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Thursday, Odabrr 6, 1956

A Free, Responsxble and Aggress:ve Press
Is Demoeracy’s First Line of Defense

Véry Important to Appraise
Value of a Public Job

Last week this newspaper published a
most informative special article that re-
vealed the rates of compensation paid
local and nearby city, village, township
and public school officials. Reports com-
ing to us from our more than 10,500 sub-
scribers inform us that the data presented
is of great interest to thein—as, indeed,
we intended jt to be.

Some of our readers were of the opinion
that, in most cases, the salaries and other
gratuities being paid were in keeping with
the particular quantity and quality of
services performed. Qthers thought some
offices were compensated toa much, while
some felt that even slight incn:mc! were
due.

The Eccentric did not enduvor in this
compilation to compare these compensa-
tions with other vocational and profes-
gional services. On the whole, though,
aware of what the skilled trades pay in
southeastern Michigan, we would agree
that most of the offices listed in our arti-
cle are made attractive to their possessors.

SALARIES THAT W

THINK need,

gome upward adjustments include Bir- |

mingham's fire chief and city clerk. We
also believe, when possible, that the max-
imum compensation of sthool teachers in
the Birmingham district should be in-
creased.

In appralsing the various salaries paid,
we suggest you relate them to the size
and importance of the paniculu office
lx’\ olved. For example, persons in the top
e¢helons of school and municipal affairs
have duties of tremendous value to the
lives and the property their responsibili-
ties touch.

R
YOU MAY BE CRITICAL, on the other
hand, of the amount paid to some certain
individual whose' abilities you may not
think Worth so' much—but isn’t that a
1 matter separate from consideration of the
job’s basic responsibilities?

Our own idea on this phase of the pic-
| ture is: let’s fit the compensation to the
| duties and responsibilitieg of the job .

and if the present incumbent of it appears
| not worth what he or she is getting, then
| look for a successor.

Interceptor Proiecl Hinges on Charter Vote

Birmingham and Bloomfield township
are proceeding officially on the plan that
additions to the present city dispasal plant
will solve their mutual Rouge river pollu-
tion problems. Bath municipalities hope
the eventual answer will be congtruction
of the Evergreen interceptor through
Southfield into Detroit.

Everyone pretty much agrees this inter-
ceptor is the most efficient, edonom
manner of meeting the area’s problem.

But Southfield holds the key, Sched-
uling requires quick action by thpt muni-
cipality, otherwise the Birmingham plant

additions will cause the other cities to
Withdraw.

So it is with mixed feelings that citizens
in and out ql’ Southfield view its proposed
charter vote come December 12.

Because the charter contains built-in
permission for the township to enter the
interceptor project.

Consider the perplexing situation posed
to those Southfielders who want the inter-
ceptor but not the city, pr vice versa.

Seems unfortunate that these two con-
troversial questions have to be combined
in the sume balloting.

Convenient Up-and-Away Beds

A new cure has been found for crowded
homes.

Guy Roberge, a retired lieutenant-col-
onel, has devised a series of pqlleys by
which beds may be shifted to the ceiling
in the daytime, and sleeping rooms turned

into play rooms and living rooms.

After all, this is only a vertical variation
of the in-a-door bed whereby a couch,
when not needed, may be lifted up into
the wall. The new invention sounds, how-
ever, as if it would require more muscle.

| From The Eccentric's

IU's certainly not the most prominent
way to serve one’s community, but cer-
tainly it's as important as apy other—and
sometimes more spectacular. We are re-
ferring to the combined 90 years' gervice
to Birmingham which came from Frank
Olsen, 72, Herbert Moore, 62, and Charles

Fredericks, 64, three volunteer firemen "

who have just retired from the depart-
ment. It is to such men (and women) as
these—whether they be firemen, city
planners, or some other—that ¢ommuni-
ties like Birmingham owe much of their
development.

Point of View...

Several odd pieces of Troy township

property are in the |)r()cmx of pomuble
to Bir

surrounded by the city, or cul off from
township services by a railroad embank-
ment, it seems a move which the township |
should have initiated and completed some
years ago for the best interests of city,
township and property owners.

Wherever they go, those Russians are
reported to be great consumers of- vodka,
a distilled alcoholic liquor commonly made
from rye. If our State Dept. continues to
« allow the Sovlets to send more and more

Decision of Birmingh " -
to sell several lntn on Southfield, above 14
Mile, for residential use is to be com-
mended, City affairs have jelled to the
point where the lots need no longer to be
held for possible development ag unother
well site. A test hole recently showed out
dry. The residential use should add far-
ther emphasis to that section of the city’s
desire to remain strictly reqldenlml in na-
ture.

| vodka to this country
{ ... well, those Céca-Cola and Pepsi-Cola
people had better watch out!

| Generally the really true way to appear
| younger than your years is simply to act
your age. {

There's nothing wrong with the lpp!l;-
ance of many women that a girdle wont
help to correct . . . or at least help.
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Sunday Drive in Southeast Michigan

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

By ALICE E.

MORGAN

paper Week. Most of us moan
“another one of those weeks'

It is silly, the number of *
| tional weeks” we have on our cal-
|endars, but this particular one
might be due some thought

What is it—why do we celebrate
it

l! might be termed as a week
| wherein newspapers pat themselves
| on the back. It might be considered
as a week fur persons enjoying a
|“free press” to stop and count
their blessings.
| Your paper brings you the news
|as it happens—not the way the

vernmental powers want it to

appear. Should an official stray |
{from the straight and narro
newspi can, and does,

his shortcomings. He is not beyond
eritic

ism simply because he is'in a
position of authority,

SIOULD A city, county or state
inaugurate a prucnce which is con-
trary lu the wis]

countries no
newipaper carries items such as
these for the simple reason that
they are under government con-
trol. “Censorship™ is the polite
term |
Should some editor dare to print
criticism and get past the censors
it, he would face immediate
and possible death. |
Hbre, our editors are not only
free to print it, their readers de- |
| mand it. Newspapers staff report-
mf- who are specialists in the
of

politics and administration. It js

ta report these things, to
[ther foe public to what is going on
| within their area and to stop short
[the off-beat activities of officials.

THE LOVE of fréedom, as rep-
|resented by the press, was at its
‘hmhhl during war years when

y do nat ~giv

s lare swayed

We, in the United States, are celebrating National News-

and groan a bit at the idea of

and let it go at that.
+

many unde -
eround.

Working in basements, caves or
any other s hidden post, men
and women riski their lives to
bring reports o readers.
They, in their turn, ran their own |
risk” of arrest and torture to gu\
these papers and read them.

It has been said that the press
is mightier than the sword. We
may believe this, for we have seen |
right and truth rise against the

newspapers went

true

sword many times and come, once |
more, to rule. \
In our country we enjoy these

things and give them little|
thought. We do not fully realize |
how our p serve us other
than their bringing us news.

WE SELDOM think of the “po-
licing” job they do every day. We
them credit for the
way they shape many of our na-
tion's affairs.

Surely our newspapers are in-
strumental in the choice of the
men who seek public office. It is
impossible for every voter to know |
each candidate personally: Through |
the columns of American newspa-
pers, daily and weekly, voters learn |
to know these candidates, their |
uu-hlulhonx and aims.

ruly we are a fortu
We fare a people who e
press and even have a voice in how |
it is presented to us. Editors often |

their readers. All are sincere in
presenting the news as it happens. |
All are aware that fact and truth

are necessary if they continue to |~

operate. |

Enjoy the free press which is
your heritage. Protect it. Value it
1t is one of your great national
institutions.

Bits Of News Gleaned From
The Items That M,
Of Th.

Happenings of Long Ago

rmingham Of Today. -

Old Files Of The Eccentrie—
‘The Historical Background

50 \'Hl\l(ﬁ A(i()

The stork Has’ been very busy
in this locality. At Mr. and Mrs
Dan’l Cases home on Pierce street
he left a pretty little girl baby
\n.mm Charlotte, and with Mrs.

M. Grinnell near Franklin a
‘Ixmm ing baby hoy, weight 11
| pounds.

| After twelve years of bringing
{milk “to the steam railway and
‘Hl,Vl'r once missing a trip, not even

single one, or ever being late,
| Phillip Lambert has handed the
lines over.to his son, Fred, who
will hereafter deliver to the elec-

tric their supply of pure, fresh,
clean mlk.
| Mr and M MH. Bartram

sail for their south Lyon

by the best
saintance for
eople of South

Lyons are to be congratulated.
30 YEARS AGO
Oct. 2, 1925

At a meeting ‘of the property
owners held Friday evening Sept
25, in the local Community House,
the Northeastern Birmingham Civ.
ic association was organized, with
the adoption of a constitution and
by-laws and the election of a board
of directors.

V. Immu has rented his
hause on Hazelwood avenue and |
will join Mrs, Loomis, who is al-|
ready in the east, on a trip through
the White. Mountains. They will|
?)ol return to Birmingham until

ece

Eastman Potter, son of nd
Mrs. Harry W. Potter of (.reen
wood avenue, left the early part
|of the week'for Andover, M

on to New Haven, Conn., where h-
| will enter Yale.
j 15 \‘F,

ks]l;o
L3,
Mosicate, with |

The
the active co-operation of the Par-
ent-Teacher Associations, is en-

deavoring to raise funds to buy
a new grand piano for Baldwin
high school. Instend of the ar
series sponsored by the group in

the past, all efforts will be used to |

help buy the piano.

Robert Slusser, sn of Mr. and |
Mrs. L. J. Slusser, has just re
cently received an appointmeny
junior organist of St. James
copal church in Chicaga where
is a second year student at the
American Conservatory of Music
Young Slusser is assistant to Leo
Sawerby, American composer, who
is senior organist at this church,
Robert is studying organ
Sowerby.

Motion picture actress P'atricia
Ellis was in Birmingham over the
weekend as the guest of Mr. and

Mrs. Carl H. Zuber of Oxford
drive. Miss Ellis left the first of
the week to visit her father,

Eugene O'Brien in Grosse Pointe.

'High School Offers
Study of Economics

New Fall classes in basic
nomics lemlm{hum
high school Tuesday. The cours
is offered by the f(.m,
| school of social science and s
inquiry into the cause of poverty
and depressions.

It has as its text Henry George's
| “Progress and Poverty.'” This fn -
ten-lesson course, one two-hour
| session each week. There is no
| tuition fee or other charge.

eco

“You'll never ‘find’ time for
|‘ anything; you've got to make
i

with

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Since the end of the war, the Birming-
ham telephone exchange has been hard
put to keep up with the telephone demand
—occasioned, of course, by the tremen-
dous growth of this area.

So most MIdwest phones, when dis-
connected, don't stay so for long.

Today, reports Bell Manager Al Warner,
his office -is having a hard time holding
back such disconnects for a week or 10
days.

The company likes to keep them out of
use for at least <10 days, longer if possible,
so the new user won't be bothered by
many calls for the former subscriber.

This is handled by placing disconnects
at the bottom of the list, taking new as-
signments from the top.

Warner's list is short.

But he is looking forward to the first
of the year, when he expects to have
ready for use more than 5,000 newly in-
stalled lines in the MIdwest 6 and 7 ex-
change.

Have you ever wondered who is
going to do all the world’s work when
dies?

Hazel Park councilmen are circulating
petitions—to be sent to “the proper offi-
cials"—calling for diesel-powered buses to
release their exhaust gasés vertically and
no lower than the top of the vehicle.

This may be of some help, should the
measure meet with legislative approval.

But those oil fumes from most buses still /

will be obnoxious, no matter from whlt/
height they ‘come.

Seems an occasional new set of upuk
plugs and new piston rings would be m¢re
effective, /

will cost us less money
and lives t we are now plylng for
our’ bad md&

Newspaper ruden {rom tlmd to time
are wont to criticize their publications for
printing too much bad news and not
enough good news.

So’ this week, here are some of tha
“good” news items to consider:

In America, there are 163,110,000 peo-
ple who are not' members of the Commu-
nist party. }

During the year, more than 31 million
couplea will stay happily mrrled—more
or

And 162,669,266 people \\lll not dle of
cancer this year.

Another 162,334,634 Amcriuns wm be
safe from fatal heart attacks. ;

Then, too, most of the time will gee
close to 16 million orgnmzed v.orkers not
on strike.

In Washington, the Internal Revenue
Dept. will discover 43,922,614 wage earn-
ers will have properly filed their 1966
income tax returng.

And on the average day, nnrly 64 mil-
lion people are working to brlni home the /
bacon that night."

'First of Mich. Wins Bond Sale

First of Michian Corp. headed
group of seven bond, firms whic
last week bought §2000 in| acl
bontls at a Neld at_the Bir: pool
mmghlm Board of Education. uni

Five syndicates submitted bids,
with First of Michigan submitting | Wattle:
the low of 288 percent average |school
m terest.

THE BONDS constitute the arse| % Smile A Minute ke #dad
Oakland count; lation ha
ond issue passed by the Volers| grown  from. 251008 in 190 o
\396001 in 19560, i

“This first_segment of the over-cial county census figures.

rt of the authorized 5% million

last June.

all bond issue will provide addi-
tions to Beverly and Pembroke
!

purchase of two

5,000 New/Phones
To Be Added Here

Next month, Michigan Bell will
start adding more than 5,000 new
numbers to its Birmingham ex-

Very few numbers now are
available on present squipment,

will double, while some others/ are’
added to the MI-7 group, Warner
said.

according o offi-

IT'"“ Detroit Salesmen . . . TR 5-2629 . ... Plant MI 6-2000

T"‘AVERILL PRESS INC. of Bimingham

A COMPLETE PRINTING SERVICE—FROM TYPESETTING TO MAILING

by: the demands of |

|

|

with baskets of heavy wet laundry.
You're free to do the
do—enjoy your family,
tackle those put-off jobs
You'll like the way an
the work out of washday,

FREEM@A‘ML—-
She has an ELecrric Clothes. Diyer

‘There’s nothing like an electric clothes dryer to help
you fly through washday. Put the wetwash in; take
the dried clothes out, It's as simple as that!
You're as free as a bird —and as lively, too. For you
have cut out all that lifting, lugging, climbing stairs

y things you'd like to
at community projects,
t never seem to get done.

lectric clothes dryer takes

WATS
e

change, Manager A. H. Warner

Size of the MIdwest 6 exchans |




