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We have grand opera with us only a very short time each
year—one week to be exact! And a taste for opera, as
taste for olives, may require many samplings before a real
liking for either permanently developes.

This places a heavy responsibility upon our visiting opera |
companies—a single operatic experlence for many must be|
enough per year to sustain one’s active interest until next |
time—twelve months later. This is a very unhealthy state |
of thmgs for the opera public and for music as a whole. |
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By MADELEINE HARRIS
Special Writer for The Eccentric

A Night at the Opera

many a play written only 20 years
uzo produced riow, often can seem

te and superfluous in the light
of today's pmbkm

YET THE lhrl- or “librettos”
lor

|“Aids re timeless

press mnelau emotions. It sl
not matter that operas are sung
in French or Italian, for the words
and their precise meaning are un-

).

we 83 » pubtic will deensid more
of this wonderfully expressive art;
but certainly we shall have to be
exposed to it for longer periods

AND THOUGH some more re-
\ “Knowing the general line of the
cent attempts Mvv been made at | of the story and listening with that
writing a modern opera, complete | jmportant inner ear of emotion,
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and more frequently to be able
to enjoy it on its own terms.

Opera actually is a combination
of drama and music.

with what we like to feel are im. nuu‘h to make :ren !ully mhl-

proved dramatic techniques (and, | ligible and rewa

I'm afraid, with much dissonance | dience.

cacaphony) it is chiefly a child| The sound, musically, of Itafian

|of the romantic period of the late |and French sung, lends tself more
an
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NORSEA-RIG
$21.50

SIZES: 6-12

NORSEA-MATE
$23.50

SIZES: 14-20 : {

A shining example of the
toggle coat at its handsomest
and warmest. Made of .
gleaming water repellent
Mac-Sheen, with bedy and
attached hood lined with
cold-defying Suroloma-
AFBOL. Styled with double
shoulder yoke, slash pockets
and neat multi-stitched

bottom hem.
i

COLORS:
Sand, Charcoal
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FOR YOUNG MEN

MI 6-6166

237 Pierce

pervading nine- | beautifully to uxh IM"K roman-

teenlh century romanticism. |tie art thln does Engli which
e«rlnls have been called corny, | tends to sound harsh and brln.- the
Indeed, many are farfetched and mnn.uun in opera down to the
improbable in unm of modern | every-day level of the common.

dramatic Characters in | place.

|opera are pes" There are the | .

| “Good Guys” and the “Bad Guys” | THE vnswn LISTENER, for

|and never the t'wain shall meet. |ths audience must be both, is re-
Opera really is allegary plus mdmmm. uc world

music. Its plots may not always ,,m, im:

imagi-
|stand up to contemporary psycho- | ngtion which fs. vllllu to over-
|logical analysis, but they are not |jook the fact; often ludicrous and
| supposed to. |awkward, that the dlv-. singing
i . |the role of a beautiful young her-
THEY ARE the framework upon |oine might weigh more than her
which the musical fabric is hung. | Tover onstage.
The stories of opera are expressed It is not ll'ly! possible to find
through the music and \n!hout this | the voice of a Madame Callas en.
oftentimes glorious help-mate, they | closed in the figure of a Marlene

effectual enough, expressive enough, lending

Yet hand in hand, together, they, itself to arias of sublime emotiion
express deep human emotion as —should lead us beyond merg
old as the human race. hysical reality and allow us to

p
It is interesting to note that enmv the beauty of this music for

WHY ?

Fvénone loves a song and opera
| bursts “at the seams with songs
lore. displaying the human voice,

its facility and range.

THE MORE OLIVES one eats
the more one likes olives. The more
operas one sees and hears the
greater their appeal. We look for-

hope, will leave many new found
opera friends behind.
Random Notes To Come to come.

Do We Have Coming
Out Parties?

Because of taboos, their barter

value when brides and to protect
auders, girls from

arriageable age in
lived segregated

savage society
lives.

Confined to huts, often for years,
they had no contact with the out-
side world except through crones
who guarded and fed !h(-m When

mature, however, their ‘“coming
out” of the hut was celebrated by
days of feasting and dancing.

Though we have not guarded |
them closely since Victorian times, |
we too have coming ‘out )mrtles‘
and debutante dances for our mar-
riageable daughters.

Who'll Volunteer?

American friends service
committee needs women who |
can_sew, mend, darn or quilt |
in their own home. For further |
information, please call the |
South Oakland Volunteer Bu-
reau, L| 7, a United |
Community ~Services
serving from 8
through  Birmingham - Bloom-
field.
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might be considered inane and jn- | Ditrich. But this voice—if fine |

off in musical flights of |
fancy” that leaves. one gasping at |
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SWEATERS
every

good
style
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Sweaters are at the forefront of
fashion . . . and we've assembled a
really superb collection from all over
the world.

V-NECK in cashmere and wool com-
bination, pure cashmere, and lamb’s
wool—14.50 to 37.50

CREW-NECK in cashmere and wool,
lamb’'s wool, and shetland—14.95
10 20.00

CARDIGANS of alpaca knit and cash-
mere—27.50 to 37.50

SLEEVELESS CARDIGANS in alpaca
and cashmere—27.50 & 29.50

Birminghan
203 PIERCE ST.
THURS. & FRI. EVES TILL 9
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«#e_ American Motors Means Maore for Americans

Get the Best of Both:

GO RAMBLER!

dling Ecn

You'll congratulate yourself on your good
judgment every time you step out of doors
in one of our handsome new Suburban Coats.
Plenty comfortable, and just long enough to
make walking and driving really pleasurable,
they give you a new world of style, too.
Choose a colorful tweed, an imported Loden,
a distinctive camel wool. Every one's a
winner!
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