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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Let's Up Compensation of Local Officials

We all know that members of the local
city. commission (and this is equally true
of many other local official boards and
commissions) do not assume their civic
responsibilities because of the amount of
money they receive. For example, city
commissioners receive five dollars per

" Monday night meeting. Special meetings—
and they hold many of them—are attend-
ed without monetary compensation.

It probably is safe to say, then, that a
Birmingham commissioner gets an aver-
age of fifty or sixty. cents an hour for

time spent on: public business. If you in-
clude time spent over the telephone from
home, when citizens call, it would be much

_ less.

All of which we print prior to this sug-
gestion: The next . time Birmingham
amends its city charter, let's see that
more than five dollars per week per city
commissioner is made a new part of the
charter! A commissioner ought to get at
least the cost of the wear and tear on his
transportation.on-city business, don’t you
believe? This, five dollar payment goes
back to 1917 . .. 40 long years ago.

| From The Eccentric's

You recall that when President Eisen-
hower presented his 71-billion-dollar budg-
et to Congress some weeks ago he said:
“Go ahead and reduce it wherever you
can.” What an incredible attitude for him
to take . . . when this budget, actually, is
the product of his own agency, known as
the Budget Bureau. If the director of the
budget hasn’t been told by Ike that he
should handle the budget on a frugal and
thrifty basis, then Ike is at fault. Ike's
budget is Tke’s budget, and nobody else’s.
‘Why he should have accepted it from his
director and then passed it on to Congress
with the suggestion that Congress reduce
it . . . well, that’s the inconsistently in«
credible part of the whole affair. Appar-
ently, then, Tke has no personal flair for
reducing federal expenses,

It is reported by our Navy top brass
that many Soviet submarines are cruising
about in various parts of the Pacific Ocean.
Naturally, our Uncle Sam will have to be
in a position to counter such military
might. What a more lovely society we
could have upon‘this earth if the evil in
mankind’s mind were, to give way to
thoughts and yearnings for the Good Life.

A recent survey of American college
dicates that “sy ic cheat-
ing on'examinations is the custom rather
than the exception”, according to a Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania professor. What-
ever facts'do prove the professor’s point,
it must not be overlooked that college
faculties have set bad examples by illegal
subsidies to their athletic stars, and a
considerable portion of, adult living also
aids radio, TV, theap books, ete., in the
process of undej‘nﬁ\ning the inherent good
morals of portions Qf youth,

< One of the most urlouu of felonies
among people who raise cattle is the act
of rustling, or stealing ‘another’s bovine

., animals. A good-) looking lkssmsnppx blond
recently was found gmlty of rustling cat-
tle, by an all-male jury. \Which only
proves that not all gentle me n prefer
blondes.

Our U.S. civil delense system is not of
very great value in protecting our people
against atomic warfare, a top U.S. scien-
tist recently declared. How true this is. to
those who are aware of the facts. Most of
this system depends upon voluntary citis,
zen interest and aid .
little of this kind of help forthcoming.
‘How cheaply so many of us appear to
value our very existence.

Due to unusually heavy rainfall these
past few weeks, the vast cabbage and
tomato crops of southern Florida have
suffered a 50 per cent loss. Nothing has
been revealed about’the rainfall’s impact
upon spinach ... . a condition that has
made Junior very critical of all stafistics.

. and there is so

Point of View...

Egyptian scientists ne;l‘lly announced
the appearance, six feet below the surface
of water at the mouth of the Nile river,
of an ancient civilization’s ruins. They be-
lieve it to be a relic of the Ptolemy Dynas-
ty . .. or perhaps, it is but the beginning
of a dynasty to take the place of Egypt's
present dictator Nasser.

Since the advent of television, many
educators have considered placing sets in
school rooms, thus to educate at less ex-
pense more pupils, But Pittsburgh, Pa.,
educators are cautious about doing this
. . . they believe that nothing can take
the place of the animate teacher right in
the room. Besides, of what value can wild
westerns and killer-detective dramas hold
for the next generations?

If you lameht and criticise the medioe-
rity of the average public official in high
federal and state offices, perhaps, then,
you will agree with that great American,
Benjamin Franklin, when he said: “He
who shall introduce into public affairs the
principles of primitive Christianity will
change the face of the earth.:’

Many years ago some wit of that day
argued that chivalry is the attitude of a
man towards some strange woman.

So They Say...

Gamal Abdel Nasser, President of Egypt:
“I vow I will not become the stooge or
satellite or pawn or hireling of anybody.”

Patrick Comer, sociologist:

“Alcoholism is industry’s third worst
sickness problem and costs $1 billion a
year in loss of productivity.”

A. Whitney Griswold, president, Yale uni-
versity.
“The price of -freedom is more than
vigilance, it is an understanding of what
freedom means.”

Silvestri, Italian-born custom tailor:

“In Italy, each man seeks to dress dif-
ferently from his neighbor. Here, every-
one wants to look alike.”

\ George M. Humphrey. Secretary of the

Treasury

Look Out Below!

"y MID EAST ¢
TURMOIL

A fn years ago, the Birmingham city
commission established a new routine for
new commercial developments here. All
building plans must get city plan board
lpproval before a building permit is is-

Now. the plan board is net empowered
to reject these plans. The idea is

that it has a chance to look [them over
first. If the planners can prevajl upon the
developer to modify or improve his plans
“in keeping with the character of the

community”, the city and its citizens will
benefit.
IT°S NO SECRET that the “colonial de-

sign” is and has been the pattern the plan
board has sought to keep.

This brings us to this testimony sup-
porting the method:

At a recent city commission meeting,
Rudy Palizzi, from the real estate depart-
ment of the Standard Oil Co., made this
remark in connection with plans for a new
company station at Cranbrook and W.
Maple:

“We didn't like to build our|other two
colonial stations here, but now we are

ONE THING OR ANOTHER b_y George Wm. Averzll

sales producers in the metrvpollt&n anl."
He was referring to stations at Adams
and Maple, and at 14 Mile and Southfield,
The new station will be colonial, too,
LEA e \
The earning .process is a never-
ending’ one.
e
Heard former Detroit Public Works di-
rector Tom Hanson (now with the Univer-
sity of Detroit engineering college) tell
how much it cost Detroit to get, purify,
apdk deliver water to a Detroiter’s kitchen |
sink.
He said it costs 14 of a cent per ton.
(There are 230 gallons in a ton of water).
And that price is pretty low!

Even when you stumble, your mo-

tion is forw.lrd I

Michigan educnwr says the- proposed
legislative tests for obscene reading mat-
ter could, upon strict interpretation, ban
reading of the Bible,

Seems our legislators shouldn’t worry
about the Bible passages. Most of us have-

n't eracked its covers in years! Makes us

Male Bird Sings
To Attract Mate

Now of an early morning ln Maytime we listen for the|’
song of the first white-throated sparrow. As our spring mi-

crescendo at the height of the courtlnz period,
But much as we enjoy the music
of our feathered friends, it is not

grants return, the bird chorus swells, reaching its fullest -
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for us that they sing. It is usually

the male who is the prima donna

tnd he sings to te.

birds

g the nesting

but many species sing to a

fesser degree throughout the sum-
mer.

AMONG our sonzblrds‘ singing
is a vital part of the courtship |
pattern. The male usually selects
the nesting locality well within
the territory he has claimed
from some vantage point therei

his courtship song. Th

hallenge to other males an
vitation to-the femal Au-

thorities believe that birds sing |

Inr many reasons and that there

special songs used only

K}

) dunnx the courtshjp period.

ese songs are often accol

dancing. Color
patterns  serve
as an indication
of the sexes

it is in spring-
time that the
bright beauty

height, making
d i flerence

Mrs. Frehse

| mov
| strikingly shaped and colored tails |

|and the bird of paradise his fan.
tastic ruffs, capes and fake wings.
‘The latter also turns somersaults
|and dangles upside down before
the admiring female,

Among our song birds, the red-
start display:
wing and tai
wing his brilliant epaulettes, l.h
kinglet, ovenbird and kingbird |
their crown patches and the mead.

vests—all this to -umz a mate.
WE HAVE' lnaly watched the

wooing of a pair of mourning
doves in our garden. The male

“It is not easy to arouse
fbx a fight on inflation.”

Donald A. Quarles, Secretary of the Air
Force:

“We must be prepared to stand firm
and reddy to strike back massively even
though we are confronted by atomic bal-
listics' missiles.”
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coloring is

his throat, while the femal
her more modest dress, foll

|like a hovering helicopter.

panied by displays, strutting nm'

jered with leaves. One si

is salmon-colored | green
patches, the red- [brightest stones) blossoms, shells

s breast and neck. As he|
muu back and forth, he inflates 'selection and their bea:

s as
few steps behind to admire lnd‘wn{ of

to approve. He also offers her
choice bits of food, & mmng cus-
tom followed by many

The strutting of the male reuh-

“|es a high pnint in the courtship

al our pr: ken. The birds
congregate m l.h. early morning | *
on hereditary dancing grounds
where an_ elaborate ritual is car-
ried out. Here the males strut and
ance and battle, inflating their

|orange-red pouches to make

cluncmmle “booming” sound.
ock stages a spectac-
ular display n dusk in some open

{spot, the ruffed grouse sends out

his challenge by vibrating his
wings from a log or stump and
|the humming bird soars upward
out of sight and finally comes
down to flutter before his mate

e

BIRDS OF other lands practice
|unusual courtship customs. The
|male Adelie penguin presents. his
prospective mate with a rounded

rim rocks in the gravelly nest.
A species of British wren begins
m. couruhlp by constructing a
ber of sample houses within

In lerrllory If the female of his
ce is impressed, she selects
l.he one most to her liking and

woos with a flair. At the foot of
a small tree he

roofed with orchid stem:

is left
|open to display a bed of verdant
moss bedecked with the

ind fruits which Xhe lmikul J
La

3 ln replaced daily

to keep tho collection beautiful.

the male dances and displays

un!ll he chooses a mate from the

admiring females,

Intriguing as are all these an-

tics, there is much yet unknown
about courtship rituals and mate

ring u

in ‘u\. wnlutionlry pattern, especial l-

K- lc! (hc plum.ge and
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f

50 YEARS AGO
May 11, 1907

“The building occupied by A. C.
White for a marble and monu-
ment buxin!l.l on the East side of
ward Ave., just south of the
lAdlu' Library building will be
for rent at $7.00 per month from
first of June next. For further

¢ B-rticulnn call at the Exchange
| | Bank.” .

“We are pleased to be able to

at hane nd h- day ﬂ llﬂ'-.frl,r‘
diktant when Birmingham will have
bo!h nlzht lnd day service as well
as Sunda;

o
i Birmings hun.
House "wf,
jand “closets. Frice $L100"

there Hnu\hy.
| Michael G-HIM of the
diocese, off;

4 “Justice Fth 'S. Buck will hear | .

criminal and each Wed-
nud:{‘ in Blwmlsld Hills village,

made Ile His office for

the time being will be in the Bar-
bour building at Woodnrd avenue
and the Long Lake road. The new

an  announcement |

|arrangements were necessary be-
auu of the activity of the recent-
{ organized Bloomfield Hills po-
lice department, it is explained.
He will :untlnul his office in Bir-
mingham on all other days.”

“Miss nhn WIlH-n- is_the
only woman member of the Eng-
lish parliament who has bobbed
her hair.”

15 YBARS AGO

lhy 7, 1942
“For the first time in its his-
tory, the City of Birmingham is
to get a share of State gas and
weight tax money amounting to
nboul $6,000. h is earmarked for

street maintes e,

b igy

“The Mineral Salt Water Pool
03 | Corp., of Birmingham has filed ar-
s | ticles of incorporation at Lansing.
Sounds interesting.”

“Marriages may be made in
heaven, but man is respon-
sible for the maintenance
work!”

Gifts and
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on earth

Regular p:

ate and des

BOOKS s

137 W. MAPLE
NEW STORE HOURS:
Mon. thru Sat. — 9 AM - 5:!

On this day, your Gift p

Carnation, [ hite Lilac and Yram.

"GIFTS
. STATIONERY — ENGRAVING

Cards
Jfor Mother

Sunday, May 12th

d as a silent
and remembrance, will let your best friend
ow that she is uppermost in your heart.

Choose your gift of Cologne from our complete stock
of Mary Chess; a special for Mother’s Day for $1.50*%,

e $3.00. Unusual scents: Tapestry, Strategy,

*Plus excise tax

|
We are showing many gifts that you will find appropri-
irabl

irable.
L]

Special attention will be yivnn‘h children .
desiring to make their purchases here. !vory-

hing will be wrapped as a gift.




