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- Lone Pine Landmark
N Withstands the Years

By VIRGINTA COLE

“Listen, Duane Pequignot and John VanderVeen,

While we turn back the pages of your log cabin scene . . .

Imagine vourselves brothers among the 13 children of Mr.
and Mrs. William Craig, the pioneer couple which built your
cabin than @ hundred yvears ago.

You would have lived in the one-room dwelling—the 16 by
22.foot room which is now your living room—and you would
have worn clothes made by vour mother from yarn she had
spun herself. And vou would have slept in the loft and awak-
ened to find your home-spun covers bearing a light blanket
mornings.
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y her would insist you leave
to make your own living. Thus the
family became separated, some
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THE PERSON who can furnish
these and many other fascinating
stories about the log cabin on Lone
Pine road, between Franklin and
Wing Lake roads, is 73-year-old
Mrs. Bessie M. Bogardus of Pon-
tiac. She and a brother are the

nly remaining grandchildren of
‘lr and Mrs. Craig.

rared at

TREMBLING, she turned to get
it for them. Then she looked up
and saw, peering through the win-
dow, two Indians who had come
her. They promptly §
« men away and

her friends

William and Sarah Craig (top left and right) were the
Bloomfield township pioneer couple who built Lone Pine
road’s log cabin landmark more than 100 years ago. Mrs.
Bes M. ardus (lower right). r-old Pontiac

Craig came to America from
Dublin, Ireland, and claimed the
property as a land grant. He then
went to Boston where he met and

protector
o had

: N ; g
is one of two surviving grandchildren of Mr. and B ot i e el A
. Craig. Mrs. Bogardus' mother. Mrs. Andrew Qu A e v A A
Cower left) was one of the 13 Craig children born and While  Mrs. Andrew Quick, mother of
raised in the one-room cabin. Mrs. Bogardus, was one of the 13
children, including two sets of
twins, raised by Sara and Will

Craig in the log cabin, She w:

n 1861, the year of Lincoln
, and died at the age of
1.

WHEN

MRS, QUICK was 12
she work for the George
1 Mitchell Tamily in Birmingham.
Mitchell then ran a store where
Shain's drug store now stands.
Later, in 1878, he and Almeron A.
Whitehead purchased a printing
press, installed it in the rear of
their ‘store and began printing the
local newspaper which is now The
Birmingham Eccentric.

Georgo R. Averill, present owner
of The entric, purchased tl
paper Feb. 14, 1920, from Mitchell

The Mitchells were very kind to
this young girl and more or less
reared her as their own until her

SR

WILLIAM CRA died, his chil-
dren kad gone their separate ways
and Mrs. Craig moved to Pontis
where she married again and lived
out her years. The cabin and land
became @ part of the Pope estate
and for many years stood boarded
up until, during the depression, it
was_rented by Mr. and Mrs. Lea
F. Brown. too, have a son,
now 26, who was born in the cab.
in's small living room. The Browns
now live on Elizabeth Lake road
near Pontiac.

Four years ago the cabin an
of

ane Pequignot and John Vander-
e rom the Pope estate. Pur-
chase agreement was granted only
after the men's solemn promise to
perserve the cabin always in its
original state. This they have done
and reverently intend to continue
to do.

THE (YRIfI\ AL CABIN stands
today exact as it was built.
Around 1900 pine panelling was
added to the interior. Through the
years this has mellowed to a warm
shade of brown and serves as ex-
cellent insulation.

During the 1930's a back porch
was added. This extends fully
ross the back of the cabin and
has since been enclosed and divid-
ed into two rooms, the kitchen and
a bedroom.

winter mornings to find their covers blank-
eted with snow.

This ladder leads to the In!’l where the 13
children of William and Sarah Craig slept.
Many times the youngsters awoke on cris

The log cabin’s present owners
have added a spacious canopied
patio at the back. This makes the
cabin, in modern functional terms,
completely adequate for entertain-
ing, from the large stone fireplace
in the living room to the patio in
the rear.

SINCE THEY have lived there
Duane and John have once accom-
modated a friend for her wedding
before the fireplace, with some 50
guests attending, and another time
held a reception for more than
300 by using cabin, yard and patio.

Mellowed by years the little cab-
in now stands, symbolic of an era
not labared with missiles and satel-
lites, but rather exudes an air of
peaco and serenity and wears its
frills of modern furnishings with
dignified grace, much as a little

old lady might top her time-fur-
rowed brow with a modemn Easter
bonnet.

cabin, sold four years ago to the two busi-
nessmen who are now its occupants.

This closeup from what is now the kitchen
shows the original log structure of the Craig

y Bloomfield Log Cabin

Take a crisp, clear night, plenty of moonlight and a mod-
erate amount of snow, then drop a century-old log cabin

into the scene and you come up with a startlingly beauti-
ful picture seemingly out of the pages of history.

ccentric photos by Les Line

Duane Piquignot (left) and John Van-
derVeen, bachelor businessmen who are the
leg cabin’s present owners, examine the per-

cussion muzzle-loader which hangs over the
fireplace of the Lone Pine road landmark.

Except for modern furnishings, the log cabin has chang-
ed little since it was built by the Craigs more than 100
years ago. Until the 1930’s, this,one 16 by 22-foot room,

now the living room, was the entire home. Since then a
porch and patio have been added.




