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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Thursday, August 15,

Care Gets Deserved Promotion

Appointment of L. Richard Gare, for
the past eight years head of Birmingham’s
engineering department, to the top office
of city manager is, we think, a logical
move.

He is 64 years of age, owns his own
home here, admits to “being in love with
Birmingham”, and has spent most of his
working life in municipal activities.

A graduate of the University of Michi-

gan, he possesses a background of academ-
ic training to balance his practical experi-

ence. Known to most of his friends and
acquaintances as “Dick”, he is a man of
stropg personal convictions, though very
tolerant of the ideas and opinions of
others.

He is liked by others in the city govern-
ment. He ought to perform quite accept-
ably in his new role.

Along with many others, we certainly
wish him a full measure of vocational suc-
cess . . . plus enough joy and happiness
to tide him over whatever rough spots he
may encounter on his official highway.

All Not Fun for Beauty Queens

The pages of our newspapers are filled
with the pictures of the various beauty
queens, beauty contestants, Miss So-and-
So, etc., these days.

However, it should be remembered that
exterior beauty is only one of the desirable
assets. It is always nice when a girl or
woman has & nice face or a good figure,
but the real quality of the individual is
not measured by a face or figure.

Her quality is measured in terms of un-
selfishness, integrity, sincerity, kindness
and all the things which go to make a
good citizen.

We can easily overstress the importance
of good looks, or cheesecake, in our Ylighl
toward worship of the human body«

WE ADMIRE THE SATUE of Venus
and the beautiful figures of women from
that time on as much as onyone, but we
have also seen where good looks and great
attraction actually proved harmful.

The favors, attention, hurrah and bally-

hoo which surround our beauty eontestants
these days is sometimes enough to produce
a false outlook on life.

There are a number of beautiful girls
who do not wish to engage in beauty con-
tests, or whose parents would not have
them do so, for this very reason.

IT TAKES AN EXCEPTIONAL girl to
be elected Miss America, for example, and
make the rounds for a year in glamorous
and high-powered fashion, and not suc-
cumb to the temptation to turn.into a
cosmopolitan belle, or a high-pressure ma-
terialist, so to speak.

Therefore, to all thase who do not win
the beauty contests, to those who do not
try, and to those who could not win them
if they did try, we say it might be just
as well.

The nervous strain, mental stress and
various tensions and temptations which
surround this blossoming competition are
often a heavy price to pay.

I From The Ecceﬁtric's

What will the feature writers in Eng-
land do for copy when Princess Margaret
really gets married?

Ty Cobb, among top greats of baseball,
recently revealed that he has set up a
million-dollar trust fund to help worthy
Georgia boys and girls go through college.
That, perhaps, is the best “hit” ever made
by the former Tiger star.

A San Diego, Calif., miss came to school
with a pink dress and her former blonde
hair dyed pink. She was sent home until
the pink is become vanished. That school
man believes the American classroom is
no place for pinkoes.

Some day some group of educators is
going to agree on how to get more educa-
tional return from the public investment
in school plants. It does seem illogical to
close the schools from 12 to 14 weeks per
year, when such a need for classrooms
exists,

Compulsory automobile insurance on all
cars licensed in Michigan is sought by Sec-
retary of State James M. Hare and many
other traffic experts. Personally, we be-
lieve that those who destroy property or
jnjure human beings should be made re-
spansible for their acts. This is required
when persons are not. in motor cars, so
why not include the car driver?

A T7l-year-oll Tennesean chap reveals
that he-lives for an average cost of 15
cents a.day .. . but he admitted two
things: that no married man can do it,
and that if society in general tried to do
it, society “would go kerflooey.” Indeed,
Sir, society in general can go in that direc-
tien while living on much, much more
than 15 cents a day!

Ticklers

Point of View...

Billy Graham, the noted evangelist, re-
cently informed his New York City audi-
ence that the end of the world is in sight.
He declared that there is too much sex and
related sin among human beings for the
human family to enjoy Divinely created
life and living on this sphere. Anyhow,
somebody is bound to be around when the
end comes, Billy.

Secretary of State Dulles finally had to
fly .to England to discuss the problem of
reduction of armaments with other na-
tional leaders—since Harold Stassen ap-
parently was unable to-achieve success on
that assignment. Harold still wants to live
in the White House. Imagine what a mess
this “stuffy” gent would bring about, were
he the nation’s Chief Executive.

Southern U.S. Senators, aided by some
from the north, have defeated Ike’s bill to
outlaw jury trials in the administration’s
proposed Civil Rights bill. Thus the south-
erners have won a current victory for
their philosophy of “evolution, rather
than revolution”, in the treatment of
southern Negroes. But another session of
Congress can change the situation, of
course. Those southern Congressmen cer-
tainly are adept at parliamentary pro-
cedures,

We have just learned that some people,
mainly persons engaged in amateur and
professional athletics, take “pep-up” pills
for stimulation. Medical experts oppose,
strongly, the use of this stuff, holding it
is both physically and mentally very
harmfull and dangerous. The stuff bears
the name “amphetamine.” An effect of the
stuff is to make its users very brave,
artificially courageous, even to the point
of inflicting criminal offenses upon others.
Like you, we have known that the use of
stimulants is forbidden on race horses . . .
it ought to be for humans, too.
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*I don’t think Miss Jones likes this class. She's the first

one out when the dismissal bell rings!"

Water of
Lifeblood

Egypt is the Nile. From it
its f

tures of the world.

The rich black earth, the tender
green
lah”

shoot, the peasant or “fel-
_these are the trinity of its
But first and alway the
water; without it Egypt is an
empty desert of sun and sand an
barren rock.

IT IS MORNIN
of cars has left C
the valley

Our caravan
ro to follow
Kings to the
ruins of the anci city of Mena
(Memphis) which in 3500 B.C
was the first capital of the Unit-
ed Kingdoms o
north and

south.

Already the
roads are filled
with people go-
ing to the vil-
lages on foot,
riding their
burros or their
small two-
wheeled wagons
to  sell their
fruits and veg-
etables, their
cheese and but-
ter and their goats.

Along the wide valleys, the small
and well-tended fields are lush and
green. Every foot is thickly pla
ed with corn, cotton and wheat,
with melon, cucumber, onion, okra
and squash.

Mrs. Frehse

HEAVY CL
ripen overhead on the date palms.
Every canal and di carries the
life-giving water. Farming meth-
ods vary from the most primitive
to the most modern.

In this particular valley we saw
water buffalo pulling ancient plows
and wheat being trampled and
winnowed by the wind as it was
in 4000 B.C.

The fellah and his family live
their lives to the rhythm of the
river and the sun. His adobe house
of dried mud is in the village
where his ancestors have lived far
thousands of years /

He eats very little meat but has
plenty of fresh vegetables. Sun-up
sees him out tilling the soil after
he has eaten a piece of bread and
onion. .

AT NOONTIME, we passed long
files of his women and children fol-
|lowing him to the fields. Here un-
der a tree by the dusty roadside
we saw the mother make a small

TERS of fruit |

BY LYDIA KING FREHSE

“the "Nile
of Egypt

s source to its sprawling delta
-tilizing waters have spelled-out one of the oldest cul-

fire of grass and twigs, over which
she prepared the noonday meal of
bread and “mesh”—a sour cheese
made of goat's milk, which all the
family shares.

To the North is the Delta, a wide
plain holding the richest soil in
the world. To the South the valley
narrows to a  ribbon-like strip
which follows the Nile all the way
to the Sudan.

On either side is the desert. Here
at flood tide the waters brought
the alabaster from Beni Suef, the
ed granite of Aswan to imprison
the image of a king.

THE DEEP sands of the west-
ern bank cover the cemetery of old
ground for

Everything pertaining

has been well document-
| ed; their age, their staggering pro-
portions, the mechanical skill and
fabulous wealth, which they rep-
resent, their solitary grandeur.
They remain a tribute to man's
conquest of the earth and the use
| he has made of its resources.

But implementing these achieve-
ments and overshadowing them, is

is emerging and groping spirit,
his belief in himself as something
more than mortal, his overpower-
ing desire to penetrate the un:

nown world beyond death.

The woman wears a long flow-
ing garment and veil whose varied
style reflects the customs and
| manners of her particular prov-
|ince.

l REGARDLESS of its color or
|cut or the way in which she ar-
|ranges her hair, she looks much
|as she did 4000 years ago when she
stood by this same roadside to
watch ‘the processions of the
mighty pharaohs pass by

| We found the ancient houses of
|

Memphis long since erased by
time. The Egyptian wasted no
stone on his earthly dwelling; the
chief occupation of life was a
preparation for death and the
well-being of his spirit in the
| next world.

| To this task the king and no-
|blemen dedicated the labor and
| wealth of their dynasties. To pro-
vide a safe and solid tomb and
to furbish it with every fore-see-
able need of the spirit—this was
the inspiration of the great pyra-
| mids. Now the wealth of Egypt's

Happenings

Bits of News Gleaned From

‘The Items That Make Up Th
Of the Birmingham Of Tod:

of Long Ago

Old Files Of The Eccentric—
e orical Background

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
August_16, 1907
“No one can kick on the weather
not being hot enough, at least

— :nghl now; still by the time this

By George

| appears, snow may be a foot deep.
|The weather can never surprise
us any more.”

“If the parties who have been
making a_practice of turning on
the gas of the street lights, after
they have been extinguished for
|the night, does not stop the prac-
tice, they will be prosecuted and
punished to the fullest extent of
the law. Fun is one thing, but this
trick is a big damage to the com-
pany.”

“We expect to pay a raise of
2 cents a gallon on oil and 5 cents
on gasoline to help the Standard
0il Co. pay its fine of $29,240,000
recently assessed by Judge Landis,
|at Chicago. Great Scott! A fiine of
‘thlt amount against The Eccen
trie, would even make ‘The Ma-
| jestic’ tremble.”

August 18, 1927

“Village Manager James W.
Parry today is making arrange-
ments for three new traffic lights
|to be placed on Woodward avenue
within three weeks. The village
commission, in approving the pur-
chase of the lights for a total of
$1,200, declared they had become
an’ absolute necessity because of
the constantly increasing traffic.

\
! 30 YEARS AGO
\
|

|street as they intersect Woodward
| avenue.”

“Approximately 500 applications
for teachers’ position in Birming-
ham schools, were received this
year by Clarence Vliet, superin-
tendent “of schools. Only 20 of
these were accepted. ‘Birmingham
seems to enjoy a great attraction
for teachers,” Mr. Vliet said. ‘The
number of applications increases
|every year. Tt really mes &
task to select the most desirable
ones, because they are always well
| recommended”.”

' 15 YEARS AGO
August 13, 1942

“Well Folks, this edition of The
Eccentric really will be a sor{ of
‘father & son’ affair. Taking the
place of vacationing managing ed-
itor John H. Harwood last week
and this, is G. R. A, (ably aided
|by Miss Kay Umphrey) on the
news desk; handling advertising
for vacationing (and new Papa)
Harold P. Buerge, is son George
Wm. (Bill) Averill. Bill has been,
for the past four months, advertis-
ing manager of the Cadillac Eve-
ning News, but came home Thurs-
day of last week, and next day was
accepted into the U. 8. Army,
with two weeks to remain at home
before going to Camp Custer.”

¢ 0o

“The municipal offices of Bloom-
field Hills are undergoing painting
repairs, the first time fresh paint
has been spread since the offices
were made over from the former

',

|
|
|

One will be placed at Lincoln, one | Bloomfield hiwn-h‘i'p garage, near-

|at Oakland and one at Brown

\ly ten years ago.

Birmingham Recreation Director Bob
Girardin was making an early summer in-
spection tour of the outdoor playground
program.

At one field, he asked if any of the
youngsters could define the word “recrea-
tion”.

Only one six-year-old, from the middle
of the group, responded.

“Yes, sir,” he answered, “I think I know
what it is—it is something my mommy
doesn’t have to tell me to do!”

John O’Hara, of 10 NORTH FRED-
ERICK fame, has a new novel in the
making. It's to be called FROM THE
TERRACE, will be completed sometime
next year.

When it hits the Detroit book stores,
there’s going to be a race between the
police censor and the public to see what
O'Hara’s got this time.

Jean Day, one of The Eccentric's spe-
cial correspondents, wonders why Bir-

mingham Postmaster Rollie Reese doesn't
put out two more of those nice drop boxes
for the public to use.

“There’s one in front of the post office,
and another near the back door on Bates
street,” Mrs. Day comments. “But only
southbound or westbound motorists can
use them. It would be so handy for east-
bound or northbound drivers in a third
drop-box were in front of the public li-
brary, and a fourth on the east side of
Bates street.”

Seems like a good suggestion. Maybe
Postmaster Reese will think so, too.

After the Civil War had ended, the
great Southern general, Robert E. Lee,

tombs has become a key to unlock

became the president of a college at
$15,000 a year.

This was after he had been approach-
ed by an insurance company representa-
tive who offered him $50,000.

Lee allowed that while he had to make
a living, he didn’t think his services
were worth that much salary.

“Oh, we don't want your services,”
the man interrupted. “We want your
name.”

“That”, Lee said quietly, “is not for
sale.”

PR

Some years back, Birmingham’s city
commission wouldn’t think of seeking fed-
eral matching funds for some local project.

If a city official hinted at such pro-
cedure, the, commissioners would affirm
in no uncertain words that Birmingham
would be better off without the item if
the federal government were to share in
any of the financing.

‘If we can’t afford it by ourselves, we
don’t need it or can do without it
their rallying cry.

Several elections later, the commission
had some new members. When purchase
of a mobile generator was considered for
an emergency power supply for the city’s
water wells, the commission wavered,
finally agreed to let the civil defense ad-
ministration provide half the funds.

Now a training tower is being considered
for the Adams fire station. The commis-
sion this time did not hesitate, Federal
funds were welcome. Only hitch this time

may be if the civil defense department

vants to let other municipalities use the
tower at-times or in numbers which would
disturb the residential neighborhood.

New commissioners, different commis.
sion, changed attitudes.

her past.

OUR PATIENT camels stood in
a neat row in front of the three
great pyramids which crown the
plain of Aiza. The guardian sphinx
and the ruins of the wide cause-
way and temple of the second pyr-
amid occupy the foreground.

Lotus buds close, papyrus bends
at the water's edge—and night
falls swiftly over the Nile. A soft
wind touches the jasmine blossoms
in the window boxes framing-the
roof garden. o

Eucalyptus and Banyan trees

GA 1-0195

A

<2 OR OTHER ADDITIONS

All Jobs Closely Supervised

FREE ESTIMATES — NO OBLIGATIONS

KENNEY MODERNIZATION

BR 3-5020 VE 6-3602

keep watch in the street below,
where the tired crowds loiter and

the vendors cry, peddling their
taudry trinkets.

THE RIVER is & mirror reflect-
ing a thousand lights shining from
the opposite bank where represen-
tatives from many nations have
come to open the great new Indus-
trial Fair. If the Nile is Eqypts
past; it is also her future.

News copy submitted early is
necessarily given preference, so
the “early bird” usually gets the
space.

106 So. Woodward (above Peck’s)

OLD GOLD, PLATINUM, SILVER
JEWELRY, COINS, ETC.

ANDREW M. YEVICH

Manufacturing Jewelers

MI 6-4008

MORE HOT WATER WITH EDISON'S NEW
ELECTRIC WATER HEATING SERVICE

Only electric water heaters give you all these important advantages:

B Plenty of hot water—24 hours a day
© Sate—tiamel:
© Install anywhers—no flame, no fiue

— = B Edison’s rigld
% m § B Clean—no smoke, no soot |
/M -““\ © Outer s cool to the touch all over
¢( é Easy financing—up 1o 3 years to pay
l‘"mgp\ [ Efficient—no heat wasted up & flue

All this udds up to the best water heating service ever provided in Southeastern Michigan

Ask your plumber or appliance dealer « DETRO'T ED'SON

I T




