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= It seems that too.much of our whole
world has lost its beljef in its own abilities .
to claim security through the exchange of
work and honest sacrifice for the foods
‘that sustain soul and body.

It seems that even we who constitute
*. . . freedom’s best and last hope”, the
United States, have heeded the siren voice

5 of that thing called Pdternalistic Govern-
ment, and are willing “to trade our birth-.
right for a mess of pottage.”

We live in a land that long ago severed
its political and economic umbilical cord
from ancient Britain . . . our land of free-
dom was won only after its colonists shed
plenty of blood to achieve victory.

TR

TO RETAIN- this freedom several other
terrible wars have been fought . . . the
alien enemy from without our shores was
easily seen, eventually defeated. -

It was the great Abraham Lincoln who
once tol¢ his people that “. . . if the United
States are ever conquered, it will not be

~* from without—it will be from within.”

[To the student of these past two dec-
ades of U. S. federal and state govern-
ment, the handwriting is on the wall, Per-
haps it always has been!

What, you may ask, does it say?

it to you in any kind of container . ..
1 always is a condi-
reference.to “the
.

hand
for

tion, akin to the Biblical
Kingdom . . . within . . .”

There are those -who shout: “In a de-
mocracy everybody is supposed to be free
... free from werry, free from tyranny,
free from persecution, free from unem-
ployment . . . ete., ete.!”

They mistake the meaning of self-gov-
ernment for the objective of. security.

R

IN AND OF itself the ideology of “de-
mocracy” is only a political device, a pat-
tern of human action, within which the
free powers of human heads and hearts is
supposed to function, this functioning is
depended upon to improve the lot of people.

But if the majority of those people who
utilize the processes of democracy, or self-
government, are not motivated by the de-
sire to work and save, to love and in the
loving be loved—if they are not insisting
that two and two always are four and not
three or five—if they are not willing to
apply the rules of commonsense to their
political and economic acts . . . then the
art of democracy cannot be blamed for the
negative environment created.

e e
ONE IS GIVEN the power of voice . . .
but that'does not mean he will always tell
a lie, or always tell the truth, or speak a
mixture of both truth and falsehood.

So it is with demoeracy, or self-govern-
ment . . . admitted to.be the best method
devised, to allow free men and women to
govern themselves . . . yet the most diffi-
cult to keep.

No, Dear Reader, I'm not a pessimist.
There are yet many good and splendid days
remaining for our people before the
shackles of bureaucratic government tyr-
anny are fastened to our posterity’s bodies
and minds.

e

SIMPLY STATED: “Most human be-
ings want the most they can get with the
least gmount of effort.” .

Most people would not refuse the gift
of a rich inheritance from a deceased rela-
tive . . . and most citizens today stretch
out their hands in hopes to get something
from their Uncle Sam.

Ah, add to this human weakness the
existence of those in'and out of govern-
ment who sound the sigen call! -

“Come and get it!” théy sing inside and
outside the legislative halls—“soup’s on

. +..come on the run and get it!”

e

BUT TO HIM who reads the handwrit-

ing on the wall, who is acquainted with

the past history of mankind, the change
is inevitable,

Freedom will have been exchanged for
what many suppose is security . . . but
it will be the security of the prisoner of
centralized bureaucracy, within a welfare
state.

There is only one way to stop, or at
least slow down, this drift into the welfare
state in the United States. It is to amend
the Constitution, limiting the power 'of
Congress to impose income taxes. Never
forget that the power of government is

* in ratio to the amount of money it has to
spend—and until the income tax laws are
changed, you can be sure that Congress
will continue to tax and spend far beyond
actual needs. It is because it has so much
money to hand out that the ‘federal gov-
ernment has made so many citizens de-
pendent upon it.

e

YES, THE DAY of the political and

. ic quack and d ue really is
here. E

Not all of this world’s snake oil is.in the
hands of carnival sideshow barkers.

All' nicely wrapped up in foolish, vain
promises, it is displayed by both contem-
porary major political parties in these
United States, as each engeavors to win
the acceptance of the mosf voters.

Utopia still is a far-off place . . . though
still the honest goal of self-reliant people.

AR

LIKE SALVATION, though, it is not
for sale in the market place; no legislative
assemblies can pass laws that will bring
it to you; even the best of religions cannot

I From The Eccentric's Point of View... H

A goodly number of Birmingham fa- support, and still it is said not to be any-
thers are doing splendid work in their PTA where near enough to do the job. (To be
Fathers’ Movie Patrol. Some of these men sure, more money is needed . . . and it
attend local picture’ shows every Satur- would be obtained more easily, too, if more
day afternoon, protecting our children of today’s educators tuined out better
against every form of social harm. They products.)
deserve the enltire commupnity’s thanks.

v | {

American colleges and 1 ities, non-
tax supported, are reported to have re;
«ceived. a half billion dollars in contribu-

. tions during 1955. Perhaps a total .of
something like 15 billions was paid by the
ican people for all of education's

“Unable to drain the water,” a Univer-
sity of Michigan scientist sits on the ocean
floor in Bermuda and counts the fish for
the local government. Using a slate and
plastic pencil, he notes the numbers of
various fish . . . so nbw even fish fall vic-
tim to a census-taker.
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ATURE NOW

By LYDIA K

The oft-traveled paths were ob-
literated by deep coverings of dead
leaves and patches of snow. Trees
and shrubs looked unfamiliar be-
reft of their tell-tale foliage, so
that one must
cast about for
other guide
posts. However,
after a_ brief
wandering we
stumbled upon
the brook which
for all its mean-
dering became
our safe guide.

The ravine
looked undis-
turbed. It took
a moment of re-
ad justment of
both the mind and the senses to
relate its emptiness to our spring-
time image of it; star-studded with
great white trillium and_fringed
with maidenhair fern. )

v
OR TO MEASURE its present
bareness with its dense lushness
on a midsummer morning: Or to
accept its muted colors for the bril-
liant blaze of autumn in which we

t saw it clothed.

But it is only the amateur and
the unobservant who complain of
“nothing to see” in the winter
woods. To be sure much has been
erased but much remains. After
the morning’s wandering, my knap-
sack was filled with such™ things
as insect galls, specimens of moss
and lichens, a half dozen kinds
of winter-resisting fungi, a couple
of cocoons, some insect pupae, a
handful of seed pods
of twigs with their w X

Overhead, encouraged by the
brief warmth of the sun, were
scattered groups of winter birds.
Diligently they searched for the
fuel-f to stoke the fast burning
engines *which warm their feath-
ered lightness,

e

WE WERE ESPECIALLY at-
trédted to the acrobatic doings of
a tufted titmouse on an ancient

Mrs. Frehse

Wiﬁter ‘Woods Offer
Drama to Observant

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

So sharply does winter’s.hand transform the landscape
that this morning your scribe felt like an alien as she ap-
proached a familiar stretch of woods

¥ |insect fare of the winter woods;

ING FREHSE

and meadow.

oak. He is always easy to identify
for there is no other small mouse-
colored bird with a crest.

The books place him among the
Paridae from “parvus”—small.

peckers, were about sharing the

scrutinizing twigs, bark and buds
pfor eggs and pupae.

THE SOMBER UPPER parts of
the titmouse blend with the empty
trunks and branches of trees and
shrubs; his underparts with the
dazzling white of snow and icy
banks where he sometimes searches
for nuts and winter berries.

When night falls he, together
with his companions, seek out an
old nest hole.for the added warmth
it affords. -

But the empty look of the woods
is deceptive, for all about are con-
cealed a host of plants and ani-
mals living dormant in wood, in
water, in earth. For others, life's
insatiable hungers never abate and
these are nbro:ad by day and night.

AS WE NEARED the edge of
the wood we came upon the trail
of a rabbit soon followed by a bit
of fur and blood and undis
snow ahead. All these are evidence
of a drama enacted Jast night when
the great silent wings of an owl
dropped down in the i

5 hoeck,
to 355 Columbia, Birmingham, recent-

Gino Bechi, Italian operatic baritone,
gave a concert from a lion’s cage in Flor-
ence, Italy, Moreover, there were fié lions
inside the cage with him. Finding a sud-
den shortage of pianists for such a project,
he accompanied himself.

Sometimes' it is difficult to ‘e sure
whether it is the public which demands
this sort of sensation or whether publicity
men think there’s nothing left to|attract
attention but the spectacular.

Since almost constant entertainment by
both good and poor performers has been
made available by TV, there is good argu-
ment for performers’ complaings that
audiences are growing insensitiye and
unappreciative of quality. They bitterly
claim taat talent and training are o long-
er enough, that the public wants a measure
of sensationalism thrown in as wel

]

BUT THERE IS A POINT at abput the
middle of an overcrowded lion’s cagé where
talent smothered with sensation hecomes
a measure too much. If the entertdinment
world is really concerned, let it refuse to
sensationalize talent. There is mhothing
silly about ability truly to entertdin, but
there is something awfully silly| about
thinking that throwing talent into a lion‘s
cage is really entertaining.

s
' Go ahead and get angry with anyone
who knows more than you! Chances
are excellent he cheated and made the
most of his opportunities.

Despite governmental crises, Argéntin-
ians are incurably addicted to fiestas. No
special excuse is needed for having a
fiesta. Any occasion will do, from the
weekly pay day to an annual birthday.

Such celebrations lack the proportions

. |
ONE THING OR ANOTHER

most
them.

By George W:?z Averill

North Americans assocate with
A fiesta might

merely a cele-

brating table or two at & restaurant, or it
might|take the form of * picnic or a house

party,

But whatever the size; they are enjoyed,
relished and respected. According to an

unwri
body

ten law of the business world any-
who annountes to his boss that he is

celebrating a birthday must be excused

from
centl

IF
seems
that
world,

work. This customary’ privilege re-
was upheld in a court decision.

A ]
THE FREQUENCY OF FIESTAS
excessive, it should be remembered
few, if any, other peoples of the
value time as highly as we.

A puritanical as wel

as a pioneering

heritage and a highly industrialized socie-

ty ha

e accustomed Americans to valuing

work for the sake of work alone, and to
put a premium on time. .

Mosit of the rest of the world values en-*
joyment and pleasure for their own sakes
and does not consider the pursuit of them
a waste of time.

Also we have many more entertaining
outlets and have never concentrated on any
one of them enough to mark it as the char-

acteri

tic American entertainment,

With the exuberance with which fiestas
are erjjoyed, it seems certain that in the

Latin
place

countries work will never quite take
f enjoyment.

The way I look at it, the best feature

ever

built into ANY home ANYWHERE

is the doors. They permit those on the
inside to get Lo the outside. If you aren’t
convinced, spend at least a solid week
cooped up inside one of 1hese residential
boxes. You, too, may discover that man
has a new faithful friend.

On Army Exercise Ove

* Specialist 3rd Class Vincent E.|Germahy.

son of Vincent E. Schoeck, | This|
tions,
ly took part in “Polo Ball” a 7th
army coms

post exercise in.cold and wi

r in German

exercise tested comn
lothing, equipment af
ply opprations’ in snow, rai

Y

hunica-
d sup-
, mud,

of Michigan and attended Detroit
college of law.

Hig wife, BarbadJanet, is with
him in_Germany.

Three Detroit Salesmen . . . TR 5-2629 . . . Plant Ml 6-2000 J ‘

13

1
"™AVERILL PRESS tc. of piminghan’

| .
A Tomm‘z PRINTING SER)

VICE—FROM TYPESETTING TO MAILING

|

with only the empty landscape as
an_audience.

What I carried away in my knap-
sack will keep me occupied for
many an hour. But its visible store
is also a token of, and an excuse
for, an experience’ whose rewards
cannot be tabulated.

And. when the book and lens are
put way, there remains that which
ever beckons to the searcher—a
wide margin of unexplainable won-

er.

Happenings

Bits Of News Gleaned From
The Items That Make Up
0O

The Birmingham Of Toda

of Long Ago

Old Files Of The Eccentric—
The Historical Background
.

50 YEARS AGO
January 26, 1906
e semi-monthly meeting of
the High School Literary Society
was held last Thursday evening in
the high school assembly room.
The meeting was one of especial
interest owing to the fact that th
o

come the most popular event in any
musical program.

o

The “Omnocrom,” a girls' club,
had a surprise on Miss Mayme Ta-
bor on Saturday evening.
pleasait time was had by
young people. Dainty = refresh.
ments were served.

o

The Misses Grace L. Smith and
Carrie E. Mitchell graduated last
night. from the American - School
of Osteopathy, at Kirksville, Mo,

will practice their profession ang
be successors to Dr. Jessie Willard,

tl .
Who has a fine office and practicé | Christ Church' Cranheook by
in the big city. Rev. Charles . Cadigan and the
) v. William C, Hamm,
30 YEARS AGO. Phiess:
January 22, 1926 The regular Saturday evening
David H. Ladd, of Madison ave- [dance at the Commupity House
.wfnue, who Monday night of  this|which attracts so many of the
occupied the ‘A the | younger set, been entitled
village commission caused by the [“The February Ice Frolic” in keep-
resignation of Chatles A. Bing. |ing with the second anmual  ite

ham,

o'clock niga, hi in
solving Iumldpcmlnln til
m v hnlh

s |Guard, Adelaide Hoover; Pianist,

A very |men
all the

The young D.0.s will at once
cesd to Chicago, Til, where they |°

rest of ‘the commission, Charles J.
ain and Wiley Bell, decided to
“eall it a day”.

e

Monday evening, Jan. 18th, the
following _officers  were installed
(for the Pythian sisters):

Past Chief, Sarah E. Symons
M.E.C,, Florence Olin; E.S.” Wilma
Jennie Shug; M. of R. & C., Des-
sie Houghtaling; M. of F., Rose
Baird; Protector, Elizabeth Adams;
Stella’ Edgar Captain, ida Daw-
on,

After the meeting the Good of
Order Committee entertained the
members with a guessing contest
and then all went to Taylor’s Ice
Cream Parlor for light refresh.
ts.

15 YEARS AGO

January 30, 1941

Hwi'l Durl-I Rleh;rd home ll'l:::
Coll for good, t

minute Muehzmvc been’ made to

her wedding party and showers are

about to descend from the heavens

O;I ‘:h attractive and blond bride-

ect

Her marriage to Jules St. Aubin
DeBeaubien is to be

second ~ann)
carnival at Quarton Lake Satur-
d.l‘ afternoon,
r. and Mrs, William S. Sphs.l
are the general chairmen and
Wayne

T

CLOTHE
DRYER

rones be the
Mead, M. ‘a5t Y. Chartts B
r, al rs. .

Dye and the G. Kirns,
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