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Is Democracys First Line of Defense b
[,
Griffith’s Devoted Service
Will Be Long Remembered
pressed confidence in his men, their judg-

Sarietimes you know an event is going
to happen—yet when it does, you take it
with misgivingd, because you really don’t
want tg sccept the fact that it finally has
taken place.

Such is the community’s reaction,
believe, to the unnouncement the other
dny from Birmingham Fire Chief Vern

Griffith that come next August 27, he
vnll retire from the fire (lep.‘rtymnt after
42 years, 24 of them as chief.

Having come to know the fire chief
quite well, we cannot picture him hitnging
bis activity up with h fm‘ hat.

we

that

HE JUST DOES HEEM like
kind of u guy.

It's been our privilege to. spend muny
hours talking about the Birmingham fire
department and learning a lot uf its back-
yround Hm»m{h these visits,

While the“chief said little concerning
his own part in the development of the
department, it has been easy to spot.

He’s worked with the men rather than
huving them work for him. We've seen
him tugging a wrench, hot, dirty and-un-
comfortable in cramped quarters.

We've seen his pride in departmental
accomplishments and heard him say, “The
fellows are wuklnu together, It's a good
department.”

ON FIRES, WE'VE SEEN the chief
step in front of one of his men and enter
the building first, the smoke swirling
ubout his white coat. Somehow he seems
to be everywhere, checking conditions of
the blaze and equipment and the welfare
of his men.

We've seen him leave a burning build-
ing, red-eyed and gugging, but secure in
his own mind-that no person was within
the circle of the flames,

We've seen him grow sud and depressed
at any loss of life, and watched him stand
by his department when  eriticism  fell
around it. Through it all, the chief ex-

ment and their ;nlfnrmunu of their duty.

WE'VE SEEN THI-) (‘Hll-:l-‘ rdglster his
disappointment when the city temporarily
rejected his plans for more adequate pro-
tection of residents and their properties.
We've seen him express his sytisfaction
when a reversal of their opinions assured
un expanded department.

The final decision always fou
partment ready for the move, ith plans
prepared, men being trained, the new sys-
tem organized uml rczuly to furiction.

d the de-

TODAY WE SEB Ill.\1 bowing out of

“the official picture, the bigger dppartment

nearly an accomplished fact. Ih his own
words, he feels this is the tim¢ to leave,
when the “new’ department iq ready to
stand on its own feet, the “new"” officers
ready to take over his duties.

If we have judged him correctly, we
know that while his resignation|is official
and his retirement upon him, the heart of
Vern Griffith will remain with the depart-

ment he has served so faithfully since
1927.
He himself can relax next fall at his

ident that
1l und so

“second home” near Lapeer, con!
the community he served so w
long never will forget him.

HE AND HIS MEN over the years have
built « fine reputation, which ngw is being
entrusted to others. Under the|new chief,
Purk Smith, himself a veteran ¢f 19 years
with the depurtment, the comjmunity is
confident this wonderful repulation . will
e closely protected.
Sirmingham and
tremely fortunate because
chose 1o live and work here. M
nts as loval, as conscientipus, as de-
d and as trustworthy to thgir munici-
pal tasks s Vern Griffith has [been, then
most of our remaining municipgl problems
would only be little ones.

Vo

From The 'Ece'ntr'(t"s

The old saying: “Talk is cheap” is what
Americans hope will apply to the ap-
proaching “Big Four” tulk in Europe. In
the pust, every time our xmn.,(\ulkui with
other nation’s leaders Unelé Sum hus com-
mitted himself to more spending.

A clique of Michigan State Senators
wants to strip the Conservation Dept. of
gome of its cretionary powers . . . pow-
ers given it by previous legislutors. Some
of the obections are that the Dept. is
wrong in allowing the one-day “any deer”
plan, wherein it is the Dept.’s endeavor
to kl'«p the herds down to the ability of

grazing to kup them alive, especially dur-
hu{ the winters. Some holler about the
manner in which fish are planted, argu-
ing that “favoritism” is shown. Then

* there are gripes about the handling of the

grouse problem, ete., ete. Indeed, there's
hardly anything more controversial in
State government than “conservation”.
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AMERICA |$ MAb: OF PEOPLET

NO MATTER WHAT YoU DO, THEY SAY,
CAN'T PLEASE ALL THE PEOPLE
THE TIME” —
ARTIST ALMOST HAS TO -~
EVERYBODY HE DEALS
SEEMS TO

Point of View

Just why the U.S. Navy acqpired a 60-
yeur supply of canned harmburger is diffi-
cult to imagine. Anyway, expedt the Navy
to reply with a lot of buloney.

As we write this, Michigan's Legisla-
ture, dominated by Republicaps, refuses
to provide money needed to add space to
the Staf, isgns.  There
probubly is nothing this State freeds to do
more, in the broad interests off humanity,
than tu expand its prisons d@ndf mental
stitutions, If the average voter could visit
some of these overcrowded bpildings he
would join in a march on the Sthte Capitol.
Gov. Williams is only doing the fair and
decent thing by asking for th¢ money to
do this long-neglected job.

s

An optimist can be describefl as a per-
son who takes the pictures inl seed cata-
logues at face value.

Tum of the Tide’

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

By ALICE E. MORGAN

Currently we are considering ourselves among Birming-

ham's favored persons.

The past few months have
with some of Birmingham's
| derful group they are.

We have talked with a number
of them and been enchanted by
the charm they carry over from
another generation.

More, we are fascinated by the
outlook they have, the interest life
holds for them and the wide range
of activities they are enjoying.

Wi n ember, when we were
1, that it was almost
er when anyone re
ama (or pupa) is

plul seventy!”

THESE OLD people, deprived
by mge of their former active
lives, sat calmly wa s for the
sands to run out. They nt their

nters by t radiator

oving from
n the shade
ly daring

1
garden or even visit relutives a few
miles away

Today, in Birmingham these
er citizens are gay and as liv
ax crickets. The

for the winter, and happily take
off for northern resorts during, the
hul summer months.

At home are busy,
leaving their s and daughters
behind as lluy “follow hobby trails

often

MANY OF them meet together
at the unity ¥ for work
and_ soc ctivities. They do all
kinds of sewing and knitting for
the poor and the ill. To eavesdrop

on a spssion is an experience one
long remembers

Conversation is fast and fasei

“older citizens
+

‘Chink nathing of |
solo jaunts to the south’ or west|,

brought us into direct contact
" and a mml won- |

nating. These men and women are
aware of all the world events, are |
up to date on style, science and
the like. They're sharp and happy.

Others we have talked to are |
spending their_hours sewing and (
Knitting on their own projects. One |
ady has a “hobby” of knitting
afghans for hospitalized veterans

Some make toys or repair brok

en ones, for children in homes or
whose parents cannot puy new
ones

THIS WEEK we feature a lady
gives her hours of
and which is passed

as she makes gifts
let colleetion
she talks

from her Afr

an v
fer eyes sparkle as
about her hobby.

Many of our older citizens have |
gardeninz as a hobby and spend
lang hours in their vegetable and
flower plots

Some are turning to painting to
winter hours, some are

the one we know best, is
" and up to her ears in
work every day. She's happy
maintaining our home and aske |
npthing more of life than tu see
up happy
THERE ARE hundreds more
ike her
With the growing awareness in
this country of proper provision

for the older citizen, it just seems
that Birmingham might well place
itself in the cluss of being an ex
ample community. We've never
sten n happier group of older
people anywhere.

Happenings

Bits Of News Gleaned From

The Items That Make Up’
o

Some people have scoffed at the “Mich-
igan Week” urli\}lies which emph e

the importance amd variety of products,
people and places in the Wolverine state.

1 can only speak for myself, but in the
two “Michigan Wegks” held so far, I have
learned quite a bit more about Michigan
as a result of thi§ special promotion.

There are 7 million of us Michiganders
—1 know of no better way for us to get
to know our state and to understand each
other better,

If Birmingham's mayor pro tem,
Jim Allen, ever|is in the vicinity of
Tustin, Mich., thances are he will
drive past the little town hall to see
how his pine tree is thriving.

Tustin townspeople had him plant
it there last week as part of his ac-
tivities as exchange mayor during
“Michigan “eeh " b
Pedometer te: l-x ~1hu\\ the .neruge Mich-

igan housewife in a year walké more than
2,500 miles, equivalent to hoofing it from
Detroit to San Antonio with a side trip
to New York City thrown in

d e

Seems to me that this New York City
side trip consists|primarily of too many
walks to the back! fence.

I .

The few waste paper containers
now on corners in the Birmingham
l»u»-mem section look so lonesome. It

OIIE "'“"‘ OR ANOTHER ti Gcorga“ m. Avenll

vmuld be nice if Hny could be joined
byl quite a few -n,-n Too, it might
help the cleanlinessiof the downtown
1.

A5kl
Fifty lurge city s¢hool districts (over
10,000 pop.), ‘whieh donstitute only 1.1

per cent of ‘the total|school distriets in
higan, last vear pflucated 573,591 stu-

dents, or
the tate.

Edueational mllwlﬁhw thus are ques-
tionfng the sensd of maintaining 4,682
schobl distriets wheij better than 80 per
¢enti of them have 'shown a total decline
in the number of, sthdents enrolled,

18.82 per .,qn of all students in

rir
What a difference a way mukes.

L

)thu- ans have their different we
expressing themselves.

For instance, likd the letters received
by the city of Birmjfigham last week from
Senator Bill Nnmmfiohl and Rep. Dick
Van Dusen.

Both were in wplv to resolutions passed
by the city vlulul’-il}|( two legislutive pro-
posals.

Said Broomfield: HSenate Bill 1280 has
been presented to the Governor for his
signature and Senpfe Bill 1352 is still in
the committee on thxation . . ."

Here’s the way Van Dusen put it: “Sen-
ate Bill 2 is denfl and Senate Bill 1280
3| pas: the

s of

povtrio

HEARING AIDS

BATI'ERIES

for
ALL MAKES
Make Inquiry at OQur Store
and Get All of the Details

wnmean

mOQ=<zTmMn

of Long Ago

Old Files Of The Feeentrie—
‘The Historical Background

f The Birmingham Of Today. |

50 YEARS AGO
May 26, 1905
Charles  Dennis  of  Houston,
Texas, is home i Birmingham for
an extended visit with his mother,
Mrs. C. McStay. Tuesday of this
week closely following him arrived
his_two horses and u Spitz_dog

The “Ordinary” Americans

PEOPLE —

ﬂARDWORI(ING PEOPLE-

PEOPLE LIKE
THE

COMMERCIAL ARTIST.
lYou
ALL
BUT YHE COMMERCIAL

I THIS ARTIST 15
¥ WORKING LATE - THE
WIFE AND KID$ HAVE
GONE TO BED - BUT

THE JOB HAS To BE

FINISHED BY MORNING.” ™
ALL COMMERCIAL ART JOBS
NARE RUSH JOBS-ir's ARULE?)

IN SPITE OF THE
DIFFICULTIES, SOME OF
THE MOST WONDERFUL
ARY 15 BEING TURNED
OUT BY THOSE SUPERB
TSMEN

OF BRUSH anb PEN.

Both equines are of the Smart Set,
and the dog is

P |

Mre. N. T. Shaw and children, |

| Master Harold and Miss Helen are

Baving a royal visit with rel

|qver i the King's land, Ontario. |

Meanwhile the doctor is nearly

disconsolate and his face lengthens
daily

| Miss Emeline M. Mitchell cele-
Brated her tenth birthday anniver-
qary by w theater party at the
Lyceum, Detroit, Wednesday, and
urther keeps up the celebration
‘fim a birthday party Saturday |
ext.

| 30Y

|

|
RS AGO |
| May 22, 1925
| For the first time in the history |
of Boy Scout life in Birmingham, a
¢ourt of honor was held Wednes-
|@ay evening and seven boys
ceived n\ur first

] van
| James Winborn, Gerold Lptm.rr
| hnd Floyd Daugherty.

Albert Guthrie, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Marion Guthrie of South
Woodward avenue, was elected to |
|the presidency of the local Hi-X
Bt a meeting Wednesday.
|| Charles G. Reynolds, five-month
| bld son of Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Rey-
holds of Lincoln avenue, was one
of the prize winners at the better
babies show held last week at the
Pontiac City hospital.

| 15 YEARS AGO
" May 23, 1940
|

[icontained a hypodermic needle and

morphine. Dr, Ives, who hasn't
practiced since 1923, e re.
member ever losing the container
||he told the E«emrir

m A lhtlaud June 1938

o
| graduate of Baldwin, son of Mr
18165

Harold J. Carr,

land - Mra,
K venue,

post
from Pruhy, on lhy ‘lln it is ex-
pected that the new $155,000 struc
ture will be open for business.

]

Three Detroit Salesmeh . . .

TR 5-2629 .

. Plant M1 6-2000
]
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of Binningham

A COMPLETE PRINTING SERVICE FROM TYPESETTING TO MAILING

|

Your kitchen stays cleaner 'Iong.r
whon you cook electrica IIy'

|
What's nicer than walking into o newly decorated q -
|

kitchen? There's a Iift to just looking af the

sparkling colors, the crisp new curtains. If things |

would anly stay that way . ..

They can—a lot longer than you think
' in switching to electric cocking. It's clean s electric
light! Pot and pon bottoms stay smudge free, t00.

¢ or Detrait Edison |

The secrets




