Cranbrook in Kent
A Visit to a Wealdon Townlet

By MARION HOLDEN BEMIS DRIVING SOUTHEAST from London, you enter the weal-
Cranbrook : Public Relations Office den townlet on High Street, stopping, if you are wise, in front

“IL fsmt far from London.” Henrs Booth told me hefoe O the lately renovated George Inn, where the lok of the old
Lot o st e, 116 refored, sou may have (0w if not the smell, has becn retained. Says C. €. R. Pile,
guessed, to the Cranbrook in Kent county, England, where anbrook’s official historian: .
our Cranbrook got its name, the Cranbrook that was an an. _ “Among the inns of Cranbrook, pride of place must be
cestral home of the Booth famil . iven to the George, with an unbroken record of 500 years

The British refer to Cpanbrook as a “wealdon townlet”: a or more, for the town wa3 granted a market in 1290, and 50
wald 35 & voodl & weald s & wold, and a wold is “un upland years later) Edward I1I introduced Flemish clothworkers in-
plain without wood: to England, with Cranbrook one of the centers|of the new
_These definitions leave me confused. because Cranbrook, industry; the consequent increase in the importance of the
Kent, was built in the forest of Andred, which covered the own, the constant coming and going of the cloth dealers and
width#4f the modern counties of Kent, Sussex and Hampshire, | Wool mercharits and their trains of pack-horses, would soon
part of the primeval wood that extended over much of Eng- £ive rise to the need for an inn or inns of some standing.
land, furnishing the “early inhabitants settled near the coast e
or on the high ground, with their timber, and on occasion of- ~ THE JULY DAY we arrived, hungty and thi the inn
fered-a place of refuge from their enemies.” eeper, in effect, was standing on his head over the emminent

So much for wald, wood, wold, weald. srrival of more than 100 club women, bent upon historical
exploration.. However, he righted
himself long enough to make us

me with tea and scones in a
ner of the refurbished din-
ing_room.

The place was ing: ancient
in its heavy oak beams, its uneven
mullioned window i
chimney hung with polis

|
v

When the bus I
arrived, we depa
the hands of the
printed materials we “just hup- ; . )
pened” to ha . “.L'\ us, \;\b«;\ut a Side street in the village of Cranbrook, Kent county, England.
1broo Michigan

of women

far-away Cr n
of which. he b
Emerging onto Stone Street, we a stern eye for hist
looked down - along to spot the TAlthough there is a town of |
great copper kettle tha Il hangs Cranbrook in British Columbia, as - P s
ver the door the shop where far as we know there are in the A
ge Bocth's ancestors worked world only three Cranbrook
at their trude of copper-smithing— schools: England, Australia and
a trade that np doubt gave him Michigan. Ha talked with so
his life-long intevest in the crafts. many people in Cianbrook and ¢
er places in England who had nev-
the huge er heard gf pur Cranbrook, I rather
(and <o care. imagined that Headmaster C. Rus
. sell Scott of Cran
Kent would also know little al
lemish ¢ us.
prosperity 1o the wealdon  On the contrary, he had visited
ot in the 15th century, before our school, and on the wall was a
Columbus diseovered America. plaque from our Ci
At the old Corner Bookstore we 0 his, and another f
hased post cards and talked on our walls her
with the owner about the relation- nd look here,” he said, open-
ship wf b anbrook and ours, iNE-a guest bool
Everywhere, one turned up an
torian, but of . Pile is the ‘
1 last wuthority. All the SURE ENOUGH, just a few days
booklets on Cranbrook before our visit Mrs. Martin But-
n el of Birmi
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George Inn at Cranbrook, England, where
Queen Elizabeth stayed in the "16th century.

by towns in Kent, ham and her three
written by him, with so,

scribed their names in
book, and a few days after
had gone on, Mr. and Mrs.
hur Palmer of our school were

school in Kent was
founded in the 16th century and
chartered by Queen Elizabeth who
visited the town and stayed for a
day at the George Inn, walking
from her horse to the door on the
fine broadclothy supplied by the
cloth  merchants. Local folklore
had it that she wi a mile_on
fine broadcloth, but Historiad Pile
suspects thi

“In the ealy
“the scheol was a
school, sters were  appointeld
nd resigned at fa cquent in-
tervals, whilst the
pears to have b

*An early
sils and Ance
to the Grammar Sc
Queen Elizabeth in Cranbrook
shows thé followinz_owned items

In the school—1 Riders diction-

. 1 Scavula’s lexicon, 1 John
Munkhouse dictionary, 2 long ta-

les, 3 long forms, 3 locks and
keys and 2 bolts and 3 staples.

In the kitchen—1 ports
iron latch and hatch on the door,
1 lock and key with an iron knock-
er on the street door, 1 long be
and 1 short one, | short dresser
and 1 short screen.
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Pile,
i

“AT THIS PERIOD,” says Dile,

pend was paid by the gov
. but they kept the buildings
naster having them

High Slr‘eel, Cranbrook, Enélund, looking

rent free, paying to the governors n . "
a capitation fee for all boarders toward last of the windmills left by the Flemish
) The boarding fee of 50 guineas 4 cloth weavers and now a town landmark
year was retained by the headma .
ter.” (Teacher€ have always been \ ——y

underpaid!)

School House, the mi
building, today
any ancient Detroit nentary
school awaiting condemnation, but

pleasing example
ian architecture,

in academic

n
n

litt, quoted often in Pile
brook Notes and Records
us not rashly quit our hold upon
the past.”

Headmaster Scott’s house is a
newer Georgian, furnished in an-
tiques, very beautiful inside and
out. He took us on a short tour
of the school, which we mentally
contrasted with the luxury of our
own Cranbrook.

THE BOYS ate on scrubbed oak
tables in u simple room where
regretted we had not time enough
to lunch with them. It would have

e talk of

rch.
veached by a little path going up
from the town's main corner wh
Stone and High streets meet. Part
of this “cathedral of the Weald

impressive place of worship. Fur- raveyard at Cran-
C. Russell Scott, the headmaster of England'’s ther additions to this noble exam- St. Dunstans Church and grovey d Hi
sle of bourgeols pride were made brook, England, at corner of Stone an igh
v & p g
Cranbrook School. in_the succeeding cer o streefs.
Virginia Sackville West, who .
lives nearby and often writ t |
the towns of Kent, .
tans “areally beautiful church . n Kent” for the what folded within the c with its brood of gaily colufed
und "‘:,:E”ﬂ‘“‘:.“e’, fanted with mag- Cyigtian Science Monitor, sum the hills of the mid-We: hicks around it The streets are as
P ) Y noha vering trees “ranbrook impressions in mel- surrounded by apple busy as ever, and one or two 20th
Photos by W. Sprague Holden . | ; .
f - . b us words orchard: wardens i odd- y innovations have
Thl:’ ’:WC 1o gle zld. This plaque was pre- Director of Journalism v hese historical tidbits do not shap and_mewdows. The  theif mark Bu there auill surv
sente ranbrook School i il . . RICHARD CHURCH, English give an adequate account of the mill stands up with its defiant several shops with the bow curved
Y in Bloomfield Hills Wayne Stite University A The Golden Sovereign” beauty, the outward chs nd ovely old church | windows of the 18th century

of arms, a
some- slamb

warm mother hen  pily, one of them is a bookshop!™

to Cranbrook School, Kent, England.

o1
“Over the Bridge" writing Cranbrook. There it stand




