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 is no question but what this
e
bly in land value, over the last

v itions, .
Few informed persons will be able to

Motherhodd Defends Its Young

All hail to the coftontail rabbit that did
successful battle with a good-sized rat-
tlesnake near Jacksboro, Texas. An eye-
witness says he saw the spunky bunny
dart to the rescue of her squealing baby
in a manner that would make the mild
tribe of storybook rabbits swell with pride

—or perhaps faint dead away.

‘l‘hh small but heroic-mother not only

‘dashed at the fearsome reptile, says Gaf-

International Friendships

The recent admission to the United
Nations of 16 governments, most of them
from Asia and Africa, emphasizes the
bloc which is forming among those na-
donn. Thzy have this in common, that

have d colonial
rule by Eummm nations and have not
liked it. Their common feelings tend to

-+ draw them together, on the other side of

the fence from the western European na-
tions and the United States.

— A bridge between these two groups is
highly desirable. The suggestion had been

Sah&;lilasling Minds As

They were discussing one of those pub-
lic buildings to be seen in almost every
town—half a century old, or more, dark
with the grime of many years.

One said, “I wish they'd sand-blast that
monstrosity so we could see what’s under-
neath the crust.”

And the other said, “l’d rather see
them do some mental ona

‘that Australia might constitute this

that the dty‘n treasury will be that much
more enriched. Were our. city ~commis-
llmnnbletobeapthnloedbudzetfmm
s, the on busi-
ness property tax returns would be re-
flected in lowering residential taxes .
but 'in a like Bil
growing so nplaly, with “ever-increasing
demands made upon its city for a variety
of services and improvements, little hope
for lowered residential taxes is seen.

ford, but seized it terrier fashion and
growled like a dog. This incident could
be used to point a fine moral about the
courage of the meek when aroused. We
think it's dandy for such a purpose.

But:we keep wondering, too, what the
rabbits have been feeding on in Texas.
Whatever it is might add a nice touch
to those salads folks eat for health and
vigor.

Hard To Keep

bridge. Racially akin to. the English-
speaking peoples, the Australians are geo-
graphically near the Indonulan islands
‘which lie just east o!’

THQEY THEREFORE are vitally inter-
ested in\good relations between the two
great national groups, and are qualified
to present the views of one to the other.

-1t is significant that where we speak
of the “Far East”, Australians refer to
this region as the “Near North.”

Well As Buildings

few of the people inside the building—and
maybe some outside, too.”

It's a conversation worth passing on,
because a little mental sand-blasting from
time to time would be good for all of us—
especially those tax-supported buildings
that house members of Congress and state

Suggesﬁpn For A Home-Cooked Dinner

“What on earth shall we have for din-
ner tonight?” asked the harried house-
wife. “We've had everything there is.”
She need not worry. A suggestion which
may solve her problem comes from Aus-
tralia. -

There a nativé wedding with 400 guests
was served a most appetizing menu, com-
prising lizard, flying fox, alligator tajl,

'es.

wild pig and wallaby, all vaped in ba-
nana leaves and cooked in an anthill oven.
The dessert was lily roots, supplemented
by one dish that shows how civilization
i§ corrupting the ancient customs. To top
off, there was a frosted cake.
(Comment from tha distaff side:
she used an American mix, too!”)

“Bet

| From The Eccentric’s Point of View...

Eisenh 'S recent
to Conxresa contains plenty of New &
Fair Deal ideas, all related to the Welfare
State, many of them favoring further
centralization of power in ‘Washington,
D.C.- To be sure, Ike is not so outspoken
as some of the radical Democrats on. be-
half of paternalism in the federal govern-
ment, but he is showing he does believe
in a governmental Santa Claus.

Those ten men who recently were bound
and in the washroom of the Michi-
gan Life Insurance Bldg., at Coolidge and
Woodward, were extricated when the
““gentlemanly” hold-up man decided to let
them go. Some of them were held close

',o five hours. Should this episode include
this question: “Is there no longer privacy
anywhere in America?”

Daughter of a famous actor, 34-year-
old Diana Barrymore publicly reveals that
she'is a victim of alcoholism, and will en-
ter a sanitarium in an effort to be cured.
We sincerely hope she will be able to
divorce herself from the affections of old
Barleycorn — but her flippant and wise-
cracking comment on the subject

NATURE NOW

Naturalist

Last autumn a brief note

tributing editors.

ring his lifetime this author-
naturalist wrote articles and es-
says for anumber-of leading mag-
azines.” He left all of us richer
for his six nature books, the last
of which, “Our Animal Neigh-
bors”, was written in collabora-
tion with his wife, Mary.

Of his childhood in & small New
Jersey town, Alan Devoe says that
he was a’ maturalist from the
time he caught,
tamed and cared
for a chipmunk.
With this pet
he shared his
life, even to
cnwhng into

his cage “with
blissful boyish
dur:xnrd of
hyglene

His WRIT-
ING began_at
age ten when
ho ' put. down

Mrs. Frehse

mother a Iund.leuered plece en-
titléd “The Chipmunk”. Twenty-
two years later there appeared in
the Audubon magazine, under the
same title and by the same author,
one of the best animal stories ever
written.
Mary Berry was also a “born”
naturalist but on_ another conti-
nent. For “she listened to the
singing of blackbirds in the long
soft twilight of Irish summer eve-
nings and she sought after the
herons in the Wicklow hills . . . her
eye and heart were always for the
gulls wheeling and crying over the
city and the swans that nestled in
iffey.”

When the two met, even though
the place was New York city, they
soon recognized their kinship.
They were murrlzd and after two

years took o a deserted farm,
Pudd Hill, nelr Hillsdale, New
York, there to study, to explore, to
write.

e
PUDD HILL'S 125 acres lie in
the secluded hill-country where the
Berkshires start sloping toward
the Hudson. It is a place of sunny
pastures, wooded hills and ravines;
of bottom lands, shallow ponds and
brooks.
Soon their lives and loves i
cluded all that ‘dwelt within_ this
secluded realm. But wrote
¥ove-ave the intruders, Tor the placs
belongs to the skunks and musk-

Pictﬁréd

‘Lives Around Us’

By LYDIA KING FREHSE )
Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

in the Audubon magazine an-

aounced the death on Aug. 17 of Alan Devoe, one of m. con-

rats, the white-footed mice and
raccoons, the red fox and white-
tailed deer.

You are an “intended” natural-
ist, writes Alan Devie if you have
a passionate response to wood-
chucks, a certain heart-shaking
sympaihy when you look up at a
red-tailed hawk soaring and e
ing, a_kind of melted-bone shiver-
ing of happiness when you hear

: I

ONE THING OR ANOTHER | By George Wm. Averill

To some people, snow is a beautif
blanket, which melts into the groynd an
replenishes the water content of the sol
Leaves lend beautiful shapes to trges, an
become gaudy cosumes in the fall.

To some people, life is more Jqy thd

* sorrow, more love than hate, more fait
than doubt.

1 have only met her once, but I suspe¢t
that Alice Terry, 4857 Dover court, Bloom-
field township, is one of these pegple.
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IN FACT, FROM WHAT she |had o
say and the way she said it, I am [certain
she is in love with Birmingham—and tHe
people who live in it.

But let her tell it in her own wards:

“This Christmas, I received a most Uh-

usual present—and 1 don’t knuw
what' to call it.

“It all started when my husband (Nof-
man) and I decided to spend the Holid:
in the West. One of my last-minutg chords
was a call at McClellan-Ball (Birmingham
yard-garden supply company) where I of-
dered 100 pounds of cracked corn for oyr
30 wild pheasants.

exactly

v

.
“WE INTENDED TO DUMP the fedd
under the pines and hoped it would serve
as a cafeteria for our feathered (friends
during our two-week absence.
“When Mr. (Jack) Ball (owner of th
pany, and also Chamber of Commer
president and a civic-minded citjzen
proven ability) learned of our plan,
said, ‘That's no way to feed birds.
will go out there on Tuesdays and Friday
and spread the feed for you.” |
“Which they did!
“I told this dehxhtful story to

Zoo mo 6

group

of oyr advertising cronies in Chicago and
also [to a number of professional men at
a cocktail party in Denver

“THE REA(,‘!'IONS IN BOTH cases
were| varied—‘Smart salesmanship’, ‘Good
Sale§ promotion’, ‘How Kind’, ‘Unhenrd
of in| this day and age!

“I/gee this as another link in an ever-
lengthening chain|of thoughtful and kind
deeds which have touched me while a resi-
dent of Birmingham. And so I, rlghttully
I think, feel our town is a very specul
one. 3

“Where else could you find a eab driver
who, after driving you to the depot at
midnight and found you were out of cigar-
ettes, would take it upon himself to run
into town to get you a package of your
favorite brand? ®

‘ N

“WHERE COULD YOU WALK into-a
drug store and have the pharmacist ask
about your sister’s welfare, the one from
Boston who was taken ill last year while
visiting you?

“Where but in Birmingham would the
occulist call you in to present you with a
jeweled pin because you had sent him
some friend customers?

“Where Virginia, Charmaine, Dorothy,
Joe and Jim are really glad to greet you
not only as a customer but as a friend?

“What to call my Christmas gift from
Mr. Ball?

“It’s simple, really.

-

e
“l SEE MUCH MORE than courtesy,
much more than a merchant’s deqlre to
please a customer.
“I see in all these deeds’ the mamfewtn-
tions of that old, old saying, ‘Love thy
fellowmen’ ",

Supphed the Tools |

—Grocer C. T.|
Ditkinsn ot e Sk ‘wrecking
bar on his store porch. Tho bar|
was used by a thief to break into
the store and take cash, groceries
and—the wrecking bar.

peepers calling in the
ing darkness of a summer e,

TO HIM these were life’s com
pulsions and everything else could
gladly wait.

But there are many ways of b
coming & naturalist. To Alan De.
voe the best way was to study at

| | first hand until he could possess a | A
small part of nature, knowing it

intimately and intensely. Thereby

= | he found an approach to all life.

And it was by this pattern that
he and Mary lived for 23 years at
| Pudd Hill farm. In the end they

new a world smnll

and complete. What is more they
believed that the whole outside
world could be interpreted within
its boundaries.

climax of enthusiasm, maturity
ly do a one “best piece”, For Alan
Devoe this came with the writing

glimpses into non-human lives that
in our obsession with human hap-
penings we are apt to forget to

Alan Dcvoc best described him-
self as a scie nded naturalist,
But  his pai lnr contribution
lay in his ability to interpret the
animal world in a warm and es-
pecially pemonnl way.

AT THE QAME ume, nll the
creatures at Pudd Hill ¢ to
B nials-“and became Jite; thae
which to him was all of a piece
and of which we all partake in
varied_degrees of awareness and
intensity,

‘Alan Devoe believed that for all,
whether men or mice or towering
trees, there is birth, a life adven-
ture and ultimately death and then
that “Great Mystery”, the bounds
of which he himself has now
crossed.

that she’s going to have a harder-than-
.average lime to reform. Diana, you see,
admits that she really likes the stuff . . .
sort of a from-father-to-daughter inheri-
tance.
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Bits Of News Gleaned From
s That Make Up

Happenings of Long Ago

Old Files Qf The Euenlno—-
The Hlllnrlul Backgrod

Of The Birmingham Of T¢

50 YEARS AGO

February 2, 1906

Mrs. Jas. McKinley at home

alone. Mrs. I{flxub“" in her din’
ttle

* Crash!
-hm.nnd ghn caused Mrs. McK
‘Why, Marion MeKin-
nn done?” “Noth.
” said the cl

30 YEARS AGO
January 29, 1926
Scout and the chairmen
of the local troop committees held
a meetmz Lnl. Fddny night in the
office cker, in the
First N.ﬁonll Bln.k building.
meeting was called by Lloyd
Stanley to discuss a new 'scout or-
inization and it was decided to
i‘rm a Scout Mnun Almhﬂan

but
roke the glass, thnt is true. A
bullet had come through the win- | o
dow. lod, in the wall across the
ﬁ Miss Marion been
ll.lndlnt she would have been hit.
No clue or sight of the shooter
could be discovered.
e

hnld its first meotmx Jat the home
W. Spreen on Hazeh
nvtnue Monday night. Mr. Stan-
ley spoke to the men, though he is
not a member of the Scout Mas-
arst
e

An interesting visitor in the
ills this weekend will be the Bar-

H

| m Becluy gare gness Violette Laatrice Wemnar of
nma, portrait

Rt g Fof e - d 5up- | 12" ko b, Just come from Chi-

road at a tea on Saturday after-
‘noon.

15 YEARS AGO
Februa

satisfying |10

IR the
WHEN AN AUTHOR reaches a

b
and understanding, he 'will usual- [} ;

of his third book, a small collec- | I"%

tion of essays entitled “Lives
Around Us”.
Said he, “Here .are -twenty [ .

LEGAL NOTICES |

o'u?.; W Kirk Awy, Wabeck Bidg.,

STATE OF MICHIGAN—In the Probate
Court for the County of Oukla:

A the Matter of the TEatute of WeH.

ONS, zown a3 WILLIAM K

ol
y M. n.mm-n Adm

with Will annexed of said ¢
Tied in said Gourl her Final Ascount and |
petition praying for the examination and |
hereof, determination of the
eirs Of said deceased, assignment of the |
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ight Stetson Imperial
aluxurious

the word
Is charcoal

The IVY LEAGUE

by STETSON

Yes, charcoal is definitely
today’s style word in hats,
And & flattering color it is,
echoing the season’s newest
g shades in puits, shoes and

Nou'll sparcely know you're

accessories, Notice, too,
these other smart features of

wearing|a hat but for the ! the Stewson Ivy League: the
i ! Featuring the narrower brim, the subtly
famous Edge, tapered crown in balance

it suggests a try-on-+today.

THE NI

with today’s lean lapel.
15 A i v u (3

SPRING STETSON HATS AT




