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Study Good and Bad Points of S’field’s Proposed Charter
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| b accepted. Proof of the logic of this is shown | comminity’s council from doing business with his city for| COMPARISON has been made with Livonia, whose State
‘ ) [ more universally accepted i its | Y v 1 rate is about 5.75 mills per thousand dollars of
') 7 of office for its | monetary profit. Southfield’s proposed charter does prevent rate ut 5.75 mills per | | of as-
Area 8 Governmental ] utulre l(’:{ ?]l’lesspvﬁu&;;x:;‘i):nof staggered terms |a councilman from participating in a vote on the awarding sessed valuation. But Livonia gets, with very little municipal
Vi ” Sonulated - : R h awarding relates to his i expense, a half million dollars annually from the race t:
V H d M l Ina brapd new - 80 sparsely bell oy Sou;:d \Of if sue “ there. Too, it aso gets another half million in revenue from
i han one ward is, we believe, a g vt . . J i Arraniy a
In Oters anas ong ay gﬂ:‘ t'}ll‘i:rm?:rogf':ﬂr:;in;nﬁl councilmen to be elected in]| HOWEVER, this prevention csig :e a merg' m ; 1 four large plants within its corporate limits.
iti: 30-: i 8 1d Townshi one-ward city can, often does, get them from a concentrat- safeguard” to the taxpayers; a dishonest official need not uthfield, today, only has Northland Center within its
.ﬁllflzer;’xh:(;;‘;;%tci{:;rev:;geo:ﬁegﬁe?“::'m:e%t ozwreqje::‘: :d area—and this can result in a failure to render services | vote to assure that he gets business .. . he will seek to favor-| poiddaries, and this would compare with qply one of the four
:"P' por city charter when they ballot Mopday, Dec. 3,|impartially to the whole community. ub![)"h!nfilnuflgiet h;icnut“:gg‘:ier;}er of suspicion at any potential Livgnia auto plants in tax reygnues.
i 18 0 sus ) e] 9. .
1656, . ELECTION of a mnyor' of;en’ works satisfactorily, espe-|future official—but safeguards are set up to look ahead for uthfield’s first charter allowed ten mills as a maximum

L. . . | f o : . is ief reasons for de-
Defeated the first time it was presented, thig coming elec-| ; than a mere part-time basis. Big many years. Indeed, such a safeguard ought to exist to pro- | tax Jevy This proved to be one of the chief reason:
tion will consider another charter, presumably changed to gﬁg lv':};:“b::t iﬁn‘);:xgmhucr:ses? To smaller communities, more | tect the good names of all councilmen, thus making it un-|feat of that charter. But to reduce it to five mills is, in our

suit an as yet undetermined number of its citizens. often than not the mayor is selected from among the coun- | necessary for them to decide on the moral phases of award- e;:r};ﬂier' a tremendously false lure to catch tax-minded
If it is voted down, Southfield may have one{ more chance | cilmen or commissioners themselves—this is very true when|ing a contract to a fellow-councilman, S, B
at another charter; if a third vote is negative, or if June 7|a city manager type of government is utilized. Civil Service exists in government to prevent the use of i

| SPE i ~ 1 .
i il rt it impossible for the city |the “spoils system” to get a foothold. A Civil Service Com- v N
arrives b;fore alr';o:l;{“:ote is taken, the area will revert to T::‘l ;::)g;sed c:a:terhxlz\:lfs ‘m elntp;? more than 50 pe{"‘ mission should be free mfm,t“ all pol(i}im\l control orh?,',:‘]‘"]l%ul“' IOSS)HOUII;XI‘)dSCo::::i;? n\;;ﬁ atlosgecor:te :f 'i:;tsy"';:t“ onc:y\:?::
rty owners to be assessed oppose it. tion. Once a term, a ioner sho eep Oak n pport \ road
“Asmthh :‘;:’:I;:l;:: l:oarg: tm)odhe c‘;’i:’t‘s yﬂs?;‘: ::;::ﬁ:: w"i}h(: fsmgoodpe yfor most such improvements, but thereﬁma)' his job until legally removed by a court of jurisdiction. ,Th ,v::: lg):eqmm;e i W E;uc;w lmmedl‘atfoly sp',"»"? ]"ﬁ
i “m Y be times when downright necessity calls for a certain’ tax o . | roads.
?gﬁ :{;u'"“{’g&::me that are in tie “maybe Yes or fuaybe spread, since most citizens naturally oppose arbitrarily im-| 1“;,}: PRE£E§ T ¢ harte.l; n"?‘;:i‘):‘z: cx‘f::‘;lu :‘ s;‘c)::{ While city status does provide greater flexibility in deal-
| e« posed taxes. However, renewed efforts can be made to win |time i c‘ 008€s, ismiss a commi . g ing |with both internal and external civic probl it can-

| e essary bly will be declared justifiable (and it may |8 ol Inte A H

| TWO-YEAR terms for city commissioners, instead of four citizen approval, if e P be), nevertheless the system will work best when lutely | 10 . a single impr 1t without mioney. )

| years, may be a justifiable rule, inasmuch as Sputhfield will,| * THE IDEA of providing civil service protection for munic- free from council control. A provision can be inserted allow- .\snle from the dlﬂErEnCFs of qpinion thn': natlgrxl]y arise

| i the charter is approved, be starting “at scrafch”, and may |inal employees is good, for, if correctly applied, it removes | ing the council itself to bring the matter to a court. with regard to the charter’s ways of operating city govern-
want to try out its first legislative body. e‘:lployaes from “political manipulation.” In our opinion, the most flagrant error in the entire pro- | ment itself, here comes to the fore this most challenging of

‘ lure to give th taggered terms will not| Operation of a justice court, instead of using a full-time | posed Southfield charter is the five mill limitation it places |cU rrent _questions to Southfield voters on Dec. 8, namely:

e e nion. & fontinuation f“ of i icipal jus bly best fits Southfield’s problems in |on tax revenues. Most everybody who knows the problems | their willingness as taxpayers, to face necessity of a higher
wmluowm' hto op:iq:}m, af m one el o?.ian to arotherv ;y:}:: this area for several years to come. of financing a community the size and nature of Southfield \L’L rauf than the present charter’s five mill maximum, ¢

| part o‘;m;,};mccg{‘mlen?";e:?s of :r:cifcal experi¢nce by other| ~On the negative side, we agree with many who argue that | township believes that a limit of five mills is a false lure tol Yes, indeed, Monday, Dec. 3, is a day of great decision in
levels of government show that the staggered| term dea is|a city charter should completely prevent any ‘member of a|win affirmative votes. . p!

Voter Apathy May Decide S'field's Charter Election Monday
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Writer Sees Charter’s
' Defeat by Slim Margin

{ By WILLIAM H. THOMAS
Voter turnout Monday, Dec. 3, may very well decide

Sidelights

By WILLIAM H. THOMAS

! \
Safety, Scenery Top
AL MAYE e g, S Hills B of E Agenda

he polls Mon-| An adult guard for the Maple road crossing at Wing Lake
:.h;"b.‘:f";“b: :e':}e:tl'y on:n :;. $chool headed the list of safety and landscaping measures . whether the proposed charter for the City of Southfield
election is a toss-up which could | 3pproved last waek by the Blogmfield Hills board of edueation. passes or goes the same way as did the charter which resi-

go either way, depending upon how | "5y C. Thorrje, president §2 r i P - i e ; v
well the voters get out to the poll- Bloomfield Hills eﬂpcm‘mi'l‘, red 5 S 3 4 L derits rejected last December by better than two to one.

. % brief report of a fact-finding sur- P i) 3 LA S P S 1 " If the charter is defeated, thing is almost certai
ing stations. orted the council lhas discussed al 3 If the charter is defeated, one thing is almost ce n.
i of vey by a committee of Oakland - q : . - el i b !
S wehl;th:; you lnll that l‘_‘. of r{rﬂl ford t_heu hu:{'hnM:plehew'ln‘ Tounty sehdol superintendents. The |§ W S . NE| 3 I There will be no third charter if incorporation opponents
or whether you believe that it e"n‘;d':’,:,i“’; O hours. Therd|need s unguestionable, according g : R s ¢ . I petition for a new charter commission, for voters to consider,

would be better to break the north | Uona § VU i ihilation |eost off| £ the survey. Js n 5
end off from the rest of the area: | {500 und ‘an annial $100 upkee | t12c, Royal Dak and Waterford
get out and vote. Your one 9t |in"addition to a guard to operate 3

might decide the future of South- |} M {EH “Thorne ] sai { ———

fleld. Supt. Eugene L. Johnson sug. .
e gested  that at fmall additiona] | W BOVOYIY Solldly
AMONG THE AREA resi- |cost, a school custodian could es.

simply because time is swiftly running out on.those who want
tol turn Southfield township’s 30-square-mile area into a
hdme-rule city by June 7, 1957. A
\If by that date no charter has been accepted Southfield
' reverts to complete township status and probably will be
.. chapped up into two or more incorporated areas.

dents with a first_ hand inter- |cort’ pupils across| Maple road be (O poses Charter . e e v
est and aympathy in the Hub- |fore and after sch P! . THERE WILL be no third vote because, if successful, those
Bateher at the Walnut Lake |7 . ;”fﬁ;f BEV.E“‘J.LY;?"LI’%";: ¥ whb oppose city status for Southfield will petition for a new
Food Market. THE DOARD tudled land) | o that residents of that area— || e £ o) ke | charter commission.
According to word just re- “Jesigne i i . - S . This means a 10-day delay after the election while the
; I rents i Pon. |scape sketches designed| to ini |bounded by 14 Mile, Southfiel p T - | lis means 3 y 3
:mdx'?:n'.'::k Was among | crease safety at Wing Lake schoo and Evergreen road— - % B 3 ” - = - - petjtion is filed. The Oakland county board of supervisors
the lucky ones who escaped |2y Mmoving back| the fence and 9 per cent °§wP°“‘ to i ‘ 2 N = | mupt wait at least 30 days after receiving the petition before
across the border, The uncle | hrubbery four fret at the Wing | LoQming I e acaociation. there. B8 | v it D | 2 ]  they can act upon it, meaning they cannot set a date for the
Ia now in the United States | o 8 ehuded ructidn of 4 |fore have an overwhelming man- S | elegtion of a new commission before Jan. 25, 1957, at the
O oin Usarents hope to be |imall parking area for leachers' date from 2000 residents—with t - &, % ] : earliest.
able to bring him to this coun- | 318 . approximatley - \ [ 5 - = = t would take—at the very minimum—45 days for com-
try. Kish himself came to the Mrs. Thorne sajd pupils have t¢ | voters—to_ express ou 3 1 e 3 mission candid to file nomingti itions and for the
. Ulited States in 1948 as & dis. | ¥alk in Wing Lake road {o get tg | enthusiastically work to defeat the ( d - .=y | clork to have time f birt ters: thus placi
I laced he school entrafce from Mapl pmrolad charter,” said Chester F. 2 & c! o have time for reg_mgn g new voters; thus placing
placed person. -oad. She a walk be con- | Guilment, association president. ? = R \ | any election well into April.
o structed. Johnmn[rnunured wi:.“ e are divided on thnb:zﬁmlul : A 4 I v .
IN VILLAGE Clerk |an offer to insta]l a gate in tl ome a | T
F.‘;EA}?."‘& was busy up to the|fence on Maple [so cFildren ca i HERE—IF THE new comissioners were to spend only a
last minute Monday night re-writ- |enter the grounds directly. week or so to adopt the/same charter without extensive
7 5 ¢

ing the Oct. 15 council mhmu{g. P @ to have the governor’s approval

g:l En; Ncg&ylw:zlosﬁﬁlg';c;::ﬂ: COMPLETION landscaping | jac of| the new document—pérhaps by the latter part of April.

lluuys and_keys. *|plans for Eastover and Wini on the city o eld proposed s e =3 . - It would take at leadt another 45 days between the time
This is the fourth time in the | 3chools also yerelapproved by the | charter,” Guilmet concluded. ‘ ; ¢ ? o e B | the charter was finaized and the document could be voted

st five years Mrs. Hauk has |ponch Tho bonrd Cravested bl in June at the earliest.

ng i

focked herself out, she veveals, and | 0 Lincoln Club L1 A 8 ' h
g dock at Eastover. incoln u = Y 3 ortcuts could, found to speed up the process only
although she expected to have to| ", Wi, Voted th ot compotitise o o AR ORI ot R L sl iml.v. Mech '/Bﬁf State law would prevent too much
the office (which she has done on "’,‘f“m’h":nplﬁz'ﬁ‘;"v‘:’;d.m“‘ ln;“;"]‘:; e]i?”‘éﬂ:;lm'n_o{‘";;:‘ 5’_‘&"‘?‘3 . p— : — e TR sharteutting, and any d or v delay would
ot “k:‘ﬂ"r"l w‘f“':‘;“,ﬂ,:";: schools, county Lincoln Republican club IN ORDER that Southfield voters might know what wards they reside in the itively ruledut any chance for a vote on the third charter.
:"r"“':{:‘;“: the next day, She| ‘A community college| for this |are Mrs. Herman Luhrs of Lath- Ward map drawn up by hfield’s charter c issi is reproduced above. So, it.can assumed that this is |t7-perhaps the final
Sonehudes, jokingly, that breaking | Feneral avea i & wonderful idea' (rup, thind president and Mrw|  Though boundaries of wards and precincts differ, voters will still cast their bal-  chiince to ipéorporate the whole of what is left of Southfield.
a window glass c;:-?“ “{I"" c"““ Scott when Johnson presented h ' secretary. ' lots at the precinct stations where they voted during the presidential election. LAt ) .
::ill‘m.ngo.l: "L;::lrco)\:gh the office floor. 1’_HOW LL THE various areas and factions vote on this

' chyrter, .

v Somé, even in the north end, will vote for the charter in

e |First Charter Compared With Second o fery

_ arﬁe ort to bring better protection from any freeway the
spaniel presented them with c.,}";?",‘j:‘%i"wfﬁ;”; w}:j’; Stgfe highway department might want to run through this
13 puppies this fall, she rath- SOUTHFIELD—Monday residents here will be called upon council by voters. creek Farms has been written and [apéa. A city admittedly can better cope with the State on

. :ﬁ"ﬂdﬂ:{.’:: g gﬁ; "';.: to make a big |d as fdr as the future of Southfield is| Under the second charter two-year terms are required. "f"':“:{ {v"‘h 'L‘: ‘f,g::d"‘:’.‘;":""f;“_' o Plﬂ’imﬂth? such roa!ds—t-ipe:haps requesting a shift here,

boys, the Knightons have man- | concerned—to adopt dr not to adopt the Southfield city char- PR . | special spring election, probably in/ B Tot he, A re in Eonsl ruc ? to , h wl

aged to reduce their total of |ter, that is the question. 3) OBJECTIONS were raised to the 10-mill tax limitation|April. / }:l n is factor has lost its punch within the last month

"“ﬁ:;'e,:";:j" Sparkle, three This is the second time Southfield has voted on a proposed by residents who wanted a tax rate more closely in line with|, WI“"",*“J B'“'Q“HE“ ‘;_“m= with t} e‘nnnounhcemex;lt by Charles M. Ziegler, State highway

pups, § eat 'und o canary left |charter since the citizens there decided to incorporate in|the township rate which amounts to about one mill plus state ,:’é:mn‘ ecrotary for the charter |- “m";’h‘““e"'h tthat :;rteh Pmmh f;"l"‘f“'rﬂ"e freeway would

now. :l'l\cr. I-l‘ &uae‘; a .éu]r.lje, 1?155. Urr;less': "hu]'lt::r;ls adopted by June, 1957, South- | equalization. N ) N ‘.o,;..],..um mmp;{,"d ,,,:A,P: el "T go through the n er:m outh eld area.

great inerease in the Lathrup - |field will revert to township status. . Under the proposed charter the tax limitation is five mills. | Schiotterbeck, Herman /Dobson, N . i

Seeiagee spanicl popglatihe. 1t is unlikely that 4 third charter can be prepared by that| 4) Election of city officials from one ward met with disfa- | Yernon Fisher, Fred Midsal and | IN SOME AREAS of are des

—|time should Sputhfield citizens decide they do not want to|vor of many residents last year under the old charter because | %" n o tspec}:al e ey its. Should Sov

accept the document being offered them Monday. they feared that their particular area might be forgotten if incorporate these people—who were without the right to

e i ntati lected from other areas of special assessments from Southfield’s incorporation vote June
HOW DOES this Bhnrteq compare to the one that was goola:ﬁgeﬁf’me tatives were all selecte ther are ELSEWHERE IN D‘E ECCENTRIC | 7,/1955, until August of this year—will probably vote against
turned down last Dec, 12, | e v No County quifding in B'ham |th n’im"‘ . )
Let’s look af the major reasons voters rejected that char-| THE CHARTER up for voters’ approval or disapproval Section 1, Page 1 hey know that, should the charter be accepted Dec. 3, it
ter and see what changes have been made. Monday ‘calls for six wards in the city with a seventh coun-|py. o ¢ the football Game wpnld mean they would hgve to begin all over with their
First of all, [the residents \voted 4,925 to 1,923 against the |cilman elected at large. It also provides for an elected mayor| " Section 4, Page 1 “"c'”‘ll agsessme'nt requests, petitioning, public hearings, ap-
charter after the area was sed by opponents of the char-|who has veto power over council actions, which requires five| ~ / g {’h val o bondmxt-!—mea.mng a further delay in receiving
ter and incorppration who objected Qrim.lrlly to four charter |council votes to override. Society / . lfﬁe improvements. . .
inc Inc I . ¢ .. Sections 2, 3, 4 ncorporation opponents, centered mainly in the northern
provisions: Another factor which contributed to the first charter's / h lost t £ thei .
R defeat was the desire by many people, especially in the north Chuyeh ax¢a, nave 108t two ol the}r most vocal leaders and with a less
1) APPOINTMENT of cierk and treasurer. Citizens feared |end, to remain “as is”—who felt that city government would| "~/ Section 4, Page 6| J33€rous o ign against the charter may have lost some
that political of the present clerk and treasurer mean higher taxes because of the need or demand for more uboHFlELD vLG. COLUMN |+ &3‘- even in their own rather solid anti-incorporation back-
might removq them from office unless these two officials|and improved services that a city-type government conno- Section 3, Page 5§ ¥4

were elected. tates. /NORTH ADAMS COLUMN Y tor lea N
These officipls, as well as the mayor and two constables| In the north end this faction still is in opposition to the| Section' 3, Page 2| 100, IT IS DIFFICULT for leaders to sustain a ‘crusade’

are to be elecfed by the people. charter, but whether to the same degree as before or pot SCHOOL NEWS affer some of the objectives are reachéd and the less hardy
2) Four-year terms for councilmembers. Residents wanted | will not be determined until the votes are counted Monday Section 6, Pages 6, 7, 8| anti-incorporationists may have fallen along the wayside.
two-year terms for ¢ouncilmen to insure better control of |evening. / (Continued va Page 2, Sec. 5)
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