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Democracy’s First Line of Defense

tesponsible and Mggressive i

This

It was most geentifying to report on our

front page last week that the Michizn
legislature will requive traffic o <top
whenever it meets or overta o Joadinge
or unloading school bus.

For 10 vears. this two-way stop bill had

been introduced in one or hoth legislativ

chambers. Until thiz yvear. it had bea
pigeonholed in committee cach time.
Last vear The Eccentric became inter-

ested in why this legislation had not been

enacted. Our motivation was strong: after
getting off the school bus. one voungster
in the Bloomtield Hills school district some

years before had been killed by an oncom
ing car. Another had just lost 1he

result of & sim

aleg

r accident.

BUT WE WERE NEW at this husiness
of legislation, 1957 the
stop proposal pot any
legislative attention.

Then late last year.
Hills girl was killed be
required to stop

S0 went by and

scarcely

second Bloomfield
traffie
if coming in an opposite

ause wasn't

tl)roclnm

The Eccentrie that the 1958
legislative session be the one in
which the two-way stop is adopted. Al-
ready, 46 other ex had the require-
ment and they credited it with saving
children’s lives

MICHIGAN SHOULD NOT BE the

LAST state to do so,
Oakland county's se
ham's ‘represer

we determined.
ttor and Birming-
went right to awork

ve

Recession Like

Perhaps  the no-buving-state-of-mind,
or the “I'll wait a bit before buying that
jitem and see what's going to happen”,
mental attitude is as murh responsible for
a large portion of toda
sion as any other contributing factor.

As a general rule, most people are spend-
ers. Few of us are, by nature, miserly
conserving our resources. Indeed, we
just the opposite, on many oceasions

There is lots of money in the j
most of today’s employed people
employed are very many. The
really comprise only a very small segment
of the employable population.

economic reces-

in

are

ans of
il the
unemploved

VARIOUS SUGGESTIONS
made by people, from President
er down, that we Americans
and go ahead with normal
This, they will
make work for industry to produce more,
provide employment for people, ete.,

Over in Sturgis, Michigan,
quite practical is being done to gu people
to spend their money. That ci
per, The Journal, running
ments, pointing out the need
consumer optimism the
are

have heen

enhow-

“loosen up".,
purchasing.
consume

assert, woods,

ete.
something

S newspa-

advertise.
for more

nation’s
to
spend their normal amounts of income for
their normal needs.

i

about

economic stability. People ureed

THE JOURNAL'S BASIC theme is for
citizens to overcome whatever fears they
have about the countr; condition. They
are given the sound optimism,
based upon a faith that, itself, is founded
upon practical commonsense, is what we
need to restore a more full employment.

“Remember  that dollars
peaple The
sound statements,

Well, what is good for
to be good for Birmingham, Bloomfield
Hills, this entire Oukland County

Fear, indeed, is a terrible state of mind.
No other human state of mind cun be so0
disastrous.

busy means

busy is one of Journal's

Sturgis aught

The Birmingham

Victory Will Save Lives

on theie respeetive chambers, Senator L
Hioev e worked hard, tinadly grot his
colleagrues Lo approve the bill, 21 th 6

It now went to the house, where Rep.
Farrell 2. Roberts b an intensive
ampaien for appro the senate b
The were dizcouraging delavs, d
pointing conversations. Several times it
looked as it this so wonld find the

bill back in committee grathering mor
dust
DURING THIS TIME. The Fecentric in

nt of and behind the scenes did what

public support of the bill

t could to rall

Organization followed organization in con-

tacting legis<lators to favor the Lill

Public activity tinally overeame legis
lative apathy

At 10 pom.oon Monday, March . the
house voted 77 to 19 to require the two-
way stop

Mice s children are grateful for
this legislative action, even thongh it took
so long for logic and common t
prevail.

THE TWO BLOOMFIELD =choal ¢hil
dren’s deaths and the injury to the thivd
provided the spark. The Eccentrie ed

these tragie instances with the oxveen of

publicity. Soon there were the flames of
public concern which consumed the debris
of legfslative lethargy

It is vou, the publie, which deserves
eredit for the vietory

Spinning Hat

THE EDITOR HAS lived through sev-

erul so-

led recessions, one terrific real
depression. We know how f
whole community, as well us a whole
tion, into the hysteria of “hard time
We call,
a Chicagro busines
in the heart of the eity’s hanki
it was summer,

ar ean set a

na-

for exumple, the long-uygo st

< man walking down
4

¢ stre

section; yet quite windy.

A sudden gust of wind took the muan's
strawghat right off his head, sent it over
the sidewalk. The man started
after his hy Likewise,
syvmpathetic pedestrians also too
the hat,

The wind kept the hat spinning
the

running

several

along
and fute
ful the wind
changed causing the hat to
turn nwv( into the \\n]c open front door

of a bank.

sidewalk o
of
coun

nd, by some queer
the

('AIrY'll'x‘ element

THE HAT'S OWN
ran right

vER, plus the helpful
pedestrians, through that door
after the hat

Numerous other nearby pedestrians wit-
nessed the final rush of the
into the bank

hat chasers

Somebody velled: “The bank’s in trou-
ble .. .7 and so they, too, rushed into the
bank to withdraw their savings

Well, there did follow a real “run” on
that bank, and it wasn't until the next day
that the public was made to realize that
the bank was not in any trouble at all.
The cause of it all was a summer straw
hat that a gust of summer wind had spun
right into the bank . . . with human be-
ings merely bent on retrieving the hat ...
not at all disturbed their

posits.

about own de-
Something like this hat episode has and
still
American public.
We all need to refuse to allow
ning fedora to try to convinee us that our
finances are in d.mm‘l of lo

wuppening with much of the fearful

4 spin-
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“I have a feeling we're being spied upon.”

f

Have to Make It Do |

LAST vLAF

ATURE NOW

by King Frehse

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Cat-tail Recessive

Plant of Marsh

Crowding the e of diteh, marsh and pond are many
plants which live with their roots i the water and their
stems and leaves e the air.
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Happenings of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned me ()ld I||N Of The Eccentrie—
The Items Hu! Make Up ol | Background
f the lhrmnu.lum U[ Tod.

office the other d

50 YEARS AGO
April 10, 1908
the Fra

sts on a

U iberty
ross it. Can some local numis
ttell us whether the dime has
any value othe 010 cents?

mati

do wit
be recorded for 1id
mum, if T buy an o
uhm:n left to hi
1l g

(mklund county
county. Many
14 before the two
are up will be pawing the
and champine their bit to |

Suburban
Sentiment

NEWBORN

reduces

tunt these day

yeur
ground
vote buck

ul \ E \l(~ \(.u

il 928
“Sore thon 100" delegates from |
countries

expected here
the annual sixth
I Dis Irh! Convention of the Michi- |
CTU according to announce-
plans for the
st Methadist
are bein

are

“Birmingham members of the
Ypsi club, composed of graduates
from the’ Michigan Stat

Spittin’ image
Of his pop —

3
ven Big bay window,
“Birmingham hept i ster Bald on top.
ery inside its homes last Sun-
when  th dropped

—Mary Jane Palmer

deg usual

AGO

Land the rates charged,

Birmingham residents are consuming CHAR

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

IN OTHER CITIES for this

tricity in their home rate that is quantity rv widely—from a low of $3.15,
percent higher than it was in 19 . Ore. to a high of $11.75, in
Houses that were equipped only
clectric lix.)"m;' refripe n and For 500 kilowatt hours a month, local
basie appliances at that time h - Lills amount to $10.%1 as against $10.39,
somed forth sinee then with all sorts of

on the
additional gudgrets

The
period,

changes that have oeenrred in the

mi

as to the amount of current used

are brought out in

federal power com.  the other.

the
Edizon electric institute and

studies made by

mission, the

others.

SLECTRICITY in Birming

that charged elsewhere,

COST OF
ham, compared to

hour:

59 percent.

is shown by the FPC in data covering
more than 1600 cities in the United

SR ‘ ‘ WITH THE
For 100 kilowatt hours, enough for i
lighting, refrigeration and small appl ShE
ances, local people pay $3.73 o month,  fenerate it

compared with an average of 3289 in the o
rest of the country of the

average,
There is a direct connection, sa
between electricity consumption and
living standards

@ vear in

per household in the

ing placed on nuclear energy
future.

throughout the country.

¢ econo-

As one goes up. so does

Consumption in the region that includes
Birmingham increased from 2,040 kilowatt

1950 130 kilowatt

ast vear, or

to

XPANDING USE of elec-

tricity and the lack of an unlimited supply
fuels that are now being used to
the long-range reliance is be-

s the fuel

For 250 kilowatt hours (which is about Scientists feel that the people of this
what most householders consume) the bill country may vet, within this generation,
locally comes to a4 month. Nation- be served with electricity generated by
ally it is 23

) miclear power plants

Advises (Jare In Sales at House Door

Rirming ‘.
were war, ex »
in dealing mlh the e Check both the <el
and those of the
ents - and to call

all door \u—dmwr

y it
- with it—not to sign
e[t

50Y R
Apnl 8, 1943
“A queer dime came

mo o ll W 0 W W

e of commerce tev, (not the next
rtens veral hours later),
omes uffensive

too, of any sal
mpathy
not allew the
upprouch.

piteh

e s

e who have had
rtunate experiences with door-
oor ~|h' men, sometimes never

: for their money.

THE PUBLIC

urged to treat
sellers with cau-
» pay for anything un-
1 are satisfied
nything until

¢ have read ¢ word of it purcha
i understand it nnknow
Heome-on financing chargs

BUNUS OFFER FOR

\\nn\ll cost her $189.00
“The chamber of commerce again
ommends to reside
make their purchase
merchants who pay local taxes to
help support our city, sell a good
prowuct uta fair price, and will be
here hoth loduy and tomarrow to
wive good servi

Troy Rotary Elects

TROY — Officers of Troy's new
Rotary club h.l\o been elected for
the coming y are Presi-
41.-m Stuart K an-\r, Vice Presi-

ent  Clarence Snoke, Secretary
}lu) d R. Larson, Treasurer Wallace
Rice, and Directors William Price
and Forrest Clippert. Their terms

© start in July.

You will find many
The

bargains in
Eccentric Classified Columns.

to Prove

NEW FORMULA

ELECTRASOL

G\usses Dishes t
Gilver

BN
MORE THAN YOU'LL PAY for your package of
NEW FORMULA ELECTRASOL . .. that’s

what we'll pay you to prove—in your own
dishwasher—that this is the detergent

that absolutely stops spotting on glasses,
dishes, silver!

NEW FORMULA ELECTRASOL is recommended
by all leading dishwasher manufacturers!
Try it today and see for yourself why it’s

the most popular dishwasher detergent

for home use! It’s the most economical, too

++ . each box gives you more of the best
dishwasher detergent for less money!

Improves

Your

Dishwasher’s
Performance!

TRY ELECTRASOL AT OUR EXPENSE TODAY!

Offer limited one to a family, expires June 30, 1958,



