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‘\ Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

How U. S. Supreme Court Operates

The winds of controversy have blown
around the Supreme Court on a good many
oceasions since this government was es-
tablished—the Dred Scott decision, which
almost literally tore the country in two,
being perhaps the outstanding example.
The controversy has been intense again
in the last year, as all readers of the news
know. The decisions in cases affecting
communists and others have stirred up
great debates and high passions on either
side.

A revealing article on the Court has ap-
peared in the New York Times Magazine,
written by Anthony Lewis of the Times’
‘Washington bureau. He does not deal with
the merits or demerits of the controver-
sial decisions. His purpose is to help ex-
plain the mechanics of the Court's oper-
ation—for, as he says . the public has
very little idea how the Supreme Court
makes up its mind.”

‘THE FIRST STEP is for the justices to
decide whether to accept or to refuse a
case. Some 1,500 petitions are filed with
the Court each term—only a small per-
centage are heard. A great many are friv-
olous and can be at once dismissed. But
in other instances there is wide disagree-
ment among the members. It takes the
votes of four justices to bring a case up
for review and, when that is done, the
Clerk sets a later date for oral argument.

Then the litigants in the case submit
briefs and records. These may total thou-
sands of pages. As Justice Jackson once
said, no justice can go through more than
a fraction of this matter. It is up to each
justice to decide how much and what he
will read, and how he will reach an opinion.
Here reporter Lewis makes an important
observation: “. .. the way a justice of the
Supreme Court reacts to a case depends,
inevitably, to a large degree on the view
of life and society that he has built up in
a lifetime.” One man, for instance, may
abhor wire-tapping under any circum-

stance; another may see a need for it in
certain instances.

The next step is to hear the oral argu-
ments of the opposing attorn These
are restricted to an hour or less for each
side, but they are enormously important.
Justice Harlan has said that they may
ake the difference between winning and
losing, no matter how good the briefs
are.” Then the justices discuss the cases
in conference and a vote is taken. Finally,
the writing of opinions is assigned to spe-
cific justices. Individual justices can, and
frequently do, wrte addi 1l opinions to
express their own particular views.

IT IS THE SOURCES of these opinions
that make the Supreme Court so different
from other and lower courts—and which,
no doubt, cause many a confusion in the
minds of laymen. Mr. Lewis goes into
this matter in detail. The decisions quote
legal precedents, but they are not restrict-
ed to them. As Mr. Lewis putsit: “.. . a
Supreme Court opinign may quote Proq-
dents as well as judges, Senators as well
as statutes. It may find in the history of
Greece aids to the temporary resolution of
the eternal struggle between freedom and
order. It may derive lessons from the
lengthy battle to establish legal guaran-
tees in Great Britain. It may give weight
to the views of economists, or the scholar-
ly analyses in law reviews.”

What it all amounts to is that the jus- |
tices are individuals of widely varying
backgrounds and attitudes, placed in posi-
tions of almost unlimited legal authority.
Hence the differences—and hence the con-
troversies and passions.

These facts certainly emphatically
prove that when a U.S. President fills a
U.S. Supreme Court vacancy, he ought to
consider this as the most important single
kind of appointment he may make during
his administration . . . and he most assur-
edly ought to weigh a potential appointee |
on the scales of something other than
mere politics!

Who Will Win Weather Control?

One of the wars which is now underway
between the United States and the Soviet
Union, is the war to control the weather.
The actual fighting cannot be said to have
broken out but it is known that weather
scientists in each country are hoping to
unravel the secrets about the weather first
—and control it first.

Two main avenues of approach are
known, and there may be many others. One
of the forms of human control might come
in the control of evaporation. If evapora-
tion could be controlled, then the amount
of precipitation could be controlled.

The nation which controls precipitation,
or which can deny it to the other, holds a
powerful trump card in any prolonged con-
flict.

e

ANOTHER APPROACH concerns the
storage of heat. There are reports that
Soviet scientists have made some progress

toward the storage of heat from the sun
in particles particularly receptive to sun-
light and heat. The theory is tHat these
particles would be scattered in the polar
regions and gradually melt the ice cap.

This would result in new seacoast lines,
the inundation of some port cities, and the
moving of the vegetation line northward—
if carried out successfully on a large space
for a period of time.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS might also af-
ect the weather, according to some experts.

Thus there are several approaches to
the problem, and scientists of the leading
countries are undoubtedly engaged in
something of a race to control the weather.
But, so far, and this is rather remarkable,
Mother Nature still keeps most of the se-
crets locked tightly in her breast, despite
the remarkable progress and many discov-
eries in other fields.
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I From The Eccentric's Point of View...

Seems to us that leaders in today’s in-
dustrial and financial worlds have as much
responsibility for defending the American
free, competitive enterprise system as they
have to make and sell their products, or
to handle the nation's money problems.
‘When men like Walter P. Reuther bring
forth Socialistic programs, defenders of
economic and political freedom ought to
rise up and, with patriotic vigor, make
known their opposition. Most Americans
want to support honest, workable, social,
political and economic policies. But most
Americans want freedom’s voices to be

heard, so they may learn in order to weigh
the relative opposing philosophies.

“This is the year of the wave” declares
hairdressers and cosmotologists. Nothing
new about that . . . isn’t there a song
about “. . . the land of the see and the
home of the wave”?

Soviet Russia’s efforts to increase the
agricultural crop of that nation continue
to fall far below desires. Russia may be
able to put Sputniks into orbit . . . but
apparently it cannot dictate terms to
Mother Nature.
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Happenings of Long Ago

f the Birmingham Of Today.

0ld Files Of The Eccentric—
The Historical Background
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“A team belonging to a local
resident created some excitement
at New Hudson by running away
twice in one day and each time
landing in a window
|
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was indefinitely postponed on ac-
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chase."
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“The prevailing and engros ing
topic of the day for the past
week has been “The Old F- shioned
Winter.” All the prophet-. who pre-
dicted an open winte , judging
from the goo on(, etc., Are
wholly diseredited. Pe ple shiver-
ing about, with the thermometer
flirting with the tem) erature all
the way down from zers to 20 be-
low, know better.”
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“Harry Brooks, of Birmingham,
chief test pilot for the Ford Mo~
tor Co., ‘of Detroit, broke the
world's record for non-stop flights
in a plane of less than 40 horse.
power when he flew from the Ford

|uirport_to Titusville, Fla., a dis-
| tance of aporoximately 1,000 miles,
this week.”

“Bloomfield township as the re-
|sult of action taken by the Oak-
[lnn«l county board of supervisors,
when they approved the legality
,uf ant exation petitions, will prob-
ubly “ose 2,200 acres of valuable
|territ vy when the general elee-
|tions are held in April.”

\R\ AGO

15 Y
February 18, 1943
“An unapproved pup which

turned into one of the nation's
finest show dogs is back at his
kennel near Birmingham after
sweeping everything in his_breed
at the famous Westminster Kennel
club show at New York last week.
The dog is a boxer.”

“This Wanderer hopes you will
forgive him for devoting space
to such a trite subject as the
weather, a good deal has been said
and written about it during the
"pu\z mnm years, but honestly,
ever seen such duu{om.

wndmous

“Whenever it starts to rain hard
and flood, we note that the fire
department asks police to watch
the Grand Trunk underpass. If
the water should start to rise fast
there, the fire department will send
a truck to the other side and leave
it parked there to answer any
calls which might originate on the
other side of the tracks.”

Smile-A-Minute

She—When you married
you used to call me a little de-r'
l!e—Perh&ps I did, darling, but

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Until late last vear,
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Oakland county come summer of
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be as definite as all that.
Reason is the present
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township residents are reacting to it.
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it was a foregone

1958.
Now there is growing doubt that it will

Southfield
themselves
v/ But opposition from the north-
ernmost four square miles was just strong
enough to cause the two charter votes to

limit
the northerners voted their
This meant that
the remaining 26 square miles of South-
field wouldghave to finance itself without
properties,
which, it is estimated, comprise about one-
quarter of the valuation of the township.

Losing such a rich prize, together with
the jittery feconomic mood of the Detroit
s causing Southfielders
to think twice now about how they should
vote come April 21, their charter election

to wonder if maybe
s a township for
would mean low-
It would
the
township tax revenue from the new West-

do not separate entirely as cities

warned
for

Dogz owners must

do. Villages remain part of townships.
Village government only permits addition-
al municipal services to be provided above
and beyvond what the township government
feels it can provide generally.

If Westwood, for instance, felt it wanted
an extra policeman or fireman or two, it
could do so through a village tax. A sim-
itarly populated township area would have
to wait until its township board agreed to
same.

It's still much too risky to accurately
or reasonably estimate this political man-
euvering in Southfield township and West-
wood village. However, if it appears to
Westwood residents that they still are un-
duly being taken advantage of, they could
wret out their township tax plight by incor-
porating as a city and withdrawing from
Southfield township completely.

THE APRIL 21 SOUTHFIELD charter
vote will settle the matter if the city char-
ter is adopted.
turned down, the next move could
wood’s.

In any event, Southfield would have to
make up its mind by the middle of Sep-
tember 19 The two-year time limit on
its second incorporation movement runs
out then.

And it is almost a certainty that at that
time, there would be on file with the county
clerk one or more petitions for splinter
village or city governments.

This is what happened last time, and
Westwood village was born.

Many people who won't be voting in that
April 21 election will be very interested in
the outcome.
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Classified Ads bring results!
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—because it's America’s all-time
economy champ. Rambler 6 with
overdrive holds three official
NASCAR Economy Records, less
than a penny a mile for gasoline.
Rambler has smart new styling,

666 5. Woodward, Birmingham

since then you've developed into &
big expense!

Switeh to Rembler

Record Penny-a-Mile Economy

Only Rambler's sales are up 817

highest resale. Only Rambler gives
you the best of both: American big
car room and comfort, plus European
small car handling ease and economy.

AMERICAN MOTORS =%y MEANS MORE FOR AMERICANS

BIRMINGHAM NASH, INC.

New Rambler AMERICAN
ONLY
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