Cites Shameful Condition of Shain Park

To The Editor:

What | now say may be interp-
reted as self-interest. But those
who have lived here for some time
know that 1 have always concerned
myself about my adopted town,
xu government, its appearance, its

rowth, its Churches, Women's
('lubI its Community Hnu-«. Lib-
1ary and other projects which
give it its enviable reputation.

I speak of this only to explain
that I would feel unhappy about
the state of the park no matter
whose name had been given to it.
It is an important part of the
town I Jove. During the last forty
yours we huve paid thousands in
tax and assessments to help
to bu)ld u Naturally, the fact thu

e has money invested, influences
any taxpayer.

HE wants his money to be used
wisely. However, my principal
thought in this instance lies not
in the total tax picture, only one
aspect of it. Why must the Shain |

Park be a step-child? |
ia very conspicuous,
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it s
ever see the interior of the City
Hall which has just been recon.
structed to the amount of thous-
ands of dollars. I am glad it is
handsomely completed. But must
the park and the Library be short. |
changed? They are an inportant |
part of the whole civie ensemble. |

THE STONE and attached
plaque which is often read (when‘
legible) dedicating the Parx u
Charles Shain because of his de
votion to his home town, has little
significance; it stands in such z
neglected and unsightly spot. Ha {

B

any one of you walked througl |
this place in the last few summers,
or just lately?

Only one or two, if any of you
know much about Charles Shain’s
work through the years. You were
not a resident then or were not
yet born. Why would you be con-
cerned over past accomplishments
and struggles? When this whole
civic-center-project launched,
a bitter battle had to be fought.

We were thena village, comfort-
able and unimaginative. So many
of our retired citizens were fierce-
ly against incurring such a debt
responsibility. Old time friends
of the Shain family thought
Charles was crazy, as the \LI)DI’
to launch such a ])rujul

EOPLE WHO had known him
ﬂ] Mr) life refused to speak to him
or to go into the store where they
bad . always congregated to visit
with each other and with him. But
the proposition carried in the elec-
thon because some of us campaign-
to explain the advan-
town’s future reputa

three blocks.

The commission had stated that
this development would establish
the whole character of our on-
coming growth. But the disgruntled
losers circulated recall - petitions,
so another election had to be held
an the issue of keeping the “im

ractical” commission in office or

Again our group swung into
action to defeat this recall ele-
ment. Again_ they lost, and the
men stayed in office. But bitter-
ness and acrimony stil prevailed,
the were never
erased from (hm!\s mind.

I THINK o recital of Charles
Shain’s subscquent services after
his  Mayorship might well be
enumerated. He was far ahead of
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| 1s muny a nearby town doe

| vould be ashamed of

the Charter Commission. He spent
untold hours on this assignment
He was many years ahead on the
Zoning Commission, the Planning
Board and a long-time chairman
of the Recreation Board which or-
iginated the successful Halloween
project.

It is still followed by those
unselfish people who carry that
ioad. When it came time to build
the City Hall and Library, he
hended that important Committee.

I can not begin to enumerate
the unremunerated hours
voted to making Birming
distinetive city it really is

Almost  every morning of his
life he rode his horse around the
edges of the town to see how
!hmga were going. Wells were dug
because of his urgent recommen.
dations as Planning Chairma

He knew more about the ne
lected  streets, the o diteh
and broken sewers, the unbu
garbage than the Munag
self whom he often helped by

| giving him such information. He

reminded the old timers of Martha
aldwin oster” aunt who in
er time rode around in her sur-
picking up refuse, and litter
rom the streets and pl

n
|and curing for the saplings she
|“oved to plant.

here grew from her determined
fforts many a row of beautiful
naples which have shaded and
rratified our citizens \)uuu-h the
vears. (1 hope we
Jar dity from Jooking bure

0 these times of “progress.
So 1 am sure l arles  Shain

[

overed with filth and Lare of in-
terest. I know when |
them dway  from  that

ARE good citizens, we pay
sur taxes, why can we not spend
he budgeted $5000 for basic im
provement of th. Park? Why must
we delay until another spring
passed and the planting season
has again slipped by. After some
fundamental work has been done—
1 feel there a roups of women
who will swing in behind the fu-
ture developments.

This by-pussed area could be
such a lovely spot! Why do people
from all over the world visit Cran.
brook if not, in part,
beautiful grass, trees and flowers?

We feel fortunate in having
,\h*, Willets as one of our Com-

Ve think the rest of
sustain her because of
her patience and tact in waiting so
long to get things done for her
epartment

e

SHE HAS NEVER asked for
special concessions or considera-
tion, because she was one woman
among six men. It would be a fine
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Here's o hoppy combination designed for summer
comfort, chic fashion and perfect fit. It's the perfect
double-duty ensemble for the diversified activities of
todoy's modern woman. Fashioned by Mynette of
rayon-acetate "Shadow Box”, a rich, woven fabric
that is wrinkle-resistant and washoble. Ball-fringed
white linen trim accent the sundress neckline and the
matching cover-up. Cool summer shades; 12V2-22Y3.
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Val St. Lambrey
Bzccaret
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Classic Beauty in 24-karat gold.
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