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A Free, Responsmle and Aggressive Press P
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Santa’s Sad About Earth’s Doings

“Well mother,” said Santa Claus when
he got home late the afternoon of Decem-

ber 26, following his world-wide visit to’

the homes of human beings, “the true
'spirit of Christmas doesn’t seem to have
caught on any more during the past year.
All over the earth, 1 discover plenty of
_domestic troubles within each nation; and,
~ as though that were not enough, there is
a growing fear that an international war
some day may break out.

If it does, it will be of short duration,
since the two most powerful nations on
earth, Russia and the United States may
let loose hydrogen bombs and wipe out
millions and millions of people in a com-
paratively few minutes.

“OH YES, I SAW lots of Christmas
trees, lots of - colored lights decorating
homes, and my pack was overflowing with
all manner of material objects for boys
iand girls and men and women; but, alas,
the real meaning of Christmas is not found
in colorful Christmas packages.”

Having relieved himself of these
thoughts, old Santa Claus took off his col-
orful clothing and climbed into bed for a
long, long sleep; and when he wakes up,
he will try to restore the twinkle in his
eyes, the laughter on his lips and a great
hope in his heart that mankind will be able
better to manifest the true spirit of Him
whose birthday is commemorated at
Christmas time.

Want to Protect Your Income?

Do you know that the dollar you receive
today is worth only 48c in value in rela-
tion to the dollar you received back in
1939? Do you realize that the inflation
which has overtaken the American dollar
sinte 1939 is responsible for its deprecmted
value?

If you are aware of these two facts, have
you a pretty clear idea of just what took
place in the American economy to cut down
the buying power of your dollar?

Several things, of course, are responsi-
ble for this depreciated dollar. The ever-
increasing cost of labor, together with the
evér-increasing size of state and federal
budgets is responsible almost entirely for
this inflationary movement.

AS AN ORDINARY citizén you may
think you can do little to stop the wage

spiral, but certainly, as a good citizen, you
can make known your influence in Lansing
and in Washington D. C., if you have the
will to do it. A letter to your state repre-
sentative or State Senator or United States
representative in Congress and to both
our Michigan U. S. Senators, letting each
know that you want government to cut
down its extravagant program; that you
want your congressman, in every way pos-
sible, to economize; to-vote against ever¥
type of unnecessary expenditure; that y
intend to watch how he votes on various
appropriations and that if he does not
prove to be economically minded you will
vote against him in the next election. That,
dear reader, is your best method of lower-
ing the taxes you are required to pay into
the bottomless coﬂ'er-; of governmental |
treasuries.

From The Eccentric’s
Point of View . . .

Usually, beginning three or four days
before Christmas, one very often is saluted
by a friend with “Merry Christmas!” A
number of our local friends, in discussing
thia custom, admitted that very seldom
were they thus greeted and, incidentally,
admitted that they, themselves, had failed
to give voice to this Yuletide custom.

During the recent long newspaper strike
in New ¥ork City, this great metropolis’
citizens lived in a kind of a news vacuum.
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By Georgele. Averill

As a person goes into a new year, it is
the American custom to resolve to do bet-
. ter, be better than he has been during the
previous 365 days.

Perhaps it is more 1.h'm comcldence,
then, that we received in the mail in the
past 10 days a couple of anonymous notes
containing a non-resident's and an ex-new
resident’s reactions to this community.

Practically all anonymous notes go into
an editor’s wastébasket pronto. A very few
are used; in spité of ‘their anonymity, be--
cause of what they do contain.

THAT'S WHY I'VE DECIDED to use
the two I received the past few days. I've
heard the letter writers’ sentiments ex-
pressed orally from time to time, But I
cannot recall having received WRITTEN
comments before, When someone writes a
letter—and mails it—the feeling must be
genuine

And that's what these two letter writ-
ers have expressed—their feelings. They
have reacted to us—as human bejngs, as
individuals, as a community.

o oue

AS THE NEW YEAR is entered, you
might like to recall whether you have or
have not added to the alleged community
problem.

Suburbaﬁ

Sentiment

FOOTBALL COACH
He's a little tin god to the players;
The School showers him with acclaim;
He's everyone's pet and a hero yet—
As long as he wins the game. *

— Dorothy Rockwell McWood

Here is the first of the letters:
“DEAR EDITOR:
“I am a lady from a city in Dhm ol 260,000
hich is not so t the driv-

; /

Shan/gr{-La Overshudowed

NATURE NOW

1

| various ways and there came a da)
| when a hungry savage may have
found his’ hunting ground ravaged
by flames. Feeling their comforting
warmth he may have stood shiver
ing beside a burning stump. Or he
|may have assuaged his hunger by |
| picking up a
|half burned
| piece of animal
flesh to find it
[tasted g

meat to which
he was accus-

tomed.
Gradually man

overcame his

fear of this

of warm

light. His ﬁut
problem was to find a way to keep
this gift of the gods always burn
ing. Day and night his vigilance

Mm. Frehse

| tended and fed the precious flame |
which spelled for him and his kind

a new source of light and cd
fort, as well as & new security
against animal and human ene.
mies. If sleep overcame the fire-
tender, his misfortune was truly
great.

WE CAN only guess how long
was the time until man's dawning
intelligence discovered that he
|could kindle fire at will, calling
forth the mysterious spark by the

\riction of hard stones or sticks.

When man learned to roast his
he encouraged the life of
young and old alike who could not
chew raw flesh. No doubt the clay
of his hearth became hardened by
fire, thus suggesting his first fire-
proof vessels for carrying and stor-
ing food and water. These primi-
tive utensils also enabled him to
cook and make more palatable such
foods as grains and tubers.

In time man expressed his devel-
|oping creative powers by decorat-
|ing his hand-fired bowls and arti-
flcu with designs which he
|scratched in the soft clay. Or by
painting them with colored earth

portant impetus to\nud c)\xh/,‘mun took place.
ssible that the enrlm( of men were 48 terrified of

the rocky

By Lydia King Frehse|
Special Writer for The Birmingham Ecceatric

Fire Played Role
In Epochs of Man

The discovery of fire by primitive

J\M when or where this im-
It alto-

or dyes made fram bark, roots or
berrie

| FIRE NOT only increased man’s
| comfort and security but it became
the center of his family and com-
\mu.ml life. After an exciting day's
{hunt he d retell his adventures
by its flickering light. When he
|mcted out his feats of daring, dance
,and song were added to the list|
of his growing satisfactions.
On the same night he may have
been inspired to begin a:picture on |

cave depicting the animals he ha
ﬁur\uvd on a particularly thrilling |
unt

| The fat which dropped into the |
flame from a roasting animal may
|wel have given man a strong hint
for designing a lamp of his own
|by putting a burning piece of tal-
[low in a hollow stone. Later by
implementing it with a fibrous
plant wick he made his first port-
able Jamp.

ures of the mineral world.
found that such metals as tin-or|
copper melted and ran when cer-
tain rocks were sufficiently heated.
When he discovered that this new

liquid could be molded into shapes |

sutted to his needs and hammered
into tools and weapons, he stepped
|from the age of stone into the
age of metals

In time some early metal work-
|er discovered that copper mixed
with tin made a hard substance
|which would take a sharp edge
suitable for artifacts and tools.
| And so was born the age of bronze. |

Thus fire played a stellar role
in determining man’s cultural ep.
ochs whose extent is variously es-
timated in different parts of the
world. About 6,000 years ago Eu-
rope was still in the age of stone
but in the Mediterranean basin
man ready entered into the
'age of bra thus surging ahead
into & new civilization. This age |
did not antedate for long the his-
toric period into which merged our
present age of iron.

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric

ers and people are a)l courbeous, cmrul and
friendly.

“Not like this place up here. I don’t think there
is a courteous driver or friendly person in the
whole pla:

“I had m put my husb.’nd in the Pontiac hos-
pital while here. Please 'tell me, why they all
drive like maniacs?

“If you slow up to see if you are going the
right way or not, horns are bl owinx on all sides
of one. Where are they all going to so fast? I

know it is uncalled for.
“I went to the church the Sunday be-

fore Christas. 1t was the coldest church I ever
was_ in. ere was any Christianity in that
archy 1 failed to” see 1o AU T coul

see was
glamour. Take this {or whlt it is worth.”

NOW FOR THE SECOND LETTER:
“DEAR EDITOR

“Although 1 rl’xth you can't publish letters
whose writers are not brave enouuh w mgn them,
nevertheless I'm pouring out m: to_you.

“I have never been so lonely fn .n my life. As
far as 1 can see, this area is the coldest, saddest,
lonéliest place, (in my opinion) of all the areas
my family dwelled.

“Unless you drink and are very ambitious
socially, it seems to me your residents have' no
time to be kind and Iuv: their fellow man just
for himself.

“My husband’s business is such he is success-
ful, but our dear neighbors found they can't sell
their products or use us for their ambitions, so a
u-w others like our family live in a lonesome

M1 am happy to state this year ends my resi-
dence here, and believe me, we have lived and
made good friends all over the universe. But this
area is a terrible scar on my heart gnd the mem-
ory of five long, long years,

“Merry. Christias to you.”

T ASK THOSE OF.US who remain be-
hind: “Are these two women alcne in their
estlmate of our community ?"

If so, we can dismiss them as cranks.

If their feelings contain more than a
trace of truth, it is cause for concern.

In the latter event, then, each of us
should work toward a happier new year
‘for those who stay here, those who pass
through, and those who leave us in 1959.

50 YEARS AGO
January 8, 1909
“Miss Mae Mitchell, of Pine
Lake, lost a valuable rug muff the
night of the New Year dance at
she J-S hall. She left it on the
car goir
see it again. Too bad, as it was new
and the first time out in society.”
ian Monro was happi- |
ly surprued urday afternoon by
ten little friends, the occasion be-
ing her tenth birthday. The after-
noon was spent in games and mu-
sic, after which a dainty supper
was servi

“There will be a food sale at the
drug store of Charles,J. Shain,
Saturday, Jan. 16, for the benefi
of the rest room at Ponti
who are interested in the N\\
room are requested to give us their
patronage. Mary F. Cooper, chair:
man of the rest room committee.”

30 YEARS AGO

January 4, 1929
“The failure of cars to negotiate
the icy hills at Long Lake road
and Woodward avenue New Years
Day was the only thing to mar the
serenity of Bloomfield Hills village,
Chief of Police William Putman re-
ports. The traffic signal at the in- |
tersection was not used because
cars headed down grade could not
halt and cars traveling uphill could |
not get under motion. Sand was
placed on the hill by county road
employu yesterday to insure safe.

15 YEARS AGO
January 6, 1944
“Youths on their way to Bar-
num school have been causing
Charles S. Kidden of E. Brown,
some worry by using his lot for
a cross walk. He recently asked

the police if they could find some
way to eliminate the difficulty.”

home—Zip! She’ll never |

[ “This Wanderer finally got a-
|round to buying one of those new
{m'gu-d bow neckties, made pu|u-
lar s

Sinatra, Dersonally.  the
nderer has always admired his

|w.
| bow tie more than his singing."

| ¢

I

Do We Say “Grace”
Before Eating?

Before the days of bicarbonate,
|the custom of saying “Grace” was
{not in the spirit of gratitude, but
a prayer rather, lrlmst any il ef-
|fects from the foos

mals too had souls which might
be lurking in the carcasses they
were eating. So.they called on
their gods to ward off any ills that
soul might work on them in re-
vengé.

Our custom of offering thanks
for our food originafed with the
Isrealites. Egyptians, always a
religious people, also adopted the
rite from

em.
(Lofynuht 1966, John Emery

man ~t.m(|~ as one of\

alls of ceiling of his |

BUT MOST important of all,|
fire unlocked for man the treas. |
He |

)
Savage tribesmen were sure ani-

LISTINGS
wanted on
Commercial and
Industrial Properties

WELL QUALIFIED

Raymond E. Cecil
625 S. Hunter
Ml 7-0744
Evenings MI 4-0451

CARTON

CIGARETTES

King Size $2.28
All popular brands.

3218

BIRMINGHAM DRUGS

1220 S. Woodward, Birmingham MI 4-3215

Adjustable
WALKER

Torme
| RENTAL & SALES
o HOSPITAL BEDS
« BED SIDES
« WHEEL CHAIRS
* WALKERS
# CRUTCHES -,
|  MICHIGAN
| FRST AD

| Invalid needs—sick room

supplies
LI 2-3027 3O 4-6847
1621 8. Woodward, R. O.
3 doors morth of 10 Mile

Hair Styling
That Will
urn Head

WITHOUT
APPOINTMENT

T

Hours
10 to 9

|

donnell
| HAIR STYLISTS

MIRACLE MILE
SHOPPING CENTER
FE 8-9639

GREETINGS & GIFTS

| are brought to you from
Friendly Neighbors

1‘ & Civio & Social Welfare

Thousands of Heating
Systems have not been

Cleaned for Years!

Consequently chimneys and flues arg loaded with soot
which can result in a tragic fire loss; excessive fuel bills
and costly service calls.

WE HAVE THE
WORLD'S MOST
POWERFUL TRUCK . . .
ITS ALL WEATHER
VACUUM CLEANERS WJLL CLEAN
IN A BLIZZARD '

Michigan Heating, Inc.
88 Newberry, Pontiac

FE 8-6621 FE 8-6651 FE 2-2254

TYPEWRITER
ADDING MACHINES
OVERHAULED

SALES RENTALS

Here’s your best ponab:;
typewriter buy—the
cent Olympia pnculon—bunl’
partablel Advanced features
. . modern design . . . six |
color optionsl Costs just pen-
nies a day to own. Generous
trade-in on your old typewrit-
er, tool

. Come in for a free
demonstration!

Phone MIdwest 4-4740
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Moving & Storage Co. 0 Noe that doctor =
of testing the hears sith elec-
irical gadgets, isn'd it pretty t
cass to iell when  person has H
@ bad heart? g
A. The clectrocardiograph is a o
marvelous device and a\ great H
help in diagnosing hear! |aaaaassaassannsnanssannas
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POTTER

Moving & Storage Co.

2253 COLE
MI 44612
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out in English. There is simply a
Series of wavy lines that give clues
to trouble. A perfectly good heart
will sometimes send out signals
that look bad on the strip of
paper or & bad heart may broad-

o\tcr lh.n ln)lhmx that has
3 of these meas-

no more than ‘h inch at the
point of contact with the ground.
A lady of 150 polunds who wears
< ood signals. It is always such W shoe will exert at eac

nuusglry [orxihe Joctor to con- Step @\ pressure cquivalent to

sider what the machine records . more U 2,500 pounds _per
and unal n= \nous about the square inch or about e.m times
n electrocar- the bmlzr unre of a mountain-

gr:al Geal of type locomative! As for pointed

toes, uk |n

Answers_do

Q.
think of the
uu;m.lu;a. ‘..,..‘
an 1s?"—A reader.
. It is l\:v:r wise to comment fo Science Editors, P.Q
( e ladies are wearing Madison Sq. Stay
® We can, however, will be tncorporated in
hmuxln; observation, wmns whem possible.
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