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Christmas—Living Prayer

Each year, Dear Friend, at Christmas time,
[ We set ourself to do a rhyme,
A verse that might, in some right way,
Tlume your night, make bright your day.
By doing this, we've found it true,
That our own~paths are lighted, too.
So, using theme of Jesus® birth,
(Whose word has since spread o'er the carth)
We muse a-while, and then we write
What head and heart strive to indite.
We've found, though, as the rhyming goes,
That words alone can neer disclose
The fullness of the Plan he told—

A Plan more rich than jewels or gold!

Business District

For more than a year Birmingham's
central business district has been under
the scrutiny of two municipal planning
specialists, their objective being to deter-
mine how to improve and maintain that
area as an attractive shopping center. The
planners are Herbert Herzberg, official
Birmingham planner, and John J. Prote, a
traffic and planning expert. Wilber R.
Mason, Jr., manager of the local Jacob-
son’s stories, is chairman of the Central
Business District Development Committee.

At its start, the business people raised
nearly $16,000 to carry on the project.
Herzberg’s portion is contributed by the
City, together with office space.

Four general ideas have thus far been
developed, though none have been accepted
in whole as'yet. The Committee members
want to complete a plan that is practical,

From The Eccentric's

Some day we hope to attend a dramatic
play that will portray with plenty of
comedy worked in the career of one Fidel
Castro, Cuba’s “bearded screwball”. This
cemmunistically inclined dictator has giv-
en every evidence that he is destined to
go the way of all dictators—into disaster,
defeat. Very rapidly he is plunging Cuba
into economic disaster and when this even-
tuates in hunger for the masses Castro
will meet his doom. It is reported from

, several sources that already Castro and a
few pretty close to him have transported
millions and millions of dollars to foreign

countries, mostly in Europe, and perhaps

even in Russia which they would use when
they eventually flee from Cuba. First loot-
ing the public treasury and then making
off with it to another country is the usual
pattern of the modern dictator. It is to be
hoped, however, when Castro and his
gangsters no longer control Cuba, that
Cuba’s people will have become smart
enough to prevent the rise of another
Castro who, from all accounts, is a greater
menace to the freedom and securities of
Cuba’s people than Senor Batista, who
was overthrown by Castro, and has since
fled to Europe.

One of the occasional wholesome and
refreshing news stories one may expect
annually comes from livestock shows

Ah, Friend, all rhymes are poorly made

To tell the whole of that Crusade!
Wonder, grandeur, and the glory

Of God’s Word in Bible story
Best are shown in what we do,

Bear witness to the good and true.
A million million words are vain

To use if we would well explain
The meaning of each Christmas time!

Its message, deep, we cannot rhyme.
But we can prove its worth to all

If we would heed its holy call:
“'Be loving, gentle, humble, fair —"
This is true Christmas—Living Prayer!

GEoRrGe R. AVERILL

Plans Progress

and within the financial ability of all con-
cerned to pay for.

o

ESSENTIALLY, THE objectives are to
create conditions where both traffic move-
ment and off-street parking facilities are
sufficient conveniences to invite the max-
imum number of shoppers to the area.

Another important phase of the project
is to encourage existing properties to im-
prove their inside and outside appearances,
in keeping wnh the gembn.l good merchan-
dising of Bi

By Lydia King Frehse

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

NATURE NOW

Christmas Tree Hints v
At History of Conifers

Out of the deep coniferous for-

great forests. Douglas fir, yellow '
redwood, cedar, hemlock,

ests of Northern Germany came | pine,
the custom of bringing an_ever- | white pine and spruce; these coni:
green tree into the home at Christ- | fers here set down in the orde
mas tme. Whether you select a of their abundance, yet represent
spruce, a balsam fir or any of our | the rest wealth of the
species of pine, it is redolent nl Umkd States.

the out-of-doors bringing beaut;
and good cheer to all who hahold |

THE FOLIAGE of sonifers en-
lly consists of needle-like leaves |
“Believing that appreciation -nd”"
knowledge go hand in hand ll@ched in c!u!mn as “in our
rewith set down some flchl
nbout this great group of

Fortunately, the business interests are
strongly supported by City officials, too.
They recogmze the tax support. poulble

Chi
they bear their leedl ’

shedding, conifer leaves remain on
the trees from three to 10 years.

the exception of the tama-
rac and bald cypress which shed
‘mamully, they drop their leaves
WHEV PRI\IIT[VP man was | gradually h habit oces {

in a cone.

from an and ul b
district, thus relieving part of the tax
load otherwise levied on homes.

Point of View...

where young boys and girls often win
prizes for the care and affection bestowed
upon various farm quadrupeds. Like, for
example, the 15-year-old Iowa lass whose
year-old Hereford steer recently won the
grand prize in the big livestock show in
Chicago. The girl will be paid enough
thousands of dollars to pay off the mort-
gage on her parents’ farm, pay for an
operation for het mom, and have enough
left to put her through college. What a
splendid home environment for a young
American girl! What a grand life-begin-
ning for a dutiful and loving daughter!
What a magnificent example for all young
Americans!

Speaking of winning an election . . .
let’s speak of the Michigan chap who is
said to have'spent (plus contributions)
about $400,000 to win a seat in the U.S.
Senate . . . and then lost. We refer to
multi-millionaire Alvin Bentley, of Owos-
80, whose term in Congress expires in
January. Try again, Alvin, or back some-
body who will run for you.

Let it be recorded here—for future gen-
erations—that Nov. 28 was the warmest
day ever recorded for that date in Michi-
gan: up to 63 degrees. But, B-r-r-r-r! The
evening of the next day registered 20
degrees . . . and now, it seems, Ole Man
Winter has come to stay!
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"Twas three days before Christmas
And all through the town

Most people were ready;

There was hardly a frown.

The trees were all trimmed,
The shopping all done;
They all were waiting

For Santa to come.

I in my office,

The staff at their desks,
Had just settled back—
The paper on the press.

When out on the street ‘
There arose a. loud shout!
We ran from the newsroom

. To see what was about. .

- ONE THING OR ANOTHER

. BY GEORGE WM. AVERILL

"Twere the townspeople
Who had gathered out there
And were singing and yelling
In the cold winter air.

“Merry Christmas to you—
Happy New Year'to boot!”
Came their greeting to us
Like a well-tuned lute.

We joshed back and forth,
Gave each other some pats;
Then hurried back inside
To get into our wraps.

But we called to our friends
‘Ere they faded from view;
“Merry Christmas to all—
And Happy New Year, too!”

| eross-section of

oy
jus his first sowing and | the comimon Bame “evergreen”.
mlpmx, tremendous stands of | The story of the conifers encom- |
great conifers covered much of our | passes a period of turmoil in the |
northern hemisphere. Civilization unh's history when life was sub-‘
is a direct result of the many to great variations of soil,
benefits he derived from the forest ch ate i
for it provxded him with weapons, | compact needles make them impe:
food, shelter, vious to snow and wind. Their re- |
clothing and nnﬂm.shlpt presents only a lim-
medicine. His porating surface enabling |
first boat “was tree to endure extremes of |
a hollow tree d.rvught and moisture, heat and
trunk; his orig- ol 'ﬂley .1w contain resin which

to

We hope your ioys‘nn fnany and your troubles few..,
A very Merry Christrias from all of us to you!
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Our Annual Christmas Sale
Starts Tuesday, December 27

Save Up To % Off

inal wheel, a

Il large round lunzus di

“But the first CONIFERS ARE ‘wind pomm
ed. They bear rudimentary fowe
| cailed cones in_ which

! their s0 called “raked
out ‘benefit of an ovai

years,  Ther e Frehse | this in next week’s column.)
troes were among our early seed- | There are some 570 species of
bearing plants and arose from the | conifers grouped into 50 genera
condiates or some similar, now ex. | and 5 families. Here included are
tinet, plant group which flourished | not only a great variety of forest
during the Coal Age. This period | trees but many of our most beau-
ended some 266 millions of years | tiful ornamentals such as yew and
ago.

DURING THE NEXT 100 m

man by ny
millions of

The pine family is the largest
and most important group of con-
lion years, eonifers reached the cli- | ifers. The value and uses of their
max of their abundance. By late wood is well-known. They also!
Cretaceous times some 60 millions | produce resin and turpentine and
of years ago, this great group of | their seeds nourish small mammals
plants began to decline. This was |and
probably “due to' the competition
occasioned by the rise of our more | old winter with a green tree. To
efficient flowering plants. it we add soft-breathing beasts, |
However, by the beginning of shepherds and wise men and a star
the Ioe Age about one million leading to Mother and Holy Babe.
years ago, great stands of coni-| And to all this your seri
Fers still exiated in our northern like to add_an old famil
hemisphere. A Merry Christmas and a Happy
The giant Sequoias of our Sierra New Year” to all who read these |
Nevada are remnants of these once lines.
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at this festive season we flout

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
Deec. 21, 1910
It is very evident from the way
the pumps at the water station
ure being taxed that there is an
awful waste of water night a
duy, by users leaving Tonight and| ) dges in the conteat for the!
open, more or less o time | most attractive store window dis-
which is strictly forbidden. In case | Play in Birmingham will make
of a fire, under the present condi- | their decision Christmas Eve, and
tions, it would be simply impossi- | Will award a silver loving cup, do- |
ble to get enough fire pressure to (Continued on 7-B)

STRICTLY FRESH

the practice. (Notice to Water tak-
ers from George E. Daines, presi-
dent.)

Some women never use one
word when: sentence will do.

| stantial sums of money” have been
discovered by a recent thorough
and rigid examination into county
affairs and institutions,” the board |
declared.

e

D. G. Fisher on the Wililam Al-
len farm, two miles west and one
mile north of Birmingham, on
27 at 1 p.m., will have an auction
sale and M. H. Blunt will do the
selling. Peeler colts, boes, egg in-
cubators, cutters, farming  tools,
implements and household goods.
Everything goes.

A mantel and grate with a beau-
tiful Christmas tree handsomely
lighted and a big display '!ndw
lull 0( suitable gifts is Charles

oliday offering. He has
in-ux-kl!ulll . . .. Sure one
looking for a gift neod go from
this Store dlnAUll\

s H. Wooster of smlh&
lll h lnvlng a holiday visit
Llnd]oni Jim of the §

u YEAR! AGO

In an szm h-ncd Tuesday,
. 28, The Birmingham Eccen-
tric announced:

Judge Glenn C. Glllespiu in the
Oakland Circuit late this
atternoon recelved the petition of
Norman C. Orr, prosecuting attor-
23-man grand jury in-
vestigation of county ﬁvsrmn.n—

departments .
was made by Mr. Orr at Lha in- |

Pessimist: The fellow who
thinks all is lost because he's
not the w. it.

- “Discrepancies unable to

tance of the county board ofun-]t
be accoynted for lmonnﬂn( to sub- | tify the letter at a
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gift from Dickcinsomns

means more

HANDKERCHIEFS

Box of 3 $1.50 to $3.50

SPORT SHIRTS
$5.00 to $18.95

HATS By STETSON
from $11.95

HART SCHAFFNER
& MARX

Sport Coats from $50
HS&M Slacks $24.50

NECKWEAR
$2.50 to $7.50

Manhattan & Enre
SHIRTS
$4.50 to $6.95 -

PAJAMAS
$5.00 to $13.95

Dickcinsons

Wabeek Building
Birmingham
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Saginaw at Lawrence
Pontiae




