestling team didn’t
match up to the success of their
swimming counterparts. Hazel Park
defeated them, 35-12, last Thurs-
day at Hazel Park.

BOH Riders
Cop Two \
‘Top Places

A junior olympic riding event

in 1947 to work for an electrical | was held Sunday v. the Blnmnﬂeld De
company in Lansing but later re-|Open Hunt. bm
eluded those from Gnmu subl

Qutland bhblea and the Bloomfield

_(Cranes

@he Birmingham Eccentric

One and Loseé_
Two Events

) Cranbrok won one and lost. two
in athletic events t
Cranes basketball squad salva,
only win of the period as they
downed South' Lyon,
Tob Blymehard 1od'all sparers fog
Cranbrook ‘with 25 points.
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New Ball Gadget

The Machine Age has not reached |
its apex. Now there are even ma- |
chines to help increase o bowler’s
strike output.

machine m.ln
ick corpo:

runs-
, was recently in-

Tation,
[:ulled at the Birmingham Bowl

at meuln lnd Woodwlrd
Brunswi

various bowlm elt.lbll!l\mem.s for
use of the mac] ’une. Only one fran-

chise is mvzn for elch area.

|
franchises to

BIR\H‘(GHAH'S Gll Mac will |

service an area south of Pontiac
to 8 Mile road in Detroit. It took
tiation before
received the

a Bruns-
machine for

which m!uure the spread of fin-
gers.

Birmingham Area
Hockey Results

MIDGET DIVISION:

Green Hornets 4, Banshees 3
Yellow Jackets 3, Eldorados 2
Smren lar reen Hornets

thews (2), Tom
Stevens (1), Rick Thornton '(1).
Bm)uel suve Billings  (2),

‘om Mortimer (1).

T uilow .mlma Tim Gray (2),
on Massey

Eldondos HN Davis (1), Doug
Gipson

Open Hunt.

Guests were from Toledo and
Grosse Pointe.

Grant's Irishmen won first Dlace|
in the competition for A te;
*hose whose riders and h orses are

re experienced. BOH \[l\erlcka
took second plll:e

INDIVIDUAL LOW score rider |
in the A competition was Tommy

chman.
In the B class, .Grosse Pointe
Fox heads captured first place with
no_faults. o teams, th
Colts and Eagles, took second and
places respectiv
Low score rider |n the ‘B compe-
tltmn - was Pe\e

JUVENILE l)l\'ISION
Tigers 3, Huskies
Bulldoza 1, Jets D
Scorers were: Tigers:

ler 2), Ron Borquist (1)
Hulkmn Stu Forrest (2), Bob

Towen
BuIldDzs

Bob Beh-

Stevenson 1)

Jets:
lnm City Hockey League:
| The Inter-City Hocl(ey League
| composed a{ teams from Rirmine-
ham, Oak Park, Royal Oak and
Ferndale will begin scheduled play
Saturday. Ferndale will meet
Bnming}nm Varsity at the Munici-
pal Rink at 11:30 a.m. and Oak
Plrk will take on Royul Oak at
| Oak Park’s rink at the same tlme

bring you the

We wish you

Joyous and B

- HUS

HARDWARE COMPANY

Gifts of Falth
Love and Happiness.

a
lessed Christmas!

TON

B’ham Bowl Gets ‘chk Awarded Letter i, 554 B8

Gil-Mae, u precision ball drilling | Sng’ oot
actu: | Y

In other Sports, the
were plmled by Roynl

G ifith Dick, son Df Mr. and | INDIVIDUAL wmnen for()un—
George Dick, 380 Aspen road, \bmk were Bob Hug] a pin
Blrmlngh.m has boen, awarded o Pearyweipht dividion. o
n Tootball lettey after com: | Bill Barmes, with s desioion:

ple!mz Lhe autumn in Ilekluu/ Riverside, Ontario skated a
,po season at the Univ my offto victory over the Cranes,
‘m the only hockey lctmn of the

He is enrolled in the undergrad- |

school of the college of Art.!‘ All 5Dortlnx eﬁmy at m
iences of the Western New | school will be suspended i
ork University. | after the holidays.

“
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‘Don’t Crowd, Fellas’

Lea‘ding scorer 6'6” center Hap Dunn of Seaholm ﬂghp
his way through a crowd of Hazel Park cagers for a ré:
bound in Friday night’s 52-49 battle. Although Dunn tallied
24 points, the Maples dropped the contest in the last mm-
ute of plxv
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