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Revenue Not Chief Reason For Parking Meters

The public presumes that parking met-
ers are installed, basically, to bring about
a turn-over in the use of such public space
by motorists. A secondary consideration
is, of course, the revenues that accrue. In
Birmingham, meters originally were
stalled on a penny-for-12-minutes ba
Presumably, the same formula was used
in most other commu 5

As time went on it was decided that
the use of pennies should be supplanted
with a nickel, for one hour. In Birming-
ham, as in other cities, the public is
reconciled to the nickel, even though but
a penny or two worth of time is con-
sumed frequently.

THIS RESULTS, THEN, in some unex-
pired time for the next motorist who
appears on the scene—in which case he
gets the parking for fr

However, it must be remembered that
on previous occasions this second motorist

has provided unexpired time for others,
too. So the situation generally evens itsell
out. There a turn-over in parking and
the city gains money for the time that a
nickel buy

Recently we have read about a mnew
gadget being offered to communities which
automatically will cuncel out unexpired
time when the original paying motorist
drives away. It works on an electronic eye
principal. Its manufacturers argue that its
use will increase revenues, which we do
not doubt.

IF, HOWEVER, PARKING METERS
are to be used dominantly for revenue
purposes, then why not double or triple
the parking fee? This could be done with-
out the expense of buying and installing
this new gadget.

We join other local citizens in the hope
that our city commission will not resort to
this covetous method to increase finances
in the city treasury.

Familly Of Five Owes Gov't. $10,000.00

Directly, or indirectly, it averages out
that every man, woman and child in the
United states paid out $608 in taxes to-
ward the support of federal, state and lo-
cal governments during 1956.

The average family of five owes these
governmental units about $10,000; to be
exact, each person owes $1939.00. Inter-
est alone on the debt amounts to $206 an-

nually per family of five.

Admittedly, it will be impossible to pare
down the military expenses, but consider-
able savings can be effected in other cate-
gories—but only if taxpayers contact their
public officials, and also cease, through
ask for more sub-

“pressure groups”, to

sidies, aids and grants,

ﬂ From The Eccentric's

People are wonderful! A cat climbed
a 60-ft. power line tower down in Scran-
ton, Pa., a few days ago: on her way up
she brushed past a wire carrying 000
volts. Neighbors who saw the cat, got in
touch with the power company. It sent
men up to place rubber over nearby wires
so the cat, in its descent, would not get
electrocuted. The men even sought to en-
tice the cat down with a basket of fish.
Finally, the cat came down 10 feet and
then jumped to the ground, unhurt. Con-
siderable time and money spent to save
this cat ... even though it's rumored it has
nine liv

When asked: “What w 1
Compact”, the pupil confidently a
“A bunch of flowers that bloom in May

One of the greatest of literary feat
to write a sentence wherein no word in the
sentence has any bearing on the thought
presumed to be set forth in it.

Several of us, all past the half century
mark, were discussing “those good, old
days " (which often were not so good
as memory suggests) and some one asked:
“Remember how most of our generation,
and certainly those before us, referred to
parents as *Ma’ and ‘Pu’? Seems that only

Point of View... |

in the past score of years or so have ‘Dad-
dy” and ‘Mommy’ come into popular kiddy
use.” We all agreed that this seems true

. and, so far as the change is concerned,

some may think that “Daddy” and “Mom-
my" may sound more affectionate, while
others realize that “Pa” and  though

not <o euphonious. can express filial devo-
tion.

‘ |
' So They Say...
Ngo Dinh Deim, President of South Viet
Nam:
“Whether peace will prevail in 1957 de-
pends on how strong and watchful the free

world will be in regard to the Communist
bloc.”

Alfred M. Gruenther, General,
retired:
“No nation, even th
defend itself unaided.”

U. S. Army,

United State:

can

Dache, glumor expert:

We have in America today what is
truly a golden age for women, and only a
woman who is & mule will refuse to make
the most of it.”
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Sidelights
On Suburbia :

by Neil
Station Break

NEIL McGOW
makes up store window
designs for a living. For
fun he likes to draw,
cartoons especially. His
udio” usually is the
kitchen table at 2534
Buckingham,  Birming-
ham, where his wife, El-
len, and sons Brian, 8,
Bruce, 6, and Michael, 4,
like to peer over his
shoulder to see what Dad
is drawing now. Th
week The Birmingham
Eccentric presents the
first of his cartoons in
which you probably will
“see” a suburban friend
or neighbor,

OQRAND TRUNK
STATION

_ body
1l

A Bredk in

the News

NATURE NOW

Special

By Lydia King Frehse

Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Fur-Bearing King
Is Lowly Muskrat

| m .
| Those of you who spent your boyhood in the ru

west need no introduction to ol
muskrat,

Chances are that many of you
knew him intimately through the
| discipline and the thrill of running

the frigid darknes
to make your
througgh the
<low-moving

m

and skill in tra
| determine the nigl

SOMETIME: o bhack to
lyour  waiting t o empty
|handed. On a morning you
might return a' half dozen
rats slung shoulder.

Ince or twice

before

for
e »I\ 1" for schaal.
it .vr musk
ed in

ou .uuM
Wh.

aut-of-doors. You were running
your first business and the jingle
of silver in your pucket was music
to your ears.

SKRAT is a rodent, a
of that great wroup of
{ all th

Kharacterized by their long in.
cisors which gr
the root as they
constant_usage.

“agile in the
land. His Ioo«]) n\mh‘ cony

1l mid-
wrer, the

ir number one fur-b

house of grass, cattails and rushes
15 placed 1 a
ing stream. It may
Wiic ‘and three or four feet high,
with several underwater entrances
amber above

R 1T the muskrat may con-
struct platforms of grass
v\hu h he

nd roots
uses while feeding or as
stations to defend him-
air borne predators like
borne

A
where
young are

s are abroa
swimming and feedin
ice. They augment their
of cattails, grasses and roo

winter,
er the

clams, dead fish and any other
available atic life,
When March thaws crack the

er banks are

twelve y m;' are born
May followed by two or
litters. Within _three

qung are self-sufficient
they are ready to rear
a f..uml) of their own.

WITH SUCH fecundity each
state .regulates its own trapping
a maximum har-

n the highest popula-
in acordance with the

tion level

food supply.
\lumm\ pelts reached a peak
of value in 19 when they sold
for five to six dollars. rices
led o Serious reduction of the
muskrat population so that a one
month trpping scason was intru:
uced i tra month
Alowed i the Lake Erie marshes
sinee 1930,
Michigan produces about 63
000 pelts annually with an estimat
- ed value of some $ Vari-
ously treated, clipp dyed
the: sold under high
. sounding names as plucked beaver,
Hu seal and river mink. But

ame the beauty and du-
¥ of these pelts have made
t “ly muskrat our most valu.
able fur-bearer.

Bits Of News Gleaned From
Items That Make Up T
Of The Birming

Happenings of Long Ago

()ld Files Of The Eccentric—
Historical Background
hnm Of Today.

\ 50 YEARS
March 8,
| “Mrs. Frayne has started
first Kindergarten school in Ro)
k and we wish her success. Ch
ris formed in the child by
£ 10. Good training
ool

the

nt
carly years bears fruit at
maturity or before.

“Some genius has invented
new kind of paper that will crum-
ble and go to pieces a short time
after it has been written on. It
is especially recommended to peo-
ple with the love letter habit who
dread breach of promise suits.”

“The ladies of the duncing clasy
will give a ‘topsy-tur

Friday, March 13, to which all the
young ‘men of the dancing class
are cordially invited.”

an original appearance if you
would be smart. Study yourself in
the glass, then arrange your scarf |
a different way, wear your flower
n a new place, twist chiffon into
a bow and attach it to your dress—
your shoulder, waist, low on your
skirt.”

“The bobbed hair craze threw
out of work more than 16,000
Chinese women who were formerly
employed uuknu: hair nets.”

$775 rnuld buy you a sport
roadster, sedan or coupe style au- |
tomobile in the new longer, lower |
lines, with colors ranging'|

from Beverly blue and black to

Cherokee gra;

15 YEARS AGO

March 5, 1942
Che war has not brought to a
the building of large houses
Birmingham. During Februa
iits were  granted _for
es each averaging )
¢, and for one home valued at

“A special election to determine |

whether more money shall be
raised to preserve the schools will
be held in two months. . .

“ estrian crossing the
boulevard at east Maple cortainly
gets no break, When the light is
green, he can barely get to the
center before it is red again. Then
he must wait if he does not wish
|to jaywalk until more traffic comes
! on Maple and trips the mechanism
The State controls the timing on
these lights.”

The Old Tlmer‘

“Some people say the best
way to stop the noise in the
car is to let her drive!”

“can servicemen who returned from vari

A grave injustice was done by Ameri-

ous World War II theaters of war with
stories that the American Red Cross had
sold cigarettes and coffee and doughnuts
to military personnel.

That ugly distortion of fact for more
than 10 years has cropped up at Red Cross
fund campaign time to hinder its progress.

The Red Cross repeatedly has tried to
explain the real picture:

Cigarettes were marked “Red (re
Not to Be Sold"” and were designed as gifts
to people in foreign lands. These cigarettes
would arrive overseas, where some were
diverted to military PX’s in place of serv-

ice cigarettes which had been deluyved
or sunk at sea.
LATER ON THE SERVICES gave an

equal number of cartons which were dis-
tributed free to the foreigners.

As for the coffee and doughnuts—Gen-
eral of the Army George Marshall asked
the Red Cross NOT to give (hv coffee and
‘nuts free to U.S. servicemen. That, Mur-
shall felt, only would aggravate service-

ies who never had the
d were not paid
cemen, either. So M
shall z\eked th.n a nominal charge be made.

To U.S. Red ('ross headquarters recent-
v came an unsolicited letter from an ex-
sailor in Texas. He is Arch Aplin, Jr., who
said the veterans who spread these re-
ports now should try their best to help
right the wrong.

IF YOU HAVEN'T SEEN IT elzewhere,
vou might like to see what Aplin wrote:

“We veterans who were sold o
“Red Cro stamped on them du
1l und we veterans who | coffee and
ghnuts in the Red Cross Canteens during
d War Il have done the Red Cro sruve
injustice, unknowingly, but now it seems to me it
is time we assumed this responsibility of carry
ing the ball in restoring the good
we felt it was our responsibility to
at the end of the war and spread the
lu;\ ng the cigarettes, coff

“It has been explained to

ettes with

e World Ws

were s

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George ‘1"}1- Averdll

why these/incidences ocﬂn‘rrd It /has begn ex-
plained fepeatedly how /the cigarettes we
switched/at times and wHy our U.S. Goyernme!
insisted’ that coffee ang/ ‘:)neughmn.i\ be ‘o:: rath-
er than given away. (Fo better relatigns between
the Allies) T A w
artaime cal nnderstand thess reAsone/
They are logh'll and just, rm sire if ywe
riown about them at the time this n-lppluug
threat to the R wouig’ not. néw e
we Jack fro
World War 1l /how many peop1e )..v« we told uf
these supposed injustices.

How mapy timed have ive scafred the Rel
Cross becaise we/ thought we /were/ injustly
treated? How mghy timés hav It
crowd and slurred the Red Cross becsise we' felt
they hag abused’us ?

THAT WE/KNOW these werd neithér
excused nor ggod reasons for downing this

. we sliould fyel obligated/to balgnce
le 6f justice, at léast by goimg back and
ling thiese pegple the reasons for these inci-

CNOW

zood

mvgh .m}\ sides of the/argunfent.
“Wh You say e can't! You say’we don't
W pfany people we haye told/our story

voi can help stop this terrib
uhderstanding that is consGming /and interfi
fing with the gtraight thinking of our peopls
th<e United States,

can give Red Créss the credit it
in bying an organization’ made;up to help Amere
ienits in n..u of emergencies. whether the emer.
5 veterans ‘started
this nyly Ball to rolling and only we can stapiit
{uml\!unn\u\z our principles of helping onr
neighbors. /

“I'M CERTAIN OUR ENEMIES of lhf:wur)d
are pleased with the dissension  that
Shery timy we are mot/ unifeg we are

erable

Thmkm).' it veterans, we MH‘ started,
<omething that bls weakened bur pgovle by giv/
excuse for not, helping their fellow
n should feel Reavy on our
s impossible to spenk to anyone
rd our stpry abaht the cigaréttes,s/
sughnuts.
thorough jéb. Cin we do surh
horough job in restoring Ulis bad will we have
Surely we can congince as many pebple
sons behind these episodgs as
convinegd them there wete in
ese ‘acts. /We should ‘be u( lon\l

that ther
thorough

it < in
willing to try!

\uh Hartwel Aplin, Jr,
Freeport s

9
arth Afeida,

Aleutiang,

Served in he fol

during \\nrm War 11:
K yhal, Okinawa,

and lh(11|)|v|n1N

/ S

/ /o
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BRAHMS
SYMPHONY NUMBER ONE
IN € MINOR
Eduard Van Beinum conducting

the Concertgebouw Orchestra of

INDON

RECORDS ,
LONG PLAYING 33 RPM /|

MOZARY

SYMPHONY l\'l'M’BER FORTY /
IN G .VIL\'OR (K.550) / /
SYMPHONY NUMBER THIRTY/
THREE IN B/FLAT MAJOR
(K.319)

Karl Munchifger condutting the’

Ataulfo Argenta rondmlmg
L'Orchestre de la Suisse Ro-
mande.

LL. 1

408 N. Woodward

Amsterdam. Vienna Phitharmonic Orchestrd.
LL. 490 LL. 1285 /
TCHAIKOVSKY BEETHOYEN /,." i
MP] HOVY hl ‘"“’R FOUR SYMPHONY NUMBER F,‘VB
IN C MINOR  /

(4 blocks North of Mapl-)

Erich Kleiber tonduoﬁnz the
Concertgebouw Orc}(esll'a of
Amsterdam.

LL. 911 /

', the RECORD CORNER

“The Little White House on the Hill"




