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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press -
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Now That The Political Battle Is Over

The American processes of self-govern-
ment, through free self-determination of
who shall govern, has come and gone for
the year 1956.

Nearly sixty million voters went to the
polls Nov. 6; more than sixty per cent of
them favored the re-election of Republi

life of the United States can be said to
have offered much that is worth offieial
consideration. He did stress the idea that
a nation not forget the elemental require-
ments rof people, and that government
should endeavor to protect them from
those i over which individual

Dwight D.- Eisenhower for President,
against Adlai Stevenson, his Democratic
opponent.

This tremendous majority vote for Ike
is almost unprecedenited evidence of his
popularity, insofar as past Republican

_ candidates are concerned.

STEVENSON'S SECOND FUTILE ef-
fort to win, like that of Republican Tom
Dewey, no_doubt means that the Illinois
citizen is now relegated to the political
shelf, along with Estes Kefauver, except
as Adlai may, like Harry Truman, partici-
pate in’ behind-the-scenes political activi-
ties.

Ike's record of four years, his warmth
of sincere personality, his known ability to
handle international and domestic prob-
lems of an economic and military nature,
no doubt are the chief causes for his re-
election,

Certainly Ike ran ahead of the Republi-
can party, for even though he won, he
failed to acquire a Congress dominated
by his own partisans.

THIS LATTER SITUATION, though,
should provide considerable comfort to
Adlai’s supporters. After all, the legisla-
tive branch of the federal government, by
every constitutional guarantee, can
more powerful in influente than the exec-
utive branch.

Stevenson’s contribution to the political

haye no personal power to correct or cure.

Stevenson did emphasize the need for
our country to be mindful and alert to the
danger of another World War. Although
some of his suggestions for achieving en-
during peace and for handling our mili-
tary li like demi
generalities, he did cause Republicans to
go into the subject, and to state their
attitudes to the voters.

e

PERSONALLY, WE REGRET that the
great Democratic party failed to conseript
a man of greater empirical experience, a
man with more aggressive talents to lead
it during this campaign,

Perhaps, though, they may gain some
comfort by recalling that the Republicans,
with Tom Dewey, made the same mistake
twice.

Well, now the campaign is history.

Eisenhower continues to head the fed-
eral government.

The Democrats dominate Congress.

We average citizens ‘work to get the
money that supports this government.

Let’s be intelligently alert to our ‘civic
probléms. Let’s keep an eye on all public
officials. Praise and support them when
we think they are doing right, criticize and
deliver ourselves from them when we
think them incurably wrong.

That's the way of free men and free
women in this most wonderful of all con-
temporary governments on this earth!

Some Folks Are Motivated by Resentment

We wonder, sometimes, as we read the
utterances of ADA’ers (Americans for
Democratic Action) and others of a simi-
lar mind, how much of their convictions
are based on reasoning, and how much on
mere resentment and/or hatred of cap-
italism and so-called capitalists.

It is, of course, conceivable that a man
can get to hate something so badly that
he will, in his “histrionic role” as an op-
ponent of something-or-other, be willing
to destroy himself in the encounter.

IT IS SOMETHING LIKE certain sui-

cide roles, when a person may become so
dramatically emotional that he is willing
to seek another world . . . “just to make
somebody else sad and remorseful.”

To be sure, there are honest, even
though mis-guided, do-gooders, and they
are acceptable in the various currents of
pro and con affairs of life.

But those who are motivated by down-
right irrational and unreasoning emotional
resentment and hatred are not helpful to
bring about the Good and the Enduring
Life.

State and Local Tax Bills Are Going Up

“Our tax bill is going UP—not down,”
writes Sylvia Porter, the husiness analyst.

‘This may surprise a good many people,
who think only of federal taxes when they
think of taxes at all. But it's a fact—and
the reason for it is found in local govern-
ment. Miss Porter cites figures showing
that, in the last fiscal year, state tax col-

lections reached an all-time peak of $13,-
300,000,000—an increase of $1,700,000,000
over the preceding year. State debts are
also at an all-time high.

The moral is plain: We must demand

.economy in the state house and all other

centers of local government, as well as in
the capitol in Washington, D. C.

I. From The Eccentric’s Point of View ces

According to the last census, almost
9,000,000 people earn their living, in whole
or in part, from employment in retailing.
This makes retail trade one of the biggest
of all businesses. At the samé time, most,
retail stores constitute small business
ventures. The Census Bureau also tells us
that, of the approximately 1,720,000 indi-
vidual retail stores, about 1,500,000 of
them do an annual business of less than
$100.000. Retailing is an enterprise in
which there is room aplenty for stores of
every size and kind—from the bigwest
chain system to the little family operation.

All over the United States Italians, on
October 12 each year, pay homage to
Christopher Columbus. Why ? Because he
was the man who, in 1492, discovered
America. This Genoaese certainly had

great courage to face the unknown waters
to the west ... which reminds us that our
land really is not an old one, as civiliza-
tions go. Yet we have gone far!

Among those city of Birmingham em-
ployees who are’doing a good job is “Dick”
Gare, director of public works. Here is a
sincere, hard-working chap whose person-
al attitude toward his job is one of prac-
tical cooperation with the public. Folks
like Dick deserve a pat on the back now
and then,

Congressmen seem to forget that when
seeds are planted in the earth they gen-
erally grow—especially on good farm acre-
age. Yet they continue to 8end more seeds
back to the homefolks and then wonder
why there are crop surpluses.
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Some days before the presidential elec-
tion, Pat McGee, 776 Southfield, had to
deliver some “election material to a pre-
cinet worker living on Kimberly in Bir-
mingham’s Quarton school district.

It was an area unfamiliar to her, so she
stopped at a corner house at Chesterfield
and Pine streets to use the phone and call
her friend for more specific directions.

“Who should open the door but the Re-
publican candidate for attorney general,
Dick Van Dusen!” Mrs. McGee exclaimed.

She introduced herself, and asked to use
the phone. Van Dusen smiled but his ex-
pression hinted he was trying to place just
who this woman was. ¥

Mrs. McGee made her call, thanked Van
Dusen (who still hadn't recognized her),
then completed her errand.

In case Van Dusen still doesn't know
who his visitor was, the material she was
delivering was Democratic party cam-
paign literature. Mrs. MeGee is Birming-
ham’s Democratic party chairman.

P
Another post-election rumor: in-
fluential state Republicans are think-
_ ing of getting President Eisenhower
to pick nice, important overseas posts
for Michigan’s Governor and his lieu-
tenant, Phil Hart.

“It’s a shame we've got such a fine
pair only working for the people of
Michigan,” say these far-sighted Re-
publicans. “What a more wonderful
thing if we could get them working
for the whole nation! Of course, we'd
do our best to fill their shoes back in
their home state.”

YOU CAN FOOL SOME OF THE
PEOPLL ALL OF THE TIME,
AND ALL OF THE PEOPLE

SOME OF THE TIME, BUT YOU

CANNOT FOOL ALL OF THE
PECFLE ALL OF THE TIME.

By Lydia King Frehse
Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

Views Countryside
In Indian Summer

Your scribe is spending the last lingering days of Indian
summer amidst her favorite haunts in the Rochester area.

Now it is late morning in the®—————— — —]
old orchard on the hill. The sun
moves upward, gradually liftin,
the fog from pond and stream an,
woodlot. The surrounding valle;
emptied of summer’s lushness I

NATURE NOW

Junior had better invent some new
schoolroom “excuses” this fall. His usual
alibis for being excused momentarily from
class may soon be obsolete.

I
self. This familiar brown and black
% | banded fellow who rolls himbself |

into a ball in my hand is the lar-
vae of the [sabella tiger mpth.
Soon he will hibernate unde,

Stanford university has launched a na-

tionwide research project to learn how
often Junior needs to raise his hand for
permission to perform restroom routines.
The project is being sponsored by the
lumbing fixture f! TS associa-

tion.

Dr. James D. MacConnell, director of
the university’s school planning labora-
tory, plans to catalog the frequency of
students’ needs by area, economic status,
sex and age. The purpose is to establish a
guide for the number and types of rest-
room facilities and fixtures needed in ele-
mentary, junior and senior high schools,
and universities.

AT PRESENT, BUILDERS and school
officials use guesswork or follow tables
sypplied by local building codes (also
bifsed on guesswork) when deciding the
number and type of facilities to install in
school restrooms. N

Consequently, there is wide disagree-
ment as # what would be adequate for
children. One toilet per 25 students. is
deemed satisfactory in some areas, while
one toilet per 100 students is acceptable
in other localities.

The Stanford project will be completed
before the end of the year, according to
PFMA. All data will be released to school
groups, government agencies, builders
and members of the plumbing industry.

Local school and PTA officials stand by !

P

Some while ago, attempts were
made to prove Shakespeare really
didn’t write all those famous novels.

Perhaps the real answer is one once
suggested o settle the disputed auth-
orship of Homer’s poems, It has been
said they were not written by Homer,

re and still Its subdued greys |
and browns and blacks which spell |
the early win-
ter landseape
have already re-
laced autumn’s
right boldness.
But a few
crickets and
gralsshoppers
remain  hopping
about in the
empty headed

a
log or stone and will not pu;ala
until spring. |
ter he has caten a meal of
plantain leaves he will spin a|co- |
cgon of silk and hairs from his gwn |
woolly coat. Although the width of |
his black central band is suppdsed
to indicate the degree of hash-
ness of the approaching winter,
he is neither more nor less of a |
weather prophet than are his - |
panions, the cricket and the griss- |

CRANBROOK CLOSE-UP

Special to The Birmingham Eccentric

| Science at 9 a.m. for the las|

a short half mile to the wopd
| where we have been wont to
Mrs. Frebse | serve the cycle of the passing s
. sons. The noisy bite of the chhin | They were checking in children,s
king the morning e | 38w has warned us of lumbering | parents,  allocasig - borh - L g
onerations in progress. The i is dozen available cars, passing out
is evident that he hag fAlled with the aroma of green wood maps and directions 'on . getting
just made a meal of the juice of | lhad sawdust falls to earth|in through Toledo to Woodville, where isn't
|the last apples’ and pears left | steady slrea'ln. r—e were to rtneet’ lnﬁ go on toja -
| rotting on the round nearby. "This was a Tossl hunt. and the

quisitive yellow
jacket just land-
ed on my writ-
ing pad, shal

from his wet feet

ea-  khaki clothes and long-visored

caps.

conversation

| HERE WHERE UNCOUNTED |
springs have hidicn the wild til- | younz people were armed with
i¢|llum and ginger together with a |everything from professional roek
‘_”e‘ﬁ'o““"f‘ ’:‘:”]’i;"l;":)“;{";“?ﬁ ‘3:: carpet of their kind, we followed |picks to ordinary hammers for
fertilizad queen survives to %lhw |the deep track of wheels pressed | pounding fossils out of the rocks.
nate in crevice or log. It is she |iMto the raw earth. Here is the |Quickly we were in our assigned
alone| who 1s Teft to ,ﬁm a new |disturbance of uprooted stumps, | cars, and the trek began.
colony of her kind 1o mri"mm" }nf an'« of Pmp‘ty bmnchn“s, of de-| 1 was fortunate enough to find
ha term “yallow jacket” is used | stroyed Rground cover. Soon
| o came to a clearing where the great |able people.
loosely ‘to designate several sper fame to 8 clearing maple were be- | Birmingh

cies of wasps belonging to  the : : "
genus' Yespa. All inflict a painfu) | " hoisted on a string of trucks. [him was

sting. All have al ating yellow
and black bands on the short thick |2
abdomen.

Their| nests, which may hold a4
many ag 15,000 insects, are usuald

PERHAPS THE pronoun “she®

tracks.

Eugene L.
. was driving.
1 s’ younger son David, \a
in the midst |of ninth grader at Barnum schogl.
!l this wounding, we tell ourselVes | With me in the back seat were
recs are a crop just like carn | Susan Stagg and Carolynn Browf-
|or wheat; when they are ripe they | ing of Royal Oak
| must be harvested or the heaft- | junior and sophomore at Royal Ouk
ly puilt underground. ' Sometimey | ood Yl rot, and they will be [ high school
they arp hidden in rock walls on | TR (0NN, Mrensoned conclusipn
Beld miae's meauently an empty | joos not erase the hurt we. pil
old mausc's nest is appropriated, |pOCK TOF erase the hurt we
Dut pthways the pupal celle ar ok " e i we e
made o(d chewed .Im wood nb.-m;lnw chorished «
moistened with saliva. shed.
Ofe N salive | Our beagle, Maggie, trots ahepd
N Al NEARBY stone a “woolly | 0 i Weaving in and out of the

have missed it.”

SUSAN SAID SHE had been
koing on these nature expeditions
for several years, ever since sl
first read about them in The Bir-
mingham Eccentric, because
likes them, and because

i) i
) i ' | hedgerows as we follow the ropd | help me in my science cou;
bear” eaterpillar is sunning_ him |l B v houne. W | very interested fn sclence’
) | have time to pick a small bouqijer | David, 1 learned later from his| Again,
of the last yellow cinquefoil a lq‘a‘uhor. h:

He is now 13,

hite clover embellished |ye
large rose-colored head of rel- | deviated from " his eight-year-old | ed

large rose-colored head of “re
clover surrounded by its white-pgt-
terned leaves

| Lowering skies, a chill east wind,
| the dank aroma

Hap[;enings
of Long Ago

Bits Of News Gleaned
Files Of The Ec
Ite:

nd a well-informed young

ware on. “‘We never njiss any

Mr. |

interesting as David
|are members.”
4 Mr. Nickell

|longer deny. It is the end of Ih-

dian Summer.

11

pt
I's name entered the by

50 YEARS AGO

November 16, 1906
“No more Sunday funerals at
| Oak Hill cemetery, Pontiac, the
board of trustoes having passed a |
resolution to that effect except in |
|cases of contagious discases. Bir- |
mingham had better do likl.'wim:,"|
. |

o
Saturday last the victim of a most
horrible accident in which he sus- |
tained the loss of his left thumb.
| Stout caught his thumb in a horse’s |
{harness and the horse backed up, |
‘li’l'@nlly tearing the left thumb
ot

30 YE AGO
November 11, 1926
“Formation of a new bank in
Birmingham loomed today with the
announcement by several promi-
nent men that they intended to ap-
ply for a charter for a state bank
to carry on both a commercial and
ravings business in the village.
They propose to organize with &
capital of 3200000 and a surplus

$50,000 it has been  learned. |
Names' connected with the an- |
Luther D. Al-

J. Coryell,

er, James Taylor,

Edward G. Wasey, A. W. Wasey.

C. E. Hooke and James Vernor, Jr.”

YEARS AGO |
November 13, 1941 |
come to The Eccentrie |
at Celia Merrill. daugh-

illiam 0.

asked to teach composition at the
Juilliard Institute in New York,
‘where she is also a student. Celia’s

DIGGING CLAM AND coral fossils from hunks of
1i Jjunior by of Cranb Institute of

404 Fifth Avenue
NEW YORK 18, N. Y

“l want to'read up on loopholes in the law.”

work in directing the Will-0-Way
Youth Orchestra this summer
helped to give her the experience
for this position,” !

Science participate in the 1956 season’s last nature
expedition. The group metored to a lime quarrie near

Saturday on the Rocks

Aged six to 60, we gathered at Cranbrook Ins

. constantly  as

drove along toward Toledo. “He's

regular Pied Piper to the kids, | steam shovel was at work, and pis-

I remarked at one point, | tachio-colored trucks roared up to
d Mr. Bacon quickly interposed, CArTy away the limestone.

“To adults too—at least he is for

me. I love to follow him around disphied 3

and listen to his nature lore; he | was obviously fun—it was definite-

can talk interestingly about every-|ly not “study” t!

thing from butterflics to dinosaur huberant cries began:

You'd see them sta CTOss
huge lake and know that they
had no place to land short of ten
miles to Pelee Is!
respectively. to the Ohio mainland.

The incompleted Chio turnpike h
really confuses the through traf-| “Sflly,”
fic in Tolédo at the moment, but| just LOO
by following closely behind the
blue station wagon-in which Mr. pe
che | Nickell was riding, we made it
“they | through the city and to Woodvill
I'm | where the automobiles gathered at | bedd,
a curb for further instruction. |
getting hungrier every
as been coming for five | minute, we followed the blue wagon | call it that because ita the color
fas nevar | until we came to a tall, white-dust-
lime factory, turned in and known use
| determination to became a scien- | down and found ourselves on t_he‘n‘urkler-." D:
bottom of a huge lime quarry with | “I'q
man he is, 1 discovered as the day | straight walls rising at least 75 50-m
hing | feet toward the sk;

HERE WE GATHERED 'round I u P
does. We both | for a straight talk from Mr. Nick- group for a while and heard him
He said we were pri

Woodville, O. for the dition, under the |
of Walter J. Nickell, (second from right in background).
Photograph in color by Stephen M. Stackpole.

but by another man of the same name.

|ager is a friend of his, th#t we
were to stay away from the walls

tute of | because at any moment an

| over-

per. g e nature expedition of the season. | hang might slip and fall on us, and
Shore haif enchard e walked | Walter P. Nickell of the Institute, and Bill Stapp, imstracter| th ot ome
-|in biology at Cranbrook School, looked ready for business in —"°t g

not one rock was to be thrown

Lunches were consumed at top
_ | speed in the cars, n no time
the chiidren in their bright shirts
ve |and sweaters were swarming over

an enormous rock . pile where a

The eagerness, the enthusiasm
revelation. - Phis

he kids. Ex-
“Mr. Nick-
look what I
A crab? A
lease come

ell—Mr.  Nickell!
found. What is it?

‘ |clam? Come look—p!

“YOU SHOULD HAVE been | look!”
e | myself with some very knowledge- | along when we went to Pointe

| AND FROM BILL Stapp's group
|'of Cranbrook school boys, “SIR!
| Sir! Lookee—what could this be ?"
Mothers and fathers, uncles and
punts were pounding away as
't furiously as the children, chipping

1 wouldn't | oyt “the" fossils.
oung girl, new and be-
, said to her companion,
ow do you find things?"
" Kcnna the answer, “you
1 found how right she was. From
ing an observer [ became a
“looker” and the more I looked the
| more strange items I found im-
led in the limestone—snails,
giant bivalve clams, shiny brown
nodules, calcite, celestite—'they

d or 30 miles

its only

of the sky—celestial and
fo of July

id explained to me.
ess this big quarry is about
filion “years' “old, * wouldn't

Iyou?” )
I” Having no idea how to “guess”,
hovered around Bill Stapp's

to the boys that this

rivileged to | explal
5, Sec. 4)

actory man-|  (Continged on Pa

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill |




