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A Tree, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

To Vote—Know More About U.S.

Former President Truman said recently
that no one should be allowed to vote
until he had passed an examination in,
American, Government and History equal
to that given a foreign immigrant when
he applies for citizenship.

And why not? If all voters knew that
much about their country and Govern-
ment, they would almost certainly take a
greater interest in their Government, and
vote more intelligently.

In the last election, only about 44%
voted of those legally qualified.

Isn't it as important to know about our
Government and institutions as to know
highway traffic laws? People are required
to pass an examination on them before
they can drive automobiles.

IGNORANCE ABOUT our Constitution
and Government is shocking. In a recent
poll, only one person in five could name
one or more of the rights and freedoms
mentioned in the BILL OF RIGHTS.

A great city newspaper sent a reporter
out in the street to ask the first five per-
sons: “What is the meaning of the 4th of
July 7’ Not ofie gave a fairly intelligent
answer.

In another poll of high school graduates,
25¢ thought George Washington wuas
President during the Civil War.

We spend on our public schools as much
as does all the rest of the world put to-
gether.

Result: Colossal ignorance of the fund-
amentals of American citi

Date to Watch _ ‘

I From The Eccentric's Point of View...

Since U. S. Secretary of State Dullw
has been hospitalized, President Eisen-
hower has taken on something of the lead-
ership qualities that made him the world’s
outstanding military man in the defeat of
Hitler in Worlde War II. Instead of being a
sort of easy-going, even-tempered and in-
credibly calm President, which he had
pretty much been prior to Dulles’ illness,
Tke has pleasantly surprised millions of
Americans who longed to see their Presi-
dent manifest his leadership qualities in
these troublous times. Even the unimpres-
sionablé newspaper men and women in
Washington, D. C. have taken, for the
most part, a considerable pride in the
change that has come over the President.
Indeed, we'll wager that Secretary Dulles,
as he seeks to recuperate in Walter Reed
Hospital in Washington, gets a thrill out
of ITke's new behavior.

We are recording this observation for
the benefit of future readers of The Ec-
centric who may wonder if this area ever
went through a long cold winter. So let it
be recorded this 6th day of March, 1959,
that for the past four months, the entire
midwest of the U.S.A. has had one of its
most severe winters in more than a gen-
eration. Indeed, all parts of the United
States have had periods of cold weather,
some of it extending wgy down into Texas
and Florida. Last night in Southeastern
Michigan, sevéral inches of snow fell—
and yet the calendar tells us that Spring
is only 15 days away. Ah! The poor weath-
er man. He's really gone through a dif ir
cult winter.

Massachusetts’ United States Senator,
Democrat Jack Kennedy, continues to
make a strong bid to win his party’s
greater support as a candidate for Presi-
dent of the United States in 1960, You
may. recall that Senator Kennedy, several
years ago, wrote a Book titled “Profile of

Courage”. This book contained stories

. about a number of famous American

statesmen who, when their principles and
their courage were challenged by some
great public issue, they remained true to
themselves and their own conscience.
Young Kennedy, whose father is a multi-
millionaire, is trying to put through a so-
called labor reform bill in Congress which,
most impartial observers agree, is a luke-
warm collection of letters’of the alphabet.
These observers point out that Kennedy
operates solely to woo and win the support
of American labor. It looks to us as though
Senator Kennedy, unless he pays more at-
tention to the book he wrote, will be able
to write another one whose title might
well be “Profiles of Cowardice”.

It seems to us that the present financial
plight of the State of Michigan will work
against the chances of Governor Williams
to receive his party’s nomination for Pres-
ident during the 1960 Democrz’!ic Conven-
tion. Opponents of Williams, both inside
and outside his own party, will make the
most of the fact that here is a man who
is entering his 6th consecutive term as
Governor of the State of Michigan and
vet, during all that time, he has been un-
able to prevent the state’s finances from
getting so deeply in the red. Right now
both our large State universities are fac-
ing @4 possible shut-down due to a lack of
funds from H}_e State treasury. You can
rest assured that politicians will seize upon
such a dilemma, whether it arise in Mich-
igan or any other State. The national po-
litical game in these United Qlute« often
is very cruel, almost brutal,

An American churchman says that stuf-
fy air, much more than stuffy sermons,
cause people to fall asleep in church. Of
course, the combination of both makes
sleeping that much quicker and easier.
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ONE "‘"NG OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Fashion is a hd

Why else am 1 =uppo=9d to adopt the
1959 continental look in suits, ties and
shoes?

Why else is my wife supposed to hie
herself into a high-waisted silk silhouette?

Clothing has a purpose: It keeps us
warmer, it keeps us cleaner. It keeps us
from being burned by the sun, or protects
us from the weather.

SOMEONE SOMEWHERE in the dusty
volumes of time decided to change his or
her costume just because he or she didn’t
want to Took the same'qs anyone else.

SubhrEan

Sentiment

NATIONAL THOUGHT

How nice if we
.Could all relax

And be excused from
Income-tax!

—Dorothy Rockwell McWood

That someone went out and hunted down
a 12-foot sabre-tooth tiger because every-
one else was dressed in 10-foot tiger skins.

Personal vanity got into the act. And it
became important to dress differently from
other people. And at the same time, it be-
came equally important for everyone else
to try to dress like a person who was try-
ing to be different.

OVER THE YEARS, various people
have tried to expose the capriciousness of
the fashion world. Some have done it, and
are remembered :

Like Lord Spencer, who in about 1800,
made a bet he could launch a meaningless

fashion that would become popular within
six months.

So he cut off his coattails and went for
a walk,

In only two weeks, all London had adopt-
ed the “newest” in men's coat lengths.

Thus the spencer jacket was born.

Vanity first says to the daredevil few:
“Be different!”

And to the many millions:
Conform!”

And our civilized merry-go-round keeps
on—and getting nowhere.

“Follow!

by Lydia King Frehse
Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Flower Names Have
Intriguing Origins

Flower names have long intrigued those \\hn follow na-
ture’s highways and by What's in a name? More, per- |
haps, than that which is evident to the casual observer.

Among nature's spectacular?
plants are those which secure their | jlodes ut a touch; trillium, whose |
nitrogen from capturing and di-| g wer and leaf parts are arranged
gesting small insects. The pitcher in threes; cat-tail. goldep-rod, tur-
plant and Venus fly trap are two | yjehead, black-cyed Stean  and
of these, which are named for the sunflower. All these are approp
shape of their leaves. Leather leaf, | 4¢o names for the species which |
a hardy bog shrub, the cinquefoils they represent y
with their five-division leaves, an
a spurge called snow-on-the-moun-
tain are other plants whose names
are taken from their foliage.

Species named for their roo!

NATURE NOW

PLACES A

) loom large in
paming plants. Many states and
¢ countries have been thus designat-

characteristics are frequent. Blood-
root, which exudes a deep red
juice, gold thread, whose slender
roots shine in the dark earth of
northéern swamps and coral root,
an orchid with a coral-shaped root-
stalk, ars common examples.

SKUNK cabbage,
ready flowering in our
marshes, carrion vine,

which is al-
northern
whose_ ill-

scented flowers are pollinated by |

flesh-eating flies and many mem-
bers of the mint family are plants
numed for their particular odors
lackberry. May ap-
could list

score of plants
whose fruits
have named
them.

ed, sometimes because of @ speci
men's particular abundance in a
certain locality or because. it was
first found within that range. In
\mnllﬂr nomenclature, American-
Virginiana, Caroliniana and
| Cinadensia. ure typical examplés
of this practice.
Many flowers are named for dis-
tinguished p Our beauti-
ful twin-leaf-

ntsmen

e devotion to poli-
wild life of
n American
Michigan

s} cerei, is
ed Tor Sir Joon ph Hooker, gvho,
among other things, director
of Kew Gardens for some 20 years,

ties, gadgets a

was

More THE GREATEST of Swedish
aus, botanists gave his name to Linnaea
are the plants % boraclis, our well-loved northern
which owe thetr 4 twin-flov sa Gray, André Mi

names to some
characteristic of
the flower it-
self. Very ob-
vious are lady
slipper, Dutch-

mans’ britches, harebell, skullcap,
monk’s hood. and Jack-in-the-pul-
pit. Others equally expressive are
touch-me-not, whose seed pod ex-

Mrs. Frehse

uttall are oth
plantsmen
both

chaux and Thon
ers amog the
wha immortalized i
names and clussifications

| Much interest car
botanizing  and
searching out re
the above. We are sure each
who read these lines can
our suggested list.

of you
add to

Bits of News Gleaned From

Happenings of Long Ago

Old Files Of The Eccentrie

50 YEARS AGO
March 19, 1909
“Mrs. Still has sent some pic-
tures to brighten up those dreary
walls at the county house.”
“Very many of our young peo-
ple are making bird houses. Mr
Shattuck has consented to have
them placed on exhibition in the
window of the Realty Co."
“It is said there are many
species of insects preying upon

the oak trees alone. It is the birds
Ad

that save the trees.”

30 YEARS AGO
March 14, 1929

“A pleasing courtesy in
church life of Birmingham was
the offering of flowers and good
wishes sent to the Baptist church
at the opening of their main audi-
torium last Sunday by Saint
Jumes’ Episcopal church and Fa-
ther William Ryan of the Roman
Catholic church.”

“The garage of the village po-
lice station last Friday bore all
the earmarks of a dog pound. A
young pup which the police had
caught in their round-up of dogs
and confined there was endeavor-
ing to howl himself free.”

15 YEARS AGO
March 16, 1944
“Now cometh the season when

the | (5o

tion by hitchhiking. This Wanderer
thinks it a good plan, so if you
lack coupons, why not hitchhike ?™
LEGAL NOTICE

< o8

STATE or aichiCAN

Court
o (hlvv ery

In the Circuit
the County” of Oakiand,

KINN Plaintt  vs
noen x-mmmn l)rlrm

| that the defendan
resident o thid
rerides
Hospital,

Ve

e e

otion of Carl F. Ingraham, attor-
i

fendant

4
| Mai on e
rect copy

DANIEL P huneny, an.
Qukland County Clerk:

the bicycle tracks of newsboys |
leave visible evidence on the soft
earth of many local yards. With
the manpower situation what it is,
the newsboys have their troubles,
too; but many a breakfast table
will be without its morning jour-
nal unless the boys stick to the

sidewalks, this Wanderer  has
heard it said of late.” |
“It seems ﬂm the hou"wlnu'

out West Maple way are trying |

to solve the problem of transporta-

befor
| Gaee o i Order:
| forty (40) "days, the
| Order o 'be' ‘published In the Birm
ham Fecentric, & newspaper publ
and circulated “within said county,
biication 16 be continued once b
week for six (8) weeks in_auccension
H. RUSSEL HOLLAND,
Cireuit Judge.

Carl F. Ini
CARL F."TRGRAHAM,

®
DANIEL T. mmruv,“m[ o

land’ Count Haeister
Hy WILFRED 8. et Dot

61,62, 1,2, 3, 4

" PECKS
Cleaning and Pressing
Cash and Carry
Suits—Top Coats—
Plain Dre
108 So. Woodward Ave.
MI 4.7724

or plckup and delivery

GREETINGS & GIFTS
are brought to you from
Friendly Neighbors
& Civic & Social Welfare

Leaders
through .
WELCOME WAGON
On_the occasion of .

Change of residence
Arrivals of Newcomers
to Birmingham

MRS. H. WALES PRICE
Midwest 4-0516
(Ne cost or sbligation)

\:__—ﬁ i

POTTER
Moving & Storage (o.

no.1 specialist
in storage!
apo? of %

° @7{5 IED

POTTER

Moving and Storagg, Co.
2253 COLE
MI 4-4612

Mol 0.2 Nigvas - e |
W 1 Tour Commmniy

DISPATCHED
TRUCKS R

SCREENS and STORM SASH

Landscape Design and FLUSH DOORS

Construction
Lawrence E. Smith
135 N. WOODWARD
in the Wilson Building
Phone MI 4 2036

TYPEWRITER

ADDING MACHINES
VERHAULED

SALES RENTALS

Phone MIdwest 1-4740

H - H L and OFFICE
Blrmlngham P"ntlng EQUIPMENTCO.
LeHerpress - Offset
369 East Maple Avenue

Birmingham

TORIDHEET

¢ AUTOMATIC HEATING

SAVE

CALL US NOW

® On the coldest mornings, your
house is warm and cozy in mere
seconds! Youcan enjoythecom- ||
fort, convenience and safety of
the best in modern automatic
heating without waiting 2 mo- +|
ment longer. Call us today so
hear about our easy, low-cost
"enjoy-it-while-you-pay-for-it™
plan. Your fuel saviogs actually
help pay the bill!

 NATURAL @AS...
WHAT A BARGAIN!

Yes, Natural Gas Service is one of today’s
greatest household bargains. Gas can cool or
heat your home, cook food to perfection,
supply a plentiful amount of hot water, keep
food fresh, dry clothes, consume garbage and
trash—all automatically. Gas is convenient
—makes housework easier, more efficient.
Gas is dependable—on duty 24 hours a day.
Gas is economical—it doesn't cost . . . it
pays! This silent wonder-fuel will provide
greater comfort and more leisure hours for
every member of the family. No other modern
service in the home today does so much, yet .
costs so little. You'll agree that Natural Gas
Service is truly a great household bargain,

Enjoy the Best. ..

WITH GAS
THE SILENT WONDER-FUEL

CONSUMERS POWER COMPANY

rasasans




