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British Customs, Traditions Make
‘Little England’ of Barbados

BARBADOS, BRITISH WEST INDIES: This is being
written on the eve of my departure for Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands, after 13 days of living on three of these
British possessions. Trnmporuuon has been provided by
Pan American World Airways and the British West Indian
Airways . . . both upemtmg up to-date lwo and four-engine

Homer Still
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pl
)g‘@'l)doq is the most easlxrn of these islands, and dates
back to 1626 in the white man’s exploring adveqture-x in this

Caribbean area. England h

comparatively low and
iy fint plece of and (although
i ortheast area i

auhte nilly, Chirren and-often el
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some also clos-
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WHEN THE white man arrived.
a tribe of Arawak Indi lived
here. On other of these West In
dies the Carib Indians dominated

lho Arawaks
via | § South |

. durn\g the "migra-

Straits, thence journeved
ward—leaving some to become

kimos, Indians! of North, Central
and South Ameri
But to get bick to Barbados

this busy litle place depends
chiefly on growing sugar cane to
make sugar afd rum for export.
referred to as “Little Eng-
the Mother |
s tions and customs |
dded in the life of both |

are im
colored and w)nw

PHIL Rl(", Mldlanli publisher
with whom J am making this trip,
and I agree that, while Barbados
does have numerous attractions,
among which are its wonderful
white sand beaches, nevertheless,
we still feel that Grenada, where
we last stayed, offers more lush
vegetation and beautiful mountain-
ous scenery.

In bulh ‘Grenada and Antigua
we stayed at hotels that were on
the windward §14€ of those islands.
As T write_these lines late in the
afternoon, I am stripped down to
shorts and no shirt, simply be
cause our location is on the
d's west, or lee, side. ‘Thi
means less breeze to combat the
sun's very warm tropical rays.

Many large ships, from all over
the earth, put into Barbados, to
take on or remove cargo merchan-

ise.

COMING from the airport to
this delightful Barbados Country
Club (splendidly owned and ope
ated by Cmdr. Bill Dolphin) we
drove over miles and miles of u
narrow two-lane highway which
reminded me of Miami Beach's
Collins Avenue; with beach homes
and many small hotels and clubs
fronting the ocean side.

Barbados, this r, has en-
joyed its greatest tourist season
... a condition we found wherever
we stopped down here. Which
again suggests- that T reming all
who plan to visit this delihtful
climate to be sure . they acquire
complete hotel and transportation
n:rommudnhon‘ before  leaving

5 2

Observing the colored natives on
these islands reveals interesting
hubits, skills; customs. Yesterday.
while swimming in the Caribbear.
I saw a young colored native care
fully walking over some very
rocky near-shore reefs. He was
carrying a Pilchard net over
shoulders. He was looking into
the very clear water for fish that

might be passing.

ALL OF A \uddtu he threw !he
net in such a fashion
ed into a crude circl

feet in diameter. Attached to the
bottom of the net are many small
lead  weights w immedintely
send the lower part of the net to
the bottom . . . and the net at this
dropped

over a

ediately
single cord

pulling on a
‘caused other smaller cords to et
like a.draw-string, thus closing the
bottom of the net, und holding the
fish captive.

which

finally brought the net to
the shore and dumped sev al hun-
dred “perchers seven
inches long. He said he would sel

| partment_stores and found
| with no Jinteri
| they apparently feel that the ori
‘mnl wood

‘pr you in the

000 people (mostly ‘bndm we have seen more husln s
o
h than els
pulation on earth. [this trip. Clerks are s«ancred i
over the larger ones, thus you Yel-

dom wait for quick attention.
We entered, several large de-
them

display cases or floor covering:

loor is good enough for
fect to tread upon.

v few so-called beggars both

larger communities

though, Tike Mexico, the con-

| trast between having enough and

| having too little is evident every-

RGER areas of pop-
will see shoes on more |
than out in the hinter-
Women are seen every.
sugar- cane
upon

their hPld\ I was told that 100
| pounds is not a rare load for men
to balance on their heads.

would you. like to d\pcnz

natives
lands.
where with firewood,
| fruits and , vegetables, etc.

upon something kin to thin shee
iron in place of a napkin? Th
hotels where we have thus far
stopped must dunk  their table
linen' into plenty of starch before
ironing. Honestly, there isn't a bit
of absorbing quality in' this old
English custom of hundlmg nap-
in

One hotel manager answered my

“But, don’t you see, by havir
them: stiff they can be fashioned |
into a. variety of interesting de-
signs?” So can.a piece of tin in
the hands of an artistic tinsmith.

|

ANOTHER F:\\Ill.l AR sound
heard about everywhere on these
islands is the crowing of rooster
especially at night, and the barl
ing of dogs. natives will
have-a few chickens, a dog or two,
maybe “several thin - appearing
sheep and/or goats. You see these
latter tethered everywhere . and
you often wonder what an |
find to eat )

From the very good hotel we
stayed in at Grenada one could
hear roosters crowing all night |

ng. In fact in the rear of the
hotel itself several roosters crowed.

later met one of the hotdl's
directors and told” him about this
pet barnyard fowl's ability to crow |
to high heaven.

“Tll see that it is cooked right
soon, Sir,” he declared.

ALL THROUGH these islands |
sugar cane is grown, and on the
roads you often meet big I
xho !l!}ﬁ' on its way to a nea

. Natives slush the cane wi
avy machetes, a hot and hard
task, Loo.

1 presume that w
have never owned a pair of shoes;
the bottoms of their feet are like |
sole leather—they'd have to be to |
take the punishment of the roads |
and fields,

For the most part, nights
always cool. Indeed. I have fo
at least u sheet very desirable
warm sleeping. In larger comum
nities, tap water may be drunk:
stherwise drink from  decanters
filled with ice water.

WEAR SUMMER clothing, with
verhaps something for thes occa-
sional cool evening. Rainy season
is August, September and October.

But enough of British' West In-
dies for this week. My next will
be from Puerto Rico whero 1 shall
join a group of American news-
paper men and women, members
of the National
tion, who are visiting Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Isles.

very great part of my pleas
ure during the trip will arise from
the fact that my only daughter.
Susan, (Mrs. Donal Babson
3 es In \hllmu, Mass.) will
join me as my guest.

In |

ny natives

INSIDE THE

Muckey Named
l.athrup ‘Wa) or
Page 1-E

Mat Champs Meet
Jap Team Here
Page 6-E
Guatemala Vacation
Is Anniversary Gift
Puge 1-|
BHS Aquabelles Plan
A “Shopping Spree”
Page 4-B
Birmingham LWV Observes
25th Annlverbury

1-D

Me'.hodut Youthu Send
P.uckxxe lgnm Congo

ECCENTRIC

1
John Buga

Band‘ Is Read

Homer s
while we
peared, but

when Mrs,

This Week

|
| Even if Postmaster Gener-
| al Summerfield should rescind
| his order to halt Saturday
postal service, tHe reversal
probably will come too laté
for Birmingham's post office
to re-schedule service for the
day.

So speculated Postmaster Rollig
Reese Tuesday, who said the local
postal facility had made plans /to

READY TO S

VE YOU with a Smile, Ann Bos-

. comply with its directive from

doing a land-oftice business in P Summerfield to eliminate Satur-

new violations bureaun. An f 1090 ay mail’ deliveries and window

. 14 Mile road, i3 on hand to serve recipients of WHEN |nb. \!hl\‘l'\\ ' scr; bcgllnml;\t |h|s|wc§k, "
ice tickets f s 5 p.m cept Sat- rned N Reese said other cutbacks would
police tu-lv« ts from B a.m. to 5 p.m. d . except Sa . . N include’ reduciag the prefent ten
. New bureau is located in room on the o . M o pablie window service
second floor of the municipal building, adjacent to from ) daily to 81 hours, and rrefusal to

court office. ept third class magter, except

Sadieal supplies, aftor April 29,

miss b ' ’ N new window hours were
B- . h B ttl ( k it wiirne . - intatively scheduled for 9 a.m. to
o 78 : 0
irminginam to battle Cree o ST BIRMINGHAN'S NEW MAVOR and the youns- | e

1 el At est it has ever had W «m . Robert thove), , ABOUT 20 TEMPORARY en-
M E h D . . tem with City Clerk Irene Aployees would ha b be laid off

It R here, accarding to Reese.
For ayor S EXC ange ay M Le venrs okl won hix second He added that the two-duy back-
1 . commi v o week before in the [log of mail awaiting carriers on

Homer with a

\pn] 1 annn 1. Mayor pro tem is Carl Mondays wonld put the local post

Special to The Rirmingham Eccentri F. Ingra et of the “voungest office “a_day Lo two days behind

Mayors of Battle Creek and Birmingham will ex MEANWRILE, THE MYSTERY mayor’ t Beier, who had just turned e ) only be able to tale
e places on Monday, May 20, of Michigan Wee £ Homers home, paet and fat 1 vears old when he assumed the position in Sep- part of the mail out on Mondag,”

it was oy J. Balice, mayor of Tonia
and chairman of the state mayors exchange committee,
following the withdrawal of two small communit

In the drawing Battle Creek was ;v.uh'vi with u\ per

tember 1951 he said,
Some second ¢lass matter, such
maguzines, might be delayed
hi 3

several da; e added.

Face Parl.m Ban

City in the Upper Peninsula, and Birmingham was lined T
up with Peliston in Chebovgan county. Both Copper City . . Sk-“e GoP BOSS
and Pellston informed the state committee they would ‘ 1) !
zod Pulitan Informed ¢ If No Acce rive . To Speak Here
IN A RE-PAIRING at Lansing Baitle Crek s A tiwo-vear deadline was set thi% week by Birmingham ol 2yrence Lindemer, newly clect

ed chairman of the Republican
state central committee, will speak
at a meeting for all Republican
workers in Onkland county, Thurs-

matched with Birmingham. X
Although more communites than ever befor
part in the exchange of mayors and villag

city comniissioners for the construction of
cess drives along US-10 between 14 Mile
uvenue.

all remaining ac-
roud and Oakland

» will take
presidents

s - > oy . . . duy, April 18, 8:30 p.m. at the
this year, circumatances prevent » number from tuking After that date, deereed tha parking would be  Birmingham - Community  Honso.
part eee palring e prohibited ulony the right- > there are no such He will give his analysis of the
munities that lose their hange city

drives spring election and outline & pro-

\ ing tho Repub-

v monthe, the com 0 Mic

Award Contract ! o ond ™ ',“‘" m',i Lo Monds e Teh Canjerecional district
o it , . o home e blems have inctea “ Young Republicans are sponsorini
For Birmingham's . - i e thiy mhecting to. Iaunch & county:
>y Ld he o 4 © e ver wide niembership and organiza-

4th Parking Lot ke ity very tional drive.
Low bid of ' The purpose of the drive,is to
ow hid_of COMMISSIONERS i o encourage and enlist young Repub-
yard. 8 B hute },. e " N . lican men and women in all county

Sunrise Services
Near Waterfall

areas to begin working now for a
complete Republican  victory ity
1 1l people interested in uo-
participating in party affairs
urged to_attend this meeting.

Plan Joint Meeting
'With Supervisors

sion for con It
municipal parking lot «
and Forest

White
two other

Mo

One of the prome

Building Valuation

| drives, the commission
| it eliminates  the .
| The estin . . pulling into Mrs. Hope Lewis, David Levin-
t . " and off US son, Luther Heacock and City Man-
t i The comm ed  the er Harold Schone have been re-
ity with ‘lpnnlnlnl to the U.,kh.ml county

wtion for \lmh

-

bourd of sors. City commi
sion renamed them Monday nig

Commissioners plan to meet w
IR ~),(
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vhich
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Funeral Saturday |

For James \'erq’l()'r | STRICTLY FRESH

Bugas was elected may Funeral & for Jume \w "
or of Bloomfield Hills unaninously o eI ‘Wet Tong Lake| The only thing they haven't
by the Hills city commission Tues roul, Bloomfield township Sl b | packaged, so far in the line o

dinners is the decp-
|- of a waiter who is
kel Lip.

ugus, vice president of ready-to-¢a!
|frozen &

left a nia

am Chri

e commissio
election along with
Lyman J. Craig and

Commissioners
Dominick Vet

Fellow we know purchased a
. fifth-hand outboard for his row-

hanked the commission
its volo of confidence and prom-

I do my
faithfu \\ untl lhn

rve
next election.”
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en & |
Vernor and his |
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Robert J. Stadler wa
rk-trewsurer. City Mana BORN Ih troi, \

Ko -h«ll way renamed a tended Cranb b 1
Amusements v Military m - boat. He plans to spend the season
Bits of Birmingham and R.-mu wits @ member ¢ fame 1 Black mutter-boating on the nearest lake.
Business Briefs ed board of rev m Horse Troop. His interest in PP
Ch h N After trying out the pl...m hav- . horses continued over the years, \ i .
ure ing commissioners serve at-large g S— N - and he spent <ome tine as a pro. An optimist is a_fellow who ex
Correspondents ieTi i ‘_ A SPECIAL LETTER of commendation went to the five here receiving the fessional dare-devil rider with a pects to get kigk out of the
luring the the commi nmer ) ] lcohol i ﬂ /
Graefield Derby [ sion voted to revert to the previouy thanks of Birmingham Police Chief Ralph W. Moxley (left) for their dramatic futles Show 'ﬂ"l‘l"“"‘ sleohol ln wing-flavorgd
North Adams system of assigning specific com- capture of a wanted criminal in Birmingham March 22, From left are James ) H entry ‘:‘)-,, the f ”\, >.’u| Jelly ./
All other Areas misioners “responsbity for it Czarnowski, 18, of Troy; David Frasure. 14, of 16145 Beverly road; Fred Bil T e i aprenticechinin | /
Down to Earth “:{;,';',‘,,;;'g; ta) FoRS, potien RS T lingsley, 33, of 1868 Holland; Robert Reedy, 15, of 783 Abbey, and Gerald Schic vewtly every department of the |4 Aufo manufucturers have neg
Editorialy Bliens stressed that the commis 18, of 1938 Clifton. The teenagdrs, all carry-out boys at Wrigley's murket, firm, even ws a delivery  truck | el 2 fAT D SerElop Ve e
i . sioners named will act in a stricly Hunter, ran nine blocks in pursuit of Charles E. Meteulf, 31, of Pinckney. Bil- 010 he was made director | ML behind the wheet "
Parties Original T \ | mdvisory capacity lingsley was entering the store as Birmingham Police Lt. Henry Timm velled, £ ivertising and sales promotion. PR
\ PR ; i otiol
Round the Towns \ LE{ . A . Stop that man!" He cut ucross several blocks to Webster street. was first to prior to being called into the | pirst thi i "
School ) 4B, COMMISSIONER James S B\ reach Metcalf, who by then hud pulled a knife. Metcalf was arraigned this week as o lieutenant, when the | U INE o <o b urak b
%""m (/ $E | the appointments. Bugas promised on charges of breaking and entering and robbery armed. He had run from the Michigan National Guard was fe down payment.
“::l:": News Sections B, L:;' to do soAn the near future, usking store when it was discovered a check he tried to cash was stolen. He then flagged lo the Aleutians during World | . i) VR 2
! for thy delay to see if one com- down a woman driver, who saw his knife just in time to push the lock on her War 11, and later, Verno A .L"'.:‘:;t
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