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'50. Years of Daily Jéumalishl

A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Democracy’s

First Line of Defense ®

Novemiber 25, 1958, marks the fiftieth
pniversary of an American daily newspa-
gr- that is unigue in thé history of this
tion’s journalism.

It s warmly praised by American edi-
irs asan example of constructive journal-
m which they assert serves as a model
orthy of their own emulation.

The name of this newspaper is The
hristian Science Monitor, an internation-
daily published in Boston, Mass, Its edi-

ymplete story of The Monitor’s birth and
peration in his currently released book:
Commitment to Freedom . ..”

ALTHOUGH ORlGlNALLY directed by
lary ‘Baker Eddy, the discoverer and
junder of the. Christian Science move-
rnt. e Monitor seeks to carry out the
under’s editorial policy: *. . . to injure
man, but to bless all mankind.” The
ply religious article it prints is a short
4ily message on its Home Forum pdge
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It takes all the U. S. income taxes paid
er year by about 19 average private in-
hstry employees to pay the annual salary
one average civilian worker employed
the Federal government.
The Federal government employs
328,947 civilian workers. | That number
gain is two million, three hundred and
wenty-three thousand, nine hundred and
orty-seven.

To keep these workers occupied, the gov-
rnment owns 700 substantigl corporations
and 19,000 small businesses of all kinds, in
afldition to many service iorganizations.
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ir, Erwin D. Canham, has chronicled the’

‘With correspondents in many large cit-
ies, both in North America and other coun-
tries, The Monitor has gained a consider-
able reputation for its constructive cover-
age of events and people of world-wide in-
fluence.
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IN ITS NEWS, business, sports, cultur-
al and other varieties of coverage, its poli-
cy is: “Whatever is of public importance
or affects the public welfare, even though
it be news of what is ordinarily reckoned
as crimes or disaster, is printed in The
Monitor in completeness sufficient for in-
formation, but without unnecessary em-
bellishment or sensational display. The
emphasis, however, is reserved for the
helpful, the constructive, the encouraging,
not for their opposites.”

During its 50 years, it has recewed more
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NATURE NOW

than 100 awards and in-
cluding eight official honors from foreign
countries. :

19 Support One Federal Employee

These corporations lose about $10 billion

a year, but instead of going out of busi-

ness they simply chalk up a deficit and

continue to operate on tax money.
P

PAY FOR THE. government’s 2.3 mil-
lion civilian employees last year was $11
billion—equal to about one-third the total
tax bill of all Federal individual income tax
payers.

That’s a lot of employees, and a lot of
government, and an awful lot of taxes. We
should tell our vote-hunting congressmen
it is too much of all three-don’t you agree?

. From The Eccentrio's
Point of View . . .

All is not sweet in sugar-producing Cuba.
ts President, Fulgencio Batista, is report-
d to be planning a full-scale “war” against
ne rebel chieftain Fidel Castro, who for
wo years has been plmzuing‘ Batista’s gov-
rnment. If human lives and property were
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not involved to such an extent, the contest
would assume the proportions of a large-
scale comic opera. Unrest today is world-
wide.

‘We do trust that this inter-service fight
between the several U.S. military organi-
zations will cease soon—in case of an-
other conflict, they’ll need all their ener-
gies to win.
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Someone somewhere wrote up his (may-
be it was her) sort of “oath of loyalty” to
the community in which he lived. He en-

" titled it “My Town”. Too bad the clipping

lhat came to my attention didn't have the
uthor's name on it. He deserves all the

field i

ties have a number of people who apparent-
ly have their own version of this comimu-
nity creed. They are making it come alive
by serving on the committees, boards and
eommissions busy trying to solve today’s
pressing community problems.

v

-would our solutions arrive if the rest of us
would adopt this unknown author’s atti-
tude:

“My town is the place where I live,
‘where I am employed, where I vote.
It is where my children are educated
and where my neighbots dwell. It is
where my life is chiefly lived. It is
my. home.

“My town has the right to my civic
loyalty, It supports me and I should
support it.

“My town wants my citizenship, not
my partisanship; my friendliness, not
my dissension; my sympathy, not my
criticism; my intelligence, not fy in-

| difference. .

“My town supplies me with protec-
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ONE THING OR . ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

tion, trade, friends, education, schools,
churches, and the right to free moral
citizenship. It has some things that
are better than others; the best things
1 should seek to make better; the
worst things I should help to suppress. "

“All in all, it is my town and it is
entitled to the best there is in me.”

‘o

There is a certain type of hunter

who goes north for the beer season.

Next time you find somebody who would
have you believe that the universe revolves
around him, hand him this clipping of a
comment which appeared under scxence
notes in the New York Times:

“There are at least 100,000,000 planets
in the universe suitable for life, and these
are likely to be inhabited by living, think-
ing beings equal or superior to man, ac-
cording to Dr. Harlow Shapley, retired di-
rector of Harvard College Observatory.

“In his new book, ‘Of Stars and Men’
(Beacon Press), Dr. Shapley states that
conditions that made possible life on earth
could occur wherever a planet was located
at the right distance from a star to pro-
vide the water and moderate temperature
required by living organisms,
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“THE EARTH, he points out, is planet
No. 8 in the family of a run-of-the-mill
yellowish star, member of a typical galaxy
that contains billions of typical stars. This
‘home galaxy’, the Milky Way, is only one
such star system among many billions in
the known universe.

“There is now undeniable evidence that

The naturalist experlenceq

And so it was that as we walkes
in a late autumn woodland,

tions of life in the midst of empti-
ness and decay. Smal patches of
moss shone green among the litter |
of the forest floor. A mat of Cath-

erinia (named for a Russian Em-

red spore cases
gleaming in the
‘ternoon s un.
Gray and green
of lichen march-
ed up the trunks
trees to re-
mmd us of the
ancient lineage

of pupa‘and cocoon, to the dark re-
cess of bark, crevice and rotting
log, to the protecting warmth of
burrow and den. An empty pod, a
discarded feather, a reed broken
by the wind; all theso are part
and parcel of life’s “seamless con-
tinuum.”
.

ON THE ulnpe cf the hillside,
rlnnts of the aromatic wild ginger

ay in a tangled mass. Stooping W
examine the heart-shaped
leaves, we found their undersides
garasmzed by a species of mealy

ug. This insect is so named be-
cause its body is covered with n

powdery wax which makes any
Surface which it infests Took as it
it were dipped in flour.

The females are wingless, and
feed by suckmfg the juices from a
wide variety of plants. Your scribe
has seen the limbs of trees so in-
fested that the ground underneath
looked like a patch of flour spilled
on the forest floor. A flock of mi-
grating warblers grows as excited
over this treat as would any young-
ster turned loose in a roomful of
lollipo)

Indlvldull mealy bugs are
small_to be seen with the nnked
eye. However, with the aid o
hand lens we saw for the {qut

large

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Autumn Woods Hold
An Unbroken Cycle

press) was in full fruit, its rich ¢
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a day to day association with/

plnnts and animals in their native haunts which is stimulat-
ing and satisfying in any season. If he oc
unusual and dramatic, it is largely because he is willing lo
spend hours watching the commonplace.

4

onally sees the

we .
Iound all about us the superscrip- hm\e the .white-winged male. It

resembles the tiniest of moths, but
has only a single pair of wings
and no functional mouth parts. Al-
though the mealy bug generally
follows -l € pattern
female of
ne species, Ps cus adoni-
dum “Lthe long-tailed mealy bug)
displays the unusual trait of bear-
ing its young alive in the larval
stage.

AS WE made our way through
the valley below the hill we over-
turned a log’ here and there in
search of hibernating salamanders.
Although we found none of these
interesting amphibians we did
come upon such creatures as milli- |
pedes, - earthworms, beetles  and

ground snails, One of the latter
£2a aiready hibernated, sealing it-

self into its shell with a mucil-
agenous. door. Also hidden in the
soil under the log were several
clumps of snail’s eggs, their tiny
pearl-like perfection an unexpected
revelation of nature’s ways.

On_the banks of the river wind-
ing through the valley we found a

a not-so-common shrub. Clinging

acteristic fruits; = inflated pods,
rose-colored nnd three-celled. Ten-
drils of wild grape, carrion vine
and bittersweet. encircled the trees
of the rich river bottom. Although
the latter is on our Michigan list
of protected plants its unusually
beautiful berries are so often torn
from the plunt that it is fast be-
coming extinct,

sky was reminiscent of “QOctober’s
bright blue weather”. But the
soundless woods and the biting
wind belonged to November an
the sky-ways overhead to the honk-
ing wild geese winging their way
southward from the frozen and
empty marshes of the North.
Falling leaf, glowing moss, rot-
g log, hibernating snail,
1zing mealy bug, empty p
guung bird—these all are mdls-
a!putable evidence of life’s undaunt-
|ed cycle.

Happenings

Bits of News Gleaned From

of Long Ago

0ld Files Of The Eccentric

* 50 YEARS AGO
November 20, 1908
“The busy stork left with Mrs.
1. W. Snell of Brown street, Sun-
day of this week, an eight pound
baby girl. And now the happy cou-
plo have a pair,

“It is tnming lt )n- been started
at last. A new telephone dxrec'.ary
for Birmingham. We m glad and
s0 are 3( ubscribers. When the
new book is d!slnbuud it is ex-
pected that all the calls then will
be made by number.” 3

30 YEARS AGO
November 15,

“A story is told of lmle Claire
Rose Kean, three year old daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs, Harold Kean,
of Lincoln avenue, and who has
inherited her father’s love of mu-
sic, (Mr. Kean is the Webster ten-
or who broadcasts nightly from
WGHP). When Claire Rose was
taken to the Kunsky Birmingham
theater for the first time a short
while m shl stood up in her chair
in row and said to the
t;lrwlnlxt “l‘hy something hot, Mr.

“If you hear considerable noise
in Birmingham Monday evening,
dipln«ment-

gation of the new municipal build-
ing will be at 8 pm. Plans are

the same laws of physics and
known on this earth also operate chrouxh-
out the universe of more than one hundred
thousand million billion stars. Thus, Dr.
Shapley argues, even if only one star sys-
tem in a million million is suitable for life
as we know it, there are at least a hun-

dred million planetary systems similar to |
‘ our solar system in their suitability for
life.”

to have the
hluw the ﬂrn siren - for several
minutes at that time to usher the
citizens into a flower . banked
building.”

15 YEARS AGO

November 18, 1943
“By taking away the gasoline
ration books 'of four Birmingham
youtll for a six-months period be-
violations of nuonmg

Fegulations, the Birming]
tioning board Tuesday mgm indl
cated ﬂut similar measures would

be invoked against motorists who
might be caught tampering with
mlmmm{ procedum

WHY 7

Cats Always Land
On Their Feet?

Abnhzy of cats to land feet first
tter haw dropped is

no due to
mulcuhr €001 rdl ation and a heal-
hy, but not over-developed, balanc-
ing sense. Important is the quick-
ness with which both are brought
into play.

Men too could alight feet first
were they quick thinking enough.

crobats, merialists manage
cause constant practice in llllmg
tively.

1f mammoth cats were to flip
men into the air, as thoughless
persons do very young Kkittens, re-
sults would be as scientifically in-

(Co Yl:ikh! 1956, John Em
Ent., Ync) ' ) i

single specimen of the bladder nut, |

to its bare branches were the char- |
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If you could examine these identical
would find them the same in every

proving that Quality, Sanitone, Dry Cleaning does
not affect life or appearance of fine fabrics.

SMART SACONY
FALL SUITS IS
BRAND-NEVW.. .

25 TIMES*. ..

proof that

it pays to
buy quality
dry cleaning
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"How Wikl Your

'NEW DRYER
~ Rate ouThese
3 Points?”

ASKS JULIA MEADE
USROS S

FAST DRYING. Washdays are busy doys and

y drying is importan 1o you. With Gas,
clothes stort to dry the instant the dial is turned]
There's no slow warm-ug delay ... in fact @
Gos dryer con keep pace| with your automotic
washer! Fot dring give dothes longer e,
too.

2 GENTLE DRYING. You 4".' your dthes, o
peciolly delicales, to ot boked!
" Gos heat is breeze-like oty Cirying
parfectly controlled 5o clothes come out flufty
ond swee smelling. With|modern Gas, ironing
time may be cut as muchas halfl
ECONOMICAL DRYING| Think a clothes dryer
is @ luxury?....Not with Gas! Gas dryers cost

fexs 10 buy, less 1o insall and Gas costs les fo
e,

YOUR

GAS

DRYER
DEALER
TODAY!




