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After the Latest Lc;ok,

To most readers of The Eccentric, we
suppose that the awarding of a natmnal or
state journ.llmtlc high recognition “is an
old story.”

We'll modestly admit that such should
be the case . . . as again for the year 1956
this newspaper was.determined by a com-
mittee of Nebraska newspapermen, to be
first in general excellence among all Mich-
igan suburban weeklies.

They Liked Us Again

On behalf of our entire news, advertis-
ing, composing and pressrooms, and bind-
ery, plus you who comprise our splendid
community, we accepted the award at the
Michigan Press Association convention in
Lansing last week.

As we have often stated in the past,
we'll continue to maintain our journalistic
stature as best we can . . . for this rec-
ognition plays no small part in the satis-
fuctions we receive as fellow-workers.

Applying The Philosophy Of Business Service

The philosophy of “doing unto others

. " is manifest in the whole range of
human relationships.® Not on a uniform
basis, to be sure . . . but there are seg-
ments of our society that have come to
realize and understand the value of “walk-
ing the extra mile . . .”, and their personal
or business affairs are made the happier
and more secure because of the application
of this virtue.

An evidence of this was brought to our
attention when we discovered that a local
automobile dealership, Wilson Pontiac-
Cadillae, Inc., last November inaugurated
a phase of this service philosophy in their
own customer relationships. They launched
the plan simultaneously with the int roduc-

tion of the 1957 Pontiae und Cadillae
models.
Conceived by Ed and Erwin Wilson,

owners of the company, and their general
manager Russ Downey, the plan is con-
tained in what they call the “Wilson War-
ranty.”

AS YOU MAY KNOW, when you buy
a new automobile you are given a three
months, or 4,000 mile, factory warranty
against any defective mechanical parts,
plus several free inspection:

The Wilson Warranty goes bevond this
Tt runs for a vear from date of sale. or
18,000 miles, and . . . constitutes a com-
plete guarantee against any defective ma-
terial, workmanship, or abnormal wear

which may appear during the period of
warranty . .

Only restrictions attached to the War-
ranty are that Wilson's, or an authorized
Pontiac or Cadillac dealer service must be
used in caring for the car during the year.
Damages from accident, of course, are not
included.

IN BRIEF, THE WILSON WARRANTY
practically s to a new car buyer, “We'll
take care of your car for a vear without
charge to you.” Barring damages from
accident, the owner can expect to pay only
for his oil and gasoline during that first
year,

“Yes, we realize that we are assuming a
considerable extra cost in this dealer-own-
er relationship,” the Wilsons and Downey
explamed. “But we believe the venture well
worth the try. it seems to us that the op-
eration of a business should be concerned
with something perhaps more valuable
than mate gain—and that means that
human fnuulhncw and confidence that
should between the buyer and seller.”

So far as they know they are the only
motor car dealers in the nation who oper-
ate on this 12-month warranty plan

Incidentally, (though it has no official
bearing on the case) the Wilsons are sons
of an illustrious father whose name is
Charles E.—former president of General
Mators Corp., and now U, 8. Secretary of
Defense.

State GOP Needs “Merchandising Know-How”

Unless Michigan Republicans place in
leadership men and women who not only
“know polities”, but who also know how
to “merchandi sues and personalities,
it will not get very far in the immediate
future.

Whoever succeeds Chairman Feikens
ought to be a person who measures up to
the above requirements. Indeed, those
close to him, too, should be able to con-
tribute something practical to the Party’s
activities,

If a private business, with cither serv-
ices or commodities to sell, were no more
competent in merchandising thun the cur-

rent Republican leadership has been, it
would soon go out of business.

THAT EXACTLY what Michigan's
Républican party is doing. This certainly
is true on a state level of politics.

Not only must the state central commit-
tee’s membership consist of men and wom-
en of this caliber, but efforts should be
made to persuade candidates of known
ability to run for various offices.

You cannot, even with the best of bus-
iness personnel, successfully merchandis
poor services or commodities.

From The Eccentric's

You read about this world’s troubles,
how Eisenhower talks and does this &
that, the same for Dulles, Nasser, Bul-
ganin & Co., Eden, and other contempor-
ary world leaders. What they say and do
takes on a larger appearance only because
these men deal in large populations, lands,
wealth, ete. Actually, though, they do not
possess great magic powers; they have no
crystal Aballs; many of their statements
and actions are but larger counter-parts
of some of the ordinary day-to-day prob-
lems and decisions that we average people
contend with—and often we are wrong or
right, just like those who get thclr names
in history books.

Some assert that the cost of education
in the United States is unevenly spread.
That may be. Also it is unevenly received

. which is the basic reason why it is
needed.
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Ticklers .

Point of View...

Opportunity only knocks at a door—it's
up to you to ring the bell.

So They Say...

Gordon McCrae, actor and singer:
“When 1 work too hard and things start

getting tense, 1 start singing. It seems to

clear my mind and give me strength.”

Nikita S. Khrushchev, Soviet Communist
party boss:
“Whether yvou like it or not, history is

on our side. We will bury you.”

Keith Falkner, musical profeuor. New

Zealand, speaking of rock 'n’ roll music:
There is nothing new about it. These
primitive percussive rhythms have ex-
cited people throughout the ages.”

By George

“No flat tires, no motorcycle cops, no Sunday drivers,

That's the line the salesman gave me . . .
He_took the money and bought a carl”

domeone S Cll rne voor!

N ATURE NOW

By Lydia King Frehse

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

When one thinks about it, it's not so
strange to see the electric power compa-
nies right in the middle of this atomic
power plant research and development.

Comparatively aking, the natural
power supplies of coal and gas, which feed
the mechanical muscles of this electricul
giant, will not last too long.

‘Hence this race to get atomic power
adapted before the giant's generators are
slowed or stilled

It's a staggering thought to imagine
what might happen were the electrical
nerves of the nation to go dead

BACK IN 1931, when Thomas A. Edison
died, it was proposed that all the nation’s
electric power be turned off for one min-
ute in tribute to the muan whose electric
light launched a new era.

In fact, the idea was considered seriogs-
ly. But il was just as quickly abandoned
when it was n*wm\i/ml what the one min-
ute’s effect would be in terms of: traffic
ti control of trains and aircraft, fac-
) oduction, hospital operation, fire
protection, communications and other im-
portant fucets of modern life.

It was obvious that the United States
could not afford to be’ without electric
power for even that 60 seconds!

Many times. an idea only becomes
bad or good when it meels a preju-

dice.

During i tance, Birming- /
ham Rotary anged secretaries /
only five times. However, only four mep
have = d in this important clab spof.

Attorney Forbes Hascall has just fuc-
ceeded, The Edison company’s Paul Grant,
\\Im had to give it up after more than 10

ascall fook over the first fime from
Birminghum's *Mister Rotary™, the, fate
J. B. Howarth, “JB" served many fears
after the club’s initial secretary Charles
Randall had served a short ternf.

The salary, however, < remained the
same for all — satisfaction of serving a
¢ause which plices ‘wr\ue dbove self”.

The hyman mind d«ms nm have to
fix. It glso can flex.
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Happenings of Long Ago

ileaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric—
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Background

Tod

50 YEARS AGO
Februpry 8, 1907
“Mrs. Dr. N. T. Shaw attended
8 function in Detroit
|one day last |week
home of Dr. Ha
prize was a cutgl
return home 4 very serious catas-
{trophe occurred on a city car on
which she wis a passenger. Ask
her for details.”

“That Ihrnv urr so many chick-
|ens in the house that he dared
| hardly to step for fear of crushing
|out the life of some of them, is
lan allegation made by Wililam
‘Mmu» and is denied by his wife.
{He alleged in a bill for divorce
that she turned their residence
into a chicken <oop. :

“A

party of eight swooped down
upon Mrs. Eliza .ml Miss Mable
Todd one night last and made
oy merry ndeed. They all had @
good time and great, nice, fat,
| stuffed dates were served,
full of salt hnd cayenne pepper.
|1f three is & crowd, we wonder
| what Miss Lizzie thinks of four
lin"one buggy going homewards.”

30 YEARS AGO
February 3, 1927
“Clubby and comfortable atmos-
phere, typical of *English architec-
ture, will prevail in the new Bald-
win Pubile Library to be erec
on Martin street following the con-
tract awarded by the village com-
mission.’

for work

lans on the new
Birmingham | theater, Woodward
avenue, south of Maple avenue
are definitely sus

lowing the citculation of a petition
here advocating a law against
commercial amusements on

| day.”

“The Birmingham Police depar
ment is to have a policewoman on |

its personnd, it has been decided
by Village Manager Harry Starr.
Mrs. Carrie Stoddard, who for the |
three months hase acted
and nurse of the department, will
be sworn in as policewoman this
week.”

AGO

Fel 1942

“The last ul)nwnl on the $10,-
000 mortyage against the Birmin
ham Community Hotse was made
during the month of January.
The house was opened in
spring of 1930
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TIE EXCHANGE POOL!
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able by dry cle
in your necKties and we'll

we
as spic and spary
left the store.

17 WORKS LIKE THIS . ..
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