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Our Junior Highs

B’ham, Hills,

S’field

Systems Evaluated

By SAVILLA SLOAN
Special Writer

How well do junior high schools in
this suburban area measure up to the
best educational standards practiced in

other parts of the country?

An evaluation of ermmgham, Bloom:
field Hills and Southfield junior h|gh
schools is possible on the basis of a re-
cently published report by noted educa-
tor Dr. James B. Conant, former pres-
ident of Harvard university.

The report is the re-
sult of a year’s study of
237 schools and 90 school
systems in 23 states, un-
der a grant by the Car-
negie foundation. It is a
sequel to the Conant re-
port on high schools,
which received wide-
spread recognition when
published almost two
years ago.

*

*

Savilla Sloan

Based on “the best practices found in
schools 1 visited”, Dr. Conant has made
recommendations in 14 specific areas of
seventh, eighth and ninth grade educa-
tion.

The Birmingham Eccentric asked
each of the three local school systems
to state their educational practices in
these areas. Since the report also
stressed quality of teaching in these
crucial grades, The Eccentric added a
15th pmnl,—determmmg factors for se-
lection of local junior high school staffs.

Conant also made recommendations
on desirable size of three-year junior
high schools, so a 16th inquiry covers
school student load.

The reader can make his own evalua-
tion of local educational practices by
following The Eccentric’s point-by-point
analysis.

*

Fducationa

1. Required subjects for sev-
enth and eighth grade students
are one and one-half periods of
English, one-]
science and one period each of
srithmetle and soclal studies

orld_geography in seventh,
Sortd hisiory Tn sighth) .

Emphasis in English is on
reading, composition and a deep-
er probing into literature.

Students also are réquired to

art and homemaking and shop.
Thers is a possiblity that Bir-

mingham eliminate home-
making and shop as required
th grade.

subjects in the e

AN ACCELERATED arith-
metic program is offered aprox-
imately 10 per cent of students
in the seventh grade. Algebra is
offered this group in the eighth
grade. This allows math majors

1. In the seventh grade, a pe-
riod a day each of English, arith-
metic, science and social studi
is required. Also required

is
memaking or shop, one semes-
ter of art, one semester of mu-
sic, gym and a 13-week program
of study skills, speech and health.
- Required in eighth grade is

English, social studies, arith-
metic, science, gym and a 13-
week program of reading siilis,
speech a nal guidance,

making ata o
s are electives,

SOCIAL STUDIES in the
seventh grade includes geogra-
phy and history of the Eastern

hemisphere in the eighth
grade, American history an
geography.

i Reading skills ure emphusiged
both ~ seventh and  eighth
Fraden
2 A new Scott-Foreman arith-
me! series, in which elements

©1. Southfield  junior high
schools include only grades 8

Grade s requires English,
math, ce, soclal studies and
Phyllcll educ-don. Home eco-
nomics and industrial arts are

electives, s are art and music.
Readi ls, composition and
literaturé’ appreelation are em-

phni:ed in the English pro-
“Ehen frade soclsl study is

Mnd“‘fd‘lnh( Inory World history

al chigan

taught in ninth mnphy e

2. IN ’I'HB !BL‘()ND semes-
ter of the eighth grade, students

to take analy‘ical geomst-y and
calculus_in their senior year in
high school

No foreign language is offer-

ed, at prLunl in seventh or
eighth owever, next
year, one

Toreign, tangusge will
Do Thcluded in eighth grade cur-
riculum,

3. There is one remedial read-
ing teacher at eacn of Birming-
ham's three junior high sch
en behind two years in
mdm. ability receive special
instruction in this area in grades
seven and eight. A remedial
English program is also a part
of Birmingham high school cur-
riculum.

There is 'no remedial program
in arithmetic offered.

. There is a full intramural
athletic program for all three
grades. There is a student coun-
cil, glee club, dramatic club and

*

Bloomfield Hi

ills Standards and Program

of advanced mathematics are in-
troduced, is being used at the
seventh grade level this year,
and the program will be carried
forward to the eighth grade next
year. There is no eighth grade
algebra class.

Conversational Spanish is of-
fered in the seventh grade lo
students selected from the upper
third of their class in language
skill ability, with
ing 1.Q. classification.

Both Spanish and French are
offered as electives (o .ll stu-
dents in the eighth g

In addition there is an exr
mental program — teaching
French to elementary pupi
being carried on for the thir
year in lower grndes in Lhe
school system.

3 THERE ARE four reading-
ist teachers at Bloomfield
iins junior high school.

*

*

*

*

Compared With Conant Report

*

* *

Point 1. In the seventh and
eight grades, English, social
studies, mathematics and science
should be required subjects—giv-
en one period a day for five days
a week. English should lay
heavy emph.lsls on reading skills
and . Social studies
Should emphasize history and
geography. .

In addition, all students should
receive instruction—not neces-
sarily . in art, music, phy-
sical” education, home economics
for girls, industrial arts for boys.

2. A SMALL fraction of pu-
pils should start algebra (or one
of the new brands of mathemat-
ics) in grade 8. Some, if not
all, pupils should start the study
of a modern foreign language on
A conversational basis in grade
7.

3. Instruction is basic skills,
particularly reading and arith
metic, should be continued in
junior high school us long as
pupils can guin from this in-
slrucllvn. Extra instruction

should be provided pupils who
are below grade level in reading
and arithmetic. Ability to read

*

| Practices in

intefest clubs at each junior

hi .

Eighth and ninth_grade stu-
dents do participatg in interscho-
lastic athletics. There is no
marching band at junior high
school level.

ere is no graduation cere-
mony. PR

5, .“BLOCK SYSTEM is used
in seventh grade. There is del;
initely no ‘“core” method of
teachiny

In eighth and ninth grades
students are_taught individual
subjects by individual teachers,
who are specialists in the sub-
ject they teach.

. At present, junior high
schools have six periods of 55
minutes  day. It is slanned to
return to a seven peri

7. Youngsters are g p.d
basia of ability in handling acad-
emic nub)m

e separation

*

In the seventh grade, reading
and study skills are emphasized.
In grade ei ing rate and

comprehenslon are _develo
grade a reading
Abomory is a part

o the English courec,

For students below average in
reading ability, there are reme-
dial reading seetions in grades

into groups is based on individ-
ual achievement test scores (of
reading

ability is one
s 1 performance,
bility tests and
ndation of sixth grade

8. There is a full time guid-
ance-testing specialist for every
360 students.

9. A recent study shows an
average of one-half hour of
homework in seventh grade, one
and one-half in eighth grade and
one and a half to two hours in

ninf e.
Use of block system helps eli-
minate too much homework be-
ing assigned to any one particu-
lar night in seventh grade.
THE THEORY of correlating
home work is good, but difficult
Lo practice in other grades, ac-
cording to Daniel Nesbitt, direc-

*

terest-activities.

'rmz ATHLETIC program in
is intramural in
the minth grade studenta do par-
ticipate in inter-school sports.
‘here is no marching band and
no_graduation ceremonies.
5. Two block teaching periods
of English-social studies and
thosci are scheduled in

(or mdxvldull r!ld‘ng problems

I is tlll[l\l
dllly grades
e o B Laim) “mlthmette
program.

the seventh grade. In the eighth
grade, English and social stud-
fes are “block” taught. Other
subjects are taught by individual
teachers, who are specialists in
their teaching field. In the ninth

and student

4. Except for xludent council  grade, pupils have individual
e var- list-teachers i sub-

ied extra-curricular Ac!lvl"!& at Jects.
the junior high school are car- There is no “core” teaching.

ried on after school hours. These
include, band, stringed instru-
ment groups, glee club, choir,
dramatic club, math club, future
teachers club, newspaper club,
bowling, chess club and other in-

*

Southfield’s

with higher math ability are
given an enriched arithmetic pro-
gram that includes basic intro-
duction to geometry and algebra.

There are no _foreign lan-
guage courses offered in the

eighth_grade.
S The English program is

varied to encompass all students
at whatever grade level they are
reading, with a testing proj
to determine reading levels. One
teacher at each junior high school
reading classes
under the supervision of a di-
rector of readin
Basic math c
to approximatel;
+0 that help can be

es are held
20 students,
given to stu’

dents with mnth dlmculueu on
an individual

3 Elln-ﬂlrrkuhr activities
includ,

associa-
tion, -lurfnt council,

frosh clul g ¢
club, French elub, selence club,
art tlub and other student inter-

““Southield Junior high schools
members of the Little Oak
parti

1 pate in
modified | Inu&gcml-ule athletic
programs with individuals of the
same age and grad
here is no marc}
eraduation ceremon
B here Go o Mbiacic” teach:
ing in junior high school. In

It would not be opposed, how-
ever, if teachers expert in this
method were available.

6. 'lhere nre seven 47-minute
periods a d

7 Children are grouped ac-

*

*

*

*

should be stressed, and trained
reading teachers provided for
remedial purposes.

mus
ulembly and homeroom pr

o
interest clubs, TRA-
. athletics, and student

uneil.

Interscholastic athletics and

marching bands are to be con-
demned in junior high schools;

is no_sound educational
reason for them and too often
they serve merely us public en-
tertainment.

5. THE TRANSITION of the
pupil from elementary school to
secondary school should be eased
by the use of one block teacher
(who has the child for at least

h: S
ists in the fields they teach.

(An endorsement of “block”
teaching  dues presuppose
endorsent re” teaching
—which is combining the teach-
ing of two subjects in relation-

n
ship with each other, rather than
separately.)

*

Birmingham Junior Highs

tor of curriculum for Birming-
ham schools.

Seme pupils are held back,
but never more than two years.
Each case of retention is given
careful study

10. Required ninth grade gen-
eral-education subjects are math,
science and English, Electives
include music, art, Social stad-
ies, Spanish, French, home eco-
nomics and speech

Typing is offered at summer
school.

pilot-study  ninth
cluss in biology is bel
I i

grade

biology in the ninth grades at all
junior high scavols next year.

11. Al school facilities meet
Conant standards. In addition,
there are special art, music and
science rooms.

*

cording to ability on a subject-
to-subject basis, except whero
block teaching prevents division
of two subjects

*

* * *

In order to provide flex-
ibiity o daily class schedule, to
pravide time for electives or re-
medial classes, a seven-period
day, with 50 minute classes, is
recommended.

7. Children should be grouped
in classes according to aptitudes,
with particular emphasis pl
on correlation of reading abili-
ty. There should be three groups
—one for the accelerated, one
for the slower pupils, with the
bulk of the pupils in a large
middle group.

8. A FULL-TIME specialist,
or the equivalent, in guidance
and testing should be available
lnr «-Vnrry 260 (00 pupllﬂ

*

10. In the ninth grade, the
curriculum should provide for a
sequential elective program as
well as_the continuation of the
required courses in general edu-
cation,

TYPI FOR personal use
might be offered here, if not in
earlier grades. It could be
summer school course.

An accelerated science course
might offer a specific science in
the ninth grade, rather than a
general science.

11. Facilities shuuld include a
well'stocked library, a gymnas-
fum with locker rooms and show-
ers, specially equipped home eco-
nomics wnd industrial arts rooms,

prn’ﬁ'lhle in junior high bl
It should range from 1 hour in
de 7 to 2 homs by grade 9.
Teacher cooperation in assign-

& homework in various sub-

) has not been master-
«d is advised provided there is
careful, individual study given
each case. No child should be
held back more than two years
in eight grades.

*

12, There is coordination of all
subjects from kindergarten
through senior high school in the
Birmingham system.

Heading the coordination pro-
gram is Donald Nesbitt, direc-
tor of curriculum. An assistant
to Nesbitt is being added this
year,

A curriculum council, composed
of elementary and secondary
teachers, principals and special
edueation teachers, serve in an
advisory capacity to Nesbitt.

THE COUNCIL
picked. In order that teacher-
members may give enough time
00 the council and still have their
classroom schedule uninterrupt-
ed, a half-day substitute is fur-
nished 15 times a year for each
teacher, freeing that teacher for
curriculum coordination and
study meetings.

is hand

*

to whether it would be worth-
while for the student. Social,
psychological and scademic fac-
tors are cons in promotion

cor-
roborated by testing results, de-
termines the grouping. There
is an accelerated group, a large
regular group and a remedial-
class group.

8. THERE IS a full-time guid-
ance personnel to pupil ratio of
1-250.

9. Home work assignments
range from one hour in grade
to two hours in grade 9.

Block teaching in grades 7 and
8 help apportion home work as-
signments, teaching stafl
also spread due dates of major
projects and exams, so. students
do ot gt diffcult”assignments
at the same tim

Children are held back strict-
Iy on the basis of evaluation as

*

and

10. There is a sequential pro-
gram in the ninth grade for elec-
tives as well as required sub-

jects. Electives offered include
foreign languages, science,
speech, creative writing, dra-
matics, typing, drafting, com-

mercial art and design, choir and
instrumental music.

REQUIRED SUBJECTS are
social studies, mathematics, Eng-
lish and alternat ting courses in
physical education and reading
skills and educatioinal guidance.

A biology course is offered to
students who have shown out-
standing ability in pm;um gen-
zral science course

Facilities mul Conant re-
qmmmmn

*

*

*

r assembly room
llandlmu at least half the stu-
dent body, cafeteria space for
pne-third the student body.

Desireable are special art, mu-
sic and science rooms.

12. Whatever the organiza-
tion of the school system, there
should be careful coordination in
each subject area from kinder-
xarten through grade 12.

Average teacher-load
\hould be 125-150 pupils per day
over five periods. English Icarh-

* *

13. The average teacher load
125 to 150 pupils for all
classes, including English, ap-
portioned over 5 periods. Physi-
cal education teachers handle
200-250 pupils a day.

There are approximately 48
professionals for every 1,000
pupils at the junior high school

There is one librarian at each
juriiur hixh school.

um junior high, with
723" todentar o ncipal,
ane assistant’ principal and o

erks.

Derby. with 1,178 students,
has a principal, one assistant
principal and three clerks.

oves, with 882 students, has

]J pal, an assistant princi-
val wad foir clerks.

15, AN ATTEMPT to *try to
find the teacher that best fits

*

There are special art, music
and science rooms.

. There is curriculum coor-
dination of all grades from kin-
dergarten through high school.

A complete curriculum study is
in’ process at the moment; and,
when concluded, each teacher in
the school system will be able to
examine exactly what is taught
in each subject in each grade.
There are curriculum committees
organized for each subject, meet-
ing once a month, with teachers
from all levels represented on
each committee. School is dis-
missed for teacher workshops
seven times a year.

IN GRADE 7, average
load for all major sub-
Jects is 85-116 pupils. In grade
7, the teacher load is 85-176 pu-
pils and in gmge 9 it is 140-170,
There is a si¥-period l?achmx
ay for teachers.

*

unior High School System

general, teachers are assigned to
their field of t on the
basis of their major field of
study in college.

e
6. THERE IS a seven-period
d_l{i. with 50 minutes in each pe-

7. Separation of students on
the basis of intellectual capacity
or reading ability is limited to
remedial reading classes and en-
riched English classes for the
academically talented. Studenb;
selecting algebra and biolog)
u.. ninth mde level, and IKD

advanced math
the ~half of the eIKth grade, .1»

lnlellecuml ability.

There is a guidance-testing
pcclllu( for grade at each
junior high school. The ratio
is pecialist for every 273

Specialists initiate individual
and group orientation programs
on a grade-to-grade level and
also hefp students with persomal,
social and academic adjustments.

9. There is an average of one
to two hours of homework as-
signed in eighth and ninth
grades.

Teachers work together by de-
partments and faculty ~council
to determine policy and proce-

dure o

10. THERE 18 a continding
program for clectives as well a:
Probived ‘subjests at the  ninth
grade level. All students may
continue with shop, home eco-
nomics, art and music, so that
they may be acquiring “market-
able skills” in these fields.

Latin, French and Spanish
are introduced at ninth grade
level with a continuing high
schoul program in these subjects.

Required _subjects in ninth
grade are. English, math, gen-
eral, busic o algebra, and phy-

educati

1. F-elllllel meet Conant re-
quirem
12, (nmnllmllun of subject

matter is the direct responsibility
of the superintendant’s office.
The elementary program is as-
slgned to a directar of elemen-

tary_education, who plans with
the junior high school principals
for systematic curriculum devel-
opment. Establishment of per-
manent study committees with
representatives from elemen-
tary, junior high school, and high
school staffs, has been accom-
plished.

13. THERE 18 a pupil teacher
ratio of 21.7 students to each
teacher. English teachers have
a pupil load of 148 students per
day. Physical education instruc-

*x %

Here’s What Dr. Conant Recommends

more than 100 pupils, while gym
teachers may handle as many as ]
200 pupils.

ers should be responsible for no l

e

A BALANCED staff of 50 pro-
fessionals for every 1,000 pupils
is a minimum acceptable ratio.
for an adequately staffed school
system.

A professional librarian should
be responsible for no more than
750 pupils.

14. A principal must have suf-
ficient administrative help in the
form of assistant principals and N
clerical help. A full-time assi
tant prineipal should be avail-
able for every 750 pupils, a
clerk or secretary for every 250,

15. Because of the trapsition-
al nature of grades 7 and 8§,
teachers with unusual combis
tion of qualifications are needed.
Grades 7 and 8 certainly shi
not be i

ould
igwed as training ground
for senior high school teachers.
16. For really efficient educ:
tional and financial operation,
something like 760 pupils are
three-year junior
. Conant would ques-
tion an enrollment of more than 1
1200 students in a junior high. .

*

the job" is the basis in hiring
junior high school teachers. The
nature of the pre-adolescent
child requires nrucular :k|ll in
handling teachers for these
grades, and it is difficult o find
teachers trained for junior high
school.

Elementary teachers are not
promoted to teach in junior high

mse of certification
restrictions.

An attempt is made to main-
tain a balance of male teachers
over female teachers at junior
high school level.

Some teachers are transfer-
red to senior high school from
junior high school, because of
ability to work with senior high
rather than junior high school
students.

16. All three junior high
schools have between 750 and
1,200 students.

'm teachers have a_200-250
wu ing load per day. The pro-
fessional staff has a ratio of 52.56
professionals for every 1,000 pu-
pils.

ere s one
librarian for 880 pup

14. For 880 pupils at Bloom-
field junior high school, the prin-
cipal is assisted by a full-time

ean of boys and a half-time
dean of girls. There is one full-
time administrative secretary
and full-time clerical help, as-
signed to assisting teachers only.

15. A balance of teachers with
elementary or high school expe-
rience is ‘maintained at Bloom-
field Hills junior high school.
Teachers are sought who not on-
Iy have teaching experience in
their subject matter, but also
who are aware of the needs of
adolescent boys and girls.

16. There are 880 pupils in the
Jjunior -high school.

professional

sors handle 189 students.

There is a prom-mml librar-
ian for every 567 pi

14. Each ]umor hlgh school
has an assistant principal, one
secretary and an additional clerk.

15. Teaching in junior high
school is not n.ln‘hd
aration for
signments. J-nlnr high um.m

reened their under-

standing of nnd nb“.“y to work
with children in this early ad-
olescent stage of development
and for their subject malter
trllm'g
he combined student pop-
ulation of the two junior high
schools is 1,127




