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BAA Art Festival a Success

The recently staged fiine-day. Birming-
ham Arts Festival, planined and directed
by the Bloomfield Art Association, (BAA)
proved to be a successful venture. >

Starting “at scratch”, the BAA com-
mittees put together more than 30 various
exhibits, ranging from painting, sculpture,
‘photography, crafts and hobbies, ballet
danci choral -and instr 1 music
groups, and many other expressions of
the creative urges. that exist among peo-
ple. .

Robert Thom, artist, and general c}u@

man of the Festival, and Mrs. Elm
Wollering, who handled a wide variety &
the Festival's organizational make-up,
both have declared themselves satisfied
with the public response to the project.
.o

FINANCIALLY, THE FESTIVAL was
self-supporting, leaving a surplus balance
of $2,000 to aid in preparing next year’s
Featival.

Chairman Thom has declared that this
entire Birmingham-Bloomfield area is far
above the average community in the in-

herent cultural potentialities of its citi-
zens, both as creators and as appreciators
of the arts. |

He points out the fact that the Cran-
brook Academy of Art, plus other assoei-
ated Cranbrook cultural projects, laid the
original foundation for the attraction of
many artistic-inclined residents to this
area.

There is not, of course, any question but
that the development of one’s artistic po-
tentialities, in any form, enlarges one's
life-horizons; it allows one to release in-
ner urges, and also brings pleasure and
happiness to those who merely see and
hear.

P

THE RECENT FESTIVAL was a con-
siderable project. Hundreds of adult men
and women, as well as youth, participated
in’its program. That it will become an an-
nual event will gratify countless thousands
—many of whom come from nearby and
distant communities.

“All the arts are brothers; each one is a
light to the others”, saith Voltaire.

Saving Porcupine Mountain Park

Should Michigan’s beautiful Porcupine
Mountains State Park have a mining com-
pany to operate within its borders? Out-
door lovers say NO! Upper Peninsula cit-
izens want mining tor go ahelld; claim it
will increase U.P. employment and taxable
‘wealth, ¢

1 y:m want your State to retain this
Park without the trespass O_f objectionable
mining operations to disfigure portions of

{ts scenic beauty, contact the Conserva-
tion Dept., at Lansing. -

It may help to prevent harm to the
Park—though Conservation Dept. officials
have admitted that already existing min-
eral rights, held by private citizens who
sold the land to Michigan, may allow op-
eration of mines. Anyway, it\won’t do a
bit of harm to write, wire or telephone
Lansing.

From The Eccentric’s
Point of View . . .

Birmingham continues to rate as a safe

' community insofar as auto traffic acci-

dents are concerned. The National Safety
Council has just awarded the city two c¢i-
tations; one for its thorough and complete
maintenance of accident records, the other
beeause it has had no fatalities during
this year’s first four months. To be sure,
Jocal police may take considerable credit,
together with city officials who “make the
rules of our local roads.”” But both pedes-

‘ trians and motorists, too, are entitled to

some praise. Let’s endeavor to keep our
local records very low in_ accident and
fatality data. .

Walter Reuther and his top UAW lead-
ers have found it necessary to curtail over-

head expenses, just as business does under _

pimilar cireumstances. UAW’s members, |
about a fourth of them, are unemployed,
and so dues are not coming in.

The U.S. submarine Nautilus -has left
Séattle for a 26-day submerged trip to
Panama. Even though it will not “come
up for air” until Panama is reached, it is
expected that lack of open air visibility

"tor Kennedy is pointed out by some (in-’

will not deter the trip’s success. If only
the other military services could see as
clearly above the waves . . . wouldn’t that
be nice?

Considerable controversial discussion
has taken place in high Washington, D. C.,
circles relative to the proposed Senate Bill
to solve some of union labor organizations’
problems. The legislation offered by Sena-

cluding Democratic Senator McClellan and
Labor Secretary Mitchell) as not inclusive
enough to meet the situation’s neéds.
Others argue that, 1958 being an election
vear, Kennedy’s plan is the best that can
be enacted—meaning that Kepnedy and
his supporters don’t want to lose any
labor votes. Well, that's quite normal for
most legislative bodies . . . they refuse to
meet problems” head on. In this attitude,
of course, they are supported by the si-
lence of those of their constituencies who
do want corrective labor legislation on
problems of the day.

‘Want a free color TV set? Ask lke\w
put you on the Federal Communications
Commission—maybe you’ll also receive
free expense-paid trips:from some of the
business enterprises the Commission is
presumed to regulate.

The Birmingham
Eccentric
Published every Thursday, at
Birmingham, Mich.,, in the
- Boeentric Building, 220-234
" North Woodward Avenue
Telephone Mldwest 4-1100

GEORGE R. AVERILL
Editor and Publisher

GEORGE WM. AVERILL
Managing Editor

PAUL NEAL AVERILL
Buginess Manager

F. 8. SYBELDON
Advertising Manager

NATURE NOW
Aty nh NOw

Flora on

Charm Naturalist

South Manitou is the most

which lie off the west coast of our lower peninsula. Together
these land masses make a wide arc which in pre-glacial times

conne¢ted the Leelanau with
ness park.

The islands emerged from pre-
glacilal Lake Algonquin which
formed as the glaciers retreated.
They were again covered by post-
glacial Lake Nipissing. Another
emergence occurred with the grad-
ual rise in the water level due to
tilting in the north; a slow and
continuous movement which may
someday result in yet another re-
storation of the ancient land
bridge.

South Manitou's history goes

back to 1839 when a lighthouse
built.
a refuel-
ing wharf was
completed
where cord
wood cut from
the island forest
was picked up.
By the turn of
the century the
timber| n
heavily lumber-
ed and the is-
land further
ravished by re-
peated forest
fires.

Mrs. Frehse

DURING a recent State botany
club camp out we travelled the
seven miles to South Manitou's
east shore via a coast guard cut-
ter. People living on the one re-
maining farm and the employees
of the coast guard station are the
only human inhabitants. Deserted
lumber camps and reverted farms

¢ of the island’s past.
is a crescent

shaped is a
square miles. It presents a series
of varied habitats which make it
fruitful territory for the exploring
naturalist. The eastern sand an
stony beaches lead to open dunes
dotted with pitchers thistle and
sand cherry. A series of old shore
lines covered  with juniper are
plainly visible behind those dunes.
An unpamed. island lake bordered
by cat tail marshes and sedges
centers the inland plains. Here tall
weeds take over the old meaduws
and sumac-and wild rose crowd the
narrow roa
| R

HARDWOOD forests cover the
enclosed dunes of the higher cen-
tral and western parts of
island. Along the forest isles lacy
fronds of bulbet bladder and maid-
enhair fern make a beautiful back-
ground for the
plants. It was exciting to exper-
ience a second spring, for the flora
is similar to the richest beech-
maple associations of our main-
land with all old favorites at
their peak of bloom.

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

f the |ed

ground - cover |

by Lydia King Frehse

Manitou

southern in a chain of islands

‘Waugoshance point off Wilder-
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SHIRTS

LUXURY
Laundered and

You’'ll say so too, once you see the
way we launder and finish  your
husband's shirt. Ng, ‘wrinkles! No
loose buttons!

For Your Very Next Shirt Laundering
Try Our Deluxe Seérvice . .. Youw'll Be
More Than Pleased That You Did l
«..And So Will _The Man That Wears Them!

Two Convenient Locations:

o WOODWARD at
ADAMS RD.

o W. MAPLE at )
CRANBROOK RD.

CLEANERS

DRIVE-IN

Trillium in_profusion included
the familiar white T. grandiflorum
and| the earl .»erectum.l

Alse present was the less common
T. flexpipes and several varieties
new to these eyes which may
brids between the two latter |
ee n the Leelanau mainland
we saw the always rare ram’s
head lady's slipper and on the is-
land the larger yellow lady’s slip-
per, the striped coral root and the
long-bracted green orchis.

Other rare dune plants were a
red| mnemone (A. multifida) and
the creeping buttercup (Ranunc-
ulug flammula var. reptans).
Among the many mosses on the |
|island is Neckera pennata which
makes a shaggy blanket high on
the trunks of mature trees.

BUT for these eyes the trees
on |the island stole the show. |
Great sugar maples, yellow birches '
and beeches reach up from the
forgst canopy to a height of more
than 125 feet and we measured a
giant American elm with a girth
of five feet one and a half inches.
Other large trees were a sugar
maple measuring 164 inches and
a hemlock, 148 inches.

n the western shore the steep
clay banks which rise to a height
of 480 feet are surmounted by a
large perched dune. On the south-
wesit in a pocket behind the dunes
is gnelo! acre stand of
virgin_Arbor Vitae and hardwood.
Here Paul Thompson, chairman of
the| Botany club’s “big tree proj-
ect’, reported three Arbor Vi
with circumference of 173% in-
ches, 186 inches and 202 inches,
The latter is not only a record
for' Mjchigan but & new national
record as well. A new record for
our’ lower peninsula was the dis-
covery of the holly fern, Poly-
stichum  lonchitis.

ROBERT T. HATT has edited a
study of the land vertabrates of
the islands. The records show an
impoverished fauna due to such
factors as the hazards of crossing
the/ intervening channel, lack of

space, a limited variety of avail-
able foods and the threat of con-
centrated enemy populations. List-

are three species of amphibians,
twa of reptiles, thirty-nine of
nesting birds and ten of mammals.

There is no regular transpor-
tation to South Manitou. Hunting
and camping are not permitted.
| One can hope that the state, which
|has elready acquired most of the
land, will eventually make a wild
life ‘preserve of this interesting
island.

- A detailed study of business activity in
the United States, covering all parts of

" ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

THE SALES TOTAL in the local stores
reached $78,389,000, with most lines of

the country, stamps Bir h as a
Bolid, sturdy market, with family earnings
and expenditures, during the past year
above average. 'ir. .

The figures bearing this out are con-
tained in Sales Management’s annual copy-
righted survey of buying power, just re-
leased.

Net incomes in Birmingham during the
year, after deduction of personal taxes,
came to $71,396,000.

g PR

THIS WAS EQUIVALENT to earnings
per household of $9,394, obtained by divid-
ing total income by total number of house-

holds, It ‘compares favorably with the~

average in other parts of the United
States, $5,921 per household, and with the

. average in the State of Michigan,. $6,406.

Just how good a year it was in Birming-
ham, despite the last quarter slump, is
brought home by the fact that local resi-
dents, with only .0142 percent of the na-

' tional population, accounted for .0239 per-

cent of the national income.
And, with more money available to them

. for spending, they bought freely, making

1957 a top vear for retailers in ceneral.

It ded the 1956
volume of $72,565,000.

Since the "expenditures were higher
than the amount earned by the local pop-
ulation, it is clear that the city was the
shopping hub for a wide area.

Each community is rated in the survey
to show its relative standing as a market,
based on such considerations as number
of people, the amount earned and spent
and the growth outlook.

e

BIRMINGHAM’s RATING, ,called its
“gquality of market index,” is given as 187,
or 87 percent higher than the national
average.

Successful as the year was locally, it
would have been-even more so had not a
feeling of uncertainty developed toward its
close. As elsewhere, a wait-and-see atti-
tude was adopted by the buying public.

People began salting away their money,
adding to the existing backlog of savings.

In Birmingham, Chamber of Commerce
Manager Charles Mortensen told us the
other day, more and more of these savings
seem to be going into cash registeérs.

A tide-turning observation, we all hope.

Happenings

Bits of News Gleaned From

of Long Agoﬁ

Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
June 19, 1908
“J, Roy Blakeslee is the happy
owner of a new auto. When you
hear the biggest chug, chug, chug-
ging -and the loudest toot, toot,
ting, the loudest ever you heard,
that is’ Roy and his auto coming,
clear the track and watch out.”

“Lost! Between William Herbi-
son’s and Birmingham, a heavy

k comb set with amethysts.
Finden will please leave at this
office, and make a school-maam’s
sad heart rejoice.”

30 YEARS AGO
June 21, 1928

“Work is being completed ‘on
the first baseball diamond for the
use of Bloomfield township resi-
dents in the new township park
east of Kensington road. The dia-
mond is expected to be ready with-
in a month.”

“Advertisement—For 8 years 1
ate only baby food, everything else
formed gas. Now, . -
lerika, [ cat everything and enjoy
ife.”

15 YEARS AGO

June 17, 1943
“Who in Birmingham is to pick
the first edible carrot, beet, bean,
pea and potato? Let us know and
this rolumn will rasard

tha fanill

| for posterity. Melon patch location
| Will be kept secret on request.”

“It has been many months since
Service and Sgt. Grant Spring- |
stead knocked off a local “num-|
ber” racket office. It must be that |
the policy operators have now quit |

" ]

selling tickets’in Birmingham.”

|

The first Christmas tree is be-
lieved to be of German origin, dat- |
ing from Boniface, English mis-
sionary to Germany in the eighth
century. Martin Luther is belioved
to have introduced the candle- |
lighted tree.

The population of the United |
States is presently . estimated at
over 172,320,000 by the Census Bu- |
reau, an increase of 14 per cent
since 1950. .

“More people might live to
a ripe old age if they weren't
too busy providing for it!” |

Smart, Dramatic Touch for Today’s Living

(Y .
CASUAL
FURNITURE

AT
EDWARD'S

CHAISE
54.95

For Patio, Porch and
Distinctive, Cdfual Living
by the Swimming Pool!

A COMPLETELY NEW| APPROACH TO

‘
CASUAL FURNITURE. SWEEPING FRESH STYLING
— AND HANDSOME AS ALL OUTDOORS!

Ames Aire features g skillful blend
of magdcal plastic cord and hand-
some tubulpr bronze metal. In
white, green, pink, yellow and tur-
quoise. The soft, resilient cord
i unsurpassed comfort by
rming to the contours of the
body—yet dlways returns to nor-
mal tension on arising!

AI' fitted with handsome

brass ferrules equipped with geTTEE
plastic self-leveling guides.
T

LASTING FINISH
Every place has a remarkably tough finish of Van-
guard enamel.

DURABLE
Super tough finish, amazingly tough plastic cord
and_cavefully engineered construction give long-
lasting trouble-free life.

COLORFAST
Scorching hot rays of sunshine have no effect on
this cool, completely color-fast furniture.

EXCLUSIVE STYLING

There i3 nothing to compare with the fresh de-
p _:&:Qnucnncept of Ames Aire. It is in a class by
itself.

VERSATILITY
Indoors dr out, anywhere around the house is the
place for Ames Aire. AND IT BLENDS WITH
ALMOST ANY CASUAL DECORATIVE MOTIF!

STRAIGHT
CHAIR
OTTOMAN

11.95

26.95

OPEN TILL 9 P.M. THURS., FRI., SAT.

90 Days Same as Cash or Easy Budget Terms

916 N. MAIN, ROYAL OAK

S NI




