Ingenuity Works — In Bzrmmgham

Summer—You can thank
Art Fitch for that tough sand
trap at Springdale. He was
enlarging it when picture was
taken.

Fall — Diseased elms are
sawed for burning by James
and William Diem. Wil-
liam Sutton’s tractor holds up
logs.

Wlnler—Etnn park’s ice
rink is always a busy place.
Ralph Shead adjusts lights,
sted by Sherwood Pretz-
now and Harvey Rasch

Spring-City
trees.

are for 25,000
Don Songer and Ken
Worde plant one in hole newly
dug by Sherwood Pretznow.

Charles W. Gale (Mt) heads a 22-man crew which maintains Birming-

ham'’s par]

assistant Harvey Rasch, e

s their jobs.

So you thihk yoy have gardening problems? Consider the
job of the Rirmingham department of forestry and parks,
largely responsible for keeping everything jooking  trim
around our city except for our own lawns.

Birmingham contains four and one-half square mile
inside that area are the many parks and recreation ar
which set our city apart from most communities of compar-
able We have 300 acres of city property devoted to
sports and peaceful tree-Shaded resting spots.

We have 31 .baseball diamonds, a 58-acre golf course for
city residents; there is an arch range, a ski-sled run, five
ice rinks, the police department p tol range, a cemetery, a
beautiful city-owned lake.

We have five publu parking lots; we raise trees in three
city-owned nurseries. We enjoy the color and comfort from
25,000 city-maintained trees of :dlmost every variety which
can be grown in Michigan. We have a river which occasional-
Iy rampage ﬂnnu;zh our ul\

and

s bleacher§ would be transport-
properly. which we wnjoy und ap- ¢ i on trucks when they are needed
P reriate but rarely think twice at different spots around the city,
about, is under the watchful eyes but that would reauire much more
skilled hands nf (I\)vl.\ W, lifting, loading and unloading t

THE MAT Il N \\L E of

S endent of forestry the method which the forestry and
and parks, assistant Harvey Roth parks department uses.
and  their  resourceful ecrey of eight _bleachers are
21 men. Their jobs, as indicated cyuipped with easily - removable
by the pictures on this page do . whe. tractor-towed

not begin and end in the summer
time. 200 spectators can
In fact, they ncver end at all. be sct hours.
Their problem is to do all ghe  The front-end loader sf on
things which need doing, and give one of the departmen ctors
them #he right priority so that the all year because of its ascfulnesa:
city keeps its attractive appear: Certainly a loader’s main use is to
ance the year around. seqop up y dirt, and even
Theirs is-a task which thrive (In istmas hich make
on ingenuity and puts their imag- ter they have
ination . to practieal tests. The ' be
ted has a lot 1

equipment they s ¢ r.u o
of bearing on their ability to keep work, for painting and for insta Al
Birmingham pleasant for us. Work- | ingz special lights or sound systems

ing on a n od budget, Gale's at sporting events, the depart-
men use tools - and “equipment ment’s men much prefer to use the
which _will "ive the_wid- [loader bucket as a safe elevator
e at the low- to el or slippery
upkeen costs ers.

2QUIPP!
Vs tong

nb wobbly

YOU MIGHT THINK that the m

\

Top — Using their tractor-mounted loader as a
crune, William Diem (on tractor) and Sherwood
Pretznow pull a parking meter out of the ground
preparatory to its relocation.

Bottom—Using the down-pressure of the loader
and its bucket's sharp edge to “bite” into the hard-
packed earth of a driveway, Sherwood Pretznow pre-
pares the way along Eton for heavy road construc-
tion equipment.,

tem. Versatile equipment directed by radio, being used by

ne to handle heavy and awkward
stumps and logs. Jams in the
qu Rouge can be pulled apart
this versatile rig, or heavy
\\.xlcr mains or fire hydrants can
be moved.

Following a safety motto of
er lift when hydraulic ‘mu»(lm
can do it for you, the men in
the department “let the tractor’s
loader bucket pick up and carry
h(\av\' of fertilizer, and
drums of spray forthe city’s weed
control and  mosquito. abatement
programs.

The loader’s sharp edge is used
to “peel” -packed ground, to
cut paths. And by using the bot-
tom of the bucket as a pile-driver,
stakes are driven to hold rubbish
containers upright in our parks
or to put fencing around hazard-
ous areas. The same equipment
compacts piles of diseased elms
for deqtrucnon by bummg

1F YOU' \'E DLG a hole for a
fence post or to plant a tree or
shrub, imagine (with a wince)
what is involved for this depart-
ment which has 800 nursery trees
for new plantings and replace-
ment. But in Gale's operation, no
backbreaking digging needs to be
done. A tractor-mounted auger,
powered by the traector's own en
digs the holes. To minimize
ipping grass by hand or ma
chine around trees, the ground is
covered with the Chri:

mulch, and that wbtamcd from the
rees which are trimmed
annually by the department.

In a city of our ilzc and char-
acter, the city : ports funs
h ent. mu:roﬂs and
in upon fncilitiea being
kept up to “par.” Springdale park
golf course went under the park
department’s management
years ago and is kept carefully
manicured, although short cuts
h been found to reduce the

intenance time from its former

a
8,000 man-hours  down to 7,000

man-hours @ year.

)
THE NEWLY-BUILT archery
range was construc at & total
cost, not including land, of $300.

To keep the 31 M\ebﬂll diamonds
in shape requires each one
receives constant maintenance dur-
ing_the playing season.

Eton park's artificial ice rink
provides healthful exercise for
skaters, but the depnnment’s trac-
tor operators also have to be nim-
ble to get thelr malntenance work
done between skating periods.

Snow must be removed, using
tractor - mounted rotary brooms,
scraping blades and the

hen a heavy planer,-pulled s
the tractor, levels the ice to a
-inch thickness over the rink’s
plastic pipes which keep it re-
frigerated.

ake it easier to enjoy the
new ski-sled run, steps to its top
have been carved out of the hill-
side with a blade attached to the
rear of the ubiquitous trac

You might think that the igie-
nic” season is of relatively short
duration, but getting ready for it
is a wintertime chore for the De-
partment’s force,

PARK BENCHES are set up be-
fore spring; posts used for an-
chnrmx trash baskets are emplaced

ith the tractor’s auger, and the
p]nyground equipmeft is staked
down to be safd and ready for the
year's first adventurous youngster.

To a particular group of people
in our ared, the ingenuity of the
forestry and parks department is
of especial interest. These people
designed much of the equipment
being used in unusual ways in our
city; and in recognition of the ver-
satility of Gale's operations and
the “can-do” approach which his
men use to get tough maintenance
jobs done_efficiently, the tractor
and implement division of Ford
Motor Wlll lntur! the depurb
ment’s operations in an eight-page
booklet chh lt will distribute m
most city governments next month.

Nearly 50 scenes from Birming-
ham, including dwle on this page,
will appear in the September is-

of “American ' City” and
“l"u}l)llc Works” magazines under

Three Steps to New Lawn
Ripping - Leveling - Packing

S
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Top—Floyd Cor (on tractor) and Jesse Potter
move their small self-propelled mowers on a tip-bed
trailer. The mowers can simply be driven into the
trailer. The tractor also pulls bleachers on wheels to

mas trees make excellent chips for
Truckloads of them are used on
but the material is also available to

Bottum—( hri
sery mulching.
v property,

To expect this world to provide one with
economic security without one making the
effort to_somchow, honestly, earn and de-
fix onc’s hope upon “the end
" Even if one inherits finan
cial security, he must excrcise his mind and
judgment in'the effort 1o rewain this status
for there are many pitfalls along Golden
Avenue.
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SECTION B

able salesladies who know how

Sales Ladies

e We Specialize in

NEW YORK STEAKS

A e A I e

PRIME BEEF

We have openings for 2 cap- d
and tasty

Featuring the most unusval

: Spring LAMB

to coordinate fashions and are

qualified to sell better women’s

apparel

For appointment,
4-4548.

Bloomfield Fashion
SHOP
1662 S. Telegraph

phone FE

! 911 S. Woodward. Royal Oak

FRESH FRUITS and VEGETABLES
HUNTINGTON WOODS MKT.

e FREE DELIVERY —LI 1-4334
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POTTER

Moving & Storage Co.

no. 1 specialist
in packing!

Moving & Storage Co.
2253 COLE
MI 4-4612
Mo 1oaU.5 Highvays « No. 1
Y
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JETGLAS

EVERYBODY

DAY NIGHT'S |
worry -free

« ELECTRIC

WAT ER

HEATER LOW AS
Always plenty of water = 5700
piping bot and crystal cless.

Jetglas can't rust. Jetglas per month

Installation

% C. JOHNSTON =

Plumbing and Heating

PHONE MIDWEST 4-5340

1691 Beaver Rd. Birmingham
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o mew elatri water heater way

GET IT HOT ... GET A LOT every time. A new electric water heater
provides plenty of hot, hot water for showers and all the family's needs.
Detroit Edison has a new Super Supply Plan which makes heaters even
more efficient and economical.
Here's the convenient, modern way to GET IT HOT. .. GET A LOT
for as little as $3.88 per month.

Only

water

near a chimney

standards

Efficient—the heat goes into the
Install anywhere—need nol be
Long life—meet Edison’s rigid

[X] Automatic—all the time

~

lrlc water heaters give you all these Important advantages:

Fast—new, more efficient heating

units )
Outer shell—cool o the touch all
over m

Edison maintains electrical parts
without charge

Safe—clean—quiet—modern
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See your plumber or appiace dedr DETROIT EDISON

SERVES SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN



