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o Just in Case
Young, Chris Wright is the batboy for the district
‘Little League champion Birmingham Americans. No mat-
ter what he is doing, he does it with his right hand
use a really good ball player is ready to enter the
me at any time . . . and Chris is ready as soon as the
ch should utter the words. He won’t be ready for Little
League competition yet, but he looks like he'll be a handy

‘man to have around in a few years.

Big Inning Gives

i

Finale to Legion |

By JOHN SPOELSTRA
Special Writer

‘?The Birmingham American Legion baseball team finished
¢ season on a high note by beating Rochester, 84, 1
ﬁednesday at Birmingham. Rochester had beaten Birming-

m_ twice earlier this seison by coming back in the late

innings, but this time winning pitcher Tim Springer had
little trouble disposing of the enemy batters except in the
early innings. George Forrest collected three_hits in four
ities and had 2 RBIs. .
, In the first three innings Springer had trouble with a
gopher, Bg.ll Qliver Swords hit a home run in the first with
one on, and Dave Hinkle smashed a two-run homer in the
third. In the four remaining. innings Tim had easy going.

, Birmingham broke loose in the first inning and scored five

editor. Begin reading. Pretty soon, one can become
on almost anything.
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sary
criticism, it sounds awful close to it.

By TONY HAMMER
Acting Sports Editor

In this world, praise seems to come too hard. Everyone
some pet criticism—of the schools, of the government,

of his boss, of -high prices, and even of. television.

People today seem to be subscribing to the “people are

just no good” school. Everywhere one goes he is likely to
hear criticism of one sort or another.

Pick up any newspaper and turn to.fhe letters-to-th

w e

BUT IT IS NOT THE business of this column to discuss

the rapidity with which mankind is going downhill.

This space will be devoted to a much lighter side of qur

civilization—that of sports: athletes and athletic competi-
tion.

But even if one turns to a lighter subject—sports, for
nstance, he cannot escape somebody’s eriticism of somebody

else. Notoriously, sports followers of all ages are the most
avid second-guessers of all.

Not even political commentators can match them for pure
‘now, this is what I would have done” prose. And, after all,
sn’t second-guessing just another form of criticism?

o

IT HAS BEEN said that managers are hired and fired,

and ‘titles won and lost on the sports pages of the nation’s
press. This may sound funny. It is funny because it is
grohsbly true.

Men have been broken, performances ignored and played
own, and negative images blished by the d-gr

ers in the press box.

In order to say what MIGHT have been done, it is neces-
to tear down the original action as wrong. If this isn't

T

EVERY NOW AND then, however, a sports writer will

praise. And this is the attempt that will be made this week.
The field of interest: baseball. The i
the Birmingham Pioneer league All-Stars.

team receiving the praise:

For those who haven't noticed, manager Fred Harris and
: (See SIDELINES, Page 6-E)

runs. Tom Bardsley and Jay Madonna walked, and Forrest
singled home Bardsley. Bob Arnold singled home two more
Mike Muthleb got to first via an error. Jay Hengleman
led storing Arnold and Muthleb scored on a passed ball.
A ingham ,scored twice more in the second. Forrest
singled and came home on McManus’ double. McManus scored
R 8N -error.

- T Kipp p .0
LIN. THE SIXTH, Birmingham 1 % o '3 The Detroit Lions retired to their Cranbrook training
finished llu mxﬁiﬁ: pu_shilr;s 7 &+ o = headquarters to fix up their wounds and practice anew for
e run- Pardsley singled . BIRMINGIAm ' this week’s exhibition game. The Lions’ outing this week
singled him home. Bardsley 2b) 4§ "% 9| will take them against the Chicago Cardinals of the Eastern
:Birmingham finished in Madonna I S division at Norman, Oklahoma, Saturday night.
plaee, only one fame b""ﬂdn"“ Dider 4 o o o| But the big excitement on the football field this week is
:}‘?).k o 3 Rtﬂ{‘eo-k 'i:::“h-i O | aenasnus i, 4 . ' |the 26th annual All-Star game at Soldiers field in Chicago
:’; Jast day ::ixb-ﬁng Southfleld, | Muthiey ct. It e e Flnd?y r;_nzh{.h Al ogether six Lion prospects will be listed as
» 1 ayin or e
Hiting Tor the stason o So e wenceieet, ™ § 8 TR Blasers D00 at -
aouﬁ Forrest, Didier, Gary Van-| s ool o8| man-tiom Noith Carolina, guards | 8¢ expected from Pietrosante. Hia
§ eI,m: -.m} Rh."y ohlad ‘higher gfcl‘-ﬂ:hr - 02 09 0—4 Boboblcmtzmn (Onﬁ;)‘ Rﬂnm ;:c"w:l“‘ nc:]u,n - 3:.. ‘A‘ll‘su‘:‘
LV or a season. | Birmin) e i
lso led the team i E;Den 32, le.” Forrest 3. #8-| (T {diana), t le Ron Lucianp &me but also in the regular sea-
stgred and it ¢ U FUS egndh i secrie MAE b for | {[1dlane), tackle Ren Ludano| S P the Lioms.

DP-Forrest«Didier (Swords). LOB-Roch-
este-5 Birmingbam-7.

VanGeison finished strong in
tching, leading his fellow hurlers

t
their first look at the 1069 Lions

Lions Nurse Wounds,
Practice for Next Game

far as injuries are concerned,
the Lions seem to be lucky. Jim

R ER BB S0 h
victories and ERA. Springer Ki 1. < 1 |Saturday n:iht in Norman, Okla. | Doran and Geo Gillar are suf-
beat :tdke out total "t 63. Al- g;:r::-.l ,;-; H E 131 b ‘l‘hnfe b 'Ilu ;m Iflly ': Okla- ﬁl;:l Gé’rd;n;Ew.l:or. nikﬁu%
th Birmingham loses Sprin il oma follo e all star game
ct yoar, VanGeison, John. iy | ™ e oringer (53 “Loser-Kipp Friday night. They will not dress | Gene Gedman from a bad knee.
Bob Becker will be back. for xn &rdiul game, but they| The Lion coaches were wel

“This

% American Legion

will be observing.

pleased with the team's perform-
o1 ance against the Los - Angeles
IT 1S no secret around the Lion

g EccanTaic PHoTO
Young Terry Heydon displays the form that won him
seven no-hit games during the regular season, but the
Birmingham Americans evidently failed to read Heydon's
press clippings because they treated him rather roughly
in the semi-final game of the district playoffs. The ‘Amer-
icans went on to win the district title by downing Walled
Lake the following day, 3-2.

State Little League
Tourney in High Gear

The 1959 Michigan state Little League championship got
off to a big start yesterday at Eton Park in Birmingham.
Ypsilanti met Harper Woods, Hamtramck played Bay City,

and Birmingham clashed with St. Clair. Kalamazoo drew a 6

first round bye and is seeded in with the winner of the Ham-
tramck-Bay City game.

The second round pairings find the winner of the Ypsi-
lanti-Harper Woods game meeting the winner of the St.
Clair-Birmingham game at 5 p.m. today. The winner of
the Hamtramck-Bay City game will meet second-seeded
Kalamazoo at 3 p.m. Both games will be played at Eton
Park;

*The two winners from this round will square off at 5 p. m.
Friday afternoon at Eton field. The winner on Friday will
be crowned state Little League champion.and will represent
Michigan in the national eliminations. The first step will be

Boys Aid Babe!5 s ok
Ruth Tigers to|
Hills Title

ment. The national .championship
series will be played later this
month at Stockton, Calif.

e

RECORD CROWD turned out
for the district playoffs held last
week, and even ‘bigger c are
expected for ‘the state champion-
ship tournament this week.

The Birmh Amer

*

Only One
Match

Incomplete

The best tennis players in
the Birmingham area were
honored last night in a short
ceremony at Eton park when
the winners of The Birming-
ham_Eccentric-Recreation de-
partment community tennis
tournament were awarded
their $rophies and medals,

ONLY THE WINNER of the
mens singles title was unknown at
press time (Wedne noou)
that was decided last night be-
twveen John S‘uo‘n and Steve Smith.

CHAMPIONS for 1959 are:
Junior girls—Kathy Kerr (first)

Su! Fisher..
unior boys—Mike Fisher (first)
Peter Elliott.
Starr Walker.

Girls doubles — Starr Walker-
Sharon Foster (first) Bea Stumph-
Sue Weed. \

e
BOYS SINGLES—Steve Smith
(first) .John Sisson.

Boys doubles—Steve Smith-Don
Klelber (first) Bob Tigelaar-John
sson.
Womehs
(first) Dianne Hendershoti

e
WOMENS DOUBLES—Bea Mc-
ee-Bea Linda

Cavan-
nugh-Peter Trees (first) John Sis-
son-Steve Smith.

KATHY KERR "downed Sue

ran Green surprised Starr
Walker- in claiming the girls sin-
gles championship, 6-3, 6-4, but
Miss Walker came back to grab a
share of the girls-doubles erown,
by _pairing up with Sharon Foster,
Thev defeated Bea Stumpf and
Sue Weed, 6-2, 6-2. .

P
STEVE SMITH defeated an old
nemesis in John Sisson, 2-6, 7.5,
-3, to capture the boys singles
crown and liked the upset so much

grab the boys doubles crown.
They downed Sisson and
Bob Tigelaar, 7-5, 3-6, 6-4.

RN
BEA McKEE grabbed most of
the distaff honors by taking the
womens singles championship and
paiting up with- her daughter to
win the womens doubles. title.

and Starr Walker, 6-3, 6-3.

are
the defending flistﬂ;ﬁ, -ht.-w ll';d
regional champions, but have only
twn%nm blekmimm last year's
team.

“They started off badly, then we
deeided it was time to do some-
thing about it.” So reasoned Barie N

tron; Birmingham sed everyone
last year by coming within two
games of being the world cham-

ions.
P Last Thursday, Birmingham con-
tinued in its ip form

the Tigers, a team
in the Bloomfield Hills Babe Ruth
league, which did poorly. in its first e.ﬂuflon
few games. by dnwnin‘m w.l.n.d ake %»Izr.m'lms
The boys, both athletes in their | win gave the locals the ing-
own right, began helping the play- | ham district Little League cham-
ers. They worked two homAl pionship.
morning, three s a week. An-| ] .
other " {rmstrong~ brother, Jack,| JIMHORNER wis the starting
who is 14; played on the Tigers.. |pitcher for the Americans and re-
h the boys don't want to | tired ve men to face

layed around .500 t Ranis which resulfed in an unex-
Shia e thoy Tampet up o \ trainitg camp that great things | pected 30.50 Ge . )
-6 Tecord, Graduatin rfom'th. b b bbbl 5
m_ are Forest, Didier, Ruddy,

Id, Muthleb, Madonna, Rohn

g:"n'nru
BIRMINGHAN
Berkley

cocormmen

o i el |

cosormmuall

. Here are the boys who are
g of theAginningharln .:‘
League erican A
s:?t: which ii;ngafendi’:l& :.....
* champi this b
gek. They have ﬂre’;z;' cap- | Mitler
tored the distriet crown which
ey ‘won last year. - - - o

SRS annaa,

ﬁunq of the Tij
e worked at

ior. there this fall.

Althou, i

admit they had anything o do| him, but Walled Lake came through

with it, the Tigers went on to win | i thé second inning on pitcher

the Bloomfield Hills Babe Ruth|Dave Fagerlie's long homerun.

Jeague championehs Birmingham came back with the
au P P- tying tally as Greg Anderson sin-

il:lf' Dick Downey , and
1

MIKE, who made the winning
run to clinch the championship for
his Babe Ruth league team in De-
troit and was named to the al -cicﬁ
track team while at Redford higl
school, is now in Europe. While his
brother was able to attend all the
rs, he wasn't.

Rolfin Hi

doul
Wright was.hit by a pitched

Dick ' Fleming forced Anderson
at the plate, but Jim Horner lined
a single into center. The ball, -
that 'the

Flour Mills ng sacks on
freight cars. Next month he will
return to Miami of’ Ohio for his
Junior year. -Bo
Barie, who spells his name that
way “just to be dnhnr;n e
on| team and p!
on the football team at Bloomfield
Hills high lcho;l‘ He will be a sen-

run day’s
sacrificed {(omufut 17-—Teans with
third
in- games
p.m. at St. James
™~

Round-Up .

SUMMER SWIMMING '

This is the last week of sum-

mer s - :ntd&.rnmn, Bllh

Derby pools.

hae are cﬂuﬂ for ol:r'nienhry

scl ol teenage swim pe-

riod, and family swimming. Con-

tact the office for

schedules at each’ pool.

RECREAL"EOANG SOFTBALL

let
Monday, August 10—Gay Nine-

ties vs. Beecher, Peck & Lewis.
Tuesday, August 11 — Material

Packing com| vs. 14 Mile Inn.
Wednesday, August 12—winner

Thursday, August 13—loser of |
Monday’s game vs. Loser of Tues-

one defeat wil
An® will begin at 6:00
fleld. .

f
Girls singles—Fran Green (first) |

‘|came up with

singles — Bea McKee | run
t

he paired up with Don Kelber to Wi

partner |1

of Monday’s game vs. winner of | Mallory,
nl{ Tuesday’s game.

m is State Babe Ruth Cham

Meet
Illinois

Today

The Pioneers from Birmin
ham are the toast of the e
tire ‘state of Michigan. A
All-Star aggregation of boy
13-15 years old has won i
way right to the top in sta
Babe Ruth competition.

This récent honor was t}
result of a smashing 10-4 vi
tory over Benton Harbor s
Ypsilanti Sunday.

As the best Babe Rut
team in Michigan, Birming
ham’s Pioneers will represer
this state in the regiomn
tournament which begins ‘s
noon today at Briggs fleld o
the Eastern Michigan unjve
sity campus in Ypsilantt,

In the tournament draw
ings, Birmingham drew th
state champion of Illinoi;
The game will begin at 1 pn

with fou
next two innings to lead 4-3. Bu
manager Fred Harris’s charge
a single run in th
of the third to tie. In th
fou they added another run.

In the sixth, Birmingham loads.
the bases, and firstbaseman Larr
}]nChlnl\:h cleared “the left fiel

bottom

score at 10-4.
Pitcher Craig Kirby, who al

the first three innings, pitche
scoreless ball for the final fon
innings. He retired the last 11 bat
ters who faced him.

P
DUCHARME'S two hits wen
matched by teammate Tom Hey

Fisher, 61, and Mike Fisher 9€n, Who also garnered two hite
edged Peter’ Elliott, 64, to ‘zain | Showing what balance_their af
their crowns. {tack possesses, seven players col

lected nind hits among themselves
" Kirby went all the way. for th
win, giving up four hits, four runs
striking out six and walking onl)
two. It is interesting to note tha
only one of the four hits Kirb;
gave up was for extra bases, an
this was a two SN

WA

BIRMINGHAM drew a fifs
round bye and needed only a sin
gle victory to reach the finals Sun
day. That first victory-

twe
was Kalocsay’s fourt!
homerun in four tournamen

Mrs. McKee edged Dianne Hen.|Eames.

dershott, 6-2, 6-3, for the singles| - Manager Fred infe
trophy and Bea Stumpf helped her | the tric_that ~Kaloesay
down’ the team of Linda Wessels |homer in the M game: wa:

the first homer in this year's stat:

'EVE “"%‘x‘,’:'m leagu "f\'u sm-.
YOUNG STEVE 'SMITH and T league All-
John Sisson ran through their op.|raced to a 8-0 lead in the bottom
ponents as if nothing ‘would stop |of the . In ope wild
them, but then they ran into James |Tampage during the fourth infling
Cl.(v::nlugh ;nd I Tm-r..;._ud they oﬁ:n seven rihs
naugh an refu .
be run ragged by the younger paik| BENTON HARBOR won i
and took the mens doables title,| Semi-final .contest, def m
6-3, 6-1, by playing steadily, if 5‘3:“-1‘. move into .
- bor slinase Y steing of 4 e
a 2
tories in stata Mmy}}'ﬁ
Recreation [P i Nohws “bhesi
last year’s state champions.
ford. fell next, 9-6, ﬁ
mingham B sgainist

i -the semi-{
orenci,




