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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracys First Line of Defense

We Must Defend Freedom Valiantly

More than three hundred years ago the
great Francis Bacon wrote: “The virtue of
prosperity is temperance; the virtue of
adversity is fortitude; which in morals is
the more heroical virtue.”

A few weeks ago the Vice President of
the United States held a press conference,
directly following the failure of this coun-
try’s first attempt at launching an earth
satellite. Mr. Nixon said: “Sure we failed.
We have before and we will again. But we
need to keep our sense of proportion. We
haven’t overnight lost our scientific know-
how, our ability to get things done. . . .
Let’s get away from our weeping walls and
act like Americans. We've got work to do.
Let’s get on with it like Americans.”

There is a great gulf of time and lan-
guage between these two quotations. But
both of them stem from the same attitude
—the same outlook on life and the de-
mands of life.

Some Americans met the Russian scien-
tific successes in ostrich-style—by trying
to ignore them or by deprecating them.
Some, at the other extreme, reacted with
panic and despair—an all-is-lost attitude.
They showed themselves lacking in “the
virtue of adversity” of which Francis Ba-
con wrote. Or they went to the “weeping
walls” of which Richard Nixon spoke.

BUT THESE PEOPLE were very much
in the minority. The great majority of
Americans fully understand that there is
work to do and we must get on with it.

The problem, then, is how to do it.

Russia has been showing the world
some of the fruits of a harsh materialistic
system. Her achievements — and only a
fool will now try to minimize them—have
been brought about by force. The abilities ,
of people are carefully, efficiently and rig-
orously channeled into whatever avenues
best serve the purposes of the state. The
rewards for success are often very great;
the penalities for failure are often ex-
tremely severe. In any event, the individu-

Grads Confused

The Chicago Daily News says that *. .
we get high school graduates who don't
know democratic capitalism from commu-
nist dictatorship.” That sad observation
was prompted by an astonishing report
from a professor of economics at a well-
known university which specializes in
teacher training. He asked 80 freshmen
who are preparing to become teachers to
define “capitalism”. Almost all of them, he
found, “not only called capitalism a form
of government, but they also thought it an
evil and dangerous form of government.”

One student, for instance, said: “Capi-
talism is more on the dictator type of
government.” Another said: “Capitalism

*is the extreme measures that are taken by

a group, country, or even a single person.
. It can be dangerous if allowed to spread
into the wrong hands.” Another said: “I

small command over his own des-
The state makes the important de-
isions and provides the directions.

Can a free people rival and surpass the
achievements of such a system—and still
keep their freedom, their traditions, and
their national heart and soul?

History tells us that we can. Time and
time again the forces of freedom have de-
feated the forces of tyvranny.

BUT THE EXACT OPPOSITE also has
oceurred. Great civilizations have fallen to
barbarian hordes. This has happened when
those civilizations grew soft and sleek, con-
tented and slack, immersed in luxury and
degenerate in character. It has happened
when faith was lost in principles and in-
stitutions that led to greatness—to be re-
placed by overwhelming cynicism. It has
happened, in sum, when fortitude did not
come out of adversity, when defeatism
prevailed, and citizens turned to the
“weeping walls”.

We do not yet know the extent of the
efforts that will be needed to build and to
maintain the strength necessary for sur-
vival. But we do know that they will be
great, and future events may demonstrate
that they will be greater than anyone real-
izes now. The burden will fall upon all—
on industry, labor, government. Restraint
and wisdom will be needed by all—the
national interest must come ahead of self-
interest. But mno one should look on this
burden with distaste or fear. The times
have brought chillenge and opportunity—
and a people which value freedom and
honor will rise voluntarily and in full will-
ingness to meet the challenge and exploit
the opportunity.

Here another thing that was said many
centuries ago is perfectly in keeping.
Shakespeare put it into the mouth of one
of his characters: “Courage mounteth with
occasion.” The occasion is at hand. We
must now prove our courage.

About Capitalism

am sure there are many places where
capitalism is going on at the present time,
and if this practice should ever become
nation-wide, the country n for a lot of
trouble.” Still another sai ‘Capndllsm
. i3 on the order of communism .
IL would be hard to find more horrible
examples of sheer ignorance combined
semi-literacy. And they came, don’t for-
get, from college students who want to
become teachers and guide the minds of
this country’s most important asset—its
children. Something is indeed wrong with
American education—and it’s something
that can’t be cured by multi-million dollar
school plants, 50,000-seat football stadia,
and curriculums that stress social adjust-
ment, and other such
furbelows.
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ed to be an introduction to nature, |
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Peattie writes with equal charm
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and meadow. Form and function,
sleep and snow, shade and sun,
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in other avenues of study and ac-
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sons turn to nature as @ final an-
swer to their needs.

Peattie is none of these. From
ear youth nature has been his
& ar. He has enriched the fin-

est scholastic training with practi-
cal work and with field observa-
y land

ither and grand
father) he writes with charm, with
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BY ALL M "buy this book
for your “te " who has al-
ready shown some interest in nat-
ural science. And while he is in
school or asleep, be sure to read
it self,

The Rainbaw Book of Nature
by Donald Culross Peattie is pub-
lished by The World l’ublnhm;( Co.

ﬂ From The Eccentric's Point of View...

This current recession has brought forth
many statements from economists as to
both its cause and its probable duration.
Perhaps few of them will agree. How can
they? How can anybody foretell how hu-
man beings will bet on horse races, or
how they will behave at an auction?

It is being rumored that Ike’s first assis-
tant, Sherman Adams, wants to be the
Republican candidate for Vice-President
in 1960. If he should be elected to that

position, he'll find his power and authority
far below his present status. But, we pre-
sume, he'll want his next stop to be the
White House . . . which, wethinks, Heaven
forbid!

Befare the end of the coming June the
nation will have learned whether or not a
strike or strikes have or will occur in the
automobile manufacturing business.
Whether Socialism or Free Enterprise will
be the issue.
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The Items ’Ihnl Make Up

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric—
The Historical Background
the Birmingham Of Today

50 YEARS AGO
March 13, 1908

“Our village is without street
lights and all those :.h:pendmg on
the acetylene plant are ‘in the
dark’. It is rcporl(\l that the com-
pany will not continue to furnish
any more light at all as it is a
big losing investment. The plnnl
is said to have cost $8,500 and i
is said that it can be bought ror
$1,000. Here is a chance for some-
one to speculate.”

“A lady hands in the following:
‘Some (one asks, has unyone the
right ut a street tree without
T conaont of the Village Board?
If not, did this board give permis-
sion 101‘ the cutting of the fine
maple on Pierce street? If anyone |
can cut street trees to show off a
new window, or to keep a few
roots out of a shallow ditch, we
may as well give up our claim to
beauty, our trees”.”

“One of our leading grocery
firms cut a fine cheese last week
that was loaded. The doctor cared

|

30 YEARS AGO
March 15, 1928
“Plans are underway today to
finance a $25,000 Brooks Memorial
fund by residents of Southfield
township who have organized and
plan to erect a monument in mem-
ory of the late Harry J. Brooks
who lost his life in FEK\’UI(Y when
his plane plunged into the  Atlan-
tic ocean.”

“Approximately 1,400 persons of
Birmingham and other cities near-
by dropped their work for more
than an hour last Thursday after-

for seven victims the following |3
.

noon and pald homage to Harry J.
rooks.”

“Although many county roads
are soft because of the frost leav-
ing the ground and the advance of
spring, no serious problems have
been faced so far by the county or
Bloomfield township road commis-
sioners.”

15 YEARS AGO
March 11, 1943

ne of our readers thinks that

he Government ought to treat (il\
chns ke taoih paste tubes:
you buy a can, you should bring in
|an empty.”

“A mysterious voice phoned us
(it sounded like it might have em-
anated from the Princely inn or
the Fox and Dawg) and exclaimed:
‘Do you want to help us sell
bonds?’ ‘Sure’, was the reply. ‘Well
just run an Br(lcle saying that they
are going to ration them and that'il
make everybody rush to buy.
Cihyer

“The
some

Army I\u been lu(ln'
wheeled

15th, the question arises
will resident.
up in the way of individual income taxes
this y

pectations, -
last year,
in personal taxes was turned in.

due to any hike in tax rates.
from bigger earnings,
1957 than in 1956.

aid and comfort to wha \l the
the laboring

With the approach of Tax Day, on April
locally, “What

of Birmingham have to fork

ar ?
The bite, according to government ex-
will be greater than it
when an estimated $16,500,000

wis

That figure, though unofficial, is based

on a breakdown that took into account the
| Federal data on receipts from the State
of Michigan,
income classifications in Birmingham

together with earnings and

LOCAL RESIDE

PROVIDE 0.62

%

percent of the amount collected from in-
dividuals throughout the state.

ear is not
It results
on the average, in

The increase expected this

Prelimi reports set the rise in in-

| come locally in the last fiscal year at 5.1
percent.
April 15th of about $17,100,000.

This means a tax payment by

Nationally, the vield last year from in-

dividual taxes was the biggest in history,

Press Freedom Held ‘Absurb’
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!ON[ THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

around 343 billion. Even more is contem-
plated in the Eisenhower budget for fis-
cal 1959,

IT ESTIMATES THAT personal tax re-
turns would have to reach $92,306,000 in

195%

The odds are, according to the experts,
thut it won't materialize. Business dol-
frums, they point out, are not conducive

to large tax returns.
there is more and more agita-
m the grass roots for a tax cut for

Instead,
tion fr

next vear. Business firms and private
citizens alike are letting Washington know
their views.

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING is that we
need a4 monetary weapon in the form of a
tax reduction to break the back of the
slump and start an upturn.

Until recently, both the Administration
and Congress have been cool to such pro-
posals. Sentiment, in this election year,
is gradually turning, however. The con-
trolling question at present appears to be
its inflationary effect, of which many are
fearful.

In Red China

tte, an official publication, be-
fure coming to the United States in
8. He reports that the Red Chi-
government  controls news
sources completely. Officials can-
not talk to newsmen.

He feels it is merely useless for
| correspondents to try to
10 to Red China because “they will

" .
same thing
Houn

. landlord and
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people outside the party, “itors all know and are tors, he added, ure Communist
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Does your car drink
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gas hke a whal?

Less than 1¢ a

Swhch to the all-time economy champ...
6 with overdrive holds 3 NASCAR

Woodward seente on plain
sight of the passing throng, so it
can't be too secret. Nevertheless,

't go into detail.”
3\1(,

“Trouble with the average
man is that he seldom rises
above the average.”

Economy Records, less than 1¢ a mile for
regular grade gas. Rambler’s easiest to
drive, turn, park, tops in resale value. And
only Rambler gives you the best of both:
American big car room and comfort plus
European small car handling ease and econ-
omy. No wonder Rambler sales are up
66%! Come in today!

BIRMINGHAM NASH, INC.

Make the Switch to

Rambler

Three NASCAR economy records!

<% AMERICAN MOTCRS MEANS MORE FOR AMERICANS

mile for gas!

New Rambler AMERICAN
only Y1789

Payments as low as $9.25 a week
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