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in the world, , “without
making any radical changes in the |
| basic pattern of American Educa-
| tion.” Citing the number one prob-
| lem as that of getting good school
boards, he characterized a good
| school board as” one made up of
| honest,  intelligent citizens who
know the difference between policy
making and administration. “This
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| “The responsibili

board,” he said, “is to get the|
facts; facts about the kind of gen-
eral education required of all stu-
dents, facts about the amount and
kind of ability grouping, facts
about what courses the academi-|
cally talented students elect be-|
the required courses, and|
the requirements for |

graduation.”
To those who would pattern|
American education after that of
Russia Dr. Conant said, o com-
pare the educational system of a
totalitarian country and that of a
free country is to compare things
ncomparable magnitude. To
¢ e Furopean and American
education is to compare social sit-
uations so different as to make it
absurd.”

HE SUCG ED that if we
were to try to pattern our educa-
tional system after that of the Fu-
ropean systems we would have to

work in the universities, establish
uniform entranty requirements aid
professional dggree requirements,
change laws foncerning youth la-
bor, abolish 1l local school boards,
and make the American people re-
shape their whole thinking of so- |
ciety and American education

Thes¢ drastic changes are not
needed, he said. “All we need is
ood/school boards, good adminis-
traive staffs, good teaching staffs,
and the intelligent backing of cit-
itens.” N
/" Dr. Conant expressed great con-
fidence in well organized, well in-|
tentioned  citizens groups. He
warned against vigilante groups
that tend to become small pressure
groups in education.

These often draw to them citi-
zens who have opinions about a
wide variety of educational mat-
ters, but their ideas are polar-
ized by limited personal experi-
ences and lack of understanding of
the complexity of the prublems in.
volved.
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In the balance of his talk Dr.|
Conant reviewed some of the major |
fi s of his study of the Amer-|
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been cov-
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Following Dr. Conant’s talk, Mr. |
Henry Toy Jr., president of the|
N 1 Citizens Committee for
Schools spoke to the group |
about citizens committees in other |
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