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. News Should Be
Made Available to All

Lnt week reporters who cover Lathru Vilhgeu couneil

meetings were asked where and how tg
in!omticm thlt City i
been inquiring into purchase of Southﬂeld School Dis-
, trict land on the west side of Southfield between Margate
* and Santa Ann.

As explained then, hfield board

FEeY

the

of eet-
ing at which Watchowski appeared, was a public meetmg -

covered by an Eccentric reporter.
But even had it not been a public meeting we feel
" that people of Lathrup—the taxpayers—had a right to
km what their city officials were contemplating.
here, that we see nothing wrong in the
inquiry madc by Wltchewslu The land, under township rule,
is completely surmunded by Lathrup, yet that city has no
control. over it. We believe the city should be concerned
with what huppenl to that land

TOO MANY TIMES, it seems, city officials—not only ‘in
 Lathrup—but in all communities, are under the impression
that reporters have a right to know what is going on only
if it is announced at a public meeting or given out in a
statement by a "quallf\ed" public official.

Some people in Lathrup would muzzle the city ad-
ministrator because “he is not the person who should
‘. give out such important information.”

‘What would happen if a taxpayer were to ask the city
administrator, the dog catther, the patrolman or the Gov-
ernor of Michigan a questxon which pertained to operations
handled by that official in the course of his duties?

Don't you think that—as a taxpayer—you or your neigh-
bor should be given as good an answer as is available by
that official?

.A NEWSPAPER reporter is only a representative of that
taxpayer. Peo e buy his newspaper because they want to
kngw what is happening in their community—not just what
their elected officials want them to know.

. Too. many times elected officials, wrapped up com-
,Iei!ly in the chore of government, forget that they
are only servants of the people and not their masters.
1If the present officials were NOT in office, would they not

want to know what is happening to their government, and
to their tax money?

Too many times people, including elected officials, stand
up in a public meeting and say “this is off the record,” and
go on to detail something that would be of vitdl concern to
the taxpayers affected by that information.

PR

{LET IT BE SAID here, that newspaper reporters are NOT
bound to honor any such “off the recdrd” statement.

If made publicly, a newspaperman is required to report it
as a matter of course If made privately to a newspaperman,
it should be u: b&ore the news source starts talking
that what he hu 10 say will be held in strict confidence.

We must admit, in fairness, that public officials, from
time to time, draw unjust criticism from taxpayers be-
cause some newmmmnn inadvertently has misquoted
or misrepresented that official in his account of a story.
To correct this, we suggest contacting the newspaper in

question. In most instances of this kind a reporter will be
unaware of his mistake and would be happy to have a more
correct version.

DO N(Yl', HOWEVER, confuse misquoting with honest
difference of opinion as to how the account happened. Two
reopl- who see or hear the same thing will interpret it as
it relates to them.

That is one reason why a newspaper reporter, who
is supposed to be objective and removed from emotional
involvement, should be able to give a better report of -

the account, if he is supplied with all the facts. Supply-

ing those hch is the job of your public officials. A news-

paperman also has training in gathering and presenting
information that the average person does not have.

Most newspapers-seek to operate to the end that they can
aid in bringing about the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber of human beings. . This means that not only must they

nt “everything that’s fit to print”, as e New

mes puts it, but they also must know when to delay, or
even wlthhold certain types of news—all this belnx done
to protect society itself. —

NEWSPAPERS are only humnn institutions. People who

ey gathered the| Thomas that

York i

Sidelights

By WILLIAM H, THOMAS

FIRST OFF, let’s answer a

Court Order Sets Date To En

Pollution by Lathrup, Acacia Drain

m that

iokinz‘y asked
(I say jokingly,

I've received
from some, I am not so sure they
were %%:’ln;.) but, like the other
Bill mas, 1 maintain “I'm
innocent.”

SOMm‘IE ELSE‘S troubles
al s appear a bit lumer

thy our own, and so it was
with a chuckle that ] rmlved
the news that one young man,
emerging Trom the Lathrup
village court room this week,
uttered what.
thought after p-yln
ticket, Almost
youth said, “If you did some-
‘lhlnq‘ serious around here,
they'd probably hang you.”
Hell probably slow down
though, next time he goes

through Lathrup.

e

IN THE UNUSUAL name-oecu
pation department, I submit, (with-
out comment) the following which
'was a sign on the back of a truck
south on Telegraph:
“Jll‘k Goose and Co., Beef Pack-
ers.”

e
AND IN THE same vein, |
note th member of u-:
hlhmp vlll-le Tree Com

tee is Alvin B. Plumtree, 13538
Bung.lom I'm told that he’s
doing a good job, along with
the rest of lhe :ommmee_

THOUGHTLESSTHOUGHT “It
seems to take a lifetime to grow
old.” Not for some peuple, it
doesn’t. Especially when you're at
that stage of life where people can
call you “elderly” (or so I've
been told.)

School Board
Picks Village
School Site

SOUTHFIELD — Schol board
selected tentative -school si

on 12 Mue road to serve the Crln

brook village sub-division at a

special board meeting Monday

night.

The board fejected the proposal
of Cranbrook developer, Rodney
Lockwood, to build a school on the
Agattas dump, located on the west
side of Southfield road, south of
12 Mile road.

Lockwood appeared before the
board three weeks ago with the
suggestion they build a school on
the west 10 acres of the dump. He
said he would then use the east 10
acres for a shopping center.

THE DEAL wou"ld hlve hinged
on the legality of the board to con-
demn the 20 acres when only 10
urcs would be used for the school

T Tockwood presentéd the 12 Mile
road site as ah alternate if the
'board didn’t approve of the dump
site. It s located on the north side

12 Mile, west of Southfield, The

the board

se
approval ‘of architect’s plans for
o Nine ‘Mile junior high school
site and discussion of other possi-
ble-school sites.

Reverse
Charter
Stand

EAST BEVERLY — Greenfield-

Y

Beverly Hills Improvement Assoc-
iation approved a resolution calling

for active participation by

group in electi

missioners selection

charter commission advisor;
This was a reversal of

tion taken by the association which

board.

Jast Fall had decided to attempt
beat incorporation of
Southfield township by defeating

down

all_charters presented.
George W. hy, association
president, cautioned, however, that
this does not mean that the group
is solidly backing any charter that
may be presented the next
charter commission. ,

P
THE RESOLUTION reads, in
part: “Approval of such a poh:y

does not infer that our association

is committed to approval of any
particular charter.”

About 100 persons were on hand
at the Beverly School Monday
night to hear Henry M. DeMeyer,
township trustee, Marvin R. Marsh,
president of citifens for South-
field Pownship, and Mrs. Fannie
Adams, township clerk, address the
group.

BOTH DEMEYER and Marsh
had opposed the last charter, but
DeMeyer, only because he thought
the charter a poor one. Marsh, on
the other hand, heads a group
which has voiced disapproval of
incorporation, but those present
were told that he had modified his
viewpoint after studying South.
field’s pollliul pasmon.

Adams “told the group
what they mlght, expeot if the)
were left out of Southfield as B

city.
According to Murphy, those
e[ present fell thit since they could

not clearly see the area’s outcome
should they be left out of incorpor

ation, they would go along with
incorporation to see if it could
provide them with a government
to their liking—one which offered
& reasonable amount of services at
a comparatively low tax rate.

on of charter mm-
of a

e posi-

Scouts.
assistant Scoutmaster; Earl Teeples, secretary and out
advancement and institutional representative.
Scoutmaster; and Jack Steyskal, Troop-
master, is not pictured.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS of a newly formed Boy Scout troop a
northwest corner of 14 Mile and Middlebelt, meet to plan future adtivities for the
From left (standing) are Willis Swanton, treasurer; Dr. F

Seated are Dale
chairman. Peter Morello; a]s

doorsman;

Eagle school,

rank Holland,
Jack Brussel
Winnie, (left)
istant Scoul-,

Needed for Buying 37,514

hool Sives”) ughter,
New Schoal Sites }InAutoDeath

SOUTHFIELD — In a study of
school site requirements for the
township planning commission Da-| SOUTHFIELD—Authoritics are
| vid Geer Associates, planning con-|Pressing a manslaughter suit

}uulmm« stated that 306 additional

against a township man whom |
| acres were needed for future school | th

ey say was involved Sunday ‘in|
an auto accident fatal to an Tonia

Drive-In Theater
Request Referred
To Planning Bd.

SOUTHFIELD — Request for
change of zoning to allow construc-
tion of a drive-in theater south
of Northwestern highway west of
Lahser, was referred to the town-
ship planning commission for study
by planning consultant David Geer.

A similar request last year by
Charles Bauervic of Detroit, owner
of the 2l-acre parcel known as
the Noyes farm, was turned down.

frontage on Northwestern,
653 feet, is zoned commercial 250
feet decp, and behind this it is
zoned R-2 residential.

Entrance to the theater, if grant-
od, would bo from Northwestern,
with 300 feet of storage space
take care of cars wuung to lm

Entry and exit would

.
get out newspapers, can, and do, make mistakes. But thef,. LOW GENERAL ;
honest newspaperman knows that there are two basic kinds k};’ pf:;g.n,: %'mj, .Z':;ﬁ“""‘“ﬁfd
: I:tuhka one comes from the head, the other from the gechn;\_};nl by D. Naylor &

ea ons, $75,775 and low electrical by
:\Boyd Electric Co., $22,449.

e Eug? MR ot e » il B S i

T s 5 pibiic ial meeting Monday

officials and their many problems; he w:nts lo help ﬁ'he board approved the plans for

them In l.hdr efforts to build a better community, a dNr’:’:,nM;l; oot mih jichool a2

f Luckenbach.

However, he beheves that his first and dominant respon- ﬂ:‘::::mwnx"th:"bozﬁr:nule foug
sibluty and duty is to the people who are governed, the|c¢lassrooms and two science room

i peaple who pay taxes to support government. He believes ﬂ;’;’;‘,'ﬁm e Ve are Iack-

| that only the people’ are the masters; the public officials|approximate $800,000 to spend

are the servants . the newspaperman remembers this
wonderful Biblical statement: “And whosoever will be chief
among you Jet him be your servant”., (Matthew 20:27)

on the buﬂdm
A RTH UR STEI‘HENS was

Swanson Explains

This Week
|Charter Defeat

Gilbert Lake

ho;rd t
uxn'-ute for khoﬂl sites
of Southﬂeld tu'n!hip
Suphem aided rkley
school district in lcqulrln‘ Tand
during the past
Bids for the An‘hn‘ Road school

v SOUTHFIEL] addition will be opened at a special

| Doomn News [ SOUTIIBD A et N T

wan: f
s % Bage 4 fownship's late charter commission. March T Paok
T ns, why, is are. uv uy

opinion, the city charter was de
feated In t election. ition Deadline
ul" o Qll':‘nhx.u. w:s on Peht D

Reminder Given

LATHRUP —

Leonard A.

administrator,
reminded residen reek that
they

erasionzons which wouldbo bt
by Oakland county road commis-
sion at Bauervic's expensei A pro-
posed greenbelt would cut off the

eater from neighboring homes.

Waive Height Limit
On Office Building

SOUTHFIELD — f Ap- |
peals wmved helght hmlLlLIDms as

requested b, H.
MeManus of 16\00 w Lngm Mllc
so they might build & commercial
structure six stories
Mchr?u said the building would
commercial offices. ‘It
is located on three acres at
Eight address,

i south of 10%

pansion, at an estimated cost of

5- 000. ousewife.

i -| . Bruce Wilson Shady, 21, of 23710
ot e heeded 57 ddl-| W. 10% Mile road,"and Burbara|
e ddi- | R bhe, 37, 01 Devroft, were arrest:
(\un.ll acres for major park arca. | Kubbe, 17, of | vere arrest.
“Costly and time-consuming con-| ¢4 Sunday afternoon by Southficld

| demnation suits can resultfrom | Patrolmen William Reed a
Stanley Steinke, at Shady’s place

delayed site acquisition. Poor site
location is another unfortunate re-
sult of excessive delay,” said Geer's

|

repo

of employment, the Oakland Steel
Treating” Co,’ 24700 Telegraph }
road.

Shady is being held in 35000‘
bond for investigation of the death |
of Mary Gregory, 35, killed early|
Sunday on M-66 near Ionm when
Shady’s car rammed the Grego
20,000, as compared to 7. | auto “into a field Where the car
present school age grou | overturned, police said.

“0f the 12 public schools in the | «
township, eight are evaluated by MRS GREGORY'S husband, Wil-
school district superintendents & | Jiam, and their daughter, Carol
inadequate for present enrollment. | Ann’ 10, were hospitalized.
Required plant and playfield addi- | * Migs Kabbe and two other pa
tions to eight elementary schools | gengers with Shady, Owen An
are limited by inadequate sites,”| grews Jr. and Charles Brooks
said the report.

The study also pointed out that
ten per cent of the public schos
students are bussed to schools
Birmingham, and that the major-
ity of students live beyond reason-
able walking distances to school

and rely on bus or auto transpor-
tation.

ng Miss Kubbe in the leg. He w
killed when_police ﬂred into

Withhold Approval iy it ot
|Of Private Club id"}mul: i’ gﬁal driver’s li-

nse has been revoked in Mich-
SOUTHFIELD + Approval of a |igan.

private swimming and tennis club
|School Sessions

\h]e road, between
Berg -and aph
withheld by bounl X appeals unti | |Remain ‘As Is
umy could give the request more |

ANN
ol by 1670 Southields
population may

. .

qur«tlonlm{ |

According to police, Shady sald
he and his three passengers v\ulted
four hours in their disabled cai
before leaving the scene on foot.|

Miss Kubbe was in a group of
7oung people who had antagonized
an elderly Detroit man to the paml
| where he fired upon them, wound:

LATHRUP - This year Lath-
Rulmd E. mranlth ?{L:‘)etron mr kindergartens and first grades
a o |

CALENDAR

TODAY
West Beverly Hills Gerden Club,

pm. at
32334 u-ym- x.,-
dl"n..n"‘ PTA meet-

e, B pam. n

Lathrup 7th Grade
LatbrenAthach; S UE-4
‘Lathrup PTA Square Dance, 8:30 nm.
& Southfield 10 sehool, 10" Mile
e

road.
Valley Woods Teen-Club, skating party

7 pm.

SATURDAY
aklia Community Assat Prosident’s

Pras
Ball at Bonnie intry

2
Ofenstein, Putnam drive.
e Rtverside Danes elub Mardi
st Birmingham Countryy elul

Franklin Fire Dep't night course for

volunteers, 8 p.m.
TUESDAY
Valley Woods WNFG
i, Blaiin Gommtaity Eotos
DNESDA

Dew Bouihfeld

al-'l- lllill high school
"" ¢ Bloomaeld ::‘ I-‘-uu.

dance class *at

Winter Party at
Gras dance

130

not change sessions at mid-
site on seven ackes. His attorney | year. Since session times have be-
told appeals members that it would | come equalized, children who at-
be a “Birmingham Country club | tend ool in the morning will
without a golf courses” continue with that schedule and the

Ten petitioners voiced disfavor | afternoon ‘amain the
with the club location. same.

We Have Seen . ... ,

. .. a fat contented cat, purring by the hot air fumage
in a Franklin grocery store. Very seldom are cats seen in
stores, but they used to be part ol the equipment.

. a teenager carefully and uutlously wheeling his bike
down a snowy township road last we precarious-
ly across the handle bars were hls kis and ski poles.

.
big rooms, big ﬁrepluces. b doors and big doin's in
Lathrnps aptly named Honu m the Woods.

dismantling of the old brlck factory on Inkster road
below 15 Mﬂe. The factory Ior more years than the oldest
making fireplace brick and

has been
the date lnscrlbed on the adjacent farm house says 1835.
—RAS
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y Te«)\nolnL’
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Townsl|
Found
Fatal 4

SOUTHF
wilkinsnn
contractor,

negligent_h
deaths of

dents as re:
crash Aug.

Wilkinson|
years prob.
$1, to ti
ceased, and|
driving for
ditional - fiv
ommended.

Donald B-rluw.
Ves

Park, and
50 of Detro
cars collides
Dearborn

a3 not opgn because
does not expire untj

Figure $765000 | Charged With Appoint Swatkson

Vacancy

ELD — Don L. Swan |
Pennsylvania, w

seat on Yhe Town.
was valated by
vhen he took over
ipost.

rustees named Swi un

night, and at

ee vacan
ing board.

ember of the town
|commission and elec
hart

has h(-mv active i

jayor when t]
il
irs both locally

He is general mana}
10hx;:«m ﬂmtc Fair.

L a “ayno Unis
pwrence Institute
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free and one-half years,
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Guilty in
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ELD — Morris H.
22476  Telegraph,
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fwo Detroit area resj-
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|Southfield

Hearing-

t

Continued .

Decrees identical to those
issued against three other
communities in the Evergreen
Interceptor Authority last
year, were entered Monday
against Lathrup and Oakland
County Drain Commissioner
Ralph A. Main in the latest
effort by the State Water Re-
sources Commission to halt
Rouge river pollution.

Main was cited because he con-
trols the Acacia drain whicn serves
parts of Beverly Hills subdivision
in Southfield township.

earings against Southfield,
|however, were continued because
lof Southfield’s unsettled polmc-l
(nnd ition.

“They delayed entering -(dmeu
|against Southfield because there
|15 no head (government) to enter
|a decree against,” said Harry N.
| Dell, "Southfield attorney who suc-

| — ‘cess{ull) fended off the decreer be-

f the Lov\n,hlps political
in hcwecn

alﬂl

DATE SET for Lnthrup and
Main to have courses of astion
mapped out is May 1. By July 1
\peclﬁcalmns should be prepared,

and Oct. 1 is the date set by de-
cree for grnnnng contracts. Proj-
ects, whatever they might be, to
eliminate pollution of the Rouge,
nanust be completed by Dec. 31,

957.

Last Aug. 29 decrees with the
same dates were entered against
Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills and
Bloomfield township. Suit was
pressed by State Water Resonrccs
Commission through the State At-
torney General’s office.

EVERETT F. HAYES, Lathrup
city attorney, and Oakland County
Corporation Counsel Harry J. Mer-
ritt, raise the quesuon as
whether any community could pull
(out of an authority after it wnx
established. ~

Hayes contended as did Merritt,
that unless Main could force com.

" | munities to remain in an authority

|after it was formed, that_ such
projects as the Evergreen Inter-
|ceptor could fall apart as various
|areas pulled out to go_their own
|way. No opinion was given to the
|attorneys’ queslion

HAYES ALS() nled Act 342 of
Lhe Public Acts of 1939 which es-
tablish use of authoriti auch as
the Interceptor authority. .

“The Act ronumplnes union in-

said Hayes, adding
some type of interceptor or a
sewer plant were only solutions.
1 don’t see how they (Lathrup)
|could be so hampered or tied down
| {by Tegisiative act)” said Oakland
County Circuit Judge H. Russel
Holland, who heard the evidence.
Lathrup and Southfield should
be tied together, for solution of the
Runge pollution problem, Hayes

"They talked the same last Au-
ust and they'll talk the same next
ugust unless a decree is issued,”

the attorney. general’s office.

“THIS 1S 1o m[nor problem in
Lathrup Viilage. u is a public nui-
sance and & heal lem,” said
Miss Clement who st-ued that a
motion, filed last Ju!y, was ad-
iourned on plea of yes. “Mr.
Hayes tooled us and h-d it held
over.” said Miss Clement.

“It was our contention that there
was no violation last August,”
said Hayes, referring to a Dec.

1955 deadline set by a decree en-
tered against Lathrup in 1954.

The decree did-leave open the
vossibility of time extensions but
Tolland warned that every posslblc
effort would have to be m
pollution abatement and
son given for lny xul:h exunsiun

SINCE THE decree against the
three northefn communities last
August, they with Troy have been

making plans for enlarging the
Birmingham s e w treatment
plant. Their sights {o\lld be quickly
shifted back to the Evergreen In-
Eerceptor sewer, the plan 'lhlch all
agree is the best answer to abate:
m-nt of Rouge pollution.

The interceptor would run a
lln! from 14 Mile road, with north-

rnbranches, down to connect
\vi!h DMRI u“n lylhm

LATIIRUP lnd Swthﬂnld. in-
cludln; , are a
part of the nu :r which
been ‘E'_ﬂvy tor
ship’s inability to !nthM the
ure of the area which.already m

45

-

said Miss Florence Clement, 0(,



