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State May Liquidate Vets’ Fund

"

The good old State of Michigan is broke.
It is operating its government in the eco-
nomic chaos of red ink. By the end of next
June, we are told by state officials, Michi-
gan will?a hundred million dollars in
the red i

All of this adds up to a single fact; the
state of Michigan must find ways to get
more money and the only way to get this
money is to reach into the pockets of
Michigan citizens by way of new taxes.

‘Already the findings of a citizens’ tax
commission have been made known to the
public. The chief recommendation of this
report favors the enactment of legislation
to impose an income tax upon Michigan
citizens.

This mcome tax plan has not been ap-
proved by a mamnty of the members of
the State Legislature which c8nvened Jan-
uary 2nd, neither has Governor Williams
placed his stamp of approval upon the
idea. The particular type of an income tax
suggested in this report is the graduated
kind, which levies a lesser rate upon
smaller incomes and an increasingly high-
er rate upon larger incomes. The maxi-
mum on the latter would not exceed 8'(
of a person’s annual income.

TWICE WITHIN the past generation,
Michigan citizens have been asked to vote
on the proposition of changing the State’s
constitution to legalize the imposition of
a graduated income tax. Twice the plan
has been defeated by overwhelming ma-
jorities.

Most lawyers have always held that the
present Michigan Constitution prohibits
the imposition of a graduated income tax,
holding that only a uniform tax rate can
be levied. There is no doubt but what a
great deal of consideration and discussion
of the citizens’ tax commission report 4ill
take place over in Lansing after the first
of the year. \

There are those who vigorously faver
the suggested income tax pattern of a
graduated tax; at the same time, there
are many who vigorously oppose the idea.
Indeed, any income tax at all wins plenty
of official and citizen opposition. *

R

POLITICS BEING what it is and ‘poli-
ticians being what they are, history shows
that when unlimited powers of taxation
are given to a legislative body, eventually
it will find ways to increase, increase and
increase the percentage of the tax to be
levied upon’incomes. Just as in the case
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of the Federal government of this country.

It is axiomatic that no unit of govern-
ment is any stronger than the amount of
money it has at its disposal. Many citizens
believe that a graduated income tax in the
State of Michigan will be like turning over
to their state officials the keys to their
safety deposit boxes.

There is, of course, one available source
of ready money now owned by the state
of Michigan. It is the 50 million dollars
which lies in a Michigan veterans’ trust
fund, the income from which provides a
variety of aids to Michigan war veterans.
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THIS 50 MILLION dollars was put in
the fund at the request of former Gov-
ernor Harry Kelly more than a dozen
years ago, at a time when the State of
Michigan really had many millions of dol-
lars which it did not need in order to carry
on its current activities of that time.

To retain this 50 million dollars of the
people’s money in such a fund is not in
keeping with the traditional method of
providing cash for the State’s . various
programs. [t seems to us that this veter-
ans’ trust fund should be liquidated find
the cash put into the State’s general fund.
The need for cash to help our veterans
should be included in the State’s annual
budget, the same as for other State agen-
cies. Considerable opposition, of course, to
the turning over of the 50 million dollars
to the State’s general fund will be made,
should such a plan get into the State's
legislative hopper.

SEVERAL TIMES during past years,
the Legislature has discussed the liquida-
tion of this veterans’ trust fund and it®
proceeds put into the State’s general fund,
but each time the idea was abdndoned.
Now, however, with the State greater |
financial trouble than for many years, it
would not surprise many observers of the
Lansing scene if the Legislature, aided by,
the Governor, should place this trust fund
in the general fund-of the State of Mich-
igan. It -certainly would provide partial
relief for the State’s current financial
problems.

As for the future of the needs of Mich-
igan veterans, their cause is deserving of
unceasing attention, of course. The public |
of Michigan, we believe, would rise to the
annual need to provide funds for this aid
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Got my December telephone: bill the
other day.

There was sométhing new on it, as
you also probably noticed.

There was a black line circled around
the portion of the bill at the left. This
circle was connected by a black line to a
lagger circle at the right—on the part of
the bill you mailed back with your check.

These circles called to your attention
the 10 per cent Federal excise tax placed
on telephone customers as a war-time
emergency measure.

e

IT ASKED THAT YOU and I write our
Congressman if we believed this tax
should be repellled.

Other utility bills—gas,
tricity—Have no excise tax.

Michigan Bell telephone company top
brass, as evidenced by this notation on the

Sﬁburban

Sentiment

ODE TO THE INCINERATOR

We go to the store to buy some food

We gasp at the cost and gasp we should

We prepare it for dinner and the
meters soar..,

To dispose of what's left, they soar
some more.

Man must eat to live, but in this
modern day

It takes money to buy it, and monny to
fry it, and money to throw it away.

—Frances Emery

water, elec-

] \ 1

bills, finally have invited their customers
—the public—to join the fight that has
been going on backstage for years to have
this unfair tax removed.

Several times in the past four or five
years, I've ribbed Michigan Bell public
relations and advertising men to do this
very thing—get the customers involved.

THE COMPANY SPENDS LARGE
SUMS each month on advertising and

_ those little information notices that ar-

rive with our bills.

“Why couldn’t some of that money be
spention a campaign to have that ex¢ise
tax lifted? If it’s as unfair as you ghys
lead me to believe, it’s important to tell
your customers about,” was the gist of
my gibes.

But big corporations are particularly
sensitive about government. Especially
public utilities, whose rates are set by
governments.

_. Takes a lot of nerve and determination

to start swinging at the fellow who tells
you what you can charge the customers.

Lo and behold! Look what they’ve sent
you and me this month!

It’s out i the open now. I hope Michi-
gan Bell doest’t stop its effort with this
one billing. You and T don’t write letters
to our congressmen in Washington very
often. We need a pretty good bonfire un-
der us before we spend a four-cent stamp
on a problem like this.

\ e

MY LETTER IS ON ITS WAY to Ouk-
land county’s Congressman, William S.
Broomfield. After what I've said to those
Michigan Bell fellows, I've got to come
through.

We'd like your help, too.

J
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Happeﬁings

of Long A“go

Bite of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric \

50 YEARS AGO
January 13, 1909

“The January Review of Re-

views tells how to light und_heat

your house, your  bitte

|wash, etc., with electricity.

|enerated from the little creck o

mill stream. Read it. It's at the
library.”

“After 18 years absence, Will
Lowes, now of Shelby, Oceana
County, is | visiting his home. He
remarks many changes i our lit-
tle city, especially in the business
portion.”

“John Heth does not attend all |
the posey shows but just the same
is face looks good ‘as he freely
cleans the snow from t

my | plow beats any one
armed an shoveling snow.”

30 YEARS AGO
January 10, 1929
“The last
Baldwin Library in the vacated
church  building at Maple
Woodward pvenue is to go. It
sign proclaiming to the world
on this site fis the library. Howe
the library moved to its new qua
ters more than a year ago. The
village commission ordered remov-
al of the sign, which, memhers
said, hos lost its significance as
well as most of its paint.”

and
is a

“A cataloguing system has been
installed this year in the township
treasury office here, replacing the
former 'system of recording the re-
turns in ledgers. It is reported
that the new system is most satis
factory.”

15 YEARS AGO

January 13, 1944
“Natives in the Southwest Paci-
c handle Allied soldiers with ten-
der care, stated Mr. Cromie. If the
area happens to produce Japanese
casualties and the natives carry
them over the trails to medical

vestige of the old |ce

the Japs are not given n..\
der attention that our boys

are
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So many peophe lodn) fm’[,,ul a-|
bout the more unfortunate people
in state institutions such as these, |
and need something to open their
eyes. In this case it was a news- |
e le written by you, f.»r
¢ are very thankful
BETH CALLIAS

“School days can be the
happiest days of your life, it
your child's old enough to at-
tend.”
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AUTOMATIC HEATING

® On the coldest mommgs your
house is warm and cozy in mere
seconds! You canenjoy the com-
fort, convenience and safety of |
the best in modern automatic
heating without waiting a mo-
ment longer. Call us today to
hear about our easy, low-cost
Tenjoy-it-while-you-pay-for-it”
plan. Your fuel savings actually
help pay the billl

WINDS MAY BLOW...
SNOW MAY COME...

but absolutely nothing will stop your washdays.
You can throw clothespins, lines, bad weather
right out the window. No more lines to stretch
. no more b
An Automatic Gas Clothes Dryer dries anything
you wash just right. Clothes can be fluff-dried,
ready to put' away or damp-dried, ready for iron-
ing. Wash whenever,you please . . . dry whenever

Yo plense, regardIE
\ set it —forget it! Clothes dry wrinkle free . . . lint
free. The tiny blue flame in a Gas Clothes Dryer
\is steady and economical, too! Be smart, modern
and thrifty. Get an Automatic Gas Clothes Dryer
a\d add beauty and convenience to your home.
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ess of weather. Just load it—
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