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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracys First Line of Defense

| Oh, for Men Like These of 1776!

There was a time when we thought that
the McClellan Senate Committee investi-
gating racketeering and corruption in
American labor would achieve something
beneficial, not only to the rank and file of
Jabor, but to the general public as well.

As the days go on, this committee
brings before it more and more racketeers
and crooks, many of whom take the Fifth
Amendment as a self-defense mechanism.
Each day more and more crookedness and
corruption are revealed—as the commit-
tee obtains evidence that certain labor
leaders have resorted to every kind of co-
ercion and compulsion—some of it very
brutal, in order to control competitive
bor organizers.

~UP TO THE TIME we are writing this,
nothing has been accomplished in the
United States Senate or House of Repre-
sentatives to combat this national men-
ace. This condition of apparent Congres-
sional helplessness presents a fair picture
of the lack of statesmanship, of patriotic
decency on the part of the Congress; and,
dear reader, do you know why nothing as
yet has been achieved to combat this la-
bor crookedness?

The answer and it's as old as
the word “politics”. What our country
needs in high places are a few of the type
of patriots who staged the Boston Tea
Party and were present at Lexington and
Concord.

| From The Eccentric's

Let it be herewith recorded that re-
cently over~in Southwestern Michigan,
near Dowagiac, a farmer named Stanley
Yanku$ finally paid the United States De-
partment of Agriculture several thous-
ands of dollars because he grew’ some
grain on his farm which in turn he fed to
his chickens. Yankus, you see, was a
raiser of poultry. But Uncle Sam told him
that he had raised more grain than the
law allowed him to raise and so, for a
period of three,years, Yankus operated
under the cloud of a condition which told
him what he could do with his own prop-
erty. Yankus's crop, of course, never
reached the open grain market directly,
although of course it could be argued that
the grain did in the form of edible poultry.
Anyway Yankus had to sell his farm in

(‘;;:dgr to pay up the Government's claim,
“after which he said that he was going to
take his family and “go down under” to
Australia where he felt a man still had
freedom.

For 20 years rock-ribbed Joe Martin
was leader of his party in the House of
Representatives in  Washington, D. C.
When the Republicans were in control of
the House, he was Speaker; just recently,
when the new, 86 Congress conveged, Joe
Martin lost out to Indiana’s Charlie Hal-
leck, who is sponsored by the less con-
servative group of Republicans in the
House. Martin, 74 years of age, says he
will not run for re-election and will go
back to his small daily newspaper in At-
tleboro, Mass. One thing about American
politics—it doesn’t guarantee permanence
to those who depend upon votes for pub-
lic office.

It is doubtful if any person living today
in the United States will eVer see this
country’s national debt reduced to any
considerable degree. So long as the ma-
jority of the American people want to see
Uncle Sam dressed up like Santa Claus, it
naturally follows that Congress will al-
ways be dominantly free-spending. It also
naturally follows that the politicians will
levy ds high tax rates as they think they
can get away with. Government, like an
individual, is only as powerful and influ-
ential over other people as the amount of
money it has at his disposal.

Point of View...

The ingenuity of some Americans is
beyond belief. For example: down in a
South Carolina penitentiary a number of
prisoners got together and forged checks,
passing them through some unknown per-
son or persons to the outside where a few
of them were cashed. The checks were
printed in the prison print shop. Appar-
ently the inmates must have been sen-
tenced for forgery and simply wanted to
keep in practice.

Down at Cape Canaveral, Florida, they
are trying to shoot rockets to land on the
moon. Another military base in California
is trying to get a nose cone, filled with
scientific instruments, to go around the
sun. Recently a group of Detroit families
started out for Alaska where they hope
to pioneer new homes.  Millions and mil-
lions of Americans are on the go—about
the only thing that's standing still as we
write this paragraph are the members of
the Michigan Legislature, while Governor
Soapy Williams stands on the sidelines
sort of watching the world go by. Yes sir,
it's a great world — if you don't care
where you're going.

The American history books emphasize
the fact that the chief reason the early
Colonists started a war with England was
because they were being taxed heavily
without representation in Merrie Olde
England. Boy! what would those Colonists
do were they around the U.S.A. these days
where taxation is levied with plenty of
representation?

Both Michigan U. S. Senators, Pat Mc-
Namara and Phil A. Hnn, have opposed
the further diversion of Great Lakes
waters for the benefit of Chicago. Thanks,
Senators . . . even though a majority of
one or both Houses of Congress may vote
in favor of this “steal.” Let’s hope that
President Eisenhower would finally veto
the new legislation,

Prior to marriage, the average senti.
mental male and female are quite willing
to overlook the other’s faults—but, after
a few years of marriage, too often the
pre-marital affection appears to have been
based upon a false premise. (The premise
being: “Love can overlook faults.”)
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill
ﬁi

Many a proposal has turned into a pro-
puzzle.

There’s nothing around the house

Suburban

Sentiment
LO, THE WINTER IS PAST

Of ice and snow
We're pretty fed.
What cometh next?
The mud instead!

—Jean Payne

that a man can’t fix—with a check-
book.

A woman who's too tired for words still
has some with which to tell you about it.
e

A small accomplishment is greater
than a big plan. ¢ '
Be it ever so lonely, there is no base like

home.
P

Cheer up fellows! The women won't
win equal rights in everything. Who
ever heard of a woman father?

NATURE NOW

and animuls. In other \\ulkl%,
survival is her goul.

Consider her motivation in evolv
ing the plant kingdom. As a hu
man you may be captivated by
the form, color and fragrunce of |
a flower or by the minute per.
| fection of its smallest detail. To
| nature on the other hand, these
| characteristics are only important |
as they relate
[ to seed produc-
tion, which in
turn represents
the continua-
| tion of the spe-
| cies.
| Through end-
|less experi-
ments, n a ture
| has found that
cross - pollina-
tion  strength-
ens the plant
strain. By thus mingling the char-

Mrs. Frehse

acteristics of two flowers, the re-
sulting individual plants  have
twice the choice of those traits
which will increase both their ef-
ficiency and their chance for sur
vival

THE IMPORTANT function of

cross - pollination is accomplished
chiefly by the wind and by insects
The former is an ancient and
wasteful method. But our earliest
blooming trees use it almost ex-
clusively, since very few
are abroad in late March and early
April when the willows, silver ma-
ples, red maples and elms lead the
flower procession

Because these blooms hang high
over our heads and are devoid of
showy petals, they are likely to
go unnoticed. The willows bear
male and female blossoms on sep-
arate trees. The elms have perfect
flowers, each blossom producing
both pollen and ovule. The maples
show great variety, having three
kinds of flowers, male, female and
perfect growing in various combi-
nations on the same or on separ-
ate trees

But whatever the arrangement
of the sex all wind-pollin:
trees bloom copiously, their flow-

insects

| the female bloom ri

by Lydia King Frehse |

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric |

Cross-Pollination
Aids Nature Goal

Nature is primarily concerned with the behavior of plants

function is her key word and

|
|ers growing by the thousands in
| exible catkins or generous clus-

ters where their ripened anthers |
are readily exposed to every va-
grant wind. Our ancient conifers
are ulso wind-pollinated, their male

| flowers taking the shape of tem-

porary cone-like

well-known permanent cone.

THE AMOUNT of pollen dis
charged by a single tree is so enor-
mous that it defies the imagina-
tion. Only one of these minute
grains is needed to fertilize a wait-
ing ovule. The rest are nature’s
provision for insuring the future
of the species.

The period of

pollen dispersal is

itly less than a week in
Bt each species ripens
in response the increasing
length of the day. Hence the trees
flower on a consistent schedule,
1 the signal of the
to carry nwuy

srecious freight

e cou
irey

vou
“pussies”

e the male
rs When the anthers ripen
their “fur crowned by a
mass of yellow pollen. On another
tree are the ¢ female flow-
ers which will ripen into secd-filled
catkins
TODAY WE looked up to see
the red maples along our shady |
street alrea spening their flow- |
ers. By the time you read these|
lines the sidewalks will be clut
tered with male blossoms. The |

wind will have performed its pol- |
lination rites and the |
will lie discarded. The|
fertilized female flowers will re-
main on the tree to develop into|
the well - known double -
fruit.

Thus two seeds will be sent on |
their way to a possible growing
site. Althongh only a small per
centage of their kind will bec,
new trees, nature has nevertheless
achieved her goul

W useless

blossoms

winged |
|

w

Bits of News Gleaned From

Happenings of Long Ago

Old Files Of The Eccentrie

50 YEARS AGO
; April 9, 1909
“Found, a pearl watch charm!
Call on Walter Allen, prove prop-
25¢ for this advt. and be
5

“Have you noticed Taylor Bros.
new electric light sign? This is
the very first electric sign ever
displayed in Birmingham and it
certainly is a beauty.”

For sale at a bargain, a three
year old colt—city broke, a good
as new Dunlap-top buggy and a
good single harness. To examine
and get particulars see Henry Spi-
cer, or call phone number 70.”

30 YEARS AGO

April 4, 1929
“Perhaps the most unusual of
April Fool stories comes from

Bloomficld Hills. Three times Mon-
day morning J. O. L. Voorheis'
ambulance was called from Pon-
tiac to mythical accidents in
Bloomfield Hills. But Birmingham
had its own little April Fool joke.
Monday evening village police
were called out'to arrest a drunk-
en driver, but not even a whiff of
liquor rewarded their search.”

lamb and went out like a lion, with
the usual
its blustering exit. The Wanderer's
wonder is maybe the lion isn't
making a prolonged stay this year.
The havoe of Monday’s wind storm
would indicate this.”

15 YEARS AGO
April 6. 1944
“The mail must go through.
Yes, Birmingham mailmen are do-

| ing their bit through the uncer.

4
Another March came in like a oy

ter parade to witness "

tain spring weather and mostly

y are delivering letters, papers,
ages and other mail right on
‘re a faithful lot, those

pac
time.
mailme

“No love, no nothin' goes the
song one hears so much on the
radio and in the theatre just now.
But a new song recalls there
should be no dishes to wash. Most
everybody dislikes washing dishes
and to them a maid in a Birming-
ham home points out that one can
make almost without any dishes at
all. Just make them in your hand
and then eat them from your hand
and eliminate that dish washing
job altogether.”
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MANUFACTURERS LIFE

INSURANCE COMPANY

ROGRESSIVE OUTLOOK and medical

advances work together at Mahufacturers Life.
If your medical history makes you a special
case ask the Man from Manufacturers about
your Life Insurance needs.

8.5

BRANCH OFFICES:

1880 Penobscot Building, 2842 W. Grand Blvd,, Birmingham Representatives:
. Detroit 26 Detroit 2 C. T. May
W. M. Milligan, C.L.U., Richard W. Schmid, C.L.U

Telephon
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Branch Manager
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Wheels are five inches
stance,

farther apart. This widens the

not the car, gives' vou road-hugging stability,

less lean and sway. Only Pontiac has Wide-Track Wheels!

SEE YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED PONTIAC DEALER

N, WOODWARD AVE

ish after i

WILSON PONTIAC-CADILLAC,

INC.
BIRMINGHAM

i

SILalter aisn. ..

o 1w elecric water healer

U

GET IT HOT ... GET A LOT to put that sparkle back into china and
glassware. Dishwashing is easier and quicker when the water’s really

hot, and there’s plenty of it fol

r rinsing.

Thanks to Edison's Super Supply Plan, a new electric water heater. is
always on the alert—day or night—to supply hot water for all family needs.

Here's the convenient, moder
for an operating cost as low as

n way to GET IT HOT ... GET A LOT
$3.88 per month.

Only electric water heaters give you all these important advantages:

Efficient—the heat goes into-the
water

Install anywhere—need not be
near a chimney |

Long life—meet Edison’s rigid
standards

Automatic—all the time

'
&3]

. Fast—new, more efficient heating
units ‘

Outer shell—cool to the touch all
over B

Edison maintains electrical parts
without charge

Safe—clean—quiet—modern

See your plumber or appiance deder DETROIT EDISON

SERVES SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN |



