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F ebruary

The name “Fepruary” comes from the
Latin verb, “Februare”, which means to
purify. The Romans formerly held a fes-
tival at which a goat was sacrificed. after
which the priests struck the hands of
women with a strip of the skin of a goat,
which was supposed t6 insure fertility and
a safe delivery.

In United States history ]"\Iml.nx
notable as a month of birthda

saries. The foremost birthday :

of the month is that of George W, ..\hmg
ton, the founder of the country, whose
reputation has grown by leaps and bounds
in recent years. It is also the month in
which the birthday anniversary of Abra-
ham Lincoln fulls. Washington's birthday
comes on Februar, and Lincoln’s on
February 12.

OTHER BHHHIL\\\ of interest in-
clude those of Charles Dickens, who was
born February 7, 1812 ut L. ndport, Eng-
land. The anniversary of the chartering of
the Boy Scouts of America falls on Feb-
ruary 8. The chartering took
February 8, 1910

The birthday anniversary of William
Henry Harrison, ninth president of the

place on

Quite A Month!

United States, comes on February Har-
rison was born in . Virginia
on February 9, 1773,

An often-forgotten annivel
of the Spanish peace treaty, the signing
of which, by the pu\nient occurred on
February 10, 1899. By that treaty Spain
ceded to the United States the Philippine

v i that

um in the Pu-
ci, in the
. In consideration of & payvment of

win also agreed to with-

from Cubu.

INE'S Day s on Febru-
Jefferson Davis was inaugurated
as President of the Confederacy on Feb-
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ary

ruary 18, 1861, The \\u\hmyu'n \lm\\1~
ment was dedicated on February 21, 188!
Henry Wadsworth [,unpn»llmv, one of
the most popular Ameriean poets of the
nineteenth century, was born February
E 1807, in Portland, Maine.
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“Learnin’ Students to Learn”

The NATIONAL HOG FARMER, pub-
lished in the interests of the Swine In-

dustry, sa; Predict The Hog Market
... Win A New Tractor.”
A good illustration of the Enterprise

System. Prizes! Incentives! Better hogs
and more of them.

All over this country, from county fairs
to international stock shows, prizes
given for the best hogs, steers
pumpkins and pies.

And not only for grown-ups, but for the
boys and girls in the 4-H Clubs and the
Future Farmers of America. And what
fine boys and girls they are! No juvenile
delinquents allowed!

are
sheep,

THERE IS SOMETHING about trying

to grow a prize hog or champion steer that
nakes better boys and girls, and better
men and women.

We all ugree on that, but what stumps
us is why we don’t offer incentives and
rewards in every school in the land, to the
hest students in mathematics, American
history, science, Constitutional govern-
ment and all the other subjects that pro-
duce good citizens.

Why should the big cheers in school life

0 to the 200-pound tackle, and the 6-foot,
G-inch basketball star?
Why should any boy be free to sk

aigebra and take “coeducational cooking

As nliﬂinpuhhml Br
D. W. Brogan, “This does :
both to the bright .~lu‘.cr.l and the

Educational TV Expanding Fast

A recent tabulation shows that 20,000,-
000 can now take advantage of education-
al television programs in the United
States. This is the largest educational TV
audience potential since the advent of
television after World War II.

Educational television has grown Ju\\]:
since its birth six vears ago. At ths
over 250 TV channels were set e |
the Federal Communications Commission
for educational television. Only recentl
however, has educational television really
begun to catch on.

In fact, Ralph Steetle, executive direc-
tor of the Council of Liducational Televi-
sion, says that the recent rate of expan-

sion in educational television is “truly
phenomenal.’

THERE ARE, currently, 29 educational
TV stations on the air and several others
will begin broadeasting in the next few
months. By the end of the vear it is esti-
ted that at least 50 edueational stations
I be in operation.

In time, all of these educational televi-
sion channels will be utilized and we hope
that

advocates of pay-television will not

succeed in gaining ace
wnnels which

educs

3 to any of these
reserved for

have been

fonal purposes.

H From The Eccentric's

Plans to reduce Michigag's lack of
money by deferring payment %r the liquor
it buys and sells, thus making it possible
to dispose of paid stocks, is a dreamy fi-
nancial gesture. The idea, in lesser si
often has been done for years but nnl\
by reducing an inventory. But vou never
can tell what a politician will do when he
tries to raise his spirits.

Our U.S. State Dept. announces that we
will embark upon a program of cultural
exchange with Russia. Each nation will
exchange musicians, artists, athletes, stu-
dents . . . which may prove to have some
practical value in getting each nation to
know each other some better. The Soviets,
however, won't exchange newspapers and

| Ticklers

Point of View...

news broadeast
too,

5. This is understandable,
Truth always finds barriers.

President Eisenhower has requested
Congress to provide a billion dollars, over
the next four years, with which to help
10,000 of our youth to gain education each
‘ear to become scientists and engineers.
The billion is to be matched by 600 mil-
lions by the states. (Of course, the billion
also will come from the states.) Ike points
out that Russia’s military threat requires
this educational program for our youth.
We dont begrudge the billion—after all,
it'’s a better buy than most of the pork
barrel “rivers & harbors” program so dear
to votes of members of Congress. But
there’s ultimate danger to education when
the feder: ;:U\emmcnt subsidizes it.

- By George
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“‘Won't the little woman be surprised!"

| OUR CRAZY-QUILT INCOME TAX LAW
| - " s
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Special

by Lydia King Frehse

I Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Winter Buds Hold

Promise o

[ Spring

Trees and shrubs do not suddenly burst into flower with

1gr of spring. What ]
eady covered with

the co

son's growth. However,
wre being processed. At
Hl.nn 1 wu hu wl and need very
i mer when its
3 T i vlm

build, f;
nter

inst the winter's. cold
buds may be either

wing in var-
positions on
side of the

they

i
Because
are small,
tel

most part
if you examine
the lidac bush
moyour lawn
rahickory
t the

Mrs. Frehse

observed.
interest-
colors

v
and markin
in my
February the
i with

half
d

a spoon

an inch |u) r.
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wering dogweod so much
admired for its snowy May-time
bloom, has a bud like a  shoe-

first they

land pointed and composed of two

s for tree
T

ooks like a barren growth in
the promise of new life. This

ion for next year's growth is called a winter bud.
cery plant needs the major part of

its food supply for
ame time the winter.
¢ not much larger
Jittle nourishment.

at the

button. It is made of four segments
lued 1 er at the cdges and
curving into a little peak. hnnml
of rupturing the outer sca as |
do most buds in spring um('. its

s with the running sap
arates neatly into four so-
ue flowers are |
ter, a small in-

uster

eral buds,
. are slender

icuous green
he dogrwood's
which hold the Ie

open they look
with the new
sticking out like a tongue.
THE HORSE CHESTNUT is an
mple of a tree which bears
only terminal buds. These are un-
When the scales open
an overlapping group

ordian pleated leaves en
a miniature flower cluster like
y white caulifiower. The whole
‘ked in what loaks like cotton
¢ made up of moist hairs
keep the bud from drying out
ir winter, ‘

of
ing

more (hrm

fif
Most are smooth. A few like lhe

s poplar_are covered with
1 ha Most fall to the ground when
the bud is fully opened. Witness

the shower of red maple scales
(along with the discarded male
blossoms) on the sidewalk in early |
spring. |

Winter !nn!» and the accompany- |
ing leaf scars which are located
Just below Hn-m form the basis

identification in wint,

time (hnr:u\-nuu\ |

Happenings of Long Ago |

Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric—

The ftems That Make Up
the Birming

The Historical Blrkzruund
ham Of Today.

in-
|

lru(‘). N
anklin po . Postmasters
Hanna and Bingham may well feel |
pr f the result, as Parsell's
ort places th at the |
d of their clas ‘{

“Did you notice the fine condi- |
tion of the road between here and |
X season?

rate

soon be a thing of the past. No
Charles A Brmn was .xm)omb

[ Cownship, and iE good judgment
made and kept the road perfect in
every resp it is a possible |
thing, the services of Brush ~huuh|‘
|be retained, as he is talented for

| this work.”

“Friday was for sure a Blizzard
day. Out of five rural route mail |
carriers from our postoffice, only
one made the complete round, and |
he was very late and about all in |
when he returned. Wednesday was
nearly as bad;
|all cay, and at n
sleet, With a . made

a day long to be remembered and
effectually killed all business.”

30 \'E.\RR

always for north bound Woodward
avenue traffic. The city manager
said he will make a study of the
,.mpmed experiment and take ac-
tion

Many | 12ke

February P

“Commissioner .
su;.;,'ei(«l that the h;,ht at Luu.uln “Long an institution in Bir.
nd Woodward avenue be green |mingham ‘“charge accounts” at

“Whether Birmingham will be
restrained from proceeding with
the construction ur the municipal
building. will be decided in Circuit
Court, Pontiac, this week accord-
ing to Clare H. Ogden, village at.
torney, who will defend the village
st an injunction by four res-
idents.”

“Persons who wish to construct
bill boards in Bloomfield Hills vil-
lage in the future will have to ob-
the permission of the commis-
sion before proceeding, it was de-
ded this week when the board
passed an ordinance to this effect.”

15 YEARS AGO
February 4, 1943
“For the first
years, gardening gets a top_posi
on’ Page one of The Ec
The reason is apparent. This
i3 % war year and people are urged
|to grow as much of their own food
as ‘possible and {0 parti pate in
home canning and preserving to
relieve the shortage of factory
|canned foods.”

“Out-of-doors activity in Bir.
mingham came to a standstill
Wednesday morning from 10 to
|10:15 a.m. when the Metropolitan
|district’s first daytime alert was

d."

gasoline stations are now “out.”
Undér a Feb. 1 ruling of the OPA
service stations may no longer
give credit on purchases of petro-
leum products.

A bit of India has just blossomed in
Birmingham.

An ]mli.m lil\—u 1m]|\ found along
as opened
mzls- 36-inch d.xrk purplv blossom in

the living room of the Eugene Allen fam-
ily, 459 Townsend.

“But now that the bloom has opened,
we've got to move the plant to the breeze-
someplace. The flower stinks!”
Allen declared.

Literally stinks?

emphasized Allen. “Closest
I can come to a description is to sav it
smells like a backed-up sewe

THE PLANT ITS has grown to a
height of 83 inches—un inch shy of seven
feet. All this has happened since Dec. 28.
Allen brought the bulb up from the cool
basement, put the bulb into a half bushel
basket of dry sand.

“Five days later, the plant was up a
quarter of an inch,” Allen explained.

It grew an inch g day,
< inches, and ninc‘inches on two succes-
days. Then growth tapered off to six,
then to 3 to 4 inches daily.

then twao inches,

ALLEN LIKES TO GROW plants, got
this from a friend at the GM tech center
where both work, Allen as a tool and die
maker. (Last year he retived after 28
vears as a volunteer with the Birmingham
fire department.)

In a few duys, the honeyvsuckle-shaped
bloom will drop off, and the plant will be-
come dormant. Along about Decoration
Day, Allen will transplant the lily in his
garden.

The plant has a straight dark green
stalk with light s
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'ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

“It also is called the snake plant, and
vou might think the stalk looked like a
snake if you saw it flat on the ground,”
the plant's owner said.

But oh, Dear, the O-dor!

“Did you have a nice time at the par-
ty?"” the little boy was asked upon his
return home,

“I never had such a lousy time,” he
answered. “There was an old lady there
who didn’t do anything but try to re-
store order.”!

o

Got a charge out of my latest copy of
“Calling Your'Way”, the little 4-page leaf-
let Michigan Bell Telephone sent you and
me with our January bills.

The page one article was entitled “An
Unfuir Tax".

It started off with this strongly worded
sentence:

“Now that Congress is in session, it
seems appropriate to cite the continued
levy of the (Ihcnmmatorv Federal excise
tax on telephone service.”

THEN IT WOUND UP four pa:
later in quite different tone:

“At such time as Congress feels| that it
can reduce or eliminate any taxes, we sug-
gest that the telephone excise tax-should
be the first to go.”

Reminds me of the old preacher who
bowed slightly every time he mentioned
the devil in a Sunday sermon. Finally the
chief elder asked the person why he made
this motion.

“Well,” replied the minister. “I don’t
really know which way I'll be going when
I die, and it's a good irea to keep on good
terms with everybody .. ."
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A COMPLETE PRINTING SERVICE—FROM TYPESETTING TO MAILNG

Hot water helps housewives h k.
MORE HOT WATER WITH EDISON’S NEW
ELECTRIC WATER HEATING SERVICE

Only electric water heaters give you all these important advantages.

® Efficient—the heat goes into the hhl
® Install anywhere—need not be near a dlimy

® Long life—meets rigid Edison standards

® Fast—new, more efficient heating elements

® Automatic—hot water always on tap

5 Outer shell—cool to the touch all over

® Safe—clean—quiet—modern

@ Edison maintains electrical parts without charge

Al this adds up to the best water heating service ever provided in Southeastern Michigan

Ask your plumber or appliance deal

« - DETROIT EDISON




