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Off-Street Parking Demands  Can Ruin Values

“Just how far does the city of Birming-
ham expect to go in the effort to bring
about a perfect state of off-street parking
here?”, a local business property owner
commented to several others last week.

“I believe in off-street parking, and
think Birmingham already has gone a
considerable distance in this respect,” he
continued. “However, a currently dis-
cussed notion to amend the Zoning Ordi-
nance, requiring a business to provide its
own square foot of parking space for every
foot of its business area is, in my opinion,
not only impractical, but confiscatory.

“Why should a business be required,
for example, to provide a square foot of
parking space for every square foot of its
non-public floor space? For its store room,
washroom, or space used for the operation
of light mechanical equipment?

“THE PRESENT ORDINANCE requires
off-street parking space to equal the space
now used by the public in a business struc-
ture. People who own normal small bus
ness lots are most concerned about this.
The city, too, has a stake in the fullest
use of a lot for business purposes; the
more the improvement, the greater the
tax return to the city treasury."”

Those favoring the proposed change ar-
gue that some businessmen, when seeking
a building permit, state that they will use
only a certain space for the public. They

P

are required to provide, under the present
ordinance, a foot of off-street parking for
each foot of public space use.

Later on, it is reported, the business
has changed the location of partitions,
with more space allotted to the public—
vet with no additional off-street parking
space available.

oo

IT SEEMS TO US that this less frequent
problem can be met by requiring a busi
ness to furnish a
which will be forfeited in case a violation
of the ordinance ensues.

This, it seems to us, would not work a
hardship on certain tyges of business
which, when their buildings are erected,
will allow them maximum value of the
land for building construction and use.

Any law, or ordinance that assumes,
arbitrarily, that a citizen’s word is with-
out value in truth, is contrary to Ameri-
can juridical philosophy. In this light,
how can. a single formula penalty ordi-

*nance be legislated against the honest use

of property, whether it be business or
residential ?

Any proposed change in the present
Zoning Ordinance, many believe, should
be attended by sufficient public discussion
in advance of final commission action.
Fortunately, this is the general rule in
Birmingham.

Foes of Atom Plants Want fo Get at ‘em

You frequently, of late, have read news
stories about the opposition of some seg-
ments of union labor leaders toward the
building of an atomic plant down near
Monroe.

The labor boys argue that the thing
won’t be safe—might blow up and endan-
ger hundreds of thousands of lives.

Walter Cisler, head of the group that
is building the plant, produces many ex-

gqrj.s/ﬁho say there is no danger.

THEN THERE ARE THOSE who will
tell you that certain Socialistic-minded
union boys oppose the plant because it is
to be privately operated. Seems, so the
story goes, that they want the government
to build and operate it.

Sounds like a live wire issue, doesn't it?

Realize You Are On US. Payroll?

“Taxpayer's Dollar”, a publication of
the Chamber of Commerce of the United
States, passes on this definition of a tax-
payer—''. a person who doesn’t have
to pass a Civil Service test to work for
the government.”

That's more than a good gag. A man
with two dependents who earns $80 a week
must work 4.9 weeks to meet his tax bill,
If he has no dependents, he has to work

8.2 weeks. And, of course, the tax rates
rise with almost bullet-like rapidity as
incomes rise — and the amount of time
a man has to work for the government
rises with them.

So, in this fashion, we're all government
workers. And we have to do a great deal
more work on behalf of government than
most of us realize.

! From The Eccentric's Point of View...

Lincoln's birthday for 1957 has come
and gone. Many speeches, with Lincoln’s
life as the theme, have been made again
at banquets all over the country” The hum-
ble and honest character of Abe has been
extolled plenteously. Wonder how many
lives will permanently be improved be-
cause of this birthday celebration. Its
greatest impact, we presume, wilkbe made
upon open-minded and idealistic youth.

U. S. Senator .Knowland, of California,
continues to keep his fingers crossed re-

garding the UN’s effectiveness in settling
international strife. In this respect he is
performing a patriotic service . . . for cer-

tainly there is value in being a construc-
tive critic.

Should an unfriendly nation drop a nu-
clear bomb on Detroit, it is estimated that
its destruction would stop in the vicinity
of the 14 Mile road across Oakland county.
Thus the remainder of the county is ex-
pected to become the place where all who
survived would come to. They number
about three millions. In the light of this

Ticklers
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incredible danger, Americans can be ex
pected to co-operate with their top leaders
to prevent the triggering of a suicidal war.

According to statistics recently released
by oysters, your chance to find a pearl is
two in a million. And that’s a lot of stews
to mess around with, too.

So They Say...
Adolphe Menjou, listing well-dressed men
of California:

“Each of these men stands out as an
oasis in an otherwise bleak landscape of
fading elegance on the part of the average
American male.”

Carlos P. Romulo, Brig. General, Philip-
pine Ambassador to the United States:
“The peoples of asia must recognize that

their only hope to remain free depends on

their joining hands with those people dedi-
cated to the defense of human liberty.”

By George
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER Ev George 1Wm. /Averitl

“Come the revolution”, and the boys
, 1 wouldn’t object to be-

ssar of the anti-billboard
section of the bureau of streets and high-
ways.

It's not because I want to eliminate a
competitive form of advertising. It's just
that T would like to do away with what
to me is an objectionable phase of that
advertising.

This phase is the one under which bill-
boards seemingly are used to mar many
scenic spots along our U.S. highwavs.

WHY WE'D EVEN HAVE

sponsor
for “old Faithful” gevser in Yellowstone
National park if the government would

only permit billboard space along side it!

However, I'd not go so far as the Bir-
mingham city commission is considering
—banning of all new billboards anywhere
in the city

But controlled use, yes.

So, I'm pleased to note that the Union

Oil Co., a west coast firm, has cancelled
all its outdoor advertising, effective im-
mediately. This after 27 vears use of

billboards

BOARD CHAIRMAN REESE H. TAY/
LOR said two factors caused this change.

JFirst the traffic hazafd, which
great many experts havé indicated bill-
boards tend to increase,” said Taylor:

“Second is an apparent and growing r¢-
sentment on the part of many people and
dential communitjes to obscuring out
nnml beauties \\nh this type of adver-

S a4 company; ~er\'m;z the muturmu
f the public, it did not make good
se for us to ¢ontinug to yse ah advery
ng method which was appayently bg-
coming offensive to many of our custop-
ers and prospects and which, in the ppin.
ion of experts, representéd a hazard to
them.” 3

FOR SURVIVAL, IT MIGHT not be/a
bad idea for billboard companiey to adgpt,
some sort of trade-wind code of good gign
location principles,/ Similar to, those’ the ;
newspaper, radio, and TY mdu~tnea have;
regarding use of their, mediums. /

It would mike a mbich nicer enfding fo
the story abont “Beauty ‘and lhé Bill-

boards,” / /

Landscape Design and
Construction
135 N. WOODWARD
in the Wilson Building v
Phone MI 1-2036
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Fixtures—lamps—outlets—vent’ fans-—switches, .-lc,.

"MERIT EI.ECTRIC COMPANY

Installed and Repair
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IT TAKES MORE EACH YEAR to provide for o’
secure future. Start your Life Insurance plan NOW
at the low rate in effect for your present age.

Talkit over with the Man from Marufachurers

MANUFACTURERS LIFE

INSURANCE COMPANY

BRANCH OFFICES

Birmingham Representative: David K. Falyay, C.L.U.
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Bits Of News (

The Items That Make Up
of Th

Happenings of Long Ago
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e Ihrmu\lhlm or -l

5 AGO
1907

March 1,
“Hurrah for John Beddow, of

Beddow, Hip! Hip!! Hurrah!!!
The Southfield members of the
Bloomfield, Troy and Southfield
Hunting Club, were most hospita-
bly cared for, last Thursday,
Mr. and Mrs. Bedow,
the boys down, for a good time M
the afternoon and evening. During
the afternoon, blue rock and rifle
shooting were indulged in . . .
“One of the choir girls caused
quite a commotion at the St. James
church, last Sunday, by fainting
during song service. Nothing segi-
ous, but the excitement was II\(\'{I
while it lasted.

“If you should happen to netice
any shortcomings in this week's
issue of this great moral engine,
please remember that the head
type setter, Miss Olive Denison, is

enjoying n severe uttack of The
La-Grippety-Grip, enough the fair
victim  says, to last until next

Christmas.”

30 YEARS AGO

February 24, 1927
showing at the Strand Theater
was ‘Scarlet Letter’ with Dorothy
Gish, and Rin-Tin-Tin in ‘Hills of
Kentucky’

“Mrs. Charles J. Shain wax re-
elected president of the Commu-
nity House

“The Princess Elizabeth, baby
daughter of the Duke and Duchess
of York, is being cared for by her
grandparents, the King and Queen
of England, while her parents are
n their Australian toor -

by central junior high

15 YEARS AGO
February 26, 1942

“Few meetings in the history of
Birmingham schools have been so
eventful that Tuesday night
when these important steps were
taken: (1) The creation of a new
| in the

ch
Barnum " school building was au
thorized, to replace the separate
junior highs now in existence. (2)
an effort was made to get the City
Commission to aid the school d
trict in_extricating itself from an
approaching finencial crisis. (3)
all senior high students must take
physical education courses. (4) . .
The ban on hiring married teach-
ers was rescinded.

“This suburban community of
|homes and gardens is to become
even more garden-minded as the
war goes on, with an emphasis on
vegetables, it appeared this week
when ambitious ‘defense’ garden-
ing plans were revealed by the
Garden club.”

Playing at_the Birmingham the-
atre was “The Man Who Came
to Dinner” with Bette Davis, Ann
Sheridan and Monty Woolley

THE OLD TIMER

“A friend ll someone who
walks in when the rest of the

fworld has walked out.”

The Hand-Carved Look

You wouldn't believe your foot could look so tiny .. .
you wear this pump. For its lightly carved pattern is spring’s
pretticst optical illusion. It emphasizes the natural beauty of

“the shaped pump .} .

look sizes smaller.

I | /
Also Available in BLACK PATENT & FLAX CALF ! /

Miller's sHOES |/

100 N. Woodward

gives it smart new texture . . .

until

makes it /
SUNBURST, $12.95 "

MI 4-4024




