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Child of Our Time |

By Michel del Castillo. 281/
pp. New York. Alfred A.
Knopf. $3.75.

Reviewed by
SALLY PARSONS
While Americans perfedt their
luxury +homes, frivolous ¢lothing
and- high-protein diets, y tend
ome oblivious to barbarities
that exist elsewhere. R
But exist they do, as 25-year-old
Michel del Castillo so graphically
|relates”in his first novel. It is an
| autobiographical work of| heroic
proportions told in a terse, heart-
felt manner. Often depressing be-
| yond belief, it is indeed a shocking |
exposé of the brutalities man is
|capable of inflicting on his fel-
'Iow man.

Y, the author’s “Child of
Our. Time,” epitomizes bewildered
mmldm everywhere who are help-
|less victims of terrible adult forc-
les beyond their comprehension an

control. Like the author,, Tanguy
\is half Spanish, half French.

His wanderings begin at the age |
lof five, when he and his mother
|are forced to flee Spain because of
her_political work on behalf of the
anti-Franco Loyalists. In_France
they are reunited with Tanguy's
father, a social-climbing French-

man who earlier separated from
hl: family because of his wife's
political affiliations.

or the only time in what is

to be a cheerless life,| Tanguy is
rompl(-toly happy with a mother,
father, dog, friends, and a house.

| Ta

OWEVER, another quarrel
lace; mothée and son leave
shortly find shemselves in-
mmd in a concent Qzlon cunp-—

betrayed by Tanguy
nd of 18 mon&s thay

buk Sy "'il‘hl‘e
t o in, Tan-
xu\'xyiynlxl np‘lzrzd by the Nazis and
herded into a sealed cattle car

with a group of Jewish children
bound for a German concentration
camp. Here, in anfabyss of living
corpses, “Tanguy learn

rd every moment wrested from

eath as a tremendous victory.
The one object was survival.”

In such an atmosphere normal
men quickly became thieves, steal-
ing blankets and eating utensils
| from fellow-prisoners. When Tan-
|guy’s barrack selfishly refused a
{new carload of Jews shelter for
the nxght, Lhe boy emerged in the
morning to 30 corpses "snm!
still clulchmz the window |
to which duperltely
~lung the night before (when) the
bitter cold had caught and frozen
them in a ﬁrul xeﬂture of self-
preservation.” ¢

POLITICAL pueo only brings
Umble

Jiake iakes

more amguish to Tanguy.
|0 find any trace of his
|is sent to an or] hans’
| wuents’ home in Barcelona,
| grqup of sadistically inclined lay
brothers.

For this. 14-year-old boy the
beatings and injustices suffered |
here were even harder to bear than |
those of the concentration camps.
The camps “were a product of

wartime conditions. When the Ger-
mans murdered their prisoners
they were at least faithful to their
own terrible  principles.” But the
hypocritical brothe: went to
Mass every morning and spent the

What Is The Largest
“Farm Group” In Michigan?

| 112,000 Farm Families That Regularly Save

Trading Stamps
‘ “Farm Group’
| America's farm families are tra«
ditionally thrifty. The samé pat-
tern of thrift is found in Michi-
gan. Itis only natural, therefore,
that the response of Michigan
farm families to one of the old~
est forms of thrift—the trading
stamp—is so noticeable.

Today over 112,000 farm
families save them. You might
almost say that these savers con-

* stitute the largest single. farm
group in the state.
\ " During 1957 alone, thousands
. of dollars worth of trading stamp
merchandise went into farm
uscholds in the state, and
every 2 seconds a fyrm famil

Are The Biggest
’> In Michigan.

redeeming trading stamps.
There is still another side—
¢ direct income for farmers. Dur-
ing 1957 the stamp industry
purchased from Michigan farm-
ers $975,000 worth of primary
materials that go into the manu-
facture of merchandise for
stamp redemption.

rest of the day thrashing and ter-
rorizing the boy:

TANGUY wcnluxlly escapes to
a Jesuit school where he is given
special, kindly attention by the in-
stitution’s founder, Father Prado.
This learned man provides T-n
with the father-image he s
perately needs.

Still, Tanguy feels he has not
found 'any' real munm m ||[e
and cherishes the hope

union with his parents wﬂl ﬁll
this void. After more wanderings
and frustrations he finds his father

who has married again, and later
on encounters his mother. Both
meetings, however, are disappoint.- |

y
8-

ing. He feels no affection for elthar‘ o

JOHN LANG s sent to Islandia
by the United States. \aunk llm(,
who beeame friendly w
of one of Islandia’s muu
families while at Harvard, osten-
sibly goes in a diplomatic capacity
only. Actually he is sent to try to
persuade the Islandian govoknment
pen the country to commerce.
Once in Islandia, Lang quickly|
finds that the Islandian world is a
far better one than the one ’he
came from. He also falls in/love
wah an Islandian woman. Becom-
f involved in the struggle to
slandia’s_isolation,
must decide between his heritage
and the peaceful promise of Islan-
dia. He picks Islandia.

WRIGHT'S book is well
perfectly thought out and pr
(he author’s personal vision of the
“good life” so powerfully and con-
vincingly that the reader is ¢om-
pletely captured.

Despite the book's great bulk,
which makes it impossible to finish
at one sitting, the reader will be
hard put to tear himself away.
yOnce away, he longs to return.

tten,
cts

Lang finds he |

|no nearer facilities are available,

Before endorsing a move to have |

Oaklahd county’s vacant tubercu-

for short-term diagnostic

persons, Birmingham city commis-
| sioners ‘want more background da-
ta

Ingraham said
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Shores because

Lurbvd person:
or Grosse P

Cappell Out West -

Marine Pfe. James W. Cappell
of Cole street, serving with the
First rine division at Camp
Pendleton, Calif., recently complet-
ed three wecks training at the Ma
rine Corps Cold Weather Tra
Center, Bridgeport,

HE
form,
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ion before he could support
losis sanitorium made available |'xe olution offered by the Onkland {ONVerted_int

[Mental Patlents Need Vacant TB San, City 'I\)ld .

o\\or{ul |

he wants more in-|missioners -gﬁ:ed
| The Oakland\ sanitarium can be
\& T0-bed mental
tal, nmrdmz to the Oakland

county chapter of the Michigan | han‘h chapter, and teduce the list

mental hmlth

society. Other com- | of people waiting for menul care.
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one; their varied have
rown them worlds u’l rt. ‘
We leave Tanguy in Paris as|
author del Cutlllo vomes the faint

hope that “Perhaps he will even
come to find life the wonder and |
delight it should be; who knows?”

TANGUY emerges as one of the
stronguat, most appealing charac-

ters of modern fiction. It is_partic-
ularly admirable that having en-
dured so much he is still ablesto
forglve humanity for all its injus-
s—injustices that would cause
st of us to feel eternal resent-
ment.

[Islandia }
/By Austin Tappan Wright.
;1018 pp. New York. Rinehart|
| & Company Inc., $5.95.

Reviewed by |
TOM PHILLIPS |

All men have dreamed at one|
time or arlother of a perfect world. |

The coneept of Utopia has flour- |
ished in the literature of the world
since earliest times. |
Many writers—Plato, Sir Thom-
as More and Edward Bellamy are
among the best known—have writ-

ten and left us their per<onal vi-

sion of Utopia, but only a handful |
ave managed successfully to cap-

ture the imagination of others
with their own romantic imagin-
ings. PP
WHEN Austin Tappan Wright
wrote 1 " he became one of
e suc ful handful

not book
First published in 19

good reviews and sale

new

uests from readers in whose minds
e fascinating book had becoy
imbedded, the publishers reissued
it this year. . . .

THIS was a good decision. It
not onl) allowed those who had
first time to return to

No one can plate these
facts and fail to realize that oty | 2% o
personally and economically the rea

trading stamp industry is a
meaningful and welcome force
in the life of our state.

This message is gubhshed a3 public
information by THE SPERRY AND
HUTCHINSON COMPANY,
61 years ago of S&H Green

inator
tamps.
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he nd of Islandia,
B i Droa that Mndertal mia:
le new generation of

india s o country on @ myth-
ical continent in Southern
Hemisphere. Because of its isola-
tion from the rest of the world it
ely untouched by
other ons. Its people are
farmers for the most part and live
a simple, peaceful existence which
Wright succeeds in making ex-
tremely desirable.
In the early part of this cen-
, the major powers in the world
realize that Islandia has vast eco-
nomic promise. Wanting to take
advantage of that promise, they
, despite the wish of
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