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A Free, Respongible and Aggressive Press ' °
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Recently Fred Pew, local real estate
man, addressed an inquiry to the city com-
mission regarding the fundamental reason
why off-street parking areas were devel-
oped, and what segment of the motoring
public the lots .were designed for, essen-
tially. Pew pointed out that, for example,
the Merrill-Pierce-Brown parking lot fails
to provide enough spaces for the short-
period shopping public.

He held that too much of the area was
set up for long perfods of time, from four
hours to all day. These spaces, of course,
for the most part are used by motorists
who work in down-town business concerns.

It will be remembered that these off-
street parking lots were developed and
paid for jointly by certain benefitted busi-
ness property owners, together with the
city itself.

- Off-Street Parking For Sh;)ppers

THE ENTIRE IDEA prompting such
lots concerns itself with making available
parking spaces for the SHOPPING PUB-
LIC. Quite definitely, of course, any other
use of them does not contribute basically
to the convenience of the shoppers, or to
the businesses. |

A conversation with City Manager
Richard, Gare confirmed the fact that the
lots Should always be controlled for the
use of shoppers—but if there be any sur-
plus of spaces, naturally they should be
offered to longer-period parkers.

However, as more and more short-period
shoppers’ spaces may be required, Gare
said the city would transfer the long-time
meters to short-time periods.

Gare stated that the|city police seek to
be aware of parking change needs, and
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that the city also willl wel the sug-
gestions of all citizens on the subject.

_Vern Brown, Faithful Servant

For 30 years Vernon J. Brown, now 84,
was associated with Michigan’'s state gov-
ernment. He was a Representative from
his Mason, Ingham County, district; State
Auditor-General, and Lieut-Governor.

He campaigned for the Republican Gov-
ernorship in 1946, and was defeated in the
primary election by the late Gov. Kim
Sigler. .

Since then, under part of the long re-
gime .of ‘Go¥. Williams, Vern has been a
member of the State Civil Service Com-
mission. He has just resigned from it be-
cause, he says: “the infirmities of age,
failing hearing and sight, cause me to re-
linquish my official duties . . . to relax on
my farm . .. I guess nobody in the Repub-
lican Party in Michigan really wants to
fight any more.”

WE WELL RECALL, back in the
1920’s, when, as a member of the State
House of Representatives, Vern wrote a

series of articles for his weekly news-
paper, The Ingham County News, pub-
lished in Mason. They revealed, construc-
tively critical, some of the State’s troubles
and problems and “political solutions”.

Schuyler L. Marshall, then publisher of
The Clinton County  Republican, at St.
Johns, obtained Vern's consent to circu-
late the articles among other Michigan
weeklies, for publication. The Eccentric
was among them. .

A

THE DIRECT RESULT of those arti-
cles was to attract state-wide attention
to Vern Brown. At once he became a more
influential member of his Party. He pos-
sessed a more than average quantity and
quality of common sense, characteristics
that were to place him among the top
political leaders of Michigan.

Truly, he has been “. . . a good and
faithful (public) servant!”

From The Eccentrie’s
Point of View . . .

Officially, Michigan’s Straits of Mack-
inac Bridge has been dedicated as a high-
way link between the state’s two Penin-
sulas. This long-dreamed-about project
has come to a successful completion. We
trust that its hundred-million dollar bonds
will be paid off by those.who use it—plus
the' annual half million the Legislature
has agreed to put into its treasury. How-
ever, you may be sure that, as time goes
on, pressure groups will be organized to
have the individual costs for using the
bridge decreased ; also, as usual, politicians
will respond to these pressures. Finally,
much, or most, of_the bridge’s remaining
cost will be shouldered on to the state’s
treasury. Such is the history of mapy such
otherwise worthy projects.

President Eisenhower’s chief aide, Sher-
man Adams, is adcused of accepting gifts

from an old friend who has business deal-
ings with Uncle Sam. Adams admits he
“goofed” on this relationship, though he
vigorously avowed “no influence of my
office was used wrongly.” Ike publicly de-
fended Adams, including the statement:
“I need him.” Ike certainly is naive in and
on the subject of practical politics.

NATURE NOW

Under Its

ally contrived adaptations in
must be made by every living
environment, else it could not
set it. b
Recently, while thinning a bor- |
der of violets, your scribe observed
one of the most interesting of na-
ture’s adaptive schemes—the de-
velopment of the cleistogamous |
flower. As I pulled up a stalk of |
the common blue violet (Viola pa-
pilonacea) I found clustered at its
base a circle of greenish buds, some
of which were already developed
into well-filled secd pods. These
are cleistogamous flowers.

on short hori-
stems |
|
When the seed
pod is well
formed, the |
flower stan
lengthens to lift
the seed above
the surface.
When fully ripe
he pods ’split
into three boat-  Mrs. Frehse
shaped  valves,
each centered with a thick rigi
ki which the seeds are at-
teched. Next the thin sides of the
valve contract with such force that
the contents are scattered as far
as nine feet from the parent plant. |
(Thisaccounts for the number of |

So long as labor or have a
monopoly on any type of business, that
business will suffer the abuses of such
monopoly. The end results seldom bring
aboue desired improvements to the work-
ers. Why ? Simply because wage increases
rarely are accompanied by increased work-
er productivity. This is why the cost of
things goes up with the rise in wages. Too
many union leaders‘oppose productivity
by the rank and file members. This does
increase union membership (which gives
the leaders more dues to handle) but it
fails to put more loaves of bread on the
workers’ tables.
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Win. Averill

WE SEE WHERE DETRDIT “MER-
CHANTS and city officials are sgoingi to
try out penny parking meters. We pre-
dict anytest program they try will show
the penny:type meter will be well accepted,
by merchants and shoppers.

What they won't know until much la-
ter is just what it is costing in additional
police enforcement, overtime parking vio-
lations, merchant reaction to “too tough
enforcement”, and deteriorating customer
relations.

PEOPLE LIKE TO SAVE money—

Suburban
Sentiment

SENTENCE-WISE
We bristle at Imperatives;
Questions make us mad;
But how we love Declaratives
Like I'll pick up the tab!
—Dorothy Rockwell McWood

particularly .pennies. Too many shoppers
will underestimate the time it takes to
get back to their cars. The pennies they
tried to save will become part of the dol-
lars they spend to pay their parking vio-
lation tickets—if the parking meter times
are properly enforced.

If there is poor enforcement (for any of
several good reasons), then meters might
as well be removed and free parking sub-
stituted.

Several years ago when Birmingham
first installed its street meters, motorists
use pennies or nickels.

The situation outlined above prevailed:

e e

ENFORCEMENT WAS GOOD, viola-
tion tickets were plentiful, and merchants
hollared because their customers were
turning purple.

Penny meters were outlawed, and the

_ situation improved so much that city of-

ficials here expect to return to penny park-
ing. .

This is not to imply that nickel meters
have solved the problem. It only is keep-
ing it to n‘minimunL

violet plants you may |
find scattered throughout your |
lawn.)

THESE UNUSUAL cleistoga-
mous flowers never i
buds. They remain hidden under
the plant’s leaves, are never seen
by the casual observer and are
self-fertilized. |

Their pollination does mot de. |
pend upon the action of the wind |
or the uncertain visit of an insect
They lie safely concoaled from the
vagrant hand, the scorching sun,
the beating rain.

Cleistogamous flowers appear on-
ly on certain species of stemless
violets. When these are present
the commonly observed flowers ars
usually sterile. |

open their |

MUCH of the charm of these
latter blooms lies in their irregu-
lar structure. The lowest of the

Violet Hides Seeds

1 to
Cleistogamous flowers are borne

the vielet family.
| ire low-growing herbaceous plants

lolet
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Leaves

Among nature’s most fascinating studies are its individu-‘

structure and habit. These
thing in its adjustment to its
survive the threats which be-

five petals extends backward to
form & spur of varying length into
wwhich the five nectar-bearing sta-
mens project to discharge their
sweet bait. The other four petals
are arranged in two unlike pair:
The petals of the middle one o
pose the central pistil and are us-
ually bearded to catch the*pollen
carried the visiting bee.
Violets vary in color from white
low through many hues of

ing towa

tive organs thereby giving direc-

tions to the pollinating insec
There ar 8

About 80 of these

of temperate North America. The
remainder are tropical, some of
which are shrubs and forest trees.

VIOLETS hybridize so fmgly}
tha entification is a life

You will find

many bargaine in

POTTE

Moving & Storage Co.

lets and the beautiful V
sis with its purple buds which open
into pale lavender or white flowers.
BY ID NTING the cleistoga-
mous flower Nature has insured
the functioning of her primal in-
stinet, the continuation of the spe-
ies. Her thirst for variety is sec-
v but it is as insatiable a:
the myriads of life forms with
which she has populated our teem-
ing earth.
(Not

onda

the cultivated African vi-
gether with its cousin the
gloxinia are not violets but be-
long to the tropical family Gesner-
iceae.

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO \
July 3, 1908
“The Farmington Enterprise |
says Grover Cleveland is “the on-
l{, president who ever went back to
the white house the second time.”
Either Calvin Goss or the other|
historians are in error.””
P
“An exchange says: It may not
be generally known among the pa-
trons of the telephone companies
on rural lines that it is a crime to
divulge any conversation overheard
on the lines which is intended only |
for the parties talking. It hasso|
been decided by the supreme court |
of the state of New York. So if |
you should happen to hear any-
mi;\g you'd better keep it to your-
self.”

30 YEARS

July 5, 19
“The ordinance governing ped-
dlers in Birmingham was amended
%o exclude persons who sell goods
manufactured out of the state and
delivered direct from the factory
when the village commission met
Monday.”

AGO

e

“This is the season for strange
autos passing through Birming-
ham. One may see anything from
a house on wheels to a moveable
signboard and all are housing tour-
ists.”

15 YEARS AGQ
July 1, 1943

“Right across from our office, a
certain lady whacked a parked car
while backing out of & parking
space on North Woodward, doing
a neat job of denting up a fender
on same. Then she quickly drove
away thinking that would be the
easiest way out of her predica-
ment, but it probably will not

jotted down her license number
and fastened it to the steering
wheel of the damaged car.

WHY 7

Did Sailors
Call for Grog?

In early colonization days Gov-
ernor Rogers of Granada, B.W.L,
died suddenly and had to be sent
home for burial.

Island authorities, lacking re-
frigeration and fearing supersti-
tious scamen would rebel at sail-
ing with a body aboard, sccretly
stowed the body in a hogshead of
rum amid similar cargo. They iden-
tified the cask for British offi
with the letters G.R.0.G for “Gov-
ernor Rogers of Granada.”

Broaching cargo, thirsty seamen
tapped the contents of that hogs-
head, liked it, and ever after de-
manded liquor rations not in rum

be, | but GROG.

because # bystander thoughtfully

(Copyright 1956, John Emery Ent.)
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Tealer vay

GET IT HOT ... GET A LOT every time. A new electric water heater
provides plenty of hot, hotwater for showers and all the family’s needs.
Detroit Edison has a new Super Supply Plan which makes heaters even

more efficient and economical.

Here's the convenient, mpdern way to| GET IT HOT ... GET A LOT

for an operating cost as loy

as $3.88 pej

month,

Only electric water heaters give you 4l these important advantages:

¥
Efficient—the heat goes into the x]
water

Install anywhere—need nqt be
near a chimney

Long life—meet Edison’s rigid
standards

Automatic—all the time

:

See your plumber or appliance dealer 1D E:

—

.éstt—new, more efficient heating
its .
ter shell—cool to the touch all
er

Edison maintains electrical parts
thout charge

fe—clean—quiet—modern |
2

rROIT EDISON

_SERVES SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN




