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Castro Has Become
Enemy of Labor

When history lends a bit more perspec-
tive to these times, there will be oppor-

tunity for someone to write a fascinating,

account of how Fidel Castro “pulled his
revolution up by the roots.” The expres-
sion was recently used by the labor colum-
nist, John Herling, in an article which
marshalled persuasive evidence that the
Cuban trade union movement has been sur-
rendered to the Communists.

The fate of labor is merely one facet of
what has happened to Cubans under the
revolution. The betrayal of the trade
unions reveals much, however, about how
the 26th of July movement has gone sour.

Organized labor, far from having gained
by the Castro revolution which it sup-
ported as a means of overthrowing the
hated Batista regime, has suffered a great
setback. Herling reports that 20 of the
island republic’s top labor leaders have

From The Eccentric's

You probably recall during the recent
Presidential campaign, President Eisen-
hower’s rather vigorous criticism of the
-words and methods of President-elect Ken-
nedy. Without mentioning Kennedy’s
name, Ike, in one of his talks, referred to
an “arrogant young man”. To be sure,
it’s understandable why a man with the
world stature of Eisenhower should be-
come a bit miffed when an “upstart” at-
tacks 8 years of Ike’s stewardship of the
United States. Let’s hope, though, from
now until President Eisenhower turns his
office over to Jack Kennedy January 20th,
that whatever breach now exists between
them will not grow any wider. Indeed, if
Ike regains his composure he no doubt will
do very much to orient the Kennedy ad-
ministration into its tremendously impor-
tant jobs.

The 1960, Annual United Foundation
campaign in this area. closed recently. It
was found that the Birmingham-Bloom-
field-Franklin community ¢ollected $170,-
589.00, or 99.2% of its $171,860.00 goal.
The usual success of this campaign in this
area may be attributed not only to the
worthwhileness( of the 195 organizations
that are aided, but also to the capable
hard-working men and women here who
plan and direct the campaign. Let us hope
“twill always be thus.

'Tis reported that half of the earth's
three billion people don’t have enough wa-
ter ... and 40 million Americans teeter on

either sought sanctuary ‘in foreign em-
bassies or fled the country. “Trade union-
ism in Cuba,” he writes, “is in fragments.”

]

THE COMMUNISTS, as always, have
been quick to move into the resultant vac-
uum. Factory committees and workers’
councils in the Soviet pattern have negated
gains made by labor during many years of
collective bargaining. Exploitation is more
than ever the order of the day in a coun-
try where the workers have been exploited
by both political and economic interests
for many years.

The Castro revolution, in short, has been
a profound disillusionment for Cuban trade
unionists who'once regarded it as their
great hope. They are not the only ones in
Cuba who are disillusioned. The forces
that will eventually bring Castro down ap-
pear to be gathering.

Point of View...

the edge of a water shortage. Yes, the wa-
ter level beneath the earth’s surface is get-
ting lower and lower. Increased population
and ever-increasing industrial use of aqua
pura in this land of ours causes much
concern to the citizens of many U.S. areas.
But we'll bet that some day, some man or
men, will solve the problem of turning sea
water into fresh water, cheaply.

You have read that China’s Red leaders
want to annihilate capitalism via the war
route, whereas Khrushchev believes it can
be done through economic means. Every-
body knows that such a war would kill off
millions and millions . . . but do you sup-
pose that the Chinese Reds might like to
see a couple hundred millions of their
people killed . . . “just to reduce the popu-
lation—with enough millions remaining
to seize what's left”?

Now that collegiate and high school
football seasons are ended, the gridiron
boys may find it a little bit difficult to sit
quietly in the classrooms. Let’s hope that
most of them make plenty of scholastic
touchdowns. The kind of touchdowns that
will help them successfully to carry the
ball through the game of life,

With Christmas but a few weeks away,
the appearance of coniferous trees
appropriate for the occasion will become
evident. In Michigan’s northern Lower
Peninsula are many “tree farms” that
cater to this seasonal business.
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What would Birmingham be like if its
population werd distributed on a world
population basis?

Where would the city’s economic wealth
be located,

How many Communists would we have?

Who would be eating, and how many
would be starving?

Willard Y. Graff, superintendent of
schools in Springfield, Mo., recently com-
piled some figures on a percentage basis
per 1,000 population of these and other
interesting comparisons.

oo

THIS COLUMN HAS APPLIED Graff’s
percentages to Birmingham’s 25,000-plus
population—with this interesting result:

1,500 persons here wauld be Americans.

23,500 would represent all other na-
tionalities.

1,500 Americans would be getting one-
half the personal income in Birmingham.

23,500 others would share the other
half.
besoo Americans would be a church mem-

T

600 would belong to no church,

7,500 of Bihmnzhnms residents would
be Christians.

17,500 would have other beliefs.

.
2,000 OF OUR CITIZENS would be

f ONE THING OR ANOTHER

BY G!Ol‘! WM, AVERILL

card-carrying Communists.

9,000 would be under Communist dom-
ination.

7,575 would be white.

17,425 would be non-white.

The 1,500 Americans could expect to
live to the age of 70,

The life expectancy of all others would
Aaverage under 40.

Of Birmingham’s total supply, the aver-
age American would have 1514 times as
much as the average of other persons.

The Americans would produce 1614 per
cent of Birmingham's food supply, con-
sume 15 per cent, and store the 11% per
cent.

o

MOST OF THE 23,500 non-Americans
would be hungry most of the time.

These 1,500 Americans would have:

12 times as much electricity

22 times as much coal

2" *.mes as much oil

50 times as much steel

50 times as much general
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Give Something Special For Christmas

“NONTACT” LENSES

The World's Most Advanced Invisible Lenses
—Makes Old-Style Contact Lenses Obsolete

Bloomiield Optical Centep

177 W. Maple M 66699

PEOPLE’S COL

the Editor:
I feel compelled to
letter signed, “Mrs. BI]I Jom"

I have bein 4 resident of B Bir.
mingham for several years.
this period T have A mlny\
gharches in_this viciicy

la and some
rﬁf; say that | have never hmdj
any prejudice against Negro, Jew,
Protestant or Catholic.

Before maving to nmmngn.m I
lived in Detroit for over 20 years.
Since 1 an_iter-denominational I

Baptist church which was within |
ing distance of our home. The |
minister and felt a|

No Prejudice Heard
In B’ham Churches

often attended services in the Ev

| Suggests a Use
For Filtration

| To the Editor:

The Birmingham filtration
plant has nearly -u been salvaged,
which is ted on the valley on

vergreen avenue.

What will be done mL\l the 1\?39‘
Preside

very strong affection for the Jew
and many attended the services.
This churc)\, like many others, |
sponsored projects to help
natives of Africa.
I AM FAMILIAR with Cathalic,
ism, Catholic authors, leaders and
publications; and in my man
Visits, to churches of  different
denominations, in and around Bir-
mingham, 1 have never !
minister ' criticise the Catholic
church. |
In answer to Jour  avestion, |
“Who can be my enda o wh |
ta requirements of being
my friend”? To have a friend
must FIRST be a friend. Live m
grow spiritually, to give
fan receive, and remsomber um
you can learn from ALL, even a
ittle child. For this spiritual |
frowth,

recommend
and TV

hers and
orman Vincent Peale (Inclndmg
&Gﬂhuapo.] ts”, 2 publication for |

and also “Unlty" literature. I
M. McM.

Bits of News Gleaned From
50 YEARS AGO

Tht Prnbylrﬂll nnp!r at the
churc] week was a most bril-
liant lnd successful affair. It net-

promoters over $100, and
all enjoyed Lhe affair, |

The first -n-n-l meeting of the
stock] First National
Bank of Blrmm(!um, will be held
at the banking offices on Tuesday,
January 10 from 10 am. to 4
p:m., for the purpose of electing
directors for m emumg year. [

The nlul‘r -.tlll‘ of lhe Bir-
lub was

mingham ¢l M
Carter's. Rol l c a I 1 "L\lrrenl
Events”. The ‘)rvg‘
consisted of a p.pu‘ by M Iss NL
Subject, “Sketch of Lincs

by Mrs. Morrow. The nq
of the club will be huld nt the
home of Mrs. Whitehead, Wood.

ning.

30 YEARS AGO
Dec. 11, 1930

An amendment’ to the Village
Building Code, regulating
height of lvom. to p"mlt eight
foot cd]lyl? tead of the eight
and a ha x.m colllnf was rec-
ommn}:d the build-
ing ldvp(ld by
the Village oommxulon Monday at
their regular m motion
for the amend
ment, following_the recommenda-
tion James W. Parry, village
manager, was ma
sioner Walter 1. Connelly.
That the Antarctic was once a

not always the
frozen territory it now n
one of the Interesti
mined as a result of
arctic Expedition, Dr.
Gould told an nudience whieh Slle
the Baldwin High School audito-
rium to capacity last Wednesday
evening.

A lhlln' rlnl wlll be built by
the city the Qua lc’ho;}

—as the remaining 28,600 others in
Birmingham,

The LOWEST income group of Ameri-
cans would be better off than the AVER-
AGE of the other 23,500,

Have any of us Americans nerve

. enough left to say we don't have

" things so good?

corner

site, the
he

the | nearby stream may be of sufficient

Happenings of Long Ago

| A. White, of 652

|is

7| a Victory Bond.

ward avenue, Dec. 6, in the ove- | &

plaques signed
%y it |

How about getting the state to |
take over for fisheries, with the
many tanks? Also, the small

yater supply and eventually feed

he Rouge siream with a supply of
oo b axsaming that all sespre
now living on the banks of thi

. * Cl,

This Season

Buy your watch

from a watchmaker
and be sure!

Just in time for your Christmas gifting, we present
our witlest selection of smartly styled watches for
men and ladies, We do all our own repair work,
with a complete guarantee.

Featuring such famous makes: Le Coultre, Lon-
gines, Eterna, Croton, Hamilton, Wittnaver, Bulova.
Costume Watches by Medana and Sheffield.

k Makers

?Ehz mme ébnp

SEAN C. MONK
Certified Master Watchmaker H.LA.
Ml 67377
151 South Bates, Birmingham

(Behind Grinnell’s—Opposite Post Office)
Open Friday 'til 9 p.m.

stream are all living up to tha

law and not allowing any contam-
inating.

This section is hilly and could
supply Birmingham with more

park  space.

Jusz a suggmuam s

Mixed-Up’ People
Are the Prejudiced

To the Editor:
An answer to Mrs. Jones' re-
quest: Quote — after attendi
| many different churches in Bir-
| mingham she is all mixed up.
ell, Mrs. Bill Jones, I don't
really believe you are any more
mixed up than

God who ccepts the inspi
(See

PEOPLE'S COL. 7-B)

Old Files Of The Eccentric

the platform with Mr. Barnes;
would it be 0.k. to ask the Mayor
some questions lboul Birming-
ham's | street improvement pro-
gram

A Smddlrd WM(E, son of Lee
Brookside, who
got hia first reporting on The Ec-
centrie, and prior to his entering
the U S. Army was a member of
the staff of the Detroit News, is
currently reporting the Nurenberg
ll"ll] in Germany for Stars and
pes, the Army newspaper. He
Lhua provided with a “front
seat” in history’s greatest criminal
lru.l his assignment, of course, is
tstanding evidence of his repor-

wrul ability.

People who never hought a War
Bond can redeem themselves with

The puppets are coming to
town! A3 a matter of fact, they're
already here and will make their

rat bow ina three-day perfo -
ance in a Christma:
the nuditorium of Badwis Publie
Library Dec. 17, 18 and 19
430 pm.

STRICTLY FRESH

Death is nature's way of tell-
ing you to l.lov: dlz'n.

Most green thumbers event-

ually come to the belief that

o(ier Nature is siding with
bugs. |

Somwomennknwww!d
make "beua‘:‘v:lvu if they
weren't so nt on making
better hus! hln N

Ally gh.but uhr tll
enouy a u-y u
of books won't convince

guys.

Join our 1961 Christmas Club Now!

This is the time to start your planning for a merry Christmas in 1961. And the
way to do it is to open a 1961 Christmas Club account at any of National Bank
of Detroit’s 66 offices. A few dollars every two weeks (25 payments) is all the
care your Christmas Club account requires. But how it will grow! For example,
$4 every ov.her week adds up to $100 by next Christmas.

So stop in this week at your nearest National Bank of Detroit office—make
Christmas 1961 happier for you and your family by planning for it now.

NATIONAL BANK OF DETROIT a

Member Fedaral Deporit Insurance Corporation




