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B'ham School Electors Should
Extend Special Operating Levy

Birmingham school district electors
next Monday, March 25, will go to their
respective polling places to express their
opinion on whether the district’s special
operating millage should be extended an-
other five years.
~-As part of this expression, they will be
considering whether this special millage
should be increased 2.5 m over the
amount they have been paying the‘( st
five years.

In other words, the voter is being asked
to provide the school administration with
a total of 6 mills in addition to what will
be obtained from the school's portion of
the county tax limitation. This latter share
has ranged around 8 and 9 mills for some
years.

3

WHEN YOU GO to the polls next Mon-
day, The Birmingham Eccentric urges you
to vote “Yes” on the special 6-mill lev

Here is wh

Fifteen years ago, the type of school
education we in the Birmingham district
desired could not be financed entirely out
of the 15-mill limitation. School operat-
ing costs would exceed the & or 9 mills.

SO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT electorate
in 1942 approved a special operating levy
of 214 mills for the next five years.

In 1947, it granted another five-year ex-
tension, this time for 5 mills.

In 1952, the school district had grown
property valuation-wise, (m\l operating
costs had not risen as fast by comparison,
to the point where only a 3.5-mill special
levy was required. )

However, this February a special citi-
zens committee on education recopimended
that the expired levy be continued, not on-
ly for the previous mills, but with an
additional 2.5 mills, or a total this time of
6 mills

THIS COMMITTEE BRAVELY faced
its friends and neighbors in this recom-
mendation to urge that another, an addi-
tional $300,000 be voted to meet competi-
tion-in educational fields for the available

supply of teachers.

Birmingham's teaching salaries are by
no means the highest. Neither are they
the low But they are sufficiently on
the low side that the administration’s
teacher recruiting job is more difficult
than it should be to provide the educa-
tional standards the residents have felt

their Birmingham schools should main-
tain.

Too, the added 2.5 mills: will provide
some needed supervisory personnel and

procedures now lacking, but which are de-
sirable to bolster our basic educational
program.

THUS WE U R( 2 YOUR SUPPORT of
this new special operating levy.

One aspect of this election we'd like to
comment on:

We do not understand why the board of
education thought the voters could eval-
uate this important matter in only a lit-
tle over three weeks’ time. Public an-
nouncement was made Feb. 28 that the
special election would be held March 25.

It was difficult enough for The Eccen-
tric to evaluate the situation in this short
time. We can only imagine the reaction
of the average voter who is not as close
to the educational scene as is his local
newspaper.

of time, and now find t
and school admini; too, believe
additional time *should have been given.
3ut b in February, the dominant
thought w “Let’s see if we can have
the mote sion before the time our
teachers’ contracts are being
ussed.”

his negotiation customarily takes place
the last part of March or early April each
vear.

However, on behalf of ourselves and the
electorate, we'd like to suggest that next
time the board of education give all of us
more time.

But regarding next Monday's election,
we'd Ilkc to repeat: we hope you'll vote
“Yes"

I From The Eccentric's

That Birmingham’s distafl side can be-
come important in political affairs of
Michigan is in the fact that two
of them are candidates for the hoard of
regents of the Univ v of Michigan,
Mrs. Irene Ellis Murphy, Democrat, will
represent her party, while Mrs. Ethel J.
Watt will make her bid for votes as a
Republican. In the traditional language

evident

Point of View...

of all competitive games,
the best lady win.”

. and may

Now that Israeli troops have given way
to United Nations forces to control the
(iza strip, let’s hope that peace will reign
in that region. It will, eventually, require
more than mere force to maintain peace
between Israeli and those various Arab
states.

Thr Birminoham Eccentric

From
Bloomfield
Hills came
the portrait

of the
happy bird
at the right.
Artists at
MacManus,

John &
Adams, Inc.,
PRt 2 Michigan Week May 19-25
agency took
him—he's
Michigan’s official bird, remember—and
put those words around him to make him
the symbol of Michigan Week May 19-25.

\\R/}

The 10-cent candy bar, which used
to sell for 5 cents, now costs 15 cents.

This ought to be good news for the peo-
ple who go to movie theaters to eat pop-
corn (and incidentally see the movie):

There is no shortage of raw popcorn.

The Popeorn Processors Association has
just reported a 58-million-pound popeorn
surplus.

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Aterill

PPA executive secretary William E.
Smith comments gloontily, “This huge crop
presents a particularly grave/problem to
the industry. Popeorn is a food produced
solely for human cansumptign, and becauge
of the increaséd papping expansion of the,
new hybrids, consumption is not keeping
pace with production. Thus the indastry
is faced with a 58-million-pound surplus
which it finds impossible to move.

-~ “The popcorn mdustrv is entering its
third year of depressed prices,’and there
is no relief in sight.”

Okay, now, gang, let’s get out to more
movies and eat our way through more of
this popcorn! Up to now, you've just been
nibbling!

If the Birmingham city comm\ssmp
can find the money to remodel muni¢-
ipal building basement rooms, the
voters in precinet 4 may find them-
selves casting bullots on the ground
level. The voting machines -will be
moved to the police garage 16 make
way for'expanded county health de-
partment olhceq in the basement

NATURE NOW by Lydia King Frehse

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Horse’s Evolution

Traced Thru Years

Asks Governor
The horse, which has lang been one of m.m s most useful

and faithful companions, is of ancient lineage, He is a mem- 11‘.. the Editor:
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it was, that wh
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needs to flatten the Wind River |
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Wyoming of fif-
ty million years

led to the development of
| horses suited to speed on the plains.

Pliohippus, named from the Pli-
|ocene period of 25 million years
ago, continued along similar evolu-
tionary lines and by middle Pleis-
tocene years

ago.

At this time
|a great revolu-
|tion was afoot
{ Both plants and
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know them today. 1t was a time| ALTHOUGH the early horse
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when flowering plants were was abundant in North America
taking root in the folds of the Ap- angd asia_during the early gla-
palachians and seeding their way [cial period, he migrated to Europe
westward across the plains. [t was | on a now extinct land bridge dur-
|a time when the first pastures ing the latter part of the period
|clothed the land and the mam- and spread to all the other conti-
mals, developing superior tooth nents. However by the end of the |
and foot structure, munched on a period some 00 years ago he
new plant called grass. becamo extinct in the Americas. 1
|

This was the time of little Eo-| The horse did not return
hippus, the dawn horse. He was. America until he was brought here
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Suburban Sidelights by Neil The Girls

WHAT-LUCK | 1TS USUALLY
JMPOSSIBLE TO FIND A ~
_PLACE TOPARK

L

= [held at the Southfield Reformed behalf of Walter O. ke”)
Presbyterian church, Friday eve-| Briggs, Jr.. in the losmiteld. IhIIs
e e, SR Fepiete uee | elotfon, detiriing to" Harry S Two yedrs .............o..n .. 100
Nhere s Promiser s Trag.  Starr, City Manager - . . The re. /
in Blood’, 'The sult is that Commissioners Luther / ml
“Sulvation from D. Allen and George C. Booth will Three years ... 10.00
um’, pposition in the election {

8 ‘ “The mid-umn rnll«linns are |

Students at New York Univer-| “Women diet either to keep ) Y.
sity organized an antisuicide club| thelr girlish Inu or their /
to combat suicides among students. | boyish husbands. /
‘ /
/
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APRIL 1, 1951

not more than a foot high with by the early Spanish explorers.
four well developed toes with a The so-called wild horses of our
rudimentary first toe on the fore- western states are of these domes-
foot and three well developed toes tic varieties grown wild

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits Of News (ileaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric— VAVANA |
The ltema That Make Up The Historical Backgraund Newsstand ......... SRS 0
) The Birmingham .
Six months .......... el 250

50 YEARS AGO |
March 22, 1907 |
“An oratorical contest will be

15 YEARS ,\(.n
arch 19,
“Petitions were Iih-d mo l-u- on

Oneyear ...................i./

Thc Lone  Hun il
“Who Will Roell llu .\\unc Away' DI
1 “Each householder may secure a
|

“Can't something be done to
stop the use of the dangerous Flo-

pail of sand to keep handy in case
of an incendiary bomb attack. The

bert rifle in the hands of our care- ' sand, which should be dried, is D UT E F l

l-’sn lm)s’ Everybody is in dan-|available free on the Hill School 4

“ | Six months .................
Oneyear ............../c....0..
Twoyears ................
Three years

COUNTY

/. 3.00
5.00
875

12.50

From Want  Ads column: |
“For Sale: A new house and one-
half acre of land . ... A bargain,
|can be had for $350.”

“Tire and accessory thieves
staged another raid in Birmingham
| during the past week, stealing four
| wheels from one car and two from
another.’

YEARS AGO —
X pogireh 17, 1937 'Returns to States
“A petition asking that the name Javis
of Chester street be changed to| o irobert L. Davi b
Hunter avenue it in the hinds of wbourd the Nwy leebreaker USS
village commissioners & - :|Staten Island as it returns, via
No objections having been made to South American ports, to the Unit-
the proposed change of the names | oq gy 00 ol PAT O TR
of south Madison street, from Lin- | S5 e son of Mr. and Mrw James
avenue to Clawson road, to | §* pivt. *of 95 Lincoin, “Birs
Grant avenue, and of Dorchester | o op o !
|drive to Stanley avenue, the village b _
‘rommlumn has ordered them
hanged.” |
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We will honor all RENEWALS
at the old rate up to April 1st /

regardless of present expiration dafe

lovely with the frail fabrics and
the delicate colors which herald
the migration of the smart world |
south. The chiffon frock, a mere
wisp of subtle drapery, is every-
where in evidence.”




