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A Free, Responsnb]e and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense d

'Real Cost' Is The Big Thing ‘

The number of dollars or pounds or
rubles, or any other currency a worker
earns is not in itself important. What is
important is what they will buy. Thus;
the price charged for any commodity
should be measured by what is known as
“real cost”—that is, the amount of time
that must be worked to earn enough to
buy it.

A recent comparison, based on Buréau
of Labor Statistics, on “real costs” in the
two metropolises of Moscov and New York
City, is striking and important.

In Russia, all the means of production
and distribution, with a few unimportant
exceptions, are state-owned. There is no
competition, in. any recognized sense of
the word, on either the munufauurmg or
retailing level.

In this country, by contrast, factories
are free to pro(luce what they think the

people want, stores are free to stock it,

There Aren't Enough to

Does anybody still believe that we can
maintain the government by soaking the

rich, as the old-time Agu.ntor\ used to
claim?
Well, here is what the Tax Foundation

has to say about that. If the federal gov-

ernment took 100 per cent of everybody's

taxable income above $10,000, the gain in

revenue would be less than $5,000,000,000 °
which wouldn’t pay government’s costs for

a single month.

there. is intense competition all along the
line, and the consumer has complete free-
dom of choice.

HOW DO THE TWO diverse systems
compare, in actual physical results? In
Moscow, the average worker must work
117 minutes to earn the money to buy a
pound of choice beef and 168 minutes in
the case of a dozen eggs—in New York
the figures are 22 minutes and 21 minutes.

In Moscow, the worker must put in 42
days of time to get enough money for an
overcoat and 32 days for a table model
radio—in New York the respective figures
are 3 days and 13 hours. The difference
is similarly great with other foods and
produets.

You might keep this in mind next time
you go shopping—and mentally give free
enterprise a little of the credit it deserves.

Meet the Costs

If it took all taxable income above
$4,000—a figure which is certainly a far
cry from riches these days—the Treasury
would benefit to the tune of $13,000,000,-
000. But that’s only one-fifth of our cur-
rent annual federal spending.

There just aren’t enough rich or well-
to-do people to meet the costs. So the bur-

den of government is borne by the masses
of, people and always will be.

‘Accident’ Is The Wrong Term

Omaha does riot believe in "m"cttifyim:,"

Police Chief Henry .Boesen says his city
will have.no more traffic accidents. In-
stead they are to be reported as “colli-
sions."”

The chief rightly defines an accident as
“an unforeseen event that is nn one's
fault.” This does not apply to traffic
crashes, which occur, the chief says, “be-
cause some one is in the wrong through

Waste Is Criminal

An official of a farm equipment com- *
pany warns that “Waste in whatever
amounts is criminal in free enterprise .

1t would be a great blessing to humanity
and to civilization if governments were
under the same compulsion to cut costs
as is private enterprise.. No matter how
large a private business becomes, it is
faced with oblivion the moment manage-
ment becomes lax and inefficient.

Practicing Pioneering

When children at play imitate the ac-
tivities of their grownups, they have fun
and they also learn a good deal. This
sound psychology underlies the program
of ‘the State Teachers College at Oneonta,
N. Y., where a course is given on the life
of the pioneers.

The instruction will not be confined to
lectures, prescribed reading and reports,
but will include a practical reconstruction

lack of caution, courtesy or disregard for
the law.”
“Collision” is a much more accurate
description of what happens when two
cars come together.
To call undesirable events by their right
names is the first step toward eliminating

them, “Prettifying” only confuses the
issue.
There is no legislative body to cover

loss the expense of helpless taxpay-
ers. The result is that inefficient manage-
ment is speedily replaced.

The best that can be done in the case of
government is to look with suspicion upon
candidates and officials who persistently
advocate programs that increase the direct
costs of government and consequently
mean higher and higher or deficits.

of pioneer life. The students will recite
fotk songs and folk tales of early days.
They will learn how the people of the
time worked and played. - They will spin
baskets, weave cloth and cut shingles.

After a semester of this sort of activity
should

students
impres:
of pioneer life. Thi
lectually and practi

have an unforgettable
sures and troubles
will be useful intel-
ly in later life.

ﬂ From The Eccentric's Point of View...

British engineers have perfected a new
turbo jet airplane engine that develops
11,000 pounds of thrust, equal to the pull-
ing power of seven locomotives. Or, to put
it another way, equal to the vacuum
created by the utterances of 11,000 poli-
ticians' pre-election promises.

A Michigan state legislator believes all

labor unions should be required to make
public statements relating to their income
and expenditures

It is one sure way of let-
ting the rank and file membership learn
details of a subject that, alas! some union
lax about. Union mem-
bers who favor the idea ought to tell their
lawmakers so.
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HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

By ALICE E. MORGAN

A white- faced. shaken Uncle Abner walked in the house
the other v\\mm: and without a word hung up his hat and
coat, put his rubbers away, and went to sit in his chair by
the window. Not even the Unn»llng nose of the old dog got
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER

On Febru: just about five miles
from here, ame was written on
the long and growing list of victims be-
cause of this nation’s emotional instability.

That- name belonged to nine-year-old
Kathy McLaughlin of Franklin Knolls, a
smiling, friendly girl who was brutall
beaten and stabbed to death by 16-yves
old peighbor boy Floyd Diamond
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Girls and women who h:ni-n'l
shapely legs are expected to stay
away in droves from the newest gim-
mick in ladies’ legware. These are
new shades in colors that will stick
out like a knohby knee—poppy red.
rose, primrose, pink. turquoise, moon-
stone blue, pale leaf-green, and clear
sun-yellow.
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By George Wm. Averill

that Chiang is a traitor and must be elim-
inated as a symbol of resistance to their

1t will be difficult for the Reds to back
down if they want to and they have in no
way demonstrated any such desire.

NG KAI-SHEK MAY BE equally
to persuade of the desirability of
a cease fire. Fver_since he came to For-
worked with one purpose in
‘turn 1o the mainland. p
Ih- is convinced that if he ever should
stage an invasion many Chinese who are/
in m\ wreement with the Communists
e r in revolt und join his forces.
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If the negotiations should fail we must
not be too critieal of the U.N. for-it is
tuck an enormous undertaking. It is

at task
attempt because

better to fail in attempting a g
than to turn from such ar
it looks impossible,

Y ot
v of -y.n...
chm. Michigan

l Three Detroit Salesmen . .. TR 5-2629 . . . Plant MI 6-2000

AVERILL- PRESS 1xc¢ o tiomonsian

A COMPLETE PRINTING SERVICE

' "
RMERLY THE IIIMINGHA\M ECCENTRIC PRINTING DEPARTMENT 1

FROM TYPESEITING TO MAILING

+ 7 OPERATES FOR
PENNIES A DAY

"COLORED FABRICS

\ 1.1 7

STAY - SPARKLE - FRESH

TSN
WHEN YOU DRY
WITH

CLOTHES DRYERS

is an

& ALL-ELECTRIC

SEE YOUR DEALER or DETROIT EDISON.



