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A I'ree, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

The Roof Won't Stay On

Our Pretty Assistant Mayor

Despite the traditional rivalry between
men and women—especially in the political
world—had we been a Birmingham city
commissioner last week we would have un-
hesitatingly voted for Florence Willett as
mayor pro tem.

However, we do understand and do not
criticize reasoning -behind -the negative
votes of two unknown male commissioners
that night.

Mrs. Willett has served on the Birming-
ham commission for four vears. During
those years she has shown the commu-
nity what a woman can contribute direct-
Iy to municipal activities and remain a per-
fect lady.

Freedom Must

A recent convention of churchmen, pur-
porting to represent millions of Protestant
church members, resolved that we come
to terms with the Kremlin, recognize Red
China, and admit her to the United Na-
tions.

As an antidote for this poison, we rec-
commend the words of Rev. Frederick
Brown Harris, Chaplain of the United
States Senate:

“Some church leaders are more concern-
ed about the faults of democracy than they
are about the ominous plottings of the
sinister system constantly growing in
strength, fantastically dedicated to the
destruction of democracy, faults and all.

“The results of the sleeping tablets con-
cocted by doctors of divinity to lull the
church to slumber in this fearful day of
destiny are plainly indicated in the recent
report of certain churchmen meeting in
Cleveland.

THAT HER ACTIONS and judgments
have won the confidence and respect of her
fellow commissioners is visibly demon-
strated in their making her the assistant
mayor for the coming year.

The other women in the community can
be proud that one of their sex has done so
well in local municipal government.

We can't conclude this editorial without
also expressing our congratulations to
both our new and our past mayors.

Harry M. Denyes, Jr. has just taken his
place at the head of the city commission
table. Twice mayor pro tem, Denyes suc-
ceeds Carl F. Ingraham, who now returns
to a chair along the side of the table after
i most creditable year as mayor.

Not Fall Asleep

“THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS
garding communism are like lifting an um-
brella with a cyclone headed toward those
singing complacently, ‘WHAT CAN
SHAKE OUR SURE REPOSE”

“History repeats itself. There were re-
ligious leaders during our American Revo-
lution who . . . were morally asleep to the

re-

implications of the Revolution und agitated

for appeasement with the British forces.
“There are some in the present globul

conflict who might profit by reading the

correspondence of George Washington

» with preachers who wanted nothing but
peace, even if it was based on supine sur-
render to tyranny.

“Will Rogers once said that what Amer-
icans needed most w
ometers taken av
alarm clocks.”

to have their speed-

and exchanged for

Why does so much of the American
Press play up affairs such as is involved
in the Eddie Fisher. Debbie Reynolds,
Elizabeth Taylor episode? The answer, of
course, is quite simple: the great majority
of newspaper readers are interested in
such stories, Actually it is not that they
gre interested only in the specific personal-
ities of Fisher, Reynolds and Taylor. This
trio of Hollywood stars merely exists as a
pattern in the ever-present romanticisms
that exist wherever human beings live.
Just as people love to worship a hero,
whether it be on the battlefield or in the
area of sports, some of them appear to
find pleasure in any evidence in others
of a departure frem the “straight and
narrow path”. As individuals, Fisher, Rey-
nolds and Taylor are but grains of sand
on the wide shores of the seven seas, of
humanity—but as symbols of the strength
or the frailties of human beings, they loom
as high as mountains.

Now and then you will hear some per»
son who is loudly eritical of the Ameri
press. Said criticism holds forth that lhe
average American newspaper fails to pro-
vide the type of civic leadership that will
help to make self: government in a de-
mocracy more successful. There is but
one answer man can make on this subject
and it goes something like this: The art of

From The Eccentric's

I

Point of View...

self government, to be successful, depends
upon an informed and interested and a re-
sponsible citizenry — a citizenry that will
respond to the self-implied civic duties
that lie in the words “Freedom, duty”.
Newspapers may gather the news; they
may report it to their readers; they may
use their editorial columns to advise, to
interpret, to advocate in behalf of & prop-
osition or a person, after which it is up
to the citizens themselves to do things,
to think the thoughts that will allow their
freedom to carve out for themselves a hap-
i nd more peaceful and a more secure

Yes, newspapers and other com-
ications media are very important in
a democracy—but the most important fac-
tor is collective good citizenship.

When he retires from the White House
two years hence, if Dwight D. Eisenhower
should write a book about his experiences
as President of the United States, he
should be able to sell a lot of copies of
ime. On the other hand, if Tke's Press
ecretary, Jim Haggerty, should write in-

to a book his observations of the national
scene, that book could prove mighty in-
teresting too. Indeed, both bouks would
become best sellers if each author would
write the whole story and tell the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth!
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Few people will deny that the teaching
profession is underpaid. But these same
people wouldn't have to go out of their own
school district to find that some of their
teachers are overpaid for the job for which
they are responsible, while others are
greatly underpaid for the way they carry
out their educational responsibility.

The accepted method today to meet this
financial problem is no different with
teachers than it is with steelworkers, auto
assembly women, or draftsmen:

Overpay the poor and mediocre and un-
derpay the intelligent and industrious and
excellent.

In other words, the same pay for y:é
same job with no recognition of individual
ability or application.

'I‘EACHE[IS’ ASSO(IATIOT\S are plug

mum heha\'iur.

Like so many others of us, these teach-
érs are calcifying their intelligence in re-
turn for security.

Not too many years ago we Americans
sought out our opportunities and from
them carved our future.

Today we sit and expect opportunities
to find us and mold themselves to our de-
sires!

Toresters love elm trees more than
birds, and ornithologists love birds
more than trees. And DDT shall per-
manently be between them!

by Lydia King Frehs

NATURE NOW b Lo Koe I
Wooly Bear Can’t
Prophesy Weather

An April wind stirs the empty secd pods in the old orehard
lon  the hill. Meadowlark, mourning dove, cardinal and red
wing vie with the frog chorus sounding from the nearby
swamp. -
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Landscape Design and
Construction
Lawrence E. Smith
135 N. WOODWARD
in the Wilson Building
Phone MI 4 2036
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Bloomfield Cab

24 hour service

Your Children (ages 5 to 12)
Are Invited to Join OUR CLUB!
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—and it will lead to interesting
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Experts couldnt even tell
which Kuppenheimer
suit is brand new an
owhich has been Sanitone
})p Cleaned 25 times,
because Sanitone Dry
Cleaning keeps quality
“alive.” You can depend
on Sanitone, just as you
relv on quality fabrics
and fine tailoring when
choosing clothes.

Sanitone with exclusive
Soft-Set® Finish removes
dirt and perspiration like
magic. Clothes come
back looking as fresh as
the day you first wore
them. No wonder you
can't tell that the man on
the left wears the Sani-
tone Dry Cleaned suit!
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Everybody will
admire your bathroom
when you install

Amnlcxn-cstandard
bathroom fixtures in

® wide seloction of colors to choose from
® many styles and models
® prices fo fit your pocketbook

COME IN TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATI
EASY PAYMENT TERMS CAN BE ARRANGED

G. C. JOHNSTON

Plumbing and Heating
PHONE MIDWESY 4-5510
Birmingham — 1691 Big Beaver Rd.

YOUNG OR OLD-

they need hot water!

Babies aren’t the only ones that need hot water to
keep clean, healthy and happy. The whole family
needs, and will welcome, the wonderful conven-
ience of having hot water, at the turn of the fau-
An Automatic Gas Water Heater gives this
convenience—night and ‘day—the year 'round.
Never a worry . . . never a care. The Gas Water
Heater is clean, fast, quiet and completely auto-
matic . . . replaces hot water almost as fast as you
use it! No modern home can afford to be without  »
hot water service . . . it's a necessity for better,
easier, more healthful living. For quality, depend-
ability and low cost . . . you can’t beat an
Automatic Gas Water Heater.
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