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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracys First Line of Defense

If We Had TVA Instead of Detroit Edison .. .. ..

An example of the difference vetween a
public and a privately operated utility is
shown in the case of the Detroit Edison
Co., which in January turned over to cities,
townships and villages in Southeastern
Michigan the sum of $18,900,000 in taxes.

If the Edison Company's customers
were being served by a government-owned
utility, such as TVA, these taxes would
not have gone into the various treasuries
of these units. In fact, such a TVA would
be operated on a deficit basis—and the
deﬂcit would have to be made up by the

entire nation’s taxpayers, from every
state in the union.
This is exactly what is being done

wherever the federal government does op-
erate utilities. To be sure, the locally serv-
ed customers do get electric power cheap-
er—but at the cost of millions of people
who never get a nickel’s worth of the
current.

This system, of course, is merely a form
Socialism.

t.mnx back again to the Edison Co., out
of its check for taxes the sum of $1,566,-
000 is paid into various Oakland County
communities served by this utility.

The Edison Co. operates as a privately
owned enterprise, owned by scores of
thousands of average people. It is, of
course, allowed to charge certain rates by
determination of the Michigan Public Serv-
ice Commission, which represents the
public.

Another tremendous value to Edison’s
customers is its well-known high level of
service . a type of service practically
unheard of where government owns and
operate a busin

Our country was founded and built upon
a free, competitive enterprise system. If
we want to credte ‘and.distribute more
abundance to all, Tet’s keep it that way!

“lke” Appears To Embrace Left-Wing Ideas

President Dwight D. Eisenhower seems
to be moving steadily to tHe left as he
begins his last term of office as President.
A close study of his major presentations
to Congress in the month of January, and
recent statements, shows the Presidert is
surprisingly close to the philosophies of
Democratic presidents who preceded him,
and who were considered New Dealers or
Fair Dealers, of very liberal administra-
tions.

The latest Eisenhower request is for
changing the nation’s immigration laws,
which were overhauled on few years
ago by two-thirds majorities in both hous-
es of Congress, in spite of a veto by
President Harry Truman.

Various minority groups and racial blocs
have been applying strong pressure to

break down the limits imposed on immi-
gration into the United States by the pres-
snt laws. And, in spite of laws, various
reasons have continually been found to
circumvent them and admit refugees, dis-
placed persons and so on, via special laws.
The President’s request for greater immi-
gration is somewhat similar to his request
for greater foreign aid and former Demo-
tic proposals which are now the main
is of the modern wing of the Republi-
cluding Mr. Eisenhower.

ba
can Party
All of which brings to mind the question

whether the Conservatives in this country,
ineluding a part of both major parties, will
not eventually be farced to unite and form
a party which will oppose the steady drift
to the left—a drift which is active and
apparent in both of the major parties
today.

Russia’s Soil Cannot Support lts People

Russia is having, and will continue to
have, a tough row to hoe in her efforts to
keep farm production abreast of her pop-
ulation increases, according to the belief
of a-University of Chicago professor, who
recently spoke at Ann Arbor.

Chauncy D. Harris, professor of geo-
graphy and dean of Chicago’s division of
social sciences, made the statement. He
points out that in all Russia there is fer-
tile land area only as large as North and
South Dakota and the lower wheat arcas

da’s prairie provinces.
act, no doubt, is one of the funda-
a’s rulers seek satel-

lite nations,
and robbed of their dgrlcu“.ul"d] produc-
tion.

Most certainly, of course, it is decreed
by the inexorable and universal laws of
justice that the satanic activities of the
Kremlin are ultimately to meet with dis-
aster and defeat.

From The Eccentric's

Citizens of Southfield township who ex-
pect the mere change of their govern-
mental status from township to city |n
bring them all the desired public se
they may want and need, will be disap-
pointed if they make this change on a

Point of View...

30-square-mile area basis. Especially if
they fail to up their taxes plenty. Thirty
square miles, most of it yet vacant prop-

erty, is a mighty cumbersome community
to handle to the economic satisfaction of
all concerned.
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Suburbun Sidelights by Neil

Paradise Lost

50 BUCKS A DAY,
AND YOURY HOME |
-$18KFOR OUR

‘Do-It’ Fad Hits Washington

King Frehse

Special Writer for The Burmingham Eccentric

Spring Heralds

Growing Season
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March 20 marked the spring solstice, the officiul beginning
of another growing season. The first robin has found the
first worm, horned larks forage along country lanes, the
cardinal greets the morning with his ringing “what cheer’
and all of life’s longing is in the
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“Mrs. Calvin Coolidge was pic-
tured at the main entrance of the
temporary White House, the Pat-
terson mansion. Moving was ac
complished with little inconvel
real White House
was put in the hands of repair
men.”

Standard brands—standard pric-
es—parking just 2 minutes from
your favorite stores in Birming-
ham.

“Work on Birmingham's new
motion picture theater on south
Woodward avenue, is going for-
ward today, in spite of the fact
that efforts are being made to ob-
tain an injunction against 100-foot
Woodward avenue in circuit court.”

“Plans are npldly m-lunn( for
the Fourth Annual Call of

“Maybe a woman who
does’t gossip doesn’t have
any friends to speak of.”

ONE THING OR ANOTHER B)' George Wi Averill

It was Friday morning. A good morn-
ing, compared to many we've had since
the first of the year.

And we were well into the preparation
of this week’s issue.

The phone of my desk rang. On the
other end of the line was a woman who
still was concerned with last week’s issue.

be quhmj(e(l to m-uzhboxhood ndlcu!e or
even reptisals,

IN MY ESTIMATION, shel.’could be
commended for writing the lefter to her
elected public officials. The froblem was
within' tHeir jurisdiction. Something can
he done dbout it. And the’muni p:\litv

She was very disappointed with The  the only logical and /practical mea
Eceentric. Or perhaps she was disgusted, through which any soliftion should be
or even mad in a suppressed, controlled ministergd. p
fashion. Far frpm fecling embar

woman should be proud she had exercised”
a democratic fyéedom. She had come
upon a problemy/*and had taken/it to .the
proper anthorities.

In morg thén a few countri
be imprly.nnu] for such action.
here. Nqt'in the United States.
nd what if the neighbors did ridfcule!’
at if they did embarrass! /So what?
To/stick to one's principles, 1o nne\

(Once in a while someone does react
this way, it must be admitted). It was
evident, however, she was: perturbed.

FINALLY I GOT HER to tell me more
of what this was all about:

It seems we had mentioned her name
in connection with a communication she W
had written to her municipal government

shesvould
But not

“Cottage cheese was advertised |

regarding a lo situation. convictiohs ix most difficylt, eyen in/pri-

s municipality’s elected officials had vate. But to let tham begome knowd pub-
placed t he letter on their agenda, and Jely m-lllu defend theny'in public /. . that
spent  considerable time at th next is (n.n.«;{mnh and is .ln be cho\‘rcd'
meeting discussing the problem, which

was common to the

areu Other day w

It wis apparent to me that. this woman mentioning the ity of I\Igml‘ in Natal,

was embarassed. She was believing—in- South Africa./ Doesn’t that make the
tlv, in this instance—that she might residents there Kloof-dwellers?
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| NEW ISSUE

Interest Fxempt From All Present Federal Incoma

Taxes and Michigan Intangibles Tax

$1,500,000

School District of the
City of Birmingham

i . Odakland County, Michigan

334% and 3'2% Bonds

| Dated April 1, 1957

Due June 1, as shown
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ree of the finest suburban country clubs likewiss
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