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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

We in Michigan realize that additional
new taxes are needed to balance the
State’s budget. To date, two major sug-
gestions have been made: an income tax
and an increase in the existing sales tax.
An income tax, unless it be uniform in
nature, and also imposed upon all who
earn over a certain sum, will in gny event
require heaven-knows-how-many new jobs
added to the State’s payroll.

If the Governor’s “soak-the-few” income
tax plan is adopted, it probably will be
taken into court, on the basis that it is

unconstitutional. If the courts sustain it,*

then it will become an irrevocable “tax
upon the few to support the many”. And
this —like the federal income tax —can
only result in an ever-increasing levy upon
the few, since the “many” will control the
State’s election results.

o
A SALES TAX, argue many, is a tax on

.

Which: Sales or Income Tax?

all our citizens; it takes from those who
can least afford it some of their money.
To be sure, it reaches into every pocket-
book. However, it could be amended to
exempt, for example, food and clothing.

Yet one of the most valuable reasons for
a sales tax system of raising revenues is
the fact that it does affect everybody—
for only when a tax reaches the vast ma-
jority of a State’s citizens will those citi-
zens pay greater attention to the amount
of taxes they are required to pay. Only
thus are the taxpayers afforded a natural
control over those who, in government,
levy, collect and spend the people’s money.

To be sure, while most citizens are will-
ing to pay toward the cost of good and
economical government, they do rebel
against extravagance. Most Americans
also support tax laws that are fair and
equitable toward all citizens.

I From The Eccentric's Pomt of View...

For another year, Biri -Bloom-

y. The Senator’s humility should

field concert patrons are going to have to |

go to a high school in a neighboring South
Oakland city to enjoy a 1959-60 program
of distinguished artists. We note this in
connection with the membership campaign
this week of the Community Concerts as-
sociation of Southern Oakland county. We
recall periodic community conversational
outbursts regarding why Birmingham-
Bloomfield doesn’t have a community au-
ditorium. With all our wonderful facilities
—from picturesque city and township halls
te fine public libraries and athletic fields—
it does cause some to wonder why |
patrons of the concert stage haven't con-
ducted an active campaign for a commun-
ity auditorium. Well, some of these days,
maybe . . . Incidentally, those Community
Concert: series tickets are a good invest-
ment fpr many hours of find enjoyment.

Michigan State Representative James
Clarkson, Democrat from nearby South-
field, has introduced a bill in the Michigan
Legislature which, if enacted into law,
would require that all locomotive engi-
neers toot their whistles twice on ap-
proaching rural grade crossings instead
of relying on the bell. Clarkson quite
truthfully asserts that the bell doesn't
make enough sound to warn people in
time to prevent possible accidents. Good
work, Jim, if you get the bill on the State’s
statute books. This is one kind of a toot
that everybody can approve.

Ever smcepemocrn( Philip A. Hart was
elected to the United States Senate by
Michigan voters, has has frequently re-
vealed a facet, of his character that is
worth praising. We refer to his attitude of
humbleness. The size and powers for good
or bad that exist in the United States
Senate have impressed Senator Hart tre-

stand n good value in the future; for
this humility normally is antagonistic to
arrogance and conceit—two characteris-
tics that are quite evident in some of the
other United States Senators who sit on
the same political side of the aisle as does
Senator Hart.

Few men in the history of the US.A.
have ever been bitten more seriously by
the political bug than Harold E. Stassen.
You may recall that Stassen'first ran and

was elected Governor of Minnesota, where
he did a pretty good job. Then he wanted
to get into the national political picture
and tried to get himself nominated by the
Republican party as a candidate for Pres-
ident. Failing twice in that, he then moved
back to Pennsylvania where he tried a
year ago to win the Governorship of the
Keystone State, but went down to over-
whelming defeat. Now, the indefatigable
Stassen is going to run‘for Mayor of the
City of Philadelphia. Yes, Harold certainly
personifies political perseverance.

According to most observers of the Na-
tion’s political scene, Governor Williams
apparently has very little chance of win-
ning the Democratic party’s nomination
for the Presidency in 1960. Even though
he may not be a candidate for that high
office, we'll wager that, in the event the
Democrats win in 1960, Soapy will get a
comfortable political berth somewhere in
whatever administration takes over. When
Soapy leaves Lansing, this, of course, will
require Walter Reuther and his fellow
inmates of Solidarity House to groom and
elect another Governor — which, in the
light of the popularity of Republican Paul
D. Bagwell, who may be a candidate for
Governor in 1960, may require Reuther
et al to work harder to elect their man.
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

= Ketchup is the spice of life to many peo-
ple.

I've seen it used on eggs and baked
beans, and’ heard that it has gone into
cakes and on top of ice cream.

But the other day I saw a new use:

In a local eatery, a woman ordered a
bowl of turkey soup, proceeded to dump in
at least a third of a bottle of catsup. Stir-

Suburban

Sentiment
THE SOUND AND THE FURY
The wedding bells brought her the kind
of a house
A woman wants and adores,
She hadn't reckoned on landing a
spouse
Who'd raise the roof with his snores.

~—Dorothy Rockwell McWood
¥

red around, it tinted the broth a shght
rust color.
e
Overheard on E. Maple in Birmingham
hetween one teenaged girl and another:
“I really think she is a bore — but
she’s so popular. That’s why I like her!”
e
They say one out of each five marriages
winds up in divorce. The other couples die
fighting.
e
On the final day of school, certain
teachers can be heard to mutter over
their work, “2-B or not 2-B.”
Phese are the 1-A teachers.
PR
There’s nothing about a desire to fight
that an enemy can't fix.
oo
Only an ordinary man need fear being
replaced. A creative man has no such
fear. o
A reckless driver is a guy who has a car
that can outrace yours.

| season
| es,

Join the Easter Parade---After Church

1880 Penobscot Building,
Detroit
W. M. Milligan, C.LU,
Branch Manager

Telephone: WOodward 1-3191

MANUFACTURERS LIFE
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NATURE NOW

Birds Get

During late winter and earl
hard-pressed to satisfy their grow.
ing appetites. As the long winter
ends, the supply of soft berries,
wild plan s and fallen grains
has grown scarce. Sumac fruits
are abundant and colorful. They
are so hardy that they rn-qm-nuy
remain on their branches until t
are displaced by the new season's
growth,

Staghorn sumac 1s so named be-
cause each year's new crop of

coating of velvety hairs. Thi
ates an effect resembling a stag’s
horn seen in the “velvet”. The bark
on old trunks is dark and rough;|
on younger branches it is covered
with numerous yellowish - brown
dots.

Sumac flowers abundantly dur-
ing the month
of May, sending
up pyramid-like
clusters of small
greenish-yellow
blossoms. As the
advane-
these turn
into bunches of
rich red velvety
berries as much
as eight inches
long. The com- M ke
pound leaves
which are borne on hairy stalks|
have 11 to 31 leaflets.

CIL  BILLINGTON, in  his|
rubs of Michigan”, lists four
other species of this common|
shrub. The one to be avoided is
poison sumac, the most poisonous
shrub in our range. All these plus
our common poison ivy belong to
the genus “Rhus.””

This family is widely dispersed

One of our best and most lu
found in the fruit of our common «tnghom sumac.

twigs s covered by a fine, dense |
cre-

8 | crimson, rose and purple mingled

by Lydia King Frehse

lal Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Spring

Meals from Sumac |

sting sources of bird food is,

y spring, seed- e.mng birds are

with staghorn sumac (Rhus ty
phina) the most common s
in our lower peninsdla. It is nulv
.n inguished from the poisonous
v (Rhus vernix) by its
leaves and velvety-red
| fruits. The latter is found in|
swamps, has lcaves with their
edges only slightly irregular and
a slender fruit stalk of dull white
berries. Birds devour these with
| no ill effects. |
Staghorn sumac is a hardy shrub
which may reach the proportions
|of a small tree. It spreads rapidly
and is suitable for home phnunm
{if space is not at a premium. Dry,|

gravelly and sandy soil is its pref-
| erence. Tt frequently follows road-
[ sides and govers large areas of |
| IN AUTUMN it is certain to
| start the color show. Present on
| the same plant one may see orange,

loolhml

undistorbed and out-worn lands. |

with the silver and green of the
underside of the leaves.
So impressed were the American
pioneers with the striking beauty
of staghorn that they early sbnt it
| back to the Old World to be used
as ornamental. From its fruits
hey made a cooling lemon-like
drmk while its twigs and leaves
were used as a tanning agent for
the finest of leathers. The indians
smoked its cured leaves mixed with
their tobacco.

When our migrating robins and
blue birds return, sumac’ berries
tide them over the spring food
shortage. Catbirds, brown thrash-
ers, cardinals, sparrows and many |
other seed-eaters are equally fond |
of this versatile fruit. |

Happenings

of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From OId Files Of The Eccentrie

50 YEARS AGO
March 26, 1909
“Samuel Bortle is lhf happiest

to have

tle home. There is one thing that
Samuel will insist on and that is
to have the best of eVery thing
that is going.”

“Seen Edward Smith, Jr., and
his new Shetland pony? They
make a happy pair. The pony is
a gift from the boy’s parents, and
the pony is from the Wutkin's
pony farm.”

30 YEARS AGO

March 21, 1929
“Beggars must learn congider-
able in the way of every day psy-
chology. Although in the city the
seasons make little difference, the
warm spring days have brought
the professional beggars to Bir-

hghu to light up his pleasant lit- |

T

 mingham.”

“Screens will be placed on the
municipal building at an early date
| following the award of contracts
to the Burroughs company of Port-
land, Me., who will complete the
work for $1,075,

15 YEARS AGO

March 23, 1944
“Most men have a hobby that
dominates their leisure time

thoughts. So, if you want to en-
gage Harry E. Bissett of Henrietta
street, in lively conversation, just
get on the subject of huxmng, deer
hunting is )m !po('lnll)

“Friends soon learned why a
guest at a recent wedding recep-
tion couldn’t drink the toasts pro-
posed in the toast program. He
found the punch so good he just
drank it all before the toasts were
proposed. So his response was
rather dry.” -

R, Denison, Any_,
mingham,

STATE OF, mchuu.m —

Oakland

The Probate

lhe Lourl House in_the City of Pontiac,
s ty on the 4th day of March.

“Honorable Arthur E. Moore.
f Probate.

Matter Gt the Estate of DOUG-
ARLES CARRUTHERS, De.

y M. Carruthers h

Carruthe
i a Toal®y 20ma other sullable’ pw
son, an leterminat
helfs of nld e on of the lor
O

!
5 s :

he nall, m‘h ondet ling
The peraonally. or by mar
to-eadh o thers By ogistered

retur recelpt demanded addr
theie ...n.-n-. Iast know
the flea and records In thir

And it fs further Ordered that public
natice thereof be wiven by publicatior
of a copy of this order once each

o auccesnive weeks previo
of hearing 5

culated ih sald county
RTHUR E. MOORE,
Judge of Probate,

John_E.
Bldy.,

Mietraic 5 Micw

STATE OF MICHIGAN — The

the 16th day

nent, Hunurnh!l Arthur E. Moore,

!udlr of Probate.

Matter of the Estate of HAR-
LB H."CORSON. Deconsed
sedohn Roberta Corson having Aled s
an tnatrument fled
robate as
id de-

o
roit, tl

ald “will “or o ‘some othe

{uitable person.

That the 11th day of
a in the

'y appointed for
Further

\f hearing, In the Birmin
newspaper printed -na “lreuinted in

®
ATy prior” e said ddy at
ing.

ARTHUR E. MOORE,
Judge of Probate.

ANDERSEN wiNoows

FORMICA -eo

ARMSTRONG CEILINGS

'COMPLETE MODERNIZATION SERVICE

————

Doing your own

2x4 —BFR

28 in. WOOD LEGS ..

HARDWOOD
Sliding Door Track

We Furn

PAINT

13

FREE DELIVERY

A COMPLETE LINE OF
ADJUSTABLE SHELF BRACKETS

24x48-Inch PEG BOARD 97¢ Ea.

INTERIOR MOVABLE SHUTTERS

a Complete Shutter Service
R

WE WILL MEASURE, PAINT
and INSTALL IF YOU WISH

425.5. ETON (South of G.T.R.R. Depot), BIRMINGHAM

make RESTRICK Your PANELING

HEADQUARTERS
KNOTTY PINE _ 15¢ Sq. Ft.
6-8-10 Inch Widths
KNOTTY CEDAR ______ 18%2¢ Sq. Ft.

6 & 10 Inch Widtks
TIDE WATER CYPRESS 18%zc Sq. Ft.
6-8-10 Inch Widths

PECKY CYPRESS

6-8-10-12 Inch Widths
ABOVE PRICES FOR RANDOM LENGTHS

________ 33c Sq. Ft.

BEAUTIFUL PRE-FINISHED

MAHOGANY

7%

We Carry a Complete Line
of Mahogany Mouldings

49c¢ Ea.

LARGE

$5.98 4 by 8 SHEET

SMOGNIM WNNIWNIVY SAQIONA3Y

.. 25¢ R,

LOUVERED |.
DOORS |-
Size 157 x80 x 1%” | §
(2}

BAR
STOOLS $749 Ea. x
$2.98 °
Unfinished B <
HARDWARE -
. >
UMBER z
COMPANY =
Since 1884 ©w

CALL MI 4-5300

FHA TERMS

OPEN SATURDAY TILL NOON

in home after home after home...

W

b 1w electric eotrw water heater wa

In home after home there's a new electric water heater. And the families
in these homes enjoy all the hot water they want.

You can be confident that an electric water heater, plus Edison’s new
Super Supply Plan, will provide raund-the-clock hot water for all your
family's needs, too. Then you can plan your day more efficiently—do the
laundry, wash dishes, schedule showers when you want to.

Here's the convenient, modern way to GET IT HOT ... GET A LOT
for an operating cost as low as $3.88 per month.

Only
&
&
[E3]
B

water
near a chimney

standards

Efficient—the heat goes into the
Install anywhere—need not be
Long life—meet Edison’s rigid

Automatic—all the tima

ctric water heaters give you all these important advantagest

Fast—new, more efficient heating

units.
Outer shell—cool to the touch all
over
[X] Edison maintains electrical parts oner’
without charge @

[X] Safe—clean—quiet—modern

See your plumber or appliance dedler DETROIT EDISON

BERVES SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN



