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Survival Depends On Character

“The United States is now living the
last years of its greatness.”

We are prone to downgrade a statement
because we don’t like the author. But as
Poor Richard said, “Love your enemies
for they tell you your faults.”

The man who said it is Khrushchev.
That in itself is of some importance be-
cause if he believes it, he may wait for
the United States to collapse from within,
without war.

There is a lot of bounce left in this
country. We think we see a silent revolt
hardening against-our soft and sloppy, at-

titudes: living beyond our means; pamper- ©

ing of criminals and labor goons; getting
fat, demanding more money for less work;
something for nothing; and all the things
that point toward “the last years of our

greatness.”

One never knows when the political pen-
dulum begins to change course.

Prohibition was written into the Consti-
tution. It looked as hard as a steel bll.
But opinion changed as the tides change,
and the steel ball became an eggshell.

We fwice broke the unwritten law
against a third term but in a few years
decided it was a good law and nailed it into
«the Constitution.

But political tides change only because
the people change.

Maybe Khrushchev’s statement will
help wake us up.

The old American gods of Character,
Work, and Self-respect may return. Our

very. survival depends upon their return!

Hoover Praises, Truman Vilifies

How varying in character-stature are
the personalities of two former presidents
of the United States; one of them, Herbert
Hoover, a Republican, and the other Harry
S. Truman, Democrat. In last Novem-
‘ber 4th’s election - campaign, Truman
went about the United States making
speeches and in practically every speech
he scornfully criticized the Republican
party and often referred to the so-called
“Hoover depression.” Harry is known to

delight in a political fight and the quad-

rennial campaigns provide him with his
golden opportunity to go about this naticn

vilifying the Republicans and their party.

ON THE OTHER hand, Mr. Hoover uti-
lizes his time and talents to engage in
constructive conflictive programs for this
nation. Recently, he authored a book about
Woodrow Wilson, a former Democratic
President. In this book, Hoover eulogized
the character and ideals of the World War
1 President. Thus, it seems to us, between
Hoover’s book on Wilson and Truman's
viiification of his political opponents, lies
a vast difference in the character-stature
of these two former U. S. Presidents.

By the way, if you didn’t hear Sen. Ken-
nedy speak here, perhaps you read about
his program for curing every problem,
foreign and domestic—all of which re-
quires more federal taxation to foot the
bills. He is an intellectual, never has known
anything about working hard for a living

—but withal is “a nice guy”. Of one thing, -

we believe, you ma be sure and certain:
he's out to get evéry convention vote he
can . .. and, in thus-deing, he'll be a much
poorer (in serious sincerity for that job)
U. S. Senator than he might otherwise be.
Oh, the lust for power and position! It
has ruined many good men.

For more than'a score of years the so-
called and alleged “best brains” have ap-
plied themselves to the nation’s agricul-
tural problems—and from what one can
learn today the problem is as great as
ever. Why? Well, perhaps it's because
the suggested solutions to the problems are

From The Eccentric's Point of View...

required to be “screened” through the
sieves of “politics”—and we refer to the
most prejudiced and selfish and partisan
of politics. No longer any need to ask
“Why ?”"—is there?

Hooray for those Newark, N. J. high
school majorettes who refuse to take part
in a parade because they have outgrown
their short skirts. Their school has no
money to bty larger ones for them until
next year’s burget is determined. “We
won’t wear parade shorts that look like
bikini bathing suits,” they declared. Stay
away from the water, then, girls.

The 46th anniversary of the federal in-
come tax occurred last February 26—and
the baby certainly has grown! At the be-
ginning, in 1913, the rates ran from 1%
to 6%, as against 20% to 91% now. And
where the per capita tax averaged 82c in
these long-gone days, it has risen to $397.
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Michigan put the world on wheels.

That’s our international reputation.

Most Americans think of Michigan as
one Big Three auto into which some 6 mil-
lion Wolverine .residents are riding.

If you were to ask many Michigan resi-
dents what their number two industry is,
you'd get many guesses.

P
HOW ABOUT IT? What IS that second-

ranking industry 7.
It's the uctionof non-electrical ma-
chinery su ich as speclal dies and tools, and
to De-

steel springs, breakfast cereals, alkalies
and chlorine, salt, public building fixtures,
professional furniture, padding and up-
holstery filling, and soda fountain and bar
equipment.

R
WE ARE FIRST in number of em-
ployees working in machine shops and
grey iron foundries.
Michigan is second or third nationally
in more than 50 industries, including:
Machme tools, food products machinery,
ki s, in-
dustnnl trucks and trlctor!, eomputmg
: ball and roller bearings, tires

trolt Board of Ci stati;
And production of fabricated metal
products, like stampings, cutlery, ‘tools
and hardware, is our state’s third industry.
Here are some other interesting facts
which show the diversity of Michigan's
industry, and the importance of a num-
ber of fields:
’ eiLr a
““OF -THE 453 SEPARATE industry
grofips defined by the U.S. census bureau,
we have 369, or 81 per cent.
(It was only 74 per cent in 969)
‘Here is how we nnk natio ly
Sixth

and i inner tubes.

We dfe first in transportation equip-
‘ment, second in pulp and paper products.
We're third in machinery (except electri-
cal), fifth in fabricated metal prodiets
and primary mam lndustrlea.

OUR STATE ls BIXTH in chanuula,
drugs and chemicnl prodm:u ninth in
food and allied:

Michigan lagging ln induutrhl leader-
ship?

Hardly looks like it.

But don't let uﬂ this stop you {rorn be-

in
fifth in value added by mnufncturinz
‘mobile homu. bol'q, in-

We lead the nation in number of em-.
making

. ternal
mhmq,mwnmmm

|

ing an or goodwill
ambassador.

We've still got Ml of land, plenty of
.workers, and a number of industrial ﬂm
pheu to winl

* For Safety’s Sake

NATURE NOW

By chance it grows a stone”
hrow from my door, a remnant of
the oak-hickory forest which orig-
inally covered our suburban area.
On this June morning its tulip-like
flowers held sunshine in their cups,
setting the whole tree alight.
ellow poplar, white poplar,
canoe wood, white wood; these are
some of its common names. How-
ever, it is none of these. It belongs (©
to the large-flowered magnolia
Ixmﬂxi

In Michigan the tulip appears in in
our lower peninsula sout}

Grand river. The March, 1959, re-
port of the Michigan botany club’s
“Big Tree Project” claims a new
state record for a specimen grow-
ing in Cass county, which measures
221 inches in circumference. How-
ever, our present day tulip trees
are but a remnant of the great
boles which graced the primeval
forests of colonial America.

P

TODAY'S average tulip meas-
ures 50-80 feet in height with a
columnar trank 2-5 feet in diame-
ter. The mature bark is Rre
brown and deeEly furrowed. Bri (
green leaves shaped somewkhat hk
a maple with the tip cut off, hang
from the slender bnnthe! whicn
together form a conical crown.

f one could bring the tulip-shap-
ed flowers within eye range their
beauty would be a revelation. So
closely do they blend with the leaf |
green that for the most part they
pass unnoticed on their lofty perch
unless one smglel out a tree in the
bright sunlig]

The ﬂowar tup is two or more
inches broad. It shows three re-
flexed greenish sepals and six pet-
als with outward rolled edges.
These form a deep chartreuse cup
with an orange-red center. The
pale yellow stamens circle an erect
cone-shaped pistil where the seeds
ripen. is persists throughout
the winter.

e

THE WOOD is light, soft and

Special Writer for The Birmingham Ecceatric

Tulip Tree Graced
Colonial Forests

Your scribe has just returned from viewing one of Ameri-
ca’s most decorative native trees at the moment of its flower-
ing. It is the tulip (Lu]?mhcm Luhp:frrl)

by Lydia King Frehse

a '|X!¥;-ru\hl canoe into which he
piled his family and bis scanty
possessions Lo sail away down the
Ohio river. Because it imparts no
taste to that which it touches, it
is used extensively for packing
x.(, s for perishable foods. |
y the turn of the last century

m. grpl( tulip trees of the South |
were felled. Today many of our
smaller trees are used for pulp
wood, since they make high grade
book paper. The tulip is a splendid,
ecorative tree, not only for its
beauty but because it is immune
to_insect and fungus diseases.

The tulip tree reaches its climax |
in Tidewater Virginia and in the
-ich folds of the Southern Appa-
lachians. America was young when
its first colonial barons selected
the banks of the York and James
rivers to build such mansion homes |
as Westover, Brandon and Carter’s
Grove, and to decorate their slop
ing‘ lnwnx with double rows of tu-
ip tre

At \hmml Hall in Westmorland
county one of the firet plantings of
these can be seen today. They are |
200 vears old and measure as much
as 20 feet in gmh

THE FOSS[L record shows tha*
the tulip was present in our earli
est hardwood forests which grew
|a million years ago in the then
| semi- tropical climate of Disco is
the coast of Greenland |
The genus  was widespread
thronghout North American and
Europs_until the last ogica!
age. Now our single species and
one growing in China are its only
remnants.

After a million years of living
and dying the tulip remembers its
ancient heritage. In a day when
there was no autumn and no spring |
the broad-leaf trees shed their !
leaves gradually, as do our more
primitive conifers. Today with

to pick up a
which has already fallen from its

easily worked. Of it Daniel Boone,
when his fortunes were low, made

parent stem.

‘Happenings of Long Ago

Il Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric
HAPPENINGS ington and A F G
§0 YEARS AGO B e e
June 18, 1909 Two 'Nk!l\d ﬂr!l dld a total of

“All vases, cans, etc. placed in
the cemetery must be placed even
with the surface of the ground.
The tins fnr this purpose cost five
cents each.

.o

“Berry pickers can get their
berry picking cards, just as they
want them, at a reasonable price

at The Eccentric office.”

“Miss Daisy Durkee is now an-
gel of the office. She is learning
thy are proservative of all arts and
is advancing right alo

“Martin Blunt, the silver-tongued
orator, of Warren, is safely home
from 'a two-wecks visit with
friends and relatives in Missouri.”

30 YEARS AGO
June 13, 1929
A $215,000 bond issue for an
addition to Barnum school was

carried by a 2-1 vote in a special |a
une 10. The money also

b letion to reli 1
somple! Telieve classroom
wercmdu

“Forty-se
-8t class in the f Birmis
will_receive d{plomu at _the

.school
or, Blrrﬁ M. Crooks, president of
Alma_ Col l‘e, will be principal
-speaker

“Fines uoeaﬂnl

month's. record in- the ym.zm—y of
the’ " dopariment were paid during

Buk in fines and costs.

g | their marriage.

n.u uE lice.. The to b{m
ificted: by, Justics Floyd

lodanzuunll
.| of cents, no mal
B. Sap: |it.

$11,000 damage to two Birming-
ham residences. Sparks from the
chimney are believed to have set
fire to the roofs of the Fred M.
Harley residence on Pleasant
.street, as well as the W. B. Maint-

summer not yet begun, I stooped |
single_vellowed leaf |

ation . . .

HERE at LAST the Greatest
Boon to Outdoor Living

Tropic TORCH

kills pesty bugs and insects . . .
“wours on one filling . .
regular 5.95 special.

N
burns 20
- provides illumin-

6 FEET HIGH

SPIT

rhu-k.-m

Barbecués steaks .

huuhnrg"\ o

"S
23.00 value.

Large 24" HI-LO
CHARCOAL
GRILL with
Rotating Electric

$‘|‘| 88

s24a
é

Non Chalking
HOUSE
PAINT

SAVE 25%

Weathertested

HOUSE PAINT
Psgéi $595

white and

NEW WONDLR PAH\T
» CAN'T BLISTER OR PEEL

dries in 20 minutes

RAIN or SHINE

paint with formula
1

Charcoal
Briquettes ..

20 * 166

ng. 1 25

Compare These
OUTSTANDING BUYS!

Nationally Advertised
MELNOR
OSCILLATING SPRINKLERS

with dial control
$ 5 99

5799

list

Reg. $7.9.

Reg. $9.95 list

Reg. $12.95 list 5990
PARKERETTE Combination
LAWN SWEEPER ALUMINUM
BASEMENT

5299

s‘ a9

Reg. $34.95 52688 WINDOWS

14” OUTDOOR BRUSH
Hardwood handle, durable bristles. Reg. $2.29.

All Steel WHEELBARROWS
With rubber, non-punchture tire. $10.00 valve. $ § 953

Caulking | FOR Ym-

Compound |

Ju S0

s Long handle

fy Car - Washing

% Brush with

fountain suds
attachment.
Reg. $6.95
SPECIAL
AT ONLY

Well Made Wooden

Reg. 4.95

5 foot STEP LADDER

5299 : $998

land home on Glenhurst.

Supt. of B'ham_Schools Dwight
B. Ireland said the district must
look_ahead and keep her school
building_program abreast of the
times. He said all but one elemen-

tary school is presently filled to
capacity, Barnum junior high is
rrowded, and Baldwin high well

SAVE on POOLS

sizes o strongly built of dursble vyl

wa'dii'g“iiz?" g sn 88
" Tank Sie ) % $19.8
Lake Sue sus $2988

7995 ss’ as

10 Ft. Diam.
.m g use. i

.oz
With Safety Cover wl

STRICTLY FRESH

Folks celebrating their golden
wedding who say they've never had

ment have memories con-
Siderably shorter than the span of

who has never glanced
ath pretty girl since bis marriage

8

should have had his glasses cor-
Tected years ago.

o Jou might ag wel go allout on

X] litures
":'f . mov«due u.;ukkly

.
P» le who mlrr.r for dollars
y haven't much in the wa
tter how you s

Advertised

TENNIS BALLS “:-

Ocean Size
Reg. 3 for $2.37

3w 99

‘OPEN .

QPEN THURSDAY,
FRIDAY EVENINGS TILL 9




