The Americans

By Daniel J. Boorstin, 374 pp.
New York, Random House.

Reviewed by
FREDERICK G. BAHR

Dr. Boorstin, Professor of Amer-
jcan History at the University of
Chicago, has written a very impor-
tant reinterpretation of pre-Revo-
lution American history. He pre-
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Teadtng habits, law and. medicin
education and politics, all are cov-
ered and fitted into Dr. Boorstin’s
theme.
That this is u\ important contri-
bn&lnn American thought there

n be no doubt. There are some
difficulties, however, for the aver.
k. of necessity,

age reader. The
presupposes some general knowl-
of early American history.

Your reviewer, with a minor in that
subjecl., Lound his knowledge
't not mauch more,

Moreover the style is not relaxed
and flowing. The k must be read
and understood, not skimmed. Dr.
Boorstin forages pedantry and ob-
scure words but uses the everyday
lnnzunxe with mch economy and
precision. that. each sentence ex-
presses an exact thought. While
Dr. Boorstin has not wrllun a
textbook, he has written in
to provoke thought.
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Americans” is not relaxing reading
will not scare the potential reader.
In fact, he with ththe casual read:
itig” habit is the ons who will ben-
efit most by this bsok and will
find one explanation_ of why he and
many other Americas jtional-
l; shy away from books of this
pe. .
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The Rainbow
and the Rose

By Nevil Shute. 310 pp. New
York. William Morrow and
Company. $3.95.

Reviewed by
ROBIN BAHR

In his 22nd novel, “The Rainbow
and the Rose,” Nevil Shute returns
to his favorite subject matter—
aviation,

It is the story of seasoned flyer
Johnng Pascoe, who at 60; has re-
tired from Australian Canadian aif
lines to opcrate a small airport in
Tasmania. On a flight into -the
back country to rescue a child
stricken with ~appendjcitis, Pas-
coe’s plane crashes and\ his skull
is fractured.

A .former pupil, Ronnie Clarke,
whose life has been intermittently
linked with and influenced by Pas-
coe, volunteers to fly in a doctor.
After two unsuccessful attempts
and before a third try, Romnie’
Clarke spends the night in Pascoe's
bachelor home. Surro by
Pascoe’s belongings and mementos,
Ronnie falls to sleep.

A

HIS restless dreams—which form
the bulk of the book—slow]
constructs the life of J.
coe—his pilot days in . his
actress wife 'an subuquent di.
vorse, his tragic love affair with

re

who is to accom;
next day’s flight.

Shute, formerly. an aeronautical
engineer, is well qualified to write
on flying and does so with' author-
ity, a great deal of interesting de-
tails, and a certain sense of excite-
ment lacking. in the rest of the
story.
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