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Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Passport to

“Quni Caoddlmg Youth”

As, everyone who rendn or listens to
news accounts knows,' juvenile crime has
become a problem of grim dimensions in
this country.

A leading authority, J. Edgar Hoover,
of the FBI, has devoted 3 signed editorial
to it in a recent issue of that,organi
tion’s law enforcement bulleti 8
'}lecent happenings in juvenile cnme

shatter the illusion that soff-hearted mol-
-coddling is the answer to this problem.” |
And he asks, “Are we to stand idly by
while fierce young "hoodlums—too often
and too long harbored under the glossy
misnomer of jll\'enllr‘ delinquents—roam
our 'streets and des our communi-
tieés? If we do, America might well witness
a resurgence of the brutal minality and
mobsterism of a pmxt ers

MR. HOOVER nlm (h'mnlh hes the idea,
held by some people, that there isn't any

Urges FBI Chief

more juvenile crime than there used to be
—that it’s just better publicized. In the
past four years, the ‘population of 10-17
vear olds has risen 10 per cent. In the
same time, arrests of individuals in that
age bracket have increased at twice the
rate. |

Finally, Mr. Hoover makes a strong
case against the common custom of not
publishing the names of young criminals.

As he puts it, “Publicizing the names as
well as crimes for public scrutiny, release
of past records to appropriate law enforce-
ment officials ‘and fingerprinting for fu-
ture identification are all necessary pro-
cedures in the war on the flagrant vio-

‘ lator, regardless of age.”

We have tried the soft-hearted ap-
proach, and it has failed. In the name of
self-preservation, Hoover argues that it
is time to toughen up.

Prisoneérs Out-Debate Cambridge University Team

Opportunity

NATURE NOW

by Lydia King Frehse
Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Regidents of Birmingham, who are now
paying $470, 738 a year for postal services,
may be chargéd considerably more in the
Aear future,

That will happen if the bill, now before
Congress, to increase mail rates by $462
million, wins approval.

The local share of this boost, which
amounts to more than 18 percent, is esti-
mated at $88,300.

e

THE ADMINISTRATION HAS called
for_the scaling up of ratés in order to re-
duce the. operating deficit under which
the Post Office Department labors éach
year. In the present fiscal year its reve-
nues will total $2,501 million but its op-
erating costs will run $483 “million above
that figure.

Under the pending legislation, most of
that deficit would be eliminated by in-
creasing the price of stamps. First-class

mail, which takes 3. cents now, would go
to 4 cents, Post cards would rise from 2
cents to 3 cents. Air mail letters would go
from 6 to 7 cents énd air mail cards, from
4 to 6 cents.

Rates  for second-class mail, chiefly
newspapers and magazines, and for third-
class matter, such as advertising materials

ONE_ THING OR ANOTHER By George Win. Averil

for stamps and other postal services in
the year, as shown by the Post Office De-
partment’s recently issued figures, would
rise to $559,000 under the new schedule.
This presumes that mail comprises
averdge propombns of |first, second and
third-class ‘matter.

Many Congressmen are elearly in favor
of an increase. They feel, with Postmaster
General Arthur Summerfield, that the
higher rates are. “past. due and sorely
needed.” 3 %

There are others, however, who are
wary. Some of them asked witnesses a\
House committee hearings whether the
increase in first-class 'mail would not be
used to offset partly the hugé deficits en-
countered in other categories.

oo

STILL OTHER CONGRESSMEN think
that there should be a decision, before
any. increases are granted, as to just what
extent the postal service should be run as
a business and to what exent as a public
service.

Do you have any perqqnnl opinions on
how your postal service should be fi-
nanced ?

Senators Charles Potter and Pat Me-

N . / 0 and small parcels, would also be increased. Namara and Representative William
Suppdse you were ed to debate the have a deeper understanding of this ques- I he Seed Nature S Parcel post, however, would be unaf- Broomfield would like to know them.
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of us gn the outside,
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accept? Which side of this question would Incj dentnl]v, the prison team was sup- y THE $470,738 SPENT in Birmingham lmemg‘_"“y
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Cambridge is one of the oldest and most
‘amous universities in the world, and only
bright young_men get on its debating
team.

f-partisan, research organization, at Ir-
vington-on-Hudson, New York.
. Good thinking often has gone on behind
prison bars. Some of the world’s greatest
men have written in prison. For example,
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The seed is a magical and effi- |
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Prison Colony of Massachusetts! The
prisoners won! They argued that the ad-
vance toward the Welfare State was.a bad
thm¥ for society.

Epistles.

Add Gandhi, Thomas Paine, Sir Walter
Raleigh, Daniel Defoe, O. Henry, William
Lloyd Garrison, and many others.

Some of us outside prison walls are pri-

earth.
ALTHOUGH A SEED looks

dead it is very much; alive, for
whether you hold in ynur hand a

tiny mustard seed or a large cocoa-
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Bits OF News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Fecentric—
The Items That Make Up The Historical Background
Of The Birmingham Of Today.

l’ersonaltty Test

Suburban Sidelights by Neil

50 YEARS AGO “An option is held today by the

T s 12 ——m—-—q - May 4, 1907 Birmingham - Community House
. “A good chance for a man to |executive board on the lot at the
make money. The Birmingham |northwest corner of Bates and

% Steam Laundry is for ‘sale, good|Townsend streets, which is being
. reaspns for selling. See the considered favorably as a site for

Hammond. Only laundry in |[the proposed new Community
» House building,”
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This town needs a society for the

preverition of eruelty to animals.

Twice last week horses were seen

on our street that were a diggrace.

An old junk.dealer wi a 'heavy

load started for Det with a

| horse that could hardly stand, One

man tried to stop him but found

: | we h-dmo Juw vgny not_have the

g the law that goes
R g A R wlth

i 'L “Residents on Hctte street,
the far south, are' anxfous for
3 a new cement walk, and with the |#djacent areas will be sub.

! addition of four new home to be |t0 @ house-to-house campaign May
| built at the mnth end, one of them |11, 12, and 13, the purpose of which
'to cost at least $5000 and over |i% to obtain personal pledges {rom
we don't think that our village | Citizens to spend for
dads will see the new citizens wade | 8tion 8% much as ten pereent of

in mud_ very long.” their incomes for War Stamps and

15 YEARS AGO
April 30, 1942

“If you are driving a horse dur-
ing an alarm, you must drive to
the side of the street and tie the
horse and vehicle to a post or other
object. Then you must hurry
shelter.”

“In u‘corrdnu:e wllll a_national
plan  projected by
Department of the Umled Sta
Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills and

Rose.a.by '

Heirlooms of tomorrow }or you to-
day. Hand-| blown crystal in one of

ftostoria
\!

)

A bold Rose motif, entirel hand cut,
partly frosted and partl: polished to rock-crystal bril-
liance. You'll love it yourself, or know the pleasure of
giving something -truly fine. Come seé our open-stock
selection of handcrafted Fostoria crystal . . . téday.
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“That a woman -ould be wel- |improvement from West Mlple m
comed on_the village commission |Willits will be extended another

of Blrmlnullnm by the members |week so' that the " Sal
thereof is evidenced by the opin- | sessment dhmct. can | 7 ad Plate -
g B it e B Goblet

nmninz for office. Mrs. H." Hal-
| Bren qualified for the office
{ 'of commissioner and. is the. first
woman in ermmyhnm to  seel
that office.”
‘

| “When the State Logislature and
|the Grand Trunk Railway agree
upon the:new location of the: rail-
tracks_the actual work of
aring up Woodward avenue and
the laying of the new pavement
to.comply with the 100-foot. width
will taks place. Thia la¢ expacted
, Within three weeks.”
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PONTIAC -POTTERY

2099 8. Telegraph
2 Miles North of Devon Gables

on ‘l‘ekgnph ¥ Mile North of Sq. Lake Rd.
Open Daily and Sunday 10-8
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