Shuffle Seen in Area Prep Leagues; New Loop Considered,

By BRUNO L. KEARNS
Sports Editor

There's a'shuffle in the air that may inevitably dis-
rupt the present prep leagues in the Northwest and
Northeast suburban areas of Detroit, and subsequently
envelope severa) fast growing high schools into new
group formations. .

It may be at least two yeaps before any such shuffle
shows som# pattern, but the re-alignment of high school
leagues fri irmingham to Port Huron will eventually

become a reality.

In its-due course of molding into form, at least three
leagues, thie Eastern higan league, the Inter-Lakes
league and the Oakland ( B” league, may be affect-
ed to the point of dissolution when the schools start
moving mm line of more desirable leagues.

P

THE RAPID growth of population in the areas of
Birmingham, Southfield, Troy, Roseville, Oak Park, Fitz-
gerald, and Van Dyke high nchools, and expansion plans
in Royal Oak and Ferndale are realized by all of the high
school athlvm directors as determining factors for fu-
ture re-alignment. ~

Biggest change would take place in the Eastern Mich-
igan class “A” League, three schools of which hug Wood-
ward in Oakland county and three schools wh‘ch are
in line of Gratiot avenue.

? of the athletic directors in the EML commented
satiffactory approval of the organization and function-
ing of the present loop, however there was no denial that
subsequent results, because of the ever-changing shift
in population, could be avoided.

Preser schools like Birmingham and Southfield,
hoth class “A" within four miles of each other, yet in
differenteleagues, travel long distances for competition
within t! own loops .

AMONG THE schools mentioned in th proposed new
Class “A” league with Woodward and Mile road
as the cross point, are Birmingham, Berkle Ferndale,
Hazel Park, Royal Oak, Southfield and potentml “A”
schools (presently “B” class) Oak Park and Fitzgerald.

In the case of Royal Oak, new high school plans are
now lmdenuy vhlch will result in the city having two
class “A” schools, the new one of which would be the
prolnble member of this proposed league, and the pres-
ent school remaining as a member of the Border confer-
ence.

Niles Hayes, athletic director of Royal Oak, who is one
of the spearhead figures in the newly mentioned circuit,
said the proposed league * be very advantageous
and economical, “but one of the things in primary con-
sideration would be an equitable amount of facilities
which must be available by all the schools considered.

Hayes commented that he was disappointed by the
little cooperation in early planning -participation, how-
ever like all df the other athletic directors, he saw the
inevitability of a new league.

WITH SOUTHFIELD and Berkley both prominently
mentioned, the Inter-Lakes league would be seriously
disrupted. Presently the league is unbalanced with three
“A" and three “B"” schagls in membership, although Van
Dyke, F#rmington and Walled Lake are only matter of
steps away from the first letter class.

For Van Dyke there appears to he room in another
speculated conference which may be the ultimate result
of EML dissolution.

Rumors have mentioned the formation of a Gratiot
area league w}uch would include the three members of
the EM Zast Detroit, Mt. Clemens and Port Huron
along th vqe\.eral other fast growing schools in the gen-
eral.area.
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THE EASTERN |MIC HI(--\ ¢
with five charter members with uthletz‘compﬂnion
beginning with baseball in the spring of 1945. East De-
troit was accepted as a Iv.nzuv member al year later and
began formal compdtition in the Fall of 1947.
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