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Under-Age Youths: Don’t Drive!

| it's against the state law!

ler-lasting sheens on its newest

torial Page

\day, September 25, 1958
————

A Free, Responsnble and Aggressive Press
Is Democracys First “Line of Defense ®

“But, Dad, why shouldn’t I be allowed
to drive our family car, even though I am
below the legal age—you know that -some
of our neighborhood young people, my age
and lower, get to drive?”, is |a gquestion
that frequently perplexes parents in many
communities, including the lodal areas.
Yes, why not? |
The answer, of course, is a

inple one:

However, we all know that this ’answer

is not sufficiently convincing many
youngsters who want to drive. Tpo, this
answer often is not sufficiently powerful

enough to convince some parents of be-
low-age youth that the law s}}uld be
obeyed.

ONE OF OUR ECCENTRIC readers,
himself the father of a below-age young-
ster, has written us on this sub}?«t.

“Today we hear so much about|juvenile

fore his 16th birthday, and successfully
passed the written and road tests, at the
police station, his driving certificate will
be signed by the license examiner and he
can then drive with a parent or guardian
in the car.

“The law also provides that every per-
son must be at elast 14 years of age to
obtain an operator’s license for a motor-
scooter or motor bicycle of five horsepower
or less. We have found cases where par-
ents have permitted their youngsters who
were only 13 years old to own and operate
cars. N

“Some parepts also are building small
cars and permitting 10 and 12-year-olds to
drive them on the streets and sidewalks.
Every motor vehicle must be licensed to
operate and these small vehicles do not
possess the safety equipment to qualify
for a license plate.”

CHIEF MOXLEY IS quite vigorous in
his convictiéns that it is mm@lly wrong
fora parent knowingly to permit a young-

delinquents and yet I feel that the prob-
lem liés with the parents and their appar-
ent lack of interest or their lack of respect
for the laws and rules of the ity,
or the property of others,” w*obe this
reader. .

“There are many fine families residing
in this area and they are trying Ew do the
right thing and raise their children to be
law-abiding citizens,” he continues. “There
also are a few who are not and|they are

the ones creating some of the [problems
for other parents .. .”. |
80.The Eccentric contacted Ralph Mox-
ley, Birmingham’s police chief, and asked
him to comment on this 1mpdmnt prob-
lem. Replied Chief Moxley:
#“Some parents are permitting
der-age, unlicensed children to drive the
family car. It is a violation of [Michigan
law knowingly to permit any unlicensed
person to operate a motor vehicle. The
parent, as well as the child, will|therefore
be charged with violation of this law.

their un-

oo |

“MANY OF THESE youths are too
young to obtain a license. The|law now
provides that a person must be at least 18
years of age before he can apply for a
license, provided he has not taken a driv-
er's course in the publi¢ schools.

“If he has completed such a course be-

s/

ster to disregard the law.

“This action,” declared the chief, “can
cause the youngster to regard all of our
laws with contempt, when a law does not
agree with his mersonal desires.

“Our records also reveal that very seri-
ous accidents have occurred when these
immature drivers lose control of their
vehicle and crash into other vehicles or
objects at the side of the road,” concluded
Birmingham’s police chief.

All of which, of course, adds up to the
generilly accepted truth that the best pos-
sible source jof characterful youth guid-
ance lies right within each home.

P

AFTER ALL, LAWS ARE enacted for
the protection of society; obedience to
them, naturally, is the best assurance that
society cap enjoy the desired protections
for whicl' laws are placed on the statute
‘books.

Parents know this to be the truth; youth
needs to be taught to live within the law.
After all, laws regulating the use and
control of motor vehicles, when complied
with, are one’s best insurance against be-
coming a mere statistic in the traffic fa-
tality and accident records.
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From The Eccentri
Point of View . . .
/An important fact which should never

bd forgotten by the citizens in’ja ‘democ-
y is this: Nowhere within ‘the various
ncies of government are there men and

women who are infallible. They are not

orpcles, however honest and sincere they -

y be. Most real leaders.do not claim to
bel omniscient. Quacks and demagogues
do, however. It's up to the gverage citi-
zen to discern the difference between the
gdod and poar or bad candidates, between

right and wrong issues, if he would have
the possible best government.

Apathy of voters plus cowardice of
Congress, plus aggressiveness of certain
hoodlums in some labor organizations,
equals ever-increasing loss of personal
liberties.

Years ago the old-fashioned . straight
razor gave way to the safety type. This,
of course, contributed to the rapid disap-
pearance of the razor strap. Has all this
contributed to the growing problem of
juvenile delinquency ?
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NATURE NOW

Autumn’s

September brings into shar
recently evolved of our plant f:

Of these, the asters and golden-#
rods of autumn combine to make |
the most showy bouquet of the
floral year. Asters alone inclu
more than 250 North Ameri
species, enough to confuse all ex-
cept the specialist who gives a
lifetime to their study.

The Composite family is most
diverse in its habits and manners.
Some members
shake their dus-
ty heads along

along
fence rows and
briar  patches.
Many spill color
T nieadows
adn hillsides or
fringe the bor-
der of streams
and  woodlots.
Such _cultivated
favorites as asters, zinnias, mari-
golds and chrysanthemums grace
our best-tended gardens.
The flower of a composite is a
key to its family name. If one|
takes time to examine a common
dandelion with a_hand lens, what
appears to be a single bloom is re-
vealed as a compact hend of se
arate florets, cach of whic
ops its own seed with an attached
parachute to carry it far afield.

Mrs. Frehse |

FROM THE standpoint of the
flower structure, the composites
may be divided into three groups.
The first, or “radiate”, type has a
central disc composed of several
hundred small tube-shaped florets.
These are surrounded by ray flos
ers which look like peta

yarrow, sunflower and guldenmd
belong here.

The' second or “discoid” group

has only dise flowers corresponding
to the pin-eushion center of a
However,

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Composites Color

estimated 13,000-20,000 \peclei span the ~eason

| many insects. Because of the com-|

- | polination has nl\u begome a high-

by Lydia King Frehse

Picture

p focus the largest and most
amilies, the composites. Their

The third group, called “ligulate™
composites, has strap-shaped flow-
ers. The florets are bunched to-

rether with no regular pattern and | w

there is no centrul dise. Here be- ITH A

long such plants as dandelion, let-

tuce, goat’s beard, endive and POLAROID®
chicory. Each of these mentioned

|has some economic value. CAMERA

THE STRUCTURE of the com-
posite presents a high level of spec-
‘ialization which ensures pmhﬁr
seed production. Consider the num-
ber of tiny indiivdual florets in‘a
single plant of goldenrod. Its five
or six plumes are separated into

many divisions, each redivided into
individual flowers whose numbers
run up into the thousands.

Allowing for a margin of the
seeds which not find suitable living
space, one is yet impressed with
the prolific hand of nature.

The composites are equally ef-|
ficient in their pollination. A sin-
gle- bee mulling over a dandelion
can pollinate every one of its sev-
eral hundred florets. This group
arrangement of flowers into large
massesq of breath and color at-
tracts and makes landing room for
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pact arrangement of florets, rm<~z- -

ly efficient schem

With this lﬂmriy ‘nature has done
an unusually effective job of seed
dispersal. Every autumn wind is
laden with millions of its silky
parachutes which land far away
from the parent plant. Spanish
needles, cockleburs and burdock
attach themselves to the fur of
every animal abroad and travel
along with him. Each walk nﬂohl
has its aftermath of ridding one’s
clothing of tufts, bristle brushes,
prickers and saw-cdged prongs,
chvcr seed shapes taking a free
ride to some new location.

Even with so brief a sketch of
the composites, one is forced to
mn“dpr the cn of some scien-

Bits of News Gleaned From

Happenings of Long Ago

ists, who pr hat this family
Wil eventunlly Cake over the flora ;
our earth. |
Weleome Wagon |
i
Hostess

Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
September 25, 190%
“The people of Michigan can
choose between sparrows and
worms. The sparrows are taking

L
ONE THING OR ANOTHER 5, George Win. Avrl

It'll be as long as two years between
waxing and polishing jobs {)n he new
Dodge cars, according to a recent news
item. And General Motors algo :Llcng-

lels.

Now if those same automotive engineers
lcan only come up with somethingtlto keep
Fhe chmme from beeommg rusty

| We don’t mind owning an expensive
| car. ‘We just want to buy it at an inex-

Tve price. N
o Fo
ore about cars:

‘ General Motors recentfy announced its

Suburban
Sentiment
UNIVERSAL PROBLEM
\ Spvmlu, rockets, guided | Jminlln

lnhlphllﬂury flight |
’  plague the wodd while

e the car Ionlgln?"

"

H | |

:M_A{go M} Lane r

newest advance in automotive design—
the experimental Firebird, which the
company calls “the first space age inspired
car”.

Its operation is built around a single
stick control system for steering, braking,
acceleration.

That’s nice to hear. Now we'll be able
to settle down and keep both feet on the
floor.

w

o

: “What often gets lit when it
goes out?”

Jam: “Dunno. What?"”

Jim: A social drinker.”

oo

1

Don’t know why all you guys worry
about the day when a woman will be
elected President of these here United
States.

Don’t you know that none of them will
reath the required legal age?

Al o o

Everyone has a place for them in
chureh . .- and don't sit in anyone
else’s!

. " ,

Girls marry two kinds of men—the go-
getters or the already-gotiers.

W

daily and when you kil
& bird you insure the lives of thou-
sands of worms, moths and catter-
pillars.”

“The L. 0. T. M. il. will give a
supper in their hall Sept. 25. Sup-
per 15 cents. Everybody come and

Is Cnt Man’s
Best Friend?

With the horse outmoded,

cats
make their bid for title. Besides
setting example of dignified seren-
worry  over
money and atom bomb, cat per-
forms prodigious service in battle
with disease-bearing r
J\ut as insect armies cﬂnl.munl]y
plague our crops, migratory rats,
spreaders of Bubonic Plague, would
r over man, were it not for
their herodlmry enemy, the cat. Of
course, quarantine regulations and
bl.h: health sanitary measures

Cy ht 1957, Jobn E
B“(L;myﬂz 7, John Emery

bulletm called
Eovernmental
to

Maybo theyll put you on_ their
mailing list if you ask them
Hanna street, would like to have
any tomatoes or
year. They wi
the
cafeterias this winte:

have & good supper.”

30 YEARS AGO
September 27, 1928
“A lady who was slim and pret-
ty was imperiously arguing with
an officer. She laughed in a su]
ior manner. The officer laug] ed
too, then another officer joines

Chang

Mary  Clark Griffith, hostess at
the Commubity House, had re-
sponded to 37 telephone calls from
persons seeking employment or
help.”
15 YEARS AGO
September 23, 1943
"WIb&k State Bank is getting

to the minute news of
Achon and fore-
very business.

heir |
S .
“Mrs. F. W. Niedenfahr, 511
two_quart ]Irﬂ
that are ot gaing (o
DS e tosupaly
Baldwin and Barnum school
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\ Civie and Social /
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® Stings
@ All Boys (Or Girls)
® Protruding Ears

Q. “Last summer I was stung
by a wasp and became violently

Would the same thing
nif Tam stung by a bee?

A. Venom of the wasp, hornet,
yellowjacket and honeybee con-
tains a common poison. A per- Q. If a baby h.. 1.,"
ing ears w
ears back?
A. No, not according to a Brit-
tish doctor. Protruding ears
can be corrected by surgery but
plastic operation hould mot be
performed until after the ears
cease to grow. Eyen then the
why's and wherefore's of an
operation of this kind should be
thoroughly discussed with the
fany ‘)h cian,

MEDICAL MIRROR
. e on s velontoAe
A. There is no satisfa - publications and does not neces-
planation. Age of the pa sarily reflect the opinion of all
may have some slight effect. doctor: The _di; and
Young parents tend to have
more boys than girls. The boy- the ski ed

only a hynlcl-n can apply by

girl difference levels off as the
personally attending the patient,

Erolrud.
ind the

son who_reacts violently to the
sting of one of these insects
would probably react just as vio-
lently to the sting of the others.
People who are known to be very

tive. Your doctor can give you
all the information about how

this is done.

@ How do doctors account, for

and others all girls?

parents get older
Letters will be answered in these columns lnonymously
Direct your inauiries to J. Downey Ralston, M.D.
CIENCE EDITORS, P.0. BOX 396
uare Station, New anh 10, N. Y.

him and lheylled the ludydn few| MRS. H. WALES PRICE
steps up Maple avenue an stop-
huge “no_parking” Midwest 4-0516

sign. There they stood—the imper- (No cost or obligation) R
ious lady with an officer on either | Yoo ——f
side, both of whom were spelling — —
|out,’ “No_Parking." The lady was|—————
‘'no longer lmperlous

“Before no-m terday, Miss

Wait.for it
...watch.for it!
Youre in fora

THE OLDTIMER
N

(S
“A happy marriage is a long
|conversation tl a
seems too short!




