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A Free, Responsxble and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Gov. Williams Responds Naturally

Demands upon Michigan's ever-shrink-
ing State Treasury have caused the Re-
publican dominated Legislature to look to
beer, whiskey, and heaven-knows-what-
else sources of taxation to relieve the
situation.

The G.O.P. says in 1958 Michigan w1l|
have to look to a new corporation profits
“tax or income tax (or could it be both?)
to fill the State's coffers. An income tax
will require an amendment to the State’s
Constitution. It has been voted on twice
'before, and each time defeated.

If presented again, it might carry
since the preponderance of voters in Mich-
igan appear to favor the Governor Wil-
liams economic formulae as answers to
vexing tax problems. Most certainly the
people will oppose an increase in sales tax
—knowledge of which keeps the Legisla-
ture from upping the present three per
cent rate.

6? ONE THING, we think, you may be

sure: Governor Williams is dead set on a
struggle to win his party’s nomination in
11960 for the Presidency. He believes that
the majority of voters still like the New
and Fair Deal philosophy . . . and so long
as he's Governor of the Wolverine State
he intends to play.-a vigorous game of
politics to achieve his ambition.

That his brand of economics eventually
leads to Socialism and ultimate govern-
mental bankruptey will not deter him . . .
driven, as he is, not only by his own fa-
natical urge for political place, but equally
by the forces of labor, with its Reuthers
and Scholles and- similar unionists.

Basically, the Governor is a nice chap
- but now he responds to the “call of the

wild . . ."—and it is such a eall, when one
to hear the voices of
Iegiona of American voters . . . voices cry-

ing out for succor from any source, even
though it be the Source of Civic & Eco-
nomic Doom!

I From The Eccentric's

On a recent television show Adlai Ste-
venson solemnly declared he thinks an
administration that tells the people “all
is well in the Mid-East”, and then awaits
events that prove to the world that such
is not the case, is a bad one for the Amer-

n people. He was criticizing Tke's poli-

, together with those of Secretary of
Sta¥e. Dulles. No doubt Adlai is quite right

. but he so easily overlooked what Har-
ry S. Truman said just a month before he
sent American troops into Korea for a
“police action.” Both Harry and his then
Secretary of State Acheson told our na-
tion, and the world, that “We are closer
to neal peace than we have been for many

years”.! Adlai, why should the pot call
the kettle black?

‘Wisconsin’s late U.S. Senator Joseph R.
McCarthy was -only. 48 when the Grim
Reaper removed him from the nation’s
political scene. His voice was raised
against Communism in this nation, within
or without official government. That was
good . . . though one well may question
the methods Joe pursued to win public ac-
claim. He did possess the basic qualities
of the crusader . . . though his pattern
included the demagogue within it. It was
too bad for all concerned that he could
not bé more statesman-like as he sought
to shake Commies from their real . or
imagined hiding wherever he went,

. We must applaud the convictions ut-'

“tered by the University of Michigan's
president, Harlan H. Hatcher, when he

Point of View...

declared that dependence upon federal aid
for public education will bring bureaucrat-
ic controls from Washington, D.C. The*
Ann Arbor educator properly argues that
school monies should be raised within our
State of Michigan. He reminds his audi-

ence that for every dollar Michigan re- |

ceives from Washington it first had to
pay about $1.56 in taxes to Washington.
These federal grants come from the peo-
ple first; Washington, D,C., it should
never be forgotten, doesn’t produce a
nickel’s worth of taxable wealth itself.
Oh, if only Michigan had leaders who
would sound the clarion call for State self-
dependence, self-reliance, when it comes
to education, roads, and other basic needs!

Personally, this newspaper believes that
President Eisenhower sincerely wants to
do well by his people . . . regardless of po-
litical parties, too. All that Tke needs to
do in order to achieve more of his sincere
desires is to learn how to carry out the
responsibilities of his sacred job. By this
time he ought to know that nothing es-
poused by Democrats that he may try
will please them—for it is the nature of
competitive partisan politics always to
discredit the oppbsition's words and acts.
Ike, too, ought to know by this time that
most Republicans in and out of Congress
don’t want him to turn into a New or Fair
Dealer. Really, then, Ike is finding it more
difficult to win world peace and world
prosperity, than to win a bloody interna-
tional world war.

oN! '

Some weeks from now, two Birming-
ham high school seniors will return to
their respective homelands, {convinced
more than ever that their school year
here has shown how a diplomatic career
would enable them to make a personal
contribution toward world peace.

Eighteen-year-old Hely Heldenstein will
be returning to Luxembourg City, in the
little dutchy of Luxembourg, while Tomaz
Fonseca, 17, will be en route to Qascais, 16
miles south of Lisbon, Portugal.

These two are in Birmingham because
of the American Field Service student ex-
change program, and the local high school *
students whose money-raising efforts pro-
vided an impertant share in financing these
two foreign visitors. |

e |

MOST LUXEMBOURGERS, Hely says,
can speak four languages — German,
French, English, besides Luxembourgish.

“But they can write only three of them,
for there is no written Luxembourgish,”
she explains.

One of the important differénces she
has noticed betweén her country and the
United States is that at home, the state
controls education.

“I like the way it is controlled by the
community- in America,” she says.

On her way to the States, along with
several hundred other ASF stu-

NATURE NOW by Lydia King Frehse
e ———— Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Park Dedicates
Nature Center

|

| journeyed to Kensington Metropolitan Park for the dedica-
| tion of its new Nature Center. Orchards were set with prim
‘bouquers of pink and white. Swallows dipped over meadows
| bright with new grass and flowers. Warblers sang in tree

Spring was unfurling her banners on every hand, as we/|

‘tups suddenly clothed in the freshest of greens,

Because we worked for so many\
happy hours with children where |
A nature center was the oulzmwth’

of ﬁeld trips and out-of-door expe- |

we were thrilled -nm the»
lea:

among the permanent residents.
| This morning the tree-tops were
alive

with _migrating warblers
wrhich

, together  with gnldﬂneh

eduullonal vem.ure

THE ATTRACTIVE building is
of contemporary design situs .ud‘
in an oak forest association bor.
dering a pond. The doors open to
an assembly room with fireplace
which serves as a meeting place for |
groups using the nature trail

and serve a
observation:
third room,
workshop, i lanned for the use |
of leaders and teachers. Here is an |
excellent opportunity for schools

and clubs to implement their na-
fure “and consetvaiion programs
‘wllh first hand ont-of-door expe- |

nces.

Addklonul lelluru uhrduhsd to
attract both organiza-
tional mup-. “will be c colnred mov-
ies and slides lo illustrate talks

d to foste
discussion  on
the many as-
pects of plant
and animal life

field trip |
ties. The |
ry and |

|
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Suburban Sidelights by Neil

‘The prize? Your father probably

ate it again!

‘| to mlng. that are.”

which abound in

the park.

The nature

center is_sur-
nd

Mrs. Frehse

over for thousands of waterfowl
during the spring and fall mi

tion it is named “Wildwin,

Here, several years ago, your
unhe Saw her first American

 hipmunk, squirrel, ~ muskrat,
red fox and white tailed deer

| white a

u, cuckoo “and thrath lent thelr
voices to make a woodland sym-
phony.

ALL ABOUT us the forest w
unfolding its three-storied beauty.
Here tall oaks are interspersed
with such companions as maple,
clm. basswood and hickory to form

woodland canopy. In addition to

ny tree seedlings such shrubs
as prickly ash, wild currant, spice-
bush and sumac comprise the un-
der-story layer. And there was no
lovelier ‘sight abroad on this May
morning Uhan dotens of blossoming
their flowers shining
st the dark bark and
bnghz leaves of the over-story
| tree:

e white trillium stole the show
among the ground-cover plants, its
blooms nodding with the weight of

oftly falling rain. The uncoiling
fiddle-heads of ferns lined the
streams and marshes and the prim-
itive lichens and mosses made a

| vari-colored carpet of green for |

| spring’s growing.

FOUR WELL marked Nature'

Trails begin at ;:. Nature Center

gns emphasizing ecolog-
ical ideas which are frequently
more meaningful to both children
and adults than the mere nunln‘
of a plant or animal.

We hope you will all visit Ken.
sington rk’s Nature Center in
the near future. You may explore
on your own or arangements may
be made for a naturi guide to
tccompany your group by calling

Park naturalists are
lso uvnlhble for talks before your

school or club groups during the |

winter months.

Birming|

-Happenings of Long Ago

Bits Of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The &tellrk-.
The Items n._:_.l'hh Up The Historical Backgrou:

ham Of Today.

50 YEARS AGO |
May 24, 1907 i
“The Buster Brown Shuggers |
have gained another victory, ‘thi
one being over Southfield by t
score of § to 4. A peculiar feature
was that the Southfield team had
two pléyers old enough to be ma:
ried ‘and one high school player.”
PR
“More than one Birmingham
merchant bewails the metropolitan
mail order house. We have even
heard business men object to free
Toral deli ery because of the fact
that farmers are no longer obliged
to come to town for their mail
and have easy facilities for trading
by mail. Such a position is as
shameful as it is ussless. The rural
delivery is & n to a great
ople, 'nm e 1t
prompt to ad-
St Boeir st meet condi-
tions should not worry you so
tnl tly, Mr. Birmingham Merchant,
t it lhould teach you something.
of thinking about things
ve been, turn your thoughts | ™

30 YEARS AGO
May 26, 1927
Announcement of plans for a
new United Presbyterian church in

to :ut aj mximul
lW.D!gh“. p Rov’

ite will
ol !hn plans will then be worked

“A new police car is pressed
linto servie today following its
| purchase by the village. The car,
which has six cylinders, is consid-
ered one of the fastest on the
roads. 1t will be used to transport
prisoners to the county jail and
for investigation work.”

“Definite action on the naming
of a location for the new fire sta-
tion is promised at the village com-
mission meeting to next

esday ni; A resolution pro-
posed last Monday which provided
that the village manager xrrange
to relocate the present villa
fices so the fire station coud ot
cupy that site was defeated b;
vote of five to two.

15 YEARS AGO
May 21, 1942
‘Birmingham's new 500,000 ‘II-

lnn ‘water tank is completed,
for use, and what’s more, it's plkl
for! Monday night the commission

made final payment of the
$89,000 structure near Hunter bou.
levard, using funds accumulated
in the Water Department.”

e
“This wanderer is surprised by

the boldness of some youngsters,
After more than

eked u bi
Detaic | heea-at oty Mame, thres ¢ Bala:

'|n lnd six at Barnum, last Fri.

dents, she attended shipboard -classes
“where they told us some American slang
words, and about things like hotdogs and
hamburgers.”

THE ENGLISH TAUGHT IN Luxem-
bourg schools is the real st — Ox-

fordian.

“Your schools here are so frjendlv. 80
pleasant,” the keen young lady points out.
“Teenagers are accepted more by the
United States. At home, kids are kids, and
adults are adults. There is no mixing of
the two.”

Fonseca, who is “Tom” to his Birming-
ham classmates, is in the States because
he wanted a weekend trip to Lishon as a
relief from schedules at the Portugese
boys’ school he was attending.

HE APPLIED FOR the ASF written

examination, which he knew was only ad-
ministered |in Lisbon.

“When I got a letter months later that
I had been accepted, I thought it was
either a mistake or a joke,” Tom explains,

He arrived in the States with long hair
and sideburns, which is quite acceptable
in Portugal.

“But I found I was being mistaken for
Elvis Presley so I went right away and
had them cut off,” he says. (Tom sports
a crew cut) “My mother probably will
kill me when I get home!”

On his ship on the way over, the ad-
visors put on a little play of “Life in
America” as one way of orienting the
new arrivals.

e

TOM TELLS ABOUT IT: “There is a
father, who comes to breakfast, puts his
feet on the table, starts reading his paper
and shouts for coffee. Then brother comes
down. He is dirty face, hair uncombed,
clothes not neat. Then sister, who is look.
ing in a small mirror all the time. Then
mother, who tries to get father to have
the kids eat breakfast.

“I have found this is not quite true. The
father does not put his feet on the table!”

Tom wasn’t here long before the presi-
dential election campaign got into full
swing.

He recalls: “I couldn’t get used to Adlai
Stevenson going around the country and
cnucmng President Eisenhower. As I sat
in front of TV watching Adlai, I kept say-
ing, ‘Boy, if you were in Pnrtuxal you'd
be out of circulation real fast!

e

AND AS HE GOES HOME to begin
studies that he hopes will lead him into
the Portugese foreign service, he says,
“While I have been here, I have found
you Americans are not like the movies
portray—divorces, spoiled, criminals and
such. I hopé when I get home T will be a
good ambasgador for Uncle Sam!”

He will be. So will Hely.

And theit Birmingham classmates will
be good ambassadors of Luxembourg and
of Portugal{

The world thus is a bit smaller. Which
is to say it has become a bit closer.

ding gifts, b

The Welcomed
Wedding Gifr

We do not purvey just gifts, as such. When it comes to Wedding Gifts
our long years of experience, together with our large collection of out-

TN

d—that your gift will be

assurs;
welcomed.

BOOKS -2 GIFTS
STATIONERY — ENGRAVING
137 W. MAPLE

NEW STORE HOURS:
Mon. thru Sat. — 9 AM-5:30 PM

And because it is so \"ery important that Wedding Gifts be immediately
successful and then :herislle_d for years afterwards we urge, always, the
kind of gift bound to be welcomed with genuine gral

efulness!

N\

Ln Belles
(% C

« Each member of our organ-
ization is & part of a closely-
knit group that functions ulrt
ciently and promptly.

® This blending of |nhre-ﬁ
and skill assures you that b |
need will be met.

Dedicated to Serv%ce




